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COMMITTEE ON FORGED AND BOGUS MATERIAL 

The Dollard Five Line Overprint 

",\('lll:-:E I SI'I) HY )!I:S:';I(S. ])(ll.I_AUll F(JJ( (J\,EHI'!<I.,'II:';i; TI1)': ::';'I.-UII'S. 

The Committee has examined a considerable number 
of forged and bogus low value Dollard type overprints. 
With this report we present a re-capitulation of our 
findings. 

Figure 1 

n'A\.car 
SeA\.AoACt 

Figure 2 

Figures one and two are forgeries of the 1/2d and Id inverted overprints. 
These stamps can be easily recognized as forgeries, there being gross differ
ences in just about all letters and numbers - a very different font of type. 
The overall dimensions, 16 x 19 1/2 mm., as well as the alignment and spatical 
relationships among the various letters differs greatly from the genuine. 

The next 9 items (figs.3-l1) all have enough similarities to indicate that 
they are from the same source. Figs. 3-8 are black overprints and 9-11 are red . 
The overall dimensions, 15 x 17 mm. and alignment with the Rasmussenidentifier 
are extremely close to the genuine. However, there are considerable differences 
in the individual letters, which are not sharp, and somewhat less "bold" than 
the genuine. The black ink is less intense. Among the differences are the let
ters A (all lines), S (2nd line), d (2nd line), both the first and second E in 
the 4th line, and both number 2's in the date. Used stamps apparently were used 
to produce the forgeries as the overprint appears to be on top of the cancel
lations. On the Id note that the cancellation is dated Nov. 22, 1913. (Fig. 3A, 
taken with a red filter shows the date to better advantage). There is also Some 
doubling in the 4th and 5th lines of the ld. Note that the overprint is skewed 
on SOme of the stamps. A noticeable feature is the upper case S in the 2nd line 
which appears to lean to the right. There are many marked similarities between 
this group and the bogus 5 line overprints on the high values reported in the 
Winter 1970-71 Revealer (pp. 750-51). 

Figure 12 is a rather poorly done forgery of the 2 1/2d in black. The wrong 
basic British stamp was used for this one, the block watermark issue of 1924. 
The overall dimensions, 15 1/4 x 18 mm are slightly larger than the genuine. 
There is about 1/2 mm too much space between the date and the 4th line. In the 
4th line the hand E are too close together. All of the letters are very thick , 
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Fig. 3 Fig. 3 A Figure 4 Figure 5 

Fig. 7 Fig. 8 Fig. 9 Fig. 10 

and in most cases too high.Gross differences between individual 
letters can be found in about all cases, as compared with the 
genuine, in particular the R in the 2nd, the A in the 3rd, and 
in the 4th line, the h (truncated top), E, r, and A, and the 9 
in the date. 

Figures 13-15 show the forged 2 1/2, 3 and 5d stamps which 
were examined several months ago. They appear to have been re
produced by the same die that was used to produce the forgeries 
in figures 3-11 and the comments noted above apply here. (The 
1/2d in genuine and shown for comparison). 

I 

Genuine 
Overprint Fig. 13 Fig. 14 

Fig. 6 

Fig. 11 

Fig. 12 

I 

3d. 

Illustrated in figures 16-19 are forgeries of the 1/2d and 3d (in figure 
18, the unused 1/2d on the left is genuine and shown for comparison.) Figures 
17 and 19 have the Rasmussen identifier superimposed on the stamp. The lower 
overprint image is from the identifier. There are some similarities between 
these overprints and the item illustrated in figure 12, but not emough to be 
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conclusive. The overall dimensions are 14 1/2 x 18 mm., narrower than that 
shown in figure 12. However the top serif in the R in the first line, the rela
tive size of the A in the 3rd, and the distance between the hand E in the 4th 
and the long arm of the r in the same line are quite similar. The possibility 
exists that a rubber stamp may have been used with more pressure applied to the 
2 1/2d in figure 12. 

Fig. 15 Fig. 16 
.. - - " . . 

. ).," ;..' ; . 

. ' 

Fig. 17 Fig. 18 

Two examples of bogus 1/- stamps (this value not overprinted by Dollard) 
are shown in figures 20 and 21, the 5d is genuine and shown for comparison. The 
forged overprint is identical to the group shown in figures 3-11, and those com
ments apply here. 

The last item, figure 22, is a new twist, the proper British stamp with a 
genuine overprint and a forged variety, the PGSTAGE variety on the 9d Dollard 
(which is known on the Thorn 5 and 3 line overprints on the 9d olive-green, but 
not on the Dollard 9d). Close observation disclosed a thin spot caused by the 
careful scraping required to manufacture this forgery. However, the forger 
placed the stroke on the wrong side of the 0 and neglected to notch the frame 
line which accompanies this variety. 

The stamps sown in this article are from the 
O'Reilly, Robert Gray, J. E. Foley, Garvin Lohman and 
credits to Bob Gray and Adrien Boutrelle. 
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THOM SAORSTAT 2/6 

This shows a very good 
example of a flat outline 
accent on the last a of 
Saorstat. Meredith lists 
an accent on the Castle 
2/6 he calls an "outline 
accent". This came from 
row 1, stamp 1 of the 
sheet. 

Submitted by J.Brady 

.. ~',,:,,,,". __ I" )~. I 'd 

Fig. 20 

Fig. 22 

complete Ireland price List 

Mint & used--sets & singles 

please send 8i stamp. 

LAKESHORE HOBBIEc; 
Box 162, Concord, Tennessee 37720 

BOSTON AREA MEETING - OCT. 24,1971 
The Boston area meeting of EPA 

was held at the cardinal spellman 
Philatelic Museum on October 24,1971 
Sister Fidelma took the following 
photograph of the participants: 

k Row:Charles McMahon and Michael 
Hager. 4th Row: Mrs. Mc~ahon, Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph Paradis, William Miller 
3rd Row:Mr & Mrs. Francis T. Cullen, 
Richard Barry and John McManus. ~nd 
Row: Vincent ciullivan, Berman par
sons, Joseph I,iguz, James Meehan. 
1st Row: Michael J. Cogan, william 
Eickey. 

BACK COPIES 
Back copies of all issues of The Revealer are available. Price: 
$.40 per copy for members and $.50 for non-members, plus 

postage. If a complete file is ordered, a 5% discount is 
allowed, and the order is postpaid. W. T. McCaw, 368 Grand 
St., Newburgh, N.V. 12550 (Please include a stamped self 
addressed envelope with inquiries) 

ADVERTISE IN THE REVEALER 
Outside Back Cover ............................................... ,.,,,.,,, ... ,.$40 

Full page ............................................................................. $25 
Half page ............................................................................. $18 
Quarter page ........................................................................ $12 
Eighth page ........................................................................... $7 
Sixteenth page ..... , ........................ ,., ......... , ....................... , ... ,$5 

Details from: J. E. Foley, Associate Editor 
40 Edgemere Road 

Livingston, N.J. 805 



=============================================================================== 

Correspondence. 
We are always happy to receive comments from our good friend and fellow

member, Fred Dixon. This time, Fred adds some notes to matters which have ap
peared recently in The Revealer: 

"Catalpult Covers. I know of no 
a German cover from the first German 
York in July 1929. With it I have an 
by the Irish Travel Agency. 

other catapult covers from Ireland. I have 
Catapult flight, from the 'Bremen' to New 
unused postcard of that vessel given out 

"The 1944 Irish Philatelic Exhibition of October 1944 was 
lar demand and the canceller was in use until 4 November. The 
the 1/2d O'Clery s~amp was applied over the cancellation and 
through the envelope. I do not know of any example on unused 
value other than 1/2d. 

extended by popu
red overprint OD 

impresses right 
stamps, or any 

"The 1931 R. D. S. 'Essay' is a lmos t certainly a photGgra phic reproduction 
from the artist's final drawing, such as was (and still is) used in advance 
publicity. Mybete noir W. Ward obtained some of these, had them mounted like 
die proofs and sold them as such. • 

"The 10/- Griffith & Collins is a design by George Atkinson, the original 
drawing i.tself being in the National Museum of Ireland, together with another 
version ann another design showing the Bank of Ireland. It is one of the un
solved mysteries that the project of definitive high values was abandoned. 

"1971 Political Labels. I try to persuade people not to buy these as there 
is no doubt that much of the profit on them is used to finance terrorist activi
ties in North Ireland. I suspect that a misguided philatelist is involved but 
have obtained no evidence, as yet. 

"Stamp Booklets. '(and 31-48a)' should be added after 'No. 31-48'. See 
Revealer 41." Many thanks, Fred for this interesting information. 

I 

Eugene M. Labiuk, 8 Cobourg Avenue, Toronto 172, Ontario, Canada informs 
us that he won a Trophy for an exhibit on Irish Airmails dealing with First 
Flights, Fi.rs t Day covers of the Irish Airmail s tamps and Irish Airmail Eti
quettes at a recent Exhibition of the East Toronto Stamp Club. This exhibit 
also won for him the bronze award at the Show. Congratulations. 

E.P.A. AIDS TO IRISH PHILATELY 

RASMUSSEN IDENTIFIER 
The Rasmussen Identifier consists of all of the overprints 
reproduced on transparent plastic, with an extremely high 
degree of precision. To identify an overprint, place the 
identifier over the stamp, if the overprint is in alignment 
with the reproduction on the identifier, you have it, if not 
try another of the reproductions on the identifier. A chart 
giving further details is included. $2.15 each post paid from 
W. T. McCaw (supply limited, for sale to members only) 

THE "TAYLOR·MADE" FENIAN ESSAYS 
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J. E. Foley's study of the origin of the Fenian labels that 

appeared in The American Philatelist, has been reprinted as a 

booklet through a joint venture of the E,P,A. & A.P.S. The 
24 page booklet contains 25 illustrations and 80 footnotes, 
The origin is traced not to the Fenian Brotherhood, but to 
the notorious 19th century producer of bogus philatelic 
material· S. AlIan Taylor, Available for $1 post paid from 
W. T. McCaw or for 43 new pence from M. Phelan, 14 Great 
Georges St., Waterford, Ireland. (Price applicaple for E.P.A. 
& I.P.C. members - others add 25%.) 

CHRISTMA~ GREETING FROM THE EDITOR~. 
As a rather novel Christmas. 

"Card" from your editor & associate 
editor, we illustrate herewith a com
plete sheet of one of the earlier 
Irish Christmas Qeals. the issue of 
1944. Note the marginal inscription. 
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BRITISH S~AMPS OVERPRINTED BY ~HE IRISH REPUBLICAK PHILATELIC OPFICE 

by Joseph E. Foley 

x 

Bigure 2 
Figure 1 

In the fall issue of the "Bevealer" a brief notice was published concern
ing the first of these overprinted British stamps and mentioned that conflict
ing opinions about them had been received. ~ince then, additional information 
(still conflicting) has been received and two more "issues" have appeared 

At the outset, let me state that it would be presumptuous for me as an 
American, to comment on the internal political problems of Northern Ireland, 
and even il sO inclined, exceedingly improper to use a philatelic journal to 
air such views. Therefore this article is a commentary on the stamps themselves 
and should not be construed as supportive 01 any of the conflicting groups in 
Northern. Ireland. 

In september, I sent to M.D. Buchalter (Hibernian stamp Co.), F. E. Dixon, 
D. Feldman,Ltd, H.G.L. Fletcher, W. Kane and W. G. Meredith requesting infor
mation concerning the overprints. An information copy was also sent to J. M. 
Chemi, a member of the American Philatelic ~ociety's New Issues Committee. Al
though all who were requested to supply information were extremely helpful, 
special acknowledgment is due Don Buchalter for his untiring efforts in sup
plying detailed data, press clippings, order forms, press releases, etc.,etc. 

On June 16, 1971, the British T)ost Office issued the Ulster l'aintings 
Commemorative stamp". On June 19th, or possibly a few days earlier, the Irish 
Republican Philatelic Office (IRYU) overprinted the 3p in four lines: "~.OIRSE 
EIRl>ANII / FIGHT FOR / UNITED Ilt.t;LAND / 1916 - 1971" [.md obliterated the pro
file of the i.,iueen with a large "X", (figure 1) .The J:'ost Office sheets were 
broken down into panes of :25 (5 x 5) to facilitate the overprinting. .~rinters' 
proofs are known. Eowever, I have only examined 2 photocopy of a proof sheet. 
The lRPO initially sta~ed that 5,000 stamps were overprinted, but subsequently 
indicated that the total was 7,500. In a press release dated June 24, 1')71, the 
IRPO claimed that the overprinting was carried out in Northern Ireland. It 
further stated that "these stamps have been used on mail posted (in Northern 
Ireland) within the last week." r't should be noted that no claim has been made 
that a Republican postal service, private postal service, or philatelic postal 
service is operating in Northern Ireland.Covers bearing these stamps were de
posited in the mails of the British Post Office in various cities and towns of 
Northern Ireland. <iome of these were duly postrnarked and delivered to the ad
dressee (figure 3) while others have been reported as marked postage due in 
manuscript. However, it appears that the majority were not cancelled, bl<t for
wRrded to the addressee under separate cover with a letter from the British GPO 
as shown in figure 4. Unused overprinted stamps were offered by the IRPO at lOp 
each, plus postage, and examples used on cover at 2 Pounds each (the covers 
were subsequently sold out). Following the IRPO's press release, accounts of 
th~ issue aRpeared ~ri the "Irish Press", "Irish Times·, "Irish Post" and "Irish 
In ependent all dally newspapers. A short article also appeared in the Boston 
~und~y Globe of August 8, 1971. 
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The seco!1d "issuel! s.ppeo.red on ~epl-em8er 25, 1971 E.nd consisted 0:' the 2+ 
p ~;orthern jI'clE.nd defini t i ve regio!lo.l Qverprin tea in th ree l.ine s ,0 SU})?C~~' / 
~INN/-?EINn Llnd the 3D of tbe same i88U.8 "DAll. / 1.':11,1'E / 1971", fiG~J.Tes 2. 
These stamps were a~so sold ~t lOp ~ and used on cover ~t ~wo ~ounds each. The 
IRJ;C· ctcted that 5,000 of euch were pr'intect, with a further printing 118xpected'l 
11. was ~lso noted th~t "the three s~Gmps will be withdrawn from sale on Decem
ber 31st, 1971.~ :he printers are r'eportedly the Shme as ~or the previous is
sue. ~he Post uffice sheets were broken down into pEnes of 100 (10 x 10;, End 
as with the ~arlier issue, printers' proofs are known. According to ~n IRPO re
lease, the Dail lladh is a provisional reg~onal pErliament o~ llster supported 
by the '-'inn r.e1n and the Irish Republican Army. 

r.::-he front p8ge of the Hovember f:., 1.971 issue of !I~jinn I G 0tnmp IJews" car-
ried an account of these stamps in that publication's usual crisp newspaper 
style, that was perhrips a bit pre-mature. It was taken, wi-th acknowledgment, 
from the London publication, "Coins, ~tamps ~. Collectinetl of October 16, 1971 
hod illustrated the "DAIL / ULADII / 1971" overprin"t on the wronr aritis~ stamp. 
The illustration appeared in tl18 London publication and is Apparently an u,rt
ist's "mock up" as the alignment of the letters is considerably different from 
t~e actual overprint. Both articles carry the sta~ement "Alttloueh Northern Ire
land stf.impS are not va.lid in the Republic , it seems likely that mail bearing the 
overprints has slipped througr,'I. I don't know the basis of this statement and 
assume that the aLA thoy got hiG fact s C:. b:L t mixed up when learning that some cov- _ 
ers franked with these overprinted stumps posted in Rorthern Ireland (where un
defaced British stamps are the only official issues) were delivered to address-
es in the Irish Republic. ~uite a bit has been mude of the fuot that some of 
these overprints have been postmarked in Northern Ireland and delivered through 
the mails in the normal manner. However, I would attaoh grea~er significance to 
the fact thut the British Post Office has considered them as defaced postage 
stamps, and when observed, has delivered the covers uncance~led under a separate 
cover with a note expluining their position. Initially these notes appear to 
have been tvped separal,ely (figure 4) but more recently pre-printed form let
ters have been used. It appears that roughly 80% of the covers posted are re
turned uncanoelled in this manner.Copies used on cover are reported from Belfast, 
Londonderry, Armagh and Newry and quite probably exist from other towns as well. 
However such usage does not in any way affect their status. Philatelists are 
familiar with all types of labels being used by accident or design as postage 
stamps, and by oversight, being cancelled and passed through the mails. 

One question that is rather difficult to answer is just what is the Irish 
Republican l'hiletelic OfficeY From the information at hand, it could be port of, 
or associated with any of the following: the more virulent bronch of the Irish 
Republicen Army (IRA) per F.". Dixon; IRA per R. "tein of D. Feldman Ltd.; or 
::;inn Fein per JV:.D. Buchalter, Hibernian ,-,tump Co. In the article previously men ... 
tioned in "Coins, btBmps & Collecting" they stated, "When CS&C phoned the 'Irish 
Republican ¥hilBtelic Office' it turned out to be the headquarters of the ¥rovis
ional IRA in Dublin." To further oomplicate matters, a recent brochure released 
by the IRPO reproduces press clippings from several Irish papers regarding the 
st~mps: the "Evening Herold", uct. 1st, states " •• stumps overprin"Led by the Pro
vision~l IRJi •• "; the ~'Irish Press tl

, Oct. 2nd, 11IIne Irish Republican Philatelic 
Office run by ~inn Fein (Kevin bt.) •• " The "Irish Independent" of Oct. 2nd 
"The I.R.A. is selling British stamps overprinted.," and the "Irish Times" also 
of Oct. 2nd: " •• two overprints on British stamps by the Provisional wine of the 
Republican movement •• " and in the next paragraph; "The stamps will be sold from 
the Kevinbtreet office of binn Fein •• " and in the last paragraph: " •• overprints 
were released by the ¥rovisionBl I.R.A." All of which leaves me a bit confused; 
unless there is one organization whioh goes by several names - otherwise it 
Bounds like an Irish stew. Ohecks made out to the IR¥O in payment for these 
stamps have been endorsed "Irish Republioan Y 0" in B rubber stamp and "Irish 
Republicen !'hilatelic Offioe in manuscript followed by 8n indeoipherable siena
ture. The profit from the sale of these overprints hps been rather loosely 
defined by the IRPO as being used "to ruise funds for the Republican Movement 
;, letter J?ublished in the "Irish 'Times" of July 28, 1971 by one Tarlach O'Briain 
a spokesmdn for th~ IRPO, vehemently denied that any profits will go to the I.R. 
A. One rether lronlC note io that for every stamp so overprinted, a goodly 
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tion of the lOp charge l?+ or 3p depending on the stamp's 
ically goes to the nritish government, on the reRson~ble 
st2mps were purch&sed from the British yost u~fice. 

denomination) automat
assumption thFt the 

In conclusion, let me state that in my opinion, these overprinted stamps 
cannot under any stretch of the imBgin~tion be considered anything other than d. 

f6ced postu~e stamps. As such they do not warrunt true philatelic recognition 
However, mnny collectors of Ireland have a genuine interest in political labels, 
us I do myself,And of course many collectors are interested in Cinderella IDeter
iDl.~hese overprints could fall into this 18.tter all-encompassing clnssification 
I ~hink we will have to admit, though,that there are strong philatelic overtones 
attached to this batch of "political labels". For example,the use of overprinted 
genuine postage stamps as opposed to an originally designed lebel (the stamps at 
from 5 to :; i'ounds 8 sheet make for rather expensive printing paper. j, (the con
cern for postmBrk~d covers, the publication of ouantities printed,the second is
sue coming close on the heels of the first, an~ of course, the use of the word 
"philatelic" in the name of y je Irish Republican .l"'hi18tel;ic O"'fice. !:iO perh8ps 
we are being taken,but considering some of the wallpaper being bought and recog
nized as genuine posta(,.e st8.mps. perhaps we asked for it. 

Figure 3 

Postal Headquarters Northern Ireland 

QU~!N'S HOUS~ T<"~'Q".: DHfAST lllllht 

I~ Qu"N STRHT T.I •• JoII41 (POHQ N. 1.-.1,".) 

BH'As-r."... G;,~ AI'. NQ. 61i 1002 

!'hilnt~:!.ic OUioa 
2(l. I.,- ::cvin 5t1-'.'Ot 
p-.;:r.,Jt: 8 

1 ·,:,::100"" O1'lLl'~~" c:i: il""o obc~"vetl i,-, ',:o\H'~~ or I()~t 
n')cll"'l~'''''' ~~ ,,-o,a' o'"I)'."nt'"'ltl,n:, 

~c~-'~~rfi;n~u~~~ ~~~.~. ~~J~~r;:~~~ ';:~;::(;~:;~ ,~~~~;~o~;:, 
~~ by :::~(uW of j"~I',,.'f~<lt ""C d,,;-o<len !'o"t .. " .. Ot,"l!~j. 

,olt:,F.;):; Ul"e c~r"id~"QJ ,hfac"J. If!"'" 11al';',,,\ or t:.D f •. QO 
\lit;, ,·r." '.rrl';t:l1, J'~iJ'.t'", 'H' "~"I'lpod C!''''tDct~.",:'. 

Figure 4 

Philatelic Offlc~ 
2a Lr. Kevin St. 
Dublin 8 

B,·itish "tamp" 
oyerprinted 

by Pro~isionals 
The e<;ta'blishmcnt of Oilil lIladh 

i~ marked in the 1~~lIe of t'-'" o·er
prints on Briti~h s!amr' h\ ,the 
Pro"i~ional >'-Inl/. ,)f the Republl.:.n 
mO'YcmenL ."-Ireadv. lellclt f'O~!N 
in BelfaAl have' been delivered 
carrying the in~cripliC!n "Suprort 
Sinn Fein" and "Dail Uladh. 1971." 

The overprints to mark the set
lina up of Dail Uladh. which h:n 
the support of Ine Provisional .... ing 
of the J.R.A. and Srnn Hill (Kevin 
(!Ireel), are on spocial Northern In~
land regional i\~ue ~tamrs frClm the 
British Pmt Office, 

The stamfl5 will he 'nld fr\lm the 
Ke\'in ~Heet Clrrice of Smn Feln to 
rai~e ftlnd~. and thn .... ill C(l'O;\ lOp 
each. 

Thi~ j, the ~e':;'nd lime fM the 
Provi!\;onai! \0 i'~lIe o\erprlnt,. 
When the Rrit;~h Pn~t Olfice 
t-Irou,hI out a commemorative i~~lJe 
fN the UI~ter '71 Fe~tivill. over· 
prlnt~ .... ere releaud by the Pro
"isional I.R .. "w 

REPUBLICAN POSTAGE STAMPS 
8RlnSH STAMPS OVERPRINTED 

rJMo rollf)wtfta 8rMllh "_le .-mPI bave befln OV'r"rtllled by 
mt'mbt'fI; 01 UM RrbtlOan ~YfllDut aa 1I1e Si.:{ Occupied 
f:r~,~'ern :~~I:Dlrot. egat1* .. coattnlMld pr .. 1W..'fI 01 Brillllh 

I. ~~~":ol;nu-;..~ '1:itA~;;ff~~r:11 ':.IA::~~ a:::ur5~~ 
;.ear oi the f\ghl. for Irbrh 'r~dom; P'RIC&-IOp ea~ (unutt'd). 

1 .. NORTH.RH ' ..... AMD .. RIGlOMAL STA"" tU" and lp) 
o\'c'rpnnttd .. 5UPHaT SlNM FMM " and .. DAIL ~DH 1971 .. 
III man the Httlnl up of 0"1 Utadb. a provllllonal parliament 
of L'ln.r (' eounctfll) luppoftecl by the Re.pubYc:..n MOVltmfn! 
.1$ a Itep towuda ,..·unlftcatton. Mt'CS-IOp tadl (2Op-st"t nf 
), unuM<!. ~ 

All stamps ar. on Silt at !hl' IIn .. F,I" Offtcl. h L,., knoll' St. (oft' 
Cemd ... St.) or by poll't (&en4 p.a. or Che.'lUf and S.,-\.t. ao 
pollla~e) from: 

IRISH REPUBLICAN PHILATELIC OFnCE 
2. Lr. Kevln 8b-eet, Dublin S., Tel. 181 t 10 

Photos by Adrien Boutrelle 809 



THE 
STAMP 

OF 
APPROVAL 

Harmers are proud of being professionals, They believe that philatelic selling, whether at auction 
or private treaty, requires a professional approach to ensure a maximum realization. They can help 
you in the successful disposal of your collection, as they did in the disposal of that of Hans 
G. Zervas, former President of the Collectors Club, 

A booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling", giving full details of Harmer's facilities is gratis 
on request. 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
THE STAMP ACTIONEERS 

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

(212) 757-4460 

• 
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