
OFFICIAL MOURNING COVER

In Ireland, death is seen as a passage - a move from this temporal world of aches, pains, and
problems, to a new and better place, hopefully in the presence of God.  In passing, we mourn the
loss of a friend, comrade, lover, or someone who has influenced life, one way or another. We
also celebrate their life - in words and feelings.  Thus, the tradition of the Irish Wake where the
dead one is mourned and the memories of his or her life  celebrated by those remaining in “... this
vale of Tears”.  The wake is an important social event. In addition to the mourning and
reminiscences, it is a time for family and friends (and sometimes, enemies) to gather, resolve old
differences (and create some new ones). It is a neutral ground where an informal conversation
might lead to later more serious discussions.

Kevin O’Higgins (1892-1927) was the Vice-President of the Executive Council and Minister of
Justice in the government of the Irish Free State in 1927.  He was assassinated by members of the
Irish Republican Army.  They didn’t oppose the Independence of Ireland,  but rather were against
the Treaty that provided only partial Independence (The Free State of Ireland) and left the Six
Counties of Northern Ireland under British control.  Although defeated in the Civil War of 1922-
1923, the IRA survived as an underground organization.)

O’Higgins was afforded a state funeral, and the government went into official mourning for a
period.  The cover shown here is an official mourning cover used by the Inspector of Taxes
Office for its normal business.  The English/Irish logo (upper right) identifies the document as

being both Official and Paid in both languages. The logo design is unique to this style of cover,



having the accent on the Diolta directly above the “i” as opposed to being to the right as seen on
similar logos.  A straight line parallel to the harp back would hit the “i” i “Ofigiuil” if extended. 
The angle between the strings and the harp back plate is 52 degrees.  The term Saorstát Éireann
(top center) is the Irish language wording for The Free State of Ireland which existed from 1922
through 1947, initially as part of the British Commonwealth.  In 1947, the government was
changed to Republic of Ireland  -  a totally independent nation.  The sending office, Inspector of
Taxes, located in Parnell Square, is listed in the lower left.

Ireland is one of the few countries having an official mourning cover.
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