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Irish Newspaper 
Wrappers 

by William O'Connor 

In over thirty years of collecting Irish 
philatelic material, I have acquired only 
three complete privately printed newspa
per wrappers. I have a few of the early cut 
squares of the 1920s through 1950s with 
the pre-printed harp firmly imprinted: the 
paper being very thin and very fragile, and 
easily damaged. In addition, I have a couple 
of complete Queen Victoria types with nice 
Londonderry and Dublin postmarks. 

The Irish wrappers in my collection all 
have the one penny red map of Ireland 
stamp, dated in the 1930s, and all sent to 
the United States of America. The first item 
(Fig. 1) comes from The Western People, 
Ballina, Co. Mayo, Eire. This newspaper 
began in 1883, and from my accounts, it is 
still published. 

The second wrapper (Fig. 2) is from 
The Irish Press, Ireland's Greatest News
paper, Burgh Quay, Dublin. Began in 
1931, this paper was a major player in the 
newspaper business in Ireland. Over 
100,00 copies of this paper were printed 
in the late 1930s. The Sunday Press, and 
the Evening Press were spin-offs of the 
original newspaper. The whole group of 
newspapers went into liquidation in Sep
tember of 1995. Like many parts of the 
world, fewer and fewer newspapers are 
available in our cities and towns today. 

The last wrapper (Fig. 3) is from the 
Irish Independent, Ireland's National 
Newspaper. This Dublin-based paper was 
founded in the last decade of the 191h cen
tury as the Daily Irish Independent. It was 
re-launched a decade or so later with its 
current name. I found the Sunday Indepen
dent on line and it appears to be a very vi
brant paper today. One interesting aspect 
of this wrapper is the listing of the winter 
address of the Ringling Brothers' Circus 
in Sarasota, Florida in the 1930's. 

I would hope many more of these kinds 
of newspaper wrappers are available. If 
families are like mine, however, most of 
the daily mail does not get saved, and very 
few items are saved for posterity. + 

THE REVEALER Page 27 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 2 

. '4 �:�J�i�. �"�~ �.�;�,� 'h' '/'" ,It �.�l�A�C�t�I�«�(�~� ,PIcut ruun ro 

i- ... ",."tIImt 

Fig. 3 

From the collection of Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 
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Project Exhibit Ireland 
by Patrick 1. Ryan. Sr. 

As I was editing this issue of The Revealer, I thought 
that it might be a good time to provide a boost to help some 
of our members to consider exhibiting their Irish stamps, 
Postal History and Stationery. Many of us have trouble set
ting up or organizing an exhibit. I am sure that at least some 
of you have thought about displaying your treasures, but 
have not taken the plunge for lack of knowledge of how to 
present it. 

One of the solutions to the problem is to give you some 
ideas on how to approach this problem. Therefore, I have 
asked some known exhibitors to send me their First Pages 
and Synopsis Pages for publication. I will print them as 
space permits in future issues. 

In the meantime, here are some preliminary entries. 
Please feel free to write to me and ask your questions. Those 
of you who might have something to contribute, please send 
them tome. • 
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