
POSTAL FORMS & LABELS

Napoleon supposedly said “An army marches on its stomach”.  If this is true, then bureaucracy
marches on paper.  The Irish Post Office was (and remains) a bureaucracy, and paper (or the data
contained thereon) was, is, and probably will, in the future, remain important.  There are forms to
approve and disapprove, forms to order and dispose of things, forms to report problems, and
most important, forms to collect money.

For the collector, these forms show how a large organization that is widely spread over the
country can manage people, equipment and money, while performing an efficient operation.

To resupply a Post
Office, forms provided
the postmaster a way to
order stamps. Included
on the form is a REM 2
label, an address label
used in shipping the
stamps from Aldboro
House Resupply Depot
in Dublin.

 

To collect for services rendered, telephone bills
charged for services.  The recipient of the Final
Notice decided that immediate payment was a better
option rather than later pay a £100 reconnection fee
in addition to the bill.  His receipt is attached to the
form. 

Was it poor glue or a poor memory that resulted in
unsealed envelopes being found in the mail.  The
Returned Letter Section used the RLS form 45 to



 call attention to the problem, and secure what was inside. 

These are but a few of the forms and labels that helped people who were literate but unschooled
in postal operations make the organization function efficiently.  This is especially notable since
many of the smaller offices were part-time functions or part of another business, such as a
general store.  These forms tell a story of how managers managed, and how workers got the job
done.  

A  book on Irish Official Mail is available for purchase from the EPA Special Offers Manager’ or
for EPA members available for loan through the Librarian.  The Revealer has several articles on
the subject in the searchable CD ROM containing 50 years of back issues.              RHM12/10


