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THE IRISH WOLFHOUND

THE NATIONAL DOG OF IRELAND
By Robert J. May

The Irish Wolfhound, the king of the canine race, has become generally
accepted as the national dog of Ireland. Along with the round tower and|
harp he 1s firmly established as one of the national emblems. From most
remote times he has been known and prized for his wonderful ability in
hunting and destroying the wolf. He had to possess great speed and an
abundance of strength for thiles difficult work. The Irish Wolfhound had
both of these qualities.
(Continued on page 274) 273
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THE IRISH WOLFHOUND
(Contimed from page 273)

Cattle were of supreme importance in Ireland
in past ages as they are today, and the rav-
ages caused by wolwves attacking herds were
tailed by the wide-spread use of wolfhounds
In same of the famous hunts organized by the
some thousands of men and hounds were
nsed to clear whole regions of the ecountry of
olves. It is sald that sixteen thousand me
pach with his hound, were used in the hunt or-
anizad by Cailte for Eochaid, King of Ulidia when they
hunted the whole range of the Mourne Mount-
3, ¢clearing them of wolwves and wild boars.
The hunts usually took place during the sum
r months when the country was less liable
o invasion from enemies. They also serwved
g a means to keep men and hounds trained and
ln good condition if called upon to defend
heir country.

L]

THE HOUND, FAMOUS IN WARFARE

The fame of the hound in warfare is told in
any old tales.

lay, and his fame was so great that the Kings
of Connacht and Ulster both offered 12,000
attle and a Royal Chariot with two of the
inest horses to be found for him. The con-
ost for the possession of the hound ended in
A battle between the Kings of Connacht and
Tlster, in which Ailbe was killed. We can
pain some idea of the value of Ailbe on pres-
pnt~day standards by reckoning the twelve

pach.
"320,000.By comparison,the price paid for Tulyar

the Irish Wolfhound can be obtained from the

been found in the bog of ILagore, Dunshaughlin,

One of the best known is that

housand cattle at the present-day price of/co
This would make the price for the hound

WOLFHOUND DATES BACK TO NINTH CENTURY
A good idea of the size and conformation of

skulls of specimens of large dogs that have

county Meath, which are estimated to date fram

ninth or tenth century. Carvings of dogs are
also to be found on the Celtic Cross of Kells.

The first writing of the Irish national dog
tional dog comes in 1571, In that year the
Blessed Edmund Champion, S.J., compiled his
Historie of Ireland at Turvey House, Donbate,
County Dublin, the present home of the Couni-
han family. He wrote as follows:

* They (the Irish) are wot without wolves and grey-

T}ll’

Irish wolfhound is similar in shape 10 a greyhound

hounds to hunt then, bigger of bone than a colr.

bigger than a mastiff and tractable as a spaniel.

This description stands good for the present
-day specimens of this historic breed. That
the Irish Wolfhound possesses wonderful cour-
age and strength and is able to hold his own
well against great odds i# brought out in many
stories. But, our hound has alsc another sidsg
to his nature--he makes an ideal companion,
trustful and true, devoted to his master and
prepared, if necessary, to give his life for
him,

DUBLIN MAN ERECTED MEMORIAL FOR HIS HOUHD

The wonderful love and devotion of dog and
man is to be found in a fine memorial erected
over the tomb of an aged Dublin citizen in
1865 at Mount Jerome Cemetery. A life-sized
statue of a massive aged Irish Wolfhound is
placed on a pedistal surmounting the tomb of
the hound's departed friend.

THE DEVOTION OF GELERT FOR HIS MISTRESS

The love and devotion of the famous hound,
Gelert, to his little Mistress, the daughter

the famous sire, would seem quite reasonable.
27k

(Contimed on page 275)



THE IRISH WOLFHOUND cousin, a Mr. Henry N. Thompson, who tock
(Contimed from page 27L) ‘them back to America in 1832. Six years later
another pair was sent to Fort Smelling in-
of Llewellyn, Prince of Wales, caused his |order to establish the breed thare. Since
death in another tragic mannmer. The story [then other Irish Wolfhounds have followed.
is told that the Prince was looking for his |And now, the breed is firmly established in
lost daughter when he came upon her and foundithe United States.
her covered with blood. On seeking the cause|
he found Gelert alsp covered with blood and THE IRISH WOLFEHOUND CLUB OF AMERICA
thinking that the hound had sawvaged the child
he 1mmediately killed the dog. A few moments):.
later, to his terrible grief, he found a ’
large dead wolf nearby. It was then that he |B
realized that Gelert had in fact protected
the princess and killed the wolf. A momm-
ment was erected over the hound's grave and
the story is also commemorated in paintings
==0ne by Malecise, the Cork painter, about
1820. There is also a poem commemorating
Gelert's sad end by the Hon. W.R. Spencer.

~ The Irish Wolfhound
g Club of America has re-
cently published & moma-
H mental work entitled——
g "FIFTY YEARS OF IRISH
WOLFHOUND REGISTRATIONS
IN AMERICA." It was the
~ M work of Mr. Le Roy Foss,
= the club's editor. The
¢ book tells the history
of the breed in the Unit-
ed States by giving full
particulars of each of
The fame of the Irish hound spread to all ' : the 2,275 registered dogs,
parts of the Continent and their export was The society also publishes a quarterly mag-
was one of the chief causes for the contim- razim devoted to the Irish Wolfhound.
ed decrease in the mmbers remaining in Ire-
land. So much so that an order was passed EMBIEM OF THE FIGHTING 69th REOIMENT
at a Parlisment sitting in Kilkenny in 1652
prohibiting all persons from exporting them.| Two Wolfhounds adorn the original flag of
By the end of the eighteenth century, the [the famous 69th Regimemt——The "Fighting Irish]
mmber of hounds to be found in Ireland be- [And, two Wolfhounds head the Color Party of
came very few indeed. The last wolf was that Regiment in the St. Patrick!s Day Parade
killed in Ireland in 1786 at Myshall mear in New York City each year.
Ballydarton by a pack of wolfdogs kept by
Mr. Watson—a well-known master of the hounds, A BRIGHT FUTURE IN ITS NATIVE LAMD
From that time on, native hounds were kept
by only a few lovers of the breed or from a The future outlook for the Irish Wolfhound
sentimental point of view; some kept them as in his native country is bright. There are

HOUND EXPORTATION BANNED IN 1652

a faithful companion. mow many faithful followers of the hound with
ood kennels particularily in the eastern
THE WOLFHOUND THAT ®TOOK TO DRINK™ art of Ireland. From the north to the south

champions of the breed are to be seen at
he dog shows. It 18 not infrequent that he
ains the award of "Best in Show." The Irish

Hamilton Rowan, the founder of the United
Irishmen, was often seen in Dublin accompa-
nied by two Irish wolfhounds. Mr E. Wilmont
Chetwode of Portarlington got some specimens
from Rowan and gave a young hound to his
neighboring friend Mr. Pim, the brewer. The jvession in Ireland 1s considered ccmplete
story is told that the wolfhound "took to 8s at least a pair of Wolfhounds figure
drink" and had to be carrled to bed twice a [in it. (The End)
week by the brewer's men. It seems that he
drank too freely of the liquor that over- WHO'LL BUY KILLARNEY?
flowed from the vats. Owing to the develop-
ment of this bad habit the dog was returned | (ld Killarney is up for sale. Its owner,
to Mr. Chetwode where he reformed and led a [Mrs. Beatrics Grosvenor, says that the Brit-
life of sobriety. ish tax man wants §196,000 on the famous Iri-
sh estate's subsidiary property in England,
THE WOLFHOUND!S ENTRY INTO THE U.S. so she is putting most of Killarney itself on

the block.
Mr. Chetwode gave a brace of hounds to his |(Contirmued on page 276) 275

ible and works in close co-operation with
he Irish Wolfhound Club. MNo pageant or pro-




WHO'LL BUY KILLARNEY?
(Continued from page 275)

The estate embrases all of the Killarmey
lakes and three picturesque mountain-ringed
pools in central Kerry. Mrs Grosvenor will
sell about 8,000 acres and keep perhaps 1000.

OVERPRINTS WITH OFFSET ON REVERSE

Mr. Perry Adamg wrote on these interesting
varieties as listed in Mereditht!s "Postage
Stamps of Ireland, 1922-27" in the May-June
1956 issue of The Revealer.

Mr, William Kane of Ballsbridge, Dublin,
desirious of adding to the completeness of
the 1list, submitted a 10/ from the Tham Saar-
atit three 1line with an obvious offset on the
backe.

Are there any other values to add to the
offset list?

THE SHORT THIRD LINE—REVISITED
By Malcolm G. O'Reilly
(E.P.A, President)

Recently; I scrutinized the back issues of
The Revealer. MAmong the articles I reviewed
was one written by Mre. Perry Adams, in the
Sept.~Oct. issue of 1951. Mr. Adams wrote on
the "Short Third Line" variety which occurs
on the shilling values overprinted by Messrs.
Dollard. He wrote at that time in a precau-
tionary manner to insure that some collector
would not mistake the Short Third ILine Dell-
ard for a black Thanm.

The Dollard 2/6, 5/ and 10/ Third Line meas-
urement is normally 21,5 mm. while the Thom
Third Line measurement for these walues 1is
normally 21.0 mm. The Short Third Line on
the Dollard shillings is alse 21.0 mm.-heno
the confusion.

Although Dollard used a black ink for over-
printing and Thom a blue black, one does not
always have optimum conditions for distingu-
ishing the color of the overprinting inks.
For this reason collectors are more inclined
to use measurements to distingulish these two
issues.

DESIRE TO OBVIATE 21.0 mm. AS CRITERION

Mr., Adams desired to obvliate the erronsous
acceptance of a 21,0 mm., third 1line meaure-

ent as the criterion for distinguishing the
Dollard from the Thom. In his article, Mr.
|Adams quoted Meredith's handbook on  "The
Postage Stamps of Ireland, 1922-27." He gave
the positions of the short third line as
1xhy, 2xly, 6xh, Txhand 9x1.
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In

accepting this data he was following such
authoritles as Robson Lowe (Encyclopedia of
British Empire Postage Stamps, Vol. I) and
the equally eminent Dr. Herbert Munk (Kohlts
Handbook) .

FEEL LISTING INCOMPLETE

I have always felt the listing te be in-
camplete. The Dollard shillings were owver=-
printed using one plate-—-which was made up
of two identical stereos of 20 subjects for
the §4O positions. It was logical therefore,
to assume that since the Short Third Ling was
found in 9 x 1 (position 33) it had also to
to occur in L} x 1 (position 13). Following
this theory to 2 practiecal conclusion, in-
volved obtaining sufficient material to prove
that the Short Third Line does exist in posi-
tion 13. The successful conclusion to this
project was reached some time ago. But aftey
the momentary exhiliration of success waned,
the incident was forgotten.

Por the record,; the Dollard Short Third
Line may be found in the following positions.

. . . X
X . . .
. X
- . x
L . .

The three positions (6 plate positions;
may be identified. Without side (or top
selvege they can not be identified on the
sheet. They can be reduced to two possible
positions.

(1) Positions )i & 2l == The tail of the r in
h Bireann, if extended, would pass be-

tween the lst and 2nd 2's of 1922. The
i of Rialtas, if extended, would pass be~-
tween the uprights of the h in h ann.

(2) Positions 8 & 28 — The tail of the r in
h Eireann, if extended, would strike the
cap of the second 2 of 1922, The i of
Rialtas, if extended, would pass_through
the large upright of the h in h Eireann.
(3) Positions 13 & 33 == The tail of the r
in h Eireann, if extended, would touch
the rear of the 1st 2 of 1922. The i of
Rialtas, if extended, would pass_through
the small upright of the h in h Rireann.
(Contimed on page 277)




THE SHORT THIRD LINE—REVISITED
(Continued from page 276)

ILIUSTRATIONS OF RIALTAS POSITIONS

natcap
Sealavac
na, héipeann
1922

Positions L & 2L

Matcap
» Sealavaé
na héipeann
1922
Pogitions 8 & 28
matcap
Sealavaé
na hiéipeann
1922

Positions 13 & 33

The illustrations are slightly exaggerated
to emphasize the points of identification.
They are enlarged for the same purpose.

While there are other points of differen-
tiation, these should be sufficient for the
purpose.

I am willing to identify by stereo positis
on, any Short Third Iine Dollards sent to
me. Postage and risk to be borne by the in
dividual submitting the material. (The End)

IRISH P+O. WILL ISSUE BARRY COMMEMORATIVE

Word has been received that the Depart-
ment for Posta and Telagraph, in Dublin,
will issue a single camemorative stamp in
memory of Commodore John Barry.

It will be recalled that Barry, a Wexford
man, was the founder of the United States
Navy.

The stamp is expected to be issuved in
late September and will have its First Day
of Issue at Waterford, County Waterford.
It will be in two values—=g 1 Sh. 3d. and
3d. The first value will carry the over-
seas air mail rate while the other will be
used for the inland postage rate.

The printing will be dore by the recess
process method. The cclor of the adhesive
has not been announced..

IRELAND TO RECEIVE BARRY STATUE FROM U.S.

A statue of Commodore John Barry, costing
$500,000, a gift from the United States Gow-
ermment, will be erected in Wexford this fall.
The statue will be located near the spot fram
which he set out on his historic journsy.

The statue will be taken to Ireland on a
UeS. cruser, accompanied by several destroy-
ers. The ships and their crews will take
rart in the unveiling ceremonies.

EVENT WILL TIGHTEN FRIENDSHIP BONDS

The participation of American and Irish sail-
ors in this tribute is a significant event.
It will prepetuate the memory of Barry on the
fringe of Irish territorial waters and serve
as a lasting monument to this great Irishman.
Also, it will tighten the bonds of American-
Irish friendship of which he is so outstand-
ingly the embodiment.

e
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Mr. Michael Giffney, President of the Dublin Stamp Society (right)

presenting the Canadian Philatelic Society Shield to Mr, Theodore W.

Mortimer, Hon. Secretary, at the Soclety’s annual competitions held at
the Grosvenor Hotel, Westland Row.

DUBLIN STAMP SOCIETY WINS FORD TROPHY

Last year the Dublin Stamp Soclety won the
Ford of Canada Trophy at the annual exhibit-
ion of the Canadian Philatelic Society. The
award was for the best entry in the Inter-
Club Class.

WINNERS AGAIN-=THIS YEAR

The Dublin elub scored again this year.
The above picture shows Mr. Giffney present-
ing this year's prize to the ¢lub secretary.

EePedA. members, in Ireland, who partici-

ted are: Mr. Louis le Page Renouf and our
furopean Representative, Mr. Michael Giffney.
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THE BIRDSHOT OVERPRINT FYPESHIFT
=To the left——To the Right—

By Perry Adams, E.P.A. #8l

In its four editions, W. G. Meredith's
Handbook, THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF IRELAND,1922
—1927, extanding well into the last mamed
year; on the whole did a most thorough Job.
It is because he managed to cateh and des-
cribe so many things related to the perenni-
ally smasing Irish overprints—findings which
have largely stood the test of time—-that hig
published studies remain in such demand.

MEREDITH MISSED THESE TYPESHIFIS

Considering how little of moment escaped
him, it is thus the more surprising that his
report of overprint typeshifts (including
several covered in these pages, the most re-
cent of which were the "top-and-bottom®" va-
rieties) appear to make no mention of that
odd group, part-left, part-right on the sub-
Ject stamps, almost as if the Gaelic chara-
cters had been fired from a shotgun. When
you glance abt the illustration on this page,
what happened is obvious enough. So greatly
to ome side was the shift of the whole clichik
that the overprint fram the stamp horizont-
ally adjacent slid over, to appear in part
upon the subject specimen, leaving the cen-
ter of the stamp fres of both part-overpints.

I HAVE SERN THEM, YBET WITH A RESERVATION:

Over a considerabls period, I have seen
this "birdshot effect® several times, yet
with a reservation: That, save once, it has
appeared only upon the 3d and 1d Dollards
(Seott and Gibbons-NWo. 1 and 2)., The one
exception was in the late 'Forties—a used
pair of the 24d with red Dollard overprint
(Scott #9, Gibbons #22). I have been re-
cently advised that the variation also ap-
pears on ths Dollard Ld in red (Scott #10,
Gibbons #23) and on the Thom first overprint-
ing, the black 1¢d (Seott #15, Gibbons #10
or #ll).

Swexing up, my checlo-1ist appears at the top
of this page=—next column.

278 THE BIRDSHOT OVERPRINT TYPESHIFT

DOLLARD THOM
ﬁlg 13d (black,
234 (red) 5/ 1ine)
hd. (red)

There appears to be no valid reason why
thds group should not be considerably more

extonsgive than here noted. Members who have

specimens other than those mentionsd, are
cordially invited to send them to the Editor
of THE REVEALER, for examination. Their safe
return is guaranteed. (The End)

NEW TYPE LINEN MAY HELP TRADE.

The Chairman of Tootal Broadhurst lee Co.,
Mr. A. Vo Symons, announced that as the re-
sult of sedentific research, their laboratar-
ies have found a new method of treating 1linen)
The treatment causes the linen to be erease-
resistant and needs only a slight ironing
after washing.

BORTHERN MANUFACTURERS TO BENEFIT

Since the greater part of the world's pro-
duction of linen 1s concentrated in Northern
Ireland, it could mean an sdditional earming
power., This estimate has been placed at the
miliion dollar figure. Belfast states that
the new process will available on licensse to
marmifacturers and processors.

The first sales to American importers will
be made this fall. The British and Europsan
marlets will not bs supplied until sarly next
Year—=in time for the Spring season.

NEW POSTAL RATES IN EFFECT IN IRELAND.

Postage rates were increased by the Depart-
ment of Posts and Telsgraphs on June 1. The
printed paper rate has been 'upped! 4d. to
the new rate of 2d.

For covering compensation on letters and
parcels up to £40 there is an average increase

of 3d. After the &0 the increase is 1ld.
On an average, the weight charged for par-
celsis up by Lid. to 6d. This is for parcels

delivered within the 26 Counties. The rate
to Britain and Northern Ireland has been 3d.
The new rate prevailing is 6d.

The eharge for re-directing mail has been
doubled—from 5/ to 10/ per year.

THOMAS E. FIELD WINS AMARD AT FIFPEX

Mr. Thomas E. Flald, E.P.A. Director of
Hodderafield, England, won & silver medal
for his entry of Irish material at the Fipex
Exhibition held at the New York Colliseum.




IRISHMEN, IRISH HISTORY EBTC.
ON THE STAMPS CF OTHER CCOUNTRIES

By Neil Stack

4 natural corollary to collecting the ad-
hesives and Postal History of Ireland, is
that of collscting the stamps of other coun-
tries having to do with Irisimen or Irish
History. This sidlight to an Irish collect-
lon can be fun as well as educational.

The most complete collection of this type
has been assembled by Mr. Thamas E. Field, of
Hoddersfield, England. Mr. Field has care-
fully scanned each item to insure its righte
ful place in his collection.

It is interesting to note how far the Irw
ishman has wandered from his native land and
the nature of his ultimate success—=whether
it be as a soldier, statesman or professional
man in every-day-life. I won't attempt to
tell you what each man has done to achieve
fame. You will be familiar with the lives of
most of these great Irishmen. But, if you do
not know about them it will prove good read-
ing for you.

MR. FIELD LISTS THE FOLLOWING BY COUNTRIES

ARGENTINA The 20 pesos of 1891 portraying
William Brown who emigrated from Ireland
in 1786 and became a Naval Cammander in
the Argentine.

BRITISH GUIANA The 96 cents in black of 193k
and in purple in the same design of 1938,
showing Sir Walter Raleigh and his son.

In 1580 Sir Walter was Captain of &
Company of Foot in Munster. In 1586 he
was given 40,000 acres of land which he
leased to English settlers; it is under-
stood that he sold this land te Mr. Rich=-

CANADA The 5 cents of 1927 portraying Thomas
DiArey McGee, Irish poet and historian

da and rose to the position of President
of the Ewecutive Council,
nated in 1825,

CHILE Various items connmected with O'Higgins
ag follows:

1. 1910-1929 His portrait on the 5 centa-
vosa in blue and the 10 centavos in
blue and black of various printings;
the 20 cemntavos of 1910 showing his
abdication, and 30 centavos of 1910
showing his monument.

2. The 1927 set of 5, overprinted LO cen-

who became a member of Parliament in CanajCeelic-English Town Cancellation Listing—

He was assassl-

tavos, 80 centavos, 1lp 60c. and 2 pesos for
air mail use on a stamp originally printed
to commemorate the centenary of the Battle
of Maipu but not issued. This has Q'Higgina
portrait in bluwe, with frame in sepia. In
addition to the mint set, Mr. Field has one
of each valve used on a flown air mail cov-
er. (separately).

To be Contimued in Sept.-Oet. Issue of THE
REVEAIER.

AIMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IN E.PohA.

Mr. M.D. Bachalter

126 St. Stephen's Green, West
Dublin

Ireland

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

If you are interested in Irish Overprints
and Overprint Proofs you wlll probably need
need my help in locating them. 4nd, for
those interested, I have available a 1imitsd
mmber of varieties. Drop me a letter and
let ms know what you are seeking. Write to
Perry Adams, Port Murray, R.D., NHew Jersey.

Comodore John Barry First Day Cover ord-
ers are now being taken for the expscted re-
lease in late September. Reserve your First
Day Cover NOW! The price is 75¢ per cover.
Write to Irish Cachet Covers, 947 Bast 32nd
Street, Brooklyn 10, Mew York.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

When you change your address please let
our Acting Secretary know about it. It will
halp your assocliation, the mail man, and
will insure prompt delivery of THE REVEALER.

MISCELLANEOUS

E.P.A. Labels - j0¢ per 100 or 300 for $1.0Q.
[Back coples of THE REVEALER .. 35¢ eash.
only & few left—at §1.50 each.

Map of Ireland—a small supply on hand—at
10¢ each while they last.

The sbove miscellansous items are cbtainshle
from Mr. John J. Clark, 947 E. 32nd St.,
Brooklyn 10, New York.

MEXICO TO MARK CENTENARY OF ITS FIRST STAMP

The Centenary International Philatelic Ex-
hibition, honoring the First Mexican Postage
Stamp, Aug. 1-15, will be held at the Comm-
nications Palace in Mexdico City. A set of

aimmall and regular stamps will be issus;l".q
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For Irish landscape, you must come to Ireland. . ..
But the tradiiional clegance of Irish Linen can grace

every home.

Issued by the Irish Linen Guild on behalf of the Irish Linen Industry.






