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The New Irish Commemoratives 
The special Europa postage stamp sponsored by 

the European Conf'erence of Postal and '.l.'elecommun1-
ca tions Administrations will be issued by member 
countries, including Ireland, on September 17th, 
1962. 

The Irish stamp, which will be in two denom
inations 6d. colour pink (2,000,000) and la.3d. 
colour green (2,000,000) will be in sheets of 120. 
The basic design, created by the Luxembourg artist 
Lex Weyer, symbolises the collective work of the 

organisation in the torm of a young tree with 19 leaves representing the 19 
member administrations. The stamp will include the word "Europa", the letters 
"CEPT", the denomination and the name of the State in the lrish language, 
"Eire". It will be recess printed on paper watermarked with "Lhe letter "E". 

Conditions for servicing First Day covers and purchasing instruc
tions are as follows: 

(1) First Day covers, if received fully addressed and accompanied 
by a remittance to cover the value of the stamps required, will be serviced 
by the Controller, Philatelic Section, General Post Uffice, Dublin l and by· 
the Postmasters of Cork, Dun Laoghaire, Galway, Limerick, Waterford and Wex
ford provided they are received not later than 7th September, 1962. A special 
first day of issue mark will be impressed on first day covers posted at the 
offices mentioned. 

{2) Official first day covers are not supplied. 
(3) Stamps will be cancelled only when they are affixed to items 

for transmission through the post. 
(4) Paynent may be 'made by Bank Draft or Money Order; stamps or 

international reply coupons are not accepted in payment . The cost of postage 
and registration or insurance on packets of stamps will be deducted from the 
remittance received. 

{5) Orders are not sent cash on delivery. 
July, 1962 Department of Posts & Telegraphs, Dublin. 

'Principality of ThoDiond-' · ~ta111ps 
Raymond Moul ten Sean O'Brien, 5 Charlemont street, Dublin, ·was 

fined £10 by District Justice O•Grady in Dublin yesterday for the unauthor
ised uttering and possession of stamps. The charges were brought by summons, 
which accused O'Brien of having on or about January 31st in his possession, 
at Charlemont str.eet, 901 fie ti tious stamps contrary to the Post Office Act, 
1908, uttering on November 9th last eight fictitious stamps, and having in 
his possession eight forged stamps, contrarJ to the Forgery Act, 1913. He 
pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. Frank Connolly, solicitor to the Department of Posts and Tele
graphs, said that the Post Office authorities took a serious view of una~th
orised stamps being put on letters, and the offense carried heavy penalt1es. 

Mr. Connolly said that on November 9th last, eight postcards were 
(please turn to page 540) 539 
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* * * E.P.A. OFFlCERS * * * fl 
PRESIDENT --------- Robert Gray 
2628 Mallery St., Flint 4, Mich. 
VICE PRESIDENT -- Mrs. Anna M. Casner, (continued from previous page) 

226 Kathmere Road, Havertown,Penna. in the sorting office bearing, beside 
SECRETARY --------- William P. Hickey, the official stamp, fictitious stamps 

96 Georgia Ave. ,Providence, Rhode Is. with the words "Principal! ty of Thomond" 
TREASURER --------------- G.P. Roberts and 11 Air Mail-Postage 11 printed on them. 

1716 West Alpine Ave.,Stockton,Cal. These stamps were not authorised by the 
EDITOR OF 'l'fiE REVEALER - John J. Walsh Minister for Posts and Telegraphs and 

4 Ferris Avenue, Utica, New York were ~orged and fictitious. As a result, 
ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY --- Lorin L. Kay, investigations were made and 901 similar 

P.O.Box 489, Richland Center,Wisc. fictitious stamps were seized on January 
E.P.A. EUROPEAN DIRECTOR- M.J.Gifrney, 31st at O'Brien's house, in Charlemont 

22 East Road, Dublin C 10, Ireland street. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR -Wm.Hickey, Replying to District Justice 

96 Georgia Ave.,Providence,Rh. ls. O'Grady,Mr. Connolly said that the post-
FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BAOK COPIES of cards all had the correct afrlcial stamps 
~HE REVEALER. Write to the Secretary The objection to the stamps complain~ot 
Mr. William P. Hiokey. at the above was that they made letter-sorting dit
address. Price of back copies 35¢ ea. ticult. 

Mr. John Draper of the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs, said that the 
stamps could be sold as philatelic curi

New Member: #367 George J. Donegan,Jr osities if they bore an Irish Post~ffice 
1471 East Meadowmere Lene cancellation. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Springfield. Missouri Mr. Michael Moloney, investigations 
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John Button 
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officer. Department of Posts and Tele
graphs, said that it was learned that 
firms had been asked by a Doctor Kees1ng 
of New York. if they would market stamps 
for him. O'Brien denied at first that he 
had got any from Dr. Keesing but later 
admitted that he had got some. and said 
that Dr. Keesing acted solely as his ob
server at the United Nations. 

O'Brien in an unsworn statement said: 
"I have no evidence, this is all over my 
head. I know·nothing about the American 
gyrations. TPe stamps were made in the 
U.S. and sent to me in a bundle thro~ 
the post. I do not know who sent them. 

O'Brien was also bound to the peace 
for three years. 

THE I RISH TIMES 
June 28, 1962 

1962-1963. MAIL IN EARLY SO THAT THE *ii-* CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING *** 
SECRETARY CAN PREPARE THE MEMBERSHIP RATES --- MINIMUM RATE - 10 WORDS 35¢ 
LIST ADDITIONAL WORDS AT $ .04 PER WORD. 

SEE YOO AT 11 BALPEX" IN SEPTEMBER. DISPLAY . ADVERTISING RATES ON REQUEST 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~___, 

1862 EDWIN FIELD AND SONS LIMITED 1962 FIRST DAY COVERS. Collectors desiring 
Skelmanthorpe,Hudders£ield,England first day covers of the new EUROPA issue 

We of the E.P.A. are most happy or September 17th ot' Ireland or other 
to extend cordial best wishes to our recent commemorative issues may write to 
good friend and fellow-member, Mr. IRISH CACHET COVERS.947 East 32nd Street 
Thomas E. Field on the occasion of the Brooklyn 10, New York. 
Centenary Year of Edwin Field and Sons ...._...,,_.,.. 
Limited, of which be is the Managing ~ 
Director. The outstanding range of JI ~'B , ,.,~,,~ 
Field's rugs have become a household ~. ~IWfllCI~ 
word, not only in Great Britain but in •D 'c;:.'H A.1 •n L ••rICtc;:. 
many parts of the world. •.1a•~J i.1a ilW~~ 
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HAND STAMPS 
1846 

By William Kane, I.P.S.G. & E.P.A. 

OC'TAGANol- TYPES 

'E.)( 2 . 

The octagonal type date stamp superseded the "Mermaid" type. It was 
.first issued in l.813 while the "Mermaid" was still in use and can be :f'ound in 
three distinct styles. Example 1 in common use from 1813 - 1815 : Tb.en a modi
fication was introduced, in which the sides were more unequal. The short ones 
being occasionally straight but generally slightly curved, see Example 2. From 
about 1822 we had the third variety, with the short sides concave. 

The early types are 1'ound struck in a Yellowish Brown - Red, _later 
a brighter Red ink was used. Copies have been .found struck in Black. There is 
usually a letter, A to H, above the date, apparently identitying the section 
ot the office, and agreeing with the letter of other marking, notably the 
Inspector's Crown, or "LATE MAIL",. if' any. From 1829 to 31 there were also 
datestamps (Ex. 3) with AM or PM. 

From 1813 to 1821 there were varieties with "MID IN" or "MID OUT", 
see Example 4. They were used to distinguish letters arriving or leaving Dub
lin around midday, from those in the main mails which reached Dublin in the 
morning and left in the evening. Then,as now, the public tended to defer post
ing until as late as possible, hence the "MID IN" and "MID OUT" stamps are 
uncommon. 

The octagonal "SUNDAY" was in use from 1815 to 1853. Generally 
struck in Red, but it is also recorded as struck in Black or Green. The oct
agonal and the succeeding Diamond type were in use simultaneously.The octagon 
was reserved .for inland-letters, and the Diamond type initially appeared on1y 
on mail coming from, or going, overseas. 

So we come to the first Diamond type, (Ex. 6) "Date, Month, Date" 
in straight line, with the year underneath. This type of' datestamp with many 
variations in size and format continued 1n use until 1846. (over) 541 



l>IAMOND TYPE.S 

e.x '=>. e.x 7. 

e.x 10. 

The Diamond with double outlines appeared in 1815, and persisted un
til 1841. Up to 1828 the space above the date was blank.Then AM or PM appeared 
there. From 1832 there was instead a number ( 1-8 ) and letter M for Morning, 
F for Forenoon, A for Afternoon or E for Evening. An alternative was an aster
isk which probably indicated Noon. 

The single line framed Diamond was used occasionally from 1828, and 
was normal from 1841 (Ex.8} with numbers 1 to 8,and letters A,C,D,E,F (script) 
H,K,M,*(star) or Blank. The Script F was probably to distinguish it more read
ily from the letter E. 

In 1832 there was a modification in the type, the year being given 
in two figures only, and the day only after the month (Ex. 9). As I have al
ready noted the Diamond mark varies in size and shape.I have found the follow
ing variations:- 23 mm. High t.o 37 nnn. High and Width .from 23 mm, to 37 mm. 
There was a change to the smaller sizes in 1832,and the larger stamps had dis
appeared by 1838. 

While Red is the common colour of ink use, specimens can be found in 
Black and Blue-Black. 

ttbe J6bttor writes:-
We are planning to publish a very 

fine study of the Thom Saorstat Wide 
Data Overprint on the 2! Shilling ValU3 
by Mr. Hans G. Zervas. This original 
study will contribute a great deal to 
the fluiy of the overprints and we are 
most fortunate to be able to publish 
this study. It will appear in our next 
issue a!'ter we have been able to pro
perly illustrate its examples. 

In the matter of the supplements, 
we are endeavoring to vary them each 
issue as to subject matter so as not 
to over-emphasize one particular item. 
We hope you like this approach. 
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Commemoratives of Eire 
SUPPLEMENT No.8 tIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION September-October, 1962 

1929 (June 22) CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION CENTENARY. Watermark SE. Perf. 15 x 14. 
Designed by teo rMelan. prInted at Dublin Castle in sheets of 
240 stamps - two panes of 120 - 12 x 10. 

Scott No. 

80 
81 
82 

Gibbons No. 

89 
90 
91 

Value 

2d 
3d 
9d 

Color 

Green (shades) 
Blue 
Violet (shades) 

In the oval frame around the portrait of 
Daniel O'Connell are the words, "Fuascailt na 
gCatoiliceac" (Catholic Emancipation). The 2d 
value has been reported in at least 3 shades of 
color and the 9d is claimed to appear in two 
shades a so-called "warm" shade and a "cold" 
shade. 

Daniel O'Connell was born in County Kerry 
in 1775 and was elected a member of the British 
Parliament in July 1828 and it was largely thru 
his efforts that the Catholic EmanCipation Act 
was passed in 1829. He became the leader of the 
Irish Party in Parliament in 1837 and died ten 
years later on May 15, 1847. 

Proof Without Value Varieties 

(a) RETOUCH 2d. Fifteenth row, 12th stamp (Stamp No. 180). This· 
famous variety of the 2d value was caused a day or two before the first print
ing by a workman dropping a tool on it breaking the frame 
and the "Jubilee" lines. These "Jubilee" lines are short 
lines in the sheet margin. It is claimed that these lines 
take the weight of the inking roller when lifting it to 
the level of the plate. . 

Since it would require about two weeks for a 
fresh plate to be made in London, hasty repairs were made 
by retouching the plate. This is said to have been done 
by a jeweller in Dublin. This "retouched" plate was used 
for the first printing and was shortly thereafter re
placed. This variety was not discovered for some time and 
accordingly is a scarce item in either mint or used con
dition. It is also known on first day of issue covers. 

The "retouch" is visible to the eye in a thick
ening of the right hand inner vertical frame line and the 
two oval outer lines which enclose the central portrait 
from above the value "2" tablet on the right hand side to 
about the level of the last "c"in the word,"gCatoiliceac" 
The short horizontal lines of' shading betwElEI1 the curved and the straight frame 
also have a broken and irregular appearance. 

Pase 29 (P-l) 



(b) f!! BEHIND THE ~. 2d. Fourth row, 12th stamp. 
This variety consists o£ a small £law, scratch or break in the 
horizontal lines o£ shading in the background above and immediate

. back o£ O'Connell's ear on the right hand side o£ the stamp and it 
makes it appear that he has a pen behind his ear. 

= • 
(c) BULLET HOLE. 2d. Twel£th row, 11th stamp. (11th 

stamp on the secorid rOW--o£ the lower pane). This variety is des
cribed'as a small colourless circle above the le£t eye o£ O'Con

nel. There is no doubt that this variety was 
caused by a £oreign object on the plate during 
the printing which picked up ink, causing the center dot and 
was su££1c iently thick or raised to push away the paper, caus
ing no contact in a circular ring around it. It is reported 
that its position vsries slightly indicating a gradual dis
placement o£ the £oreign Object by each printing oontact. Dr. 
M.M. Conran o£ Water£ord, Ireland was able to £ix the location 
in the lower pane £rom £our blocks o£ £our - all purchased in 
Cork in 1929 and showing the gutter margin per£orated at the 

\-\ 0\ _ " top. 
\.\ B ....... ll~r- , 

(d) Other Varieties. Mr. James COUCh in the "American 
Philatelist" £or July, 1948 reported two other "constant varieties" which he 
£ound: (1) a broken tail on the £igure "2" o£ the 1829 date tablet at the le£t 
top o£ the stamp; (2) a break in the le£t vertical wall of the le£t value tab
let o£ the stamp. He also reported two varieties believed to have been caused 
by plate 'wear - a break in the inner left frame line just abov.e the value tab
let;and the disappearance o£ the £rame line which normally terminates the tail 
o£ the 1829 scroll in the upper le£t of the stamp. 

Mr. William Ward, the philatelic writer reported some years ago that 
he found on all values a "white halo" around the head o£ O'Connell. It is pos
sible that this ef£ect might hsve been caused by the location o£ the watermark 
in the paper. 

1930 (October 15th) COMPLETION OF THE SHANNON HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME. Watermark 
SE. Per£. 15 x 14. Designed by E.L. Lawrenson. Printed at 
Dublin Castle in sheets of 120 stamps - two panes o£ 60 
6 x 10. 

Scott No. 83 Gibbons No. 91. 2d Black brown or agate 

This design was taken from a photograph of the 
Ardmacrusha Power House and Barrage, near O'Brien's 
Bridge on the River Shannon. 

The stamp bears in Gaelic the words - "Forbairt 
comac t na Sionainne" ( Shannon Rive r Development). This 
engineering scheme was one o£ the most signi£icant devel
opments o£ the new lrish government. 

The Shanncn River is the principal river of Ireland and from its 
source in C~unty Cavan it £lows to meet the sea at Limerick, 240 miles away. 
The provision of cheap electric power, by means o£ the immense resources o£ 
this river engaged the attention o£ the Irish Free State government and work 
began in 1925. The £irst part of the work was completed in 1929 and three gig
antic turbines o£ 40,000 horsepower each were put into operation. The designer 
o£ the new stamp had previously designed the Irish bank notes. 

Although most "First Day o£ Issue" covers o£ the Shannon Commemora
tive bear cancellation date, October 16th,1930, the Philatelic Section of the 
Dublin Post U££ice insists that it was o£ficially issued October 19, 1930 and 
there is overwhelming evidence in the form o£ covers and postmarks in existence 
bearing this date, although they appear to be scarce •. 

Page 30 (P-2) 



Varieties 

Colors:William Ward olaims two oolor variations whioh he denominates 
pale dull brown and darker dull brown. (Mekeel's January 4th, 1937). 

Papers: James S. Couoh reports that two varieties of paper were used 
for this issue: the original white and an off-oolor, yellowish white (Amerioan 
Philatelist, July 1948). 

Inking Varieties: Although there are no major errors or varieties, 
our own member, wIllIam Kane reports several interesting inking varieties: 

(1) The appearance of trees behind 
the Bridge found on the first printing 
of the stamps, due to bad inking per
haps and found by Mr. Kane 6n the first 
stamp, Row 15 (in the lower pane). 

(2) The 
(1) above is 
15, but here 
appearance 
birds flylng 
"Eire" • 

inking flaw mentioned in 
carried into stamp 2, Row 
it takes on a different 
like that of a flock of 
through the letters of 

(3) The inking flaw mentioned in 
(2) above really starts in the margin of 
the perforation and is ~arried into ~ 
Stamp 2. But strange to say while vari
eties (2) and (3) are common to both a 
full pane and a block of six possessed 
by Mr. Kane, variety (1) does not ap
pear at all on the pane of stamps. 

... ......... ~ 
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1931 (June 12) BI-CENTENARY OF THE ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. Watermark SEe Perf. 
15 x 14. Designed by G. Atkinson. Printed at Dublin Castle in 
sheets of 240 stamps - two panes of 120- 12 x 10. 

Scott No. 84 Gibbons No. 93 2d. Pale blue (shades) 

9]
" ;"', On June 25th, 1731, four years after the accession of George 

. ~ . : II to the throne, the Royal Dublin Society was founded by the .I.r ish 
: ,Parliament, for the PUrpose of "improving Husbandry, Manufactures, 
: ,and other useful Arts and Sciences." 
: .~. 

" ." .. : The inscription reads "1731-1931 Cumann Riogha Baile Atha Cliath" 
which interpreted means "Royal Dublin Society" 

Varieties 

There are very few varieties of this issue. The only one to appear 
occurred in the last printings of the issue and as a result of plate wear, 
there is fading of the horizontal lines behind the legend at the bottom of 
the stamp. Shades: There appear to be two distinct shades of the stamp. Capt. 
Tomkins calls them light ultramarine and very dark blue (Philatelic Maga
zine, September 20, 1946) and William Ward calls them blue and bright ultra
marine (Mekeel's Magazine, January 4, 1937). 

Page 31(P-3) 
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1932 (May 12) INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS. Watermark SEe Perf. 15 x 14. 
Designed by G. Atkinson. Printed at Duolin Castle in sheets of 
240 stamps - two panes of 120 - 12 x 10. 

light 

color 

Issued to commemorate the International Eucharistic Congress in 
Dublin in 1932. The design features a Chalice and the Cross of 
Congo 

Scott No. 85 Gibbons No. 94 2d. dark green (shades) 
86 95 3d. bright blue 

Varieties 

While there are no major Varieties or errors. there are minor ones: 
Shades - Capt. Tomkins reports three different shades of the 2d. 

arid dark green and a distinct emerald which is somewhat rare. 
Plate Wear - As a result of plate wear in later printings. the solid 
horizon~ars at the top and bottom show white spots and scratches. 

1933 (September 18) HOLY YEAR COMMEMORATIVE. Watermark SEe Perf. 15 x 14. 
Designed by R.J. King. Printed at Dublin Castle in sheets 
of 240 stamps - two panes of 120 - 12 x 10. 
Issued to commemorate the Catholic Holy Year of 1933-1934 

Scott No. 88 Gibbons No. 96 2d. slate green 
89 97 3d. deep blue 

Plate wear furnishes the only variation in this issue. 
As the plates wore. severar-Qf the very distinct horizontal white lines dis
appeared entirely or in part. 

1934 (July 27th) GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION JUBILEE. Watermark SEe Perf. 15 
x 14. Designed by R.J. King. ~rinted at Dublin Castle in 
sheets of 240 stamps - two panes of 120 - 12 x 10. 
Issued to-commemorate the 50th JUbilee of the Gaelic Athletic 
Association. The design features a Hurley player in action. 

Scott No. 90 Gibbons No. 98 2d. green (shades) 

Plate ~ furnishes some interesting variations: 

(A) "~Solid Lines £!. Colour". The normal design has five wavy lines in 
the background. a whIte space. a thick wavy line. a wider white space. and 
another thin line at the bottom. As the printing proceeded. there is a partial 
thickening .of these lines and two or more appear to be joined intermittently. 
~e final stage consists of two thick lines of colour instead of five lines as 
in the normal printings. It also in some instances becomes a single thick wavy 
line. It is noticeable that in the final stages the colour of the stamp is a 
dark sreen shade. 

(B) "Clubfoot". At the stage where the two solid lines of colour exist. 
the Hurler's right foot becomes part of the ground. due to the white partsof 
the design disappearing. 

(C) "No Bootlaces". Here again. the white bootlaces in the boot on the 
left foot dTsappear as in the case of the variety (B) above. 

(C) 

) 
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