
ECONOMY LABELS
Governments run on paper - even in this day of E-mail and computers.  In 1916 or 17,
this was definitely the case.  Imagine yourself as a British civil servant during WW1,
when paper products, including envelopes, were rationed or, at least, hard to get.  How
do you send a letter?  Even better, how does the reply get back? 

The answer was the Economy Label, or to use it’s full name, the War Economy Label. 
This is a gummed piece of paper, with the return address, and the logo, national
symbol, and office address on it.  This instructions were to put the response in the
original envelope, cross out the original address,  reseal it on the back using the
economy label, and put it in the mail.  

The net result was the recycling of the
envelope!  Not only did it save paper,
but since the label was pre-addressed,
it went to the desired location.  It
expedited the response, since the
sender did not have to find a new
envelope, and also avoided any delays
while the respondent looked for
stamps, since it was official mail and
required no stamps.  Great idea! In

fact, so great an idea that it has been perpetuated in English and Irish governments
through today. 

The Economy Label affords the
postal historian a glimpse into how
information travels, especially
when several layers of labels are
found on a cover.  Of course, it
may raise unanswerable questions
like “Why are the Gardai sending
letters to the Ministry of Fisheries
and Forestry? Was there an
outbreak of salmon poaching”?
Likewise correspondence between
Defense and the Gaeltacht - surely
the Russians won’t invade



Donegal? We may not know the “whys” but we can see the lines of communication.

Most Economy Labels are
copies of an original document;
thus they have the printing
warrant information on them. 
This gives the date and the
amount ordered, and possibly
the printer’s name. There are
several main varieties, and
many varieties available. Some
have harps, others preprinted
addresses, while more often,

they are blank and list only the department or office name.
   

Economy labels are found used
in almost any situation requires
an envelope or small package.
Under the terms of the Irish-
British Postal Treaty, Economy
labels can be used between the
countries without additional
postage.   

RHM12/10

Irish Economy Label used from London to Irish Customs, Dublin. Note

British cancel celebrating the marriage of the then-Princess Elizabeth.
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