
FIRST FLIGHT COVERS
Ireland participated in the early days of flight due to its geographic location as the westernmost
country in Europe, and the closest spot to North America.  One of the earliest ideas to speed mail

was to use the airplane to move mail by the use of
catapult aircraft from German ships in the North
Atlantic to speed mail to Galway by air, and then to
London, Bremen, and Berlin.  This could reduce
delivery times by 3 to 4 days.  The first mail moved
this way in 1929, however the British felt
threatened by having German planes transiting a
Commonwealth nation (Ireland was part of the
Commonwealth until 1937), and especially
overflying England.

The year 1939 brought the PanAm Clipper
seaplane with the first commercial trans-
Atlantic flights from Southhampton, England
to Foynes, in the Shannon Estuary, near
Limerick, to Botwood, Newfoundland, and on
to New York.  This was rapidly followed by
the start of World War II in September 1939,
which changed aviation entirely. 
 
In the post-war propeller age, aircraft refueled
in Ireland before or after the over-water leg.
Unlike the Clipper aircraft, these were no longer seaplanes, but required land based runways. 
Shannon Airport, just north of Limerick, served as one of the gateways to Europe. 

With the advent of jet aircraft, new horizons
were opened for tourists to and from Ireland. 
With their increased range, stops in Ireland
were no longer necessities, but by this time
Ireland had grown into a major tourist
destination of its own.  Capitalizing on the
Irish history and heritage, the friendliness of
the people, and, of course, famous for a pint
of Guinness, newer airlines and services
arose. International airports were opened in

Dublin, and Knock, Co. Mayo, to provide service to the faithful visiting the shrine there.



For the aviation buff, collecting first flights provides an insight into route, rates, and how things
worked.  Several books on Irish Aerophilately are available for purchase from the EPA Special
Offers Manager, or for EPA members available for loan through the Librarian.  The Revealer has
numerous articles on the subject in the searchable CD ROM containing 50 years of back issues.
The American Airmail Association has a multi-volume catalogue on all FAM routes and flights.
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