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IRISH SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS OF 1963 

by F. E. Dixon 

I. General Issues 

SUPPORT THE FREEDOM FROM HUNGER CAMPAIGN 
was i n use at the beginning of the year. Dur
ing February it was replaced by PLEASE SHEW 
DISTRICT NUMBER IN DUBLIN ADDRESSES. The few 
towns holding the die put on JUNE FOR YOUR 
IRISH HOLIDAY during March. Then for April 

:::.; 

a re yo u a ri th e f, 

. VOTERS LiSTS '? Ji 
ct1ec l< now al j i 

j th e n n st. of f i r.e ,;·: 

and May there was the annual (since 1954) reminder PREVENT FOREST FIRES. In 
June the campaign to MAKE THE ROAD SAFE was resumed, with a mixture of the new 
(1963) and old (1948) types. 

In August most machines had the new slo
gan A FULL ADDRESS SPEEDS DELIVERY with a 
peculiar pictorial representation of a letter 

1 . FIF?E ... 5 dashing across chimneys. In mid-September 
',,!, . . . came the reminder MAKE SURE YOU ARE ON THE 

VOTERS LISTS. CHECK NOW AT THE POST OFFICE. 

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN TO CLEAN THEIR TEETH was current in October, and in 
November most towns revived MAKE THE ROAD SAFE. 

POST EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS had only a short run, about 10th to 20th Decem
ber, and then the Road Safety campaign was resumed. 

There were a number of exceptional uses, towns not holding a particular 
die using something else, particularly PLEASE SHEW DISTRICT NUMBER .. 

II. Local Slogans 

Other exceptions to the general usage were occasioned by the use of 
their local advertisements at Killarney, Westport, etc, (I didn't see Letter
kenny). These included two new items, VISIT WEXFORD AND THE SUNNY SOUTHEAST 
introduced 23 April, and JUNE HOLIDAYS COST LESS HERE at Sligo on 3 May. 

Cork has its usual series, in March and April announcing its 
Festival, in July the Kinsale Regatta and in August-September the 
Carnival. Tralee was heralding the Festival of Kerry as early as May; 
October Limerick announced its Grand Opera Festival again. 

Choral 
Bandon 

and in 

The slogan event of the year was that 
SCIENCE EXHIBITION, the slogan being used only 
bition between 22 and 25 October. 

for the ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY 
on items posted in the exhi-

(continued on page 580) 
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1.Etr.e Jlltlnt.eltr Aaanrtnttnu ~ since helping to found a school one in 
: 1924, and at present President of the 

oNTERNATIONAL.> , Irish Philatelic Society. Displays 
PRESTDENT----------Fred E. Dixon , regularly to this society and occasion-

15 Terenure Road,East, Rathgar I ally to others, usually a mixture of 
Dublin 6, Ireland. 

1 
postage and revenue Irish stamps, with 

VICE PRESIDENT -- Joseph E. Foley a considerable proportion of pre-adhes-
1825 Cromwood Road, Baltimore 34, Md. ive matter Won a Silver Medal at the 

SECRl!.'FARY-TREASURER ------ G .P. Roberts.. . " . . . 
1716 West Alpine Ave.,Stockton,Calif. '~ Dublin Exhibition 1944 but has not 

EDI TOH OF THE REVEALER _ John J. Walsh : entered at any other competitive ex-
4 Ferris Avenue, Utica, New York ';lhibition. 

ASOO CI ATE EDITOR: Rev. Eugene Doherty, · Married, with one 12-year-old 
330 North 'Nestmore Ave., Villa Park, Ill.; daughter. His wife Beatrice shares in 

ASSOCIATION NITORNEY --- Lorin L. Kay, ;1 the pleasures of the back street prowl
P .O.Box 489, Richl~nd Centre, Wisc. '1 ing but her main collecting interests 

E .P .A_., EUROPEAN DIRl:';C'l'OR - M.J • Giffney/: are' brass candlesticks and Stafford-
22 .t.as t Road, Dublin 3, Ireland. \: . . 

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIR~CTOR _ Wm. Hickey, 11 shire pottery. She is prominent in the 
96 Georgia Ave., Providence, Rhode Is. :

1 
Girl Guide movement and other social 

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BACK COPIES OF' ii works, but is happiest in the garden, 
THB REVEALER. Write to Mr. William P.

1
t cultivating prize dahlias and chrysan

Hickey, at the above address. Price ofl"themums. The daughter so far concent
back copies 35~ each. l,rates her collecting to constumed dolls 

· - -· ME:Et OUR_N_EW"_l>RE~fft)EN'f ·---···---; THe Dixons live in a 110-year-old 
Age'd"""S"O-,--a~ivil Servant, in ! terrace house in a southern suburb of 

charge of the Meteorological Office at !Dublin and welcome opportunities of 

~~~!~:d Air~~~!;s Ha!n~ri~~:: a ~::p~~:;.~ j·:n_~~~~~-i?~.I1~ ~?=~~-- ~~-~s~8. .... ~~.'?m __ ?v~~8.=~~--··· 
articles on meteorology. Scientific\ IRISH SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS OF 1963 
leaning also apparent in papers read to 1 (continued from front page) 
the Old Dublin Society, the best being !III. Slogan to Left 2£ Slogan to Right. 
a history of Dunsink Observatory. . The change to applying the slogan 

His hobbies comprise simply col- ' left of the name-and-date Circle has 
lecting. His first pocket money was not been popular and although various 
spent on second-hand books and he now towns have made the experiment none 
has a sizable library as well as port- ~-~~~n._t:_~-~-?_~-~---i_1:__".!o!1_~_!:.~~~-~~-~X.~---· · · _____ _ 
folios of maps and prints, boxes and · 
cabinets of coins, plus albums and 
files and envelopes of stamps and post
marks. Inevitably, some of the choicest : 
things have been bought from the deal
ers or at auctions, but a remarkably 
high proportion are the result of lucky 
finds in markets and junk-stores. 

New l.r.ru~ 

Most of the postal history and 
philatelic material is adequately writ
ten-up and the information is sunnnar- The special postage stamp in honour 
ised in various note-books, amplified of Wolfe Tone, one of the leade r s of 
from what has been seen in library the Irish insurrection of 1798, the bi
archives and in other collections.Fresh : centenary of whose birth occurred in 
information is usually circulated to : 1963 was issued on 13th April, 1964. 
friends in exchange for their findings, The stamp which was designed by 
and this practice led to the now month- Peter Wildbur features a portrait of 
ly "Random Notes" extracts from which Wolfe Tone and is in two denominations 
appear regularly i n The Revealer. 4d colour black (17,500,000) and ls.3d. 

A member of philatelic societies colour blue (l, 250,000). Printing is 
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RANDOM NOTES by F. E. Dixon 
Definitives. Mr. Keenan adds another to show the price in red instead of. blue, 
the values known with watermark inver- and bear the imprint "The Three Candles 
ted, the 6d, wmk e. His example is a Ltd. Dublin. Last year there was no 
block of four used in 1961. This is a imprint. 
difficult stamp for watermark apprai- Undated Parcel Post Stamps 
sal. The method I use is strong side- Two years ago the Journal, then 
lighting of the back of the stamp. the I,P,S.G. Journal, had notes by Dr, 
An Chrois Dhearg. The wording on the de Burca on undated Parcels Post stamps 
stamps is in awkward Roman type in- Illustrated here is a variant of his 

I • 
stead of the graceful Gaelic. The : type A, rather larger than the usual 
multicolour experiment is a calamitousland without enclosing circle. This,from 
failure, the green being much too Athy, is on a . strip of Q. V. ld purple. 
bright and the grey -much too feeble. ; ~ have a partial strike of what seems 
The merits of the basic design are to be the same sub-type from Roscrea. 
quite lost in the violent colour con- ... ~~'-·· 
trasts and attention is distracted by .-..ffli'..:cr.1tt1.:.o~:;~~. 

the vast area of solid background. ~~~~,'.l~i'.'!.~ 
These will join the lamentably large '-'!t.~!:!l'J;;~~i'.?'&Y.\'~.;;;::ir 
number of Irish stamps to be shown to l.li. T HY 

~.!5i~.~ 
designers as examples of what not to do ,..., ..... ,,,,...w-... ......, 

Even the sheet make-up is object-. • ·••J!iiltllll11w. 
ionable, 20 rows of 6. This is oversize ' ~ De Burca "A" 
for even the largest standard albums, !Postage Due.J, Keenan reports the 1 1/2 
which can just take a pane of 60. !d Postage Due with inverted watermark. 

The first sheets of 4d that I saw This stamp is due for withdrawal, I think 
had ser~al numbers in the right margin He also has a complete pane of 6d in a 
and "traffic lights" for colour reg is- very deep shade, possibly best descr·ibed 
tration at bottom left . . The 1/3 appears as mulberry. 
to have neither. Later, I found that 1949 Republic l9_.The best evidence that 
the 4d all have the serial number but ;a variety was present from the start of 
it can be i.n either margin, opposite jan issue is to have it on first day 
the 10th row. The perforationss extend (cover.It is only now I've acquired that 
one hole into each margin. On the l/3 ievidence for the flaw at No. 1 of the 
the holes are larger and the per for- 1 sheet: a dot above and to the right of 
ations cross one margin bu: the other ithe left chimney-stack. 
is completely imperf, I have seen ajPostal Stationery. Again an issue has 
few stray spots of colour, but nothingjsneaked out without any advice to col
that looks promising. A counter-clerk llectors.The long-awaited 4d Letter-Card 
in Dublin G.P.O. though he had found · in blue-green on pale cream, with the 
a variety, but it was only the result :letter-press as before(except for value) 
of rubbing; the paper is what we were ;I'll be interested to hear of early 
brought up to call "chalky-surfaced" iexamples used, as I suspect that it may 
(easily proved with a silver coin) and !have appeared as long ago-as the end of 
very easily damaged. :1963. 
Red Cross Varieties. Our two clerics, :The First ~State Overprint. I am at 
Rev. J. Brennan and Rev. M. Noonan,have lpresent sorting some fiscals, which are 
both reported a red line across stamps fyielding impressive pieces like a block 
4 and 5 of Row 12 in the 4d value and fof nine ~ 1 (Registration of Deeds ED. 
naturally we are watching for the ap- rVII). THe most interesting find is a 
pearance of copies from other areas. Jcut-out 6d embossed Supreme Court of 
Christmas Seals. The first on sale wereiJudicature, die Z Shamrock,dated 14.12. 
·from the Rehabilitation Association. 21, and therefore possibly not used un
They are reprints from last year's til after the setting up of the Provis
pla tes (or unsold remainders) differing ional Government (16 .1. 22-). This would 
only in the covers of the books, which explain its having been overprinted in 
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MORE ABOUT THE DEFINITIVE COILS 
We are deeply grateful to our good 

friend and fellow-member, Malcolm G. 
O'Reilly for the following conunents on 
the supplement about the DefinitiveC'Dil 
stamps: 

ficantly in appearance. 
(d) Second ld. Coil July 1934 

The second ld endless coil (circa 
July 1934)I have sated from August 1934 
to December 1938. Here, too, out of 
alignment pairs can be found and they 

(a) General are much more dramatic than the prev-
The Irish Provisional Government ious issue. 

took custody of the Irish Post Office (e) l/2d and 2d Coils 1934 
on January 19, 1922, when it was turned The l/2d and --zd -Coils o-f~-1934 
over to Mr. J.J. Walsh, the Postmaster (vertical, that is) can be found (1) 
General of the new government, and Ire- with paste-up and (2) considerable 
land assumed control on April 1, 1922 variations in spacing which (to me) is 
when at the end of the British fiscal indicative of the rotary plate for a 
year, the Irish Post Office Department continuous printing. 
began to retain the total postal rev- (f) ld Coil of 1940 
enue. British coils did not become on_. The firstlCJendlesscoil, with 
solete until 31 March 1922 and, offici- watermark E, I can find dated only on 
ally no coil stamps were available a- 30 Dec. 1946(on a cover to O.P. Kennedy) 
gain until mid-June 1922 when the first and the paucity of pairs avail~ble to 
Rialtas appeared. (Source;- The Annual me prevents my saying if out of align
Review 1921-22, Ireland, Past and Pre- ment or out of spacing pairs exist. 
sent by Tom Ireland 1943, and Kohl, (g) 2d Green Coil Stamp 
Handbuch by Dr. Munk. I can add nothing to the 2d coil 

(b) First Definitive Paste-Ups except that of the 5 genuine copies I 
Additional leader strips: have seen or studied (one of wh ich was 

l/2d P 480 l/2d Stamps Delivery Left unused) there was no question but that 
Side First. Price t 1 0 4 they were O.K. as to size, color,paper, 

P as above but right side of the intensity of inking were identical and 
stamp selvage attached to leader. decidedly dissimilar from the runs of 
1 l/2d. N 480 1 l/2d Stamps Delivery 2d's from sheets or booklets. 
Left Side First, Price t 3 0 4 (h) ld Coil of 1946 
2d. T 480 2d Stamps Delivery Left Side Out of alignments can be found too 
First. Price ~ 4 0 4 for the ld perf 15 E watermark issued 
2d A trailer from the 2d identified as in 1946(?); most of my used dates are 
coming from a 960 DELIVERY TOP END 1951. 
FIRST. I do not think that the "recur-

N. B. The leaders and trailers - ring flaws" listed for one roll of this 
the last 3 items were on coated (with stamp are significant, for after proper 
the proper color) paper. cleaning of the plate they may disap

(c) ld Experimental Coil-April 1933 pear . They are indicative of typograph-
My first dated copy is a pair off ically printed stamps and while inter

&over with 4 Sept 1933 Dublin #18(Baile esting, are only that. 
Atha Cliath 18). , (i) Paste-Up Coils Since 

Despite what Kohl says I am convin-j On the E watermark, from sheets, I 
ced that this issue was done by Messrs 1can record leaders and trailers: 
Thomas De La Rue & Co. because of the ! 960 ld Stamps F Delivery Top End 
similarity between it and the then cur- !First. Price t 4, and trailers from the 
rent coil issue of the Union of South jsame, These are in addition to those 
Africa. This coil is found with inverted 1 listed by ~ Kane_J_p_~~2 l_~----------
watermark. The re-entry which Mr. Kane \ 
refers to can not, per se, be a reentry ! e1Re 
but must be from the forming (rounding) ! 
of the plate. It is constant and colle~: 
tible but not a reentry. Out of align- j 
ment pairs--are found and these differ : 
only minutely in measurement but signi- i 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ i Irish Provisionals. I 
ell- .. Dollard" Printing, 1)0 
ell- 1)0 
II Black overprint. 1> 
ell- 1)0 
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SUPPLEMENT No. 16 EIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION April, 1964 

To produce the first postage stamps issued 
'February 17, 1922, the Irish Provisional Govern
ment divided the work of overprinting the British, 
stamps between the Dublin printing firm of Dol
lards and Messrs Alex Thorn. 

The values chosen for overprinting by the 
Dollard Printing House, Ltd. of Wellington Q~Y 
and Essex Street, Dublin were 1/2d.ld,2 1/2d,3d 
4d, 9d, 10d and the three high values 2/6, 5/
and 10/-

On February 2nd, 1922, the Dollard firm sub-
'mitted its bid and proofs to the postal authori
ties and was awarded the contract the same day .. 
The work began immediately and the overprinted 
stamps were delivered to the Post Office in time 
for simultaneous release with the Thorn printing 

~~~~~~,.~~ .. ~~.~.~~on February 17th, 1922 
The settings for the Dollard overprints on the low values was exten

Sively discussed by Mr. H. G. Leslie Fletcher in Supplement No. 12. It is the 
purpose of this supplement to list the more common varieties of broken letters 
and misplaced overprints. The major typographical errors the inverted ov
erprints appeared in Supplement No. 14. 

1. Shifted Settings or Overprints se 
(a) Rover Se. Setting 1 of the Dollard overprints contains no R 

over Se shifts~ The R-over Se shift is fairly common in settings 2 and 3, oc~ 
curring 80 times in setting~ and 128 times in setting 3. 

(b) Vertical Shift of Overprint as a result of improper feeding of 
the sheets of un:overprinted stamps to the press. Perry Adams in THE REVEALER 
(March-April 1956, pp.261-2) discussed these interesting varieties which re
sulted from such improper feeding. Not too many got into circulation because 
of the care used by the printers. Thus part of the overprint appears on the 
subject stamp and the balance on the next stamp vertically. Depending upon the 
position of the stamp on the sheet, some syamps actually are missing parts of 
the complete overprint. These are not listed in the standard catalogs and 
reference is made to Meredith's - "The Postage Stamps of Ireland 1922-1927" 
-an invaluable work to' this day although out of print. 

1/2d 
ld 
9d 

Part 
1/2d 

Id 
9d 

l/2d 
Id 
9d 

Date Omitted Entirely Rialtas Missing Entirely 
Dollard Meredith V-117 
Dollard Meredith V-118 
Dollard 
Date at Top and Part at 
Dollard Meredith V-127 
Dollard Meredith V-l28 
Dollard Meredith V-l35 
Date at Top of Stamp 

Dollard Meredith V-122 
Dollard Meredith V-123 
Dollard Meredith V-126 

Foot 

Id Dollard Meredith V-140 

Part Rialtas at Top and Part at Foot 
1/2d Dollard Meredith V-141 

Id Dollard Meredith V-142 

Rialtas at Foot of Stamp 
1/2d Dollard Meredith V-l37 

Id Dollard Meredith V-l38 
·Page 65(E-5) 



(c) Horizontal Shift of Overprint. 
Our late member, Mr. Perry Adams discussed similar varieties 

caused by improper feeding of the sheets which were not classified by Meredith 
These varieties were caused by the improper placing of the un-overprinted 
sheets horizontally in the printing press, This report by Perry Adams appeared 
in THE REVEALER, for July-August 1956 (p.278). 

We have all seen copies of the stamps in which part of the 
overprint, particularly the final "c" of "Sealadac" does not appear on the 
stamp. Your editor has copies of shiftings to the left and also to the right. 

To the left - 1/2d Dollard-part of the S of Sealadac and part of the h of 
hEireann is missing. Another in which all of the "s" and "h" is missing from 
the subject stamp. 

To the right - the 1/2d Dollard - most of the c of "Sealadac" and most of 
the final "n" of "hEireann" is missing. 

Perry Adams discussed what he called the "Birdshot" typeshift in which so 
greatly to one side was the shift of the whole cliche that the overprint from 
the stamp horizontally adjacent slid over to appear in part upon the subject 
s~ecimen, leaving the center of the stamp free of any overprint. 

Perry said that this appeared upon only the 1/2d and ld Dollards with the 
single exception that he found it on a pair of the 2 1/2d (red) in the late 
Forties. He also said that he had been advised that there was a report of the 
Dollard 4d in red with such a shift. 

Your editor can report the ld Dollard in two shifted positions. A shift 
to the right, so that the complete overprint appears on the stamp and in ad
dition, the c of Sealadac and part of the final "n" of hEireann of the adjoin
ing stamp to the left. In the other, the shift is so pronounced that the final 
"r" of "Rialtar", the c of Sealadac and part also of the final "a" of Sealadac 
and the final "n" of hEireann is missing on the right and appears on the left. 

Your editor can also report the 5d Dollard with the final "c" of Sealadac 
and the final "n" of hEireann missing on the right and compensated on the left. 

2. Defective and Broken Type 
While these are not particularly significant, the average collector may 

want to collect some of these interesting varieties. We shall not attempt to 
list broken letters, of which there are a great many,except for constant ones: 

(a) Raised £ of Sealadac. The 1st, 3rd, 9th and 12th stamps of rows 1, 6, 
11 and 16 of settings 2 and 3 of the Dollard overprints have the final "c" of 
Sealadac raised, more pronounced in setting 3 than in setting 2. 

Black - 1/2d, ld,3d,5d,10d. Red - 2 1/2d,4d(also carmine) and 9d 
(b) No ~ ~ "c" of Sealadac. The c is also raised. 9th stamp 1st row and 

3rd stamp of the 11th row. Setting 2. 
Black - 1/2d, ld, 3d, 5d, 10d. Red - 2 1/2d, 4d and 9d 

(c) R:altar.. 10th stamp, 11th row. Setting 1 
Black Dollards - 1/2d, ld, 2 1/2d, 3d,4d,5d, 9d, and 10d. 

(d) Flaw through "Sealadac" - Stamps 1,2 and 3 of the 12th row. Setting 2. 
Black Dollards 1/2d, ld, 10d. 

7th stamp, 17th row. Setting 2 
3rd stamp, 16th row. Setting 3 

(e) .922 
(f) 192 2 

Black - 1/2d, ld and 10d. 

Black - 1/2d, ld and 3d Red - 2 1/2d, 4d and 9d 
Dollard Red Overprint. of April. 1922. 

It was decided to discontinue printing the 2 1/2d,4d and 9d values with a 
black overprint on and after April 1st, 1922, and thereafte·r these values were 
overprinted in red. The reason for the change was that the black overprint was 
unsuitable on the dark colors of these particular stamps. It was originally in
tended to overprint the 1/2d and 10/- values in red, but nothing definite was 
decided and no alteration was made. The 4d appears in a carmine shade. 

2 1/2d red - 1,298 sheets 4d red - 1,798 sheets 9d red - 2,602 sheets 
Page 66 (E-6) 



High 
Value 

Varieties. 
" Dollards " 

Messrs Dollard also first overprinted the 
high values 2/6, 5/- and 10/-. They were over
printed from a single plate, consisting of two 
sections of twenty overprints each, arranged 
4 x 5 in the same manner as the low values. 
To overprint the complete sheet of forty stamps 
for the high values, the two ide'ntical sections 
were placed together, one above the other. 

The number of sheets of the high values 
overprinted for issuance on February 17th, ,.1922 
were: 

2/6 1,000 sheets (40,000 stamps) 
10/- ,500 sheets 

5/- 650 sheets ( 26,000 stamps) 
( 20,000 stamps) 

SHORT THIRD LINE VARIETY ON HIGHS 

There were no significant printing varieties for the high values, except 
the one major variety which is called the "Short Third Line" and occurs six 
times on the sheet of forty stamps. In this variety, the third line of the 
overprint measures only 21 mm instead of the usual 21 1/2mm. Thus, this v,ariety, 
is often confused with the later Thorn overprint on the high values, in a some
what similar type (Scott Nos. 36-38). 

The appearance and ink will furnish a distinction as well as the measure
ments of other lines but there is one unfailing test which will distinguish 
this short third line Dollard from the subsequent Thorn overprint of the same 
values. The h of hEireann is above the level of the other letters in the word 
(on the Thorn, it is on the same level), In addition, the space between the 
inner sides of the shafts forming the h (1 mm), corresponds generally with 
the space (1 mm) between the outer side of the short right shaft of the hand 
the outer left,side of the curve which forms the E. 

The reason for the short third line is unknown. Meredith in his 4th Ed
ition of "The POstage Stamps of Ireland 1922-1927" stated that the variety 
appeared in five positions on the sheet 1 x 4 (sheet position 4), 2 x 4 (sheet 
position 8),~ 4 (sheet position 24), 7 x 4 (sheet position 28) and 9 x 1 
(sheet position 33). 

Our own member, Malcolm O'Rei'lly demonstrated that Meredith was somet.hat 
in error. In "The Short Third Line Revisited" (THE REVEALER, July-August,1956, 
pages 276-7), Mr. O'Reilly said: 

"I have always felt the listing to be incomplete. The Dollard shillings 
were overprinted using one plate - which was made up of two identical stereos 
of 20 subjects for'the forty positions. It was logical, therefore, to assume 
that since the Short Third Line was found in 9 x 1 (position 33) it had also 
to occur in 4 x 1 (position 13). Following this theory to a practical con
clusion, involved obtaining sufficient material to prove that the Short Third 
Line does exist in position 13. T!'e successful conclusion to this project was 
reached some time ago. But after the momentary exhiliration of success waned, 
the incident was forgotten" 
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"For the record, the Dollard Short Third 
Line may be found in the following positions: 

LOCATING THE POSITIONS 
"The three positions (6 plate positions) 

may be identified. Without side (or top) se1-, 
vage they can not be identified on the sheet. 
They can be reduced to two possible positions: 

· · · 
.&. 

· · · 
J. 

· 

· · · 
· · · · -
· · 
· 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF RIALTAS POSITIONS -SHORT THIRD LINE 

· X 

· _ . .&. 

· · · · · · X 

· X 

· · · · · 

Positions 4 & 24 

RIAt'CAr 
SeAtA'OAC: 

Positions 8 & 28 Positions 13 & 33 

nA he,~eAnn 
1922 

RIAt'CAr 
seAtA'OAC 

nA, h e,~eAnn 
[922 

RIAt'CAr 
• SeAtA'OAC: 

nA hel~eAn .. 
1922 

"1) Positions 4 & 24 - The tail of the r in h Eireann, if extended, 
would pass between the 1st and 2nd 2's of 1922. The i of Rialtas, if extended, 
would pass between the uprights of the h in h Eireann. 

"(2) Positions 8 & 28 - THe tail of the r in h Eireann, 
would strike the cap of the second 2 of 1922. The i of Rialtas, 
would pass through the large upright of the h in h Eireann. 

"(3)· Positions 13 & 33 - The tail of the r in h Eireann, 
would pouoh the rear of the 1st 2 of 1922. The i of Rialtas, 
would pass through the small upright of the h in h Eireann. 

if extended, 
if extended, 

if extended, 
if extended, 

"The illustrations are slightly exaggerated to emphasize the points of 
identification. They are enlarged for the same purpose. 

"While there are other points of differentiation, these should be suf
ficient for the purpose." 

CHECK-LIST OF THE DOLLARD ISSUE 

Scott No. 1 S.G. No. 1 1/2d Green 
la la 1/2d Green (the inverted overprint) 
2 2 Id Scarlet (shades) 

3 ld Carmine-Red 
2a 2a ld S.carlet (the inverted overprint) 
3 4 2 1/2d Ultramarine 
4 5 3d Violet 
5 6 4d Slate Green 
6 7 5d Yellow Brown 
7 8 9d Black Brown 
8 9 10d Light Blue 

12 17 2/6 Brown (Chocolate Brown) 
18 2/6 (Sepia Brown) 

13 19 5/- Carmine Rose 
14 21 10/- Gray Blue 

9 22 2 1/2d Ultramarine (Red Overprint-April) 
10 23 4d Slate Green (Red Overprint-April) 
lOA 24 4d Slate Green (Carmine Overprint-?) 
11 25 9d Black Brown (Red Overprint-April) 

Page 68 (E-8) 



n'AtCAr 
S8AtA'OAC 

nA 
he'f18Ann 

1922. 

Thorn 5 Line Overprints 
Dotes on the f&tamps 
of the Irish Bree f&tate 

SUPPLEMENT No.17 EIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION May, 1964 

Scott No. 15 The first overprinting of four commonly used values, the 
1 1/2d, 2d,6d and 1/- was awarded to Messrs Alex Thorn & Co,Ltd 
of Dublin, simultaneously with the award of the other values to 
Messrs Dollard in Febr"uary of 1922. 

Thorn 

The overprint differs from the Dollard in that the Thorn 
date is in block type with full stop (period). 

For convenience, we shall discuss all of the five-line 
"Rialtas" overprints by Thorn together in this one supplement. 

1. The Black Overprints of February, 1922 
The four values overprinted by Thorn in black in February 1922 were 1 1/2, 

2d (Dies I and II), 6d and 1/-. 
1 1/2d in black (960,000 stamps) were overprinted from Plates 1,2,3 & 9. 

2d (Dies I and II) in black (9,600,000 stamps) from Plates 1, 2 & 3. 
6d in black (480,000 stamps) were overprinted from Plates 1, 2 & 3. 

1/- in black (480,000 stamps) wer'e overprinted from Plates 1, 2 & 3. 
2. Trial Proofs in Black of July 1922. 

As we have s,everal times noted, the transfer of all overprinting to Thorn 
was contemplated in the early summer of 1922 and was hastened by the evacu
ation of the Dollard plant in the "Four Courts Battle" of July. Thorn ,was then 
experimenting with a new type of ink to stand out more clearly on the stamps. 

During July, Thorn put into circulation 1/2d,ld,3d and 10d values in b~ck 
~with its type of overprint. Some claim that these were proof or trial sheets 

but Mr.Ward has contended that the 3d particularly was an emergency printing 
made during the battle. 

Meredith also claims that an experimental shade of blue-black was tried 
on the 1/2d,2d and 3d values during July and that these appear thinner than 
the later normal blue-black, somewhat between a black and a blue-black. 

3. Blue Black and Red Oyerprints July- November, 1922. 
Thereafter, Thorn supplied all values during the remainder of the year in 

blue-black, except for the 2 1/2d, 4d and 9d values which appeared in red. 

1/2d 
Id 

1 1/2d 
2d(I) 
2d(II) 

2 1/2d 
3d 

4d 
5d 
6d 
9d 

10d 

1/-

Plating 
Black Overprints (all 1922) Blue-Black or Red Overprint 

(July 1922) Plates 5 & 7 1/2d (Aug.23) Plates 5,6,7,8,9,10 
(July 20) Plates ? ld (July 20) Plates 4,5,6,7,9,10 
(Feb. 17) Plates,l,2,3,9 1 1/2d (Aug 21) Plates 2,3,4,5,6,8 & 9 
(Feb. 17) Plates 1,2 & 3 2d(I) (July 7) Plates 2,3,4,5 & 7 
(Feb. 17) Plates 1,2 & 3 ~d(II)(July 7) Plates 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 

(July 11) 

(Feb. 17) 

(Feb. 17) 

Plates 2,3, &4 

Plates 1,2 & 3 

& 10 
2 1/2d (red)(Oct 23) Plates 8 & 9 

3d (July 11) Plates 2,3,4,5,6,8,9 & 
10 

4d (red)(Sept 8) Plates 8 & 9 
5d (Aug. 11) Plates 5,6,7,8 & 10 
6d (Aug. 21) Plates 2,3,4,5,6;8,9,10 
9d (agate)(red)(Aug 11) Plates 4 & 8 
9d (green) (red) (Nov 6) Plates 4 & 8 

10d (Aug. 24) Plates 5, 7 & 9 
Plates 1, 2 & 3 1/- (Aug. 21) Plates 2,5,6,8 & 9. 
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Ten plates were used by Thorn in overprinting all of the Rialtas overprints. 
They are distinguishable only in control blocks by means of measurements. A 
most informative article entitled, "Plating the Thorn 5 Line Overprints" by 
"Erinneach" appears in THE PHILATELIST, March 1947,pages 167-171 and may be of 
further interest to the specialist. 

(a) THOM VARIETIES AS A RESULT OF OVERPRINT SHIFTING 
Perhaps the chief varieties c~sed by a shifting of the lines of the over

print will be of interest to the general collector.These were caused mainly by 
either a shifting of the word Rialtar to the right, or the word Sealadac to 
the left. In what we might call the normal appearance of the overprint, the "R" 

nu~tt:Aof "Rial tar" is above the "e" of "Sealadac"; the "1" of the word 
r. "Sealadac" is above the "n" of the third line "na"; and the "i" 

S8AtA'OAC of the fourth line "hEireann" is above or slightly to the right 
nA of the "1" of the date "1922". Shifting of these lines somewhat 

he1f18Ann gives us the interesting varieties listed here: 

1922. 
1. Rover Sand Rover Se Varieties 

On p la te 2, on the 4 th, 5 th -&--It:lCAf ;''';::;:-- ;'::;:CAf It'AlCAf 1t,,,lCAf n'AlCAf 

6th stamps of the 17th row; and on ~AlA"AC SOAlA"A': SeAlA"". Se .. l .. " .. < Se .. lA" .. < SeAtA" .. " 
nA nA nA nA nA nA 

plate 3, on the 5th and 6th stamps he'~.Ann he,~eAn" he'~ ... n" he,~eAnn he'reAn" he'reAnn 
of the same 17th row, the R is 1022. IOU. 1822. 1822. \922. \922. 

over the S instead of the "err. Found on 1 1/2d, 2d(both dies), 3d, 6d, and lI-
The-variety Rover Se is much more commonly found. Plate 2 - first six 

stamps of 12th row-and 3r~stamp of the 17th. Plate 3 - 5th and 6th stamps of 
the 12th row and 3rd and 4th of the 17th. Plate 5 - first four stamps of 6th 
row and 5th and 6th of the 9th. Plate 7 and Plate 8 - 7th, 8th, 11th and 12th 
stamps of the first row. Found on all values. 

2. E of Eireann over 1 of 1922 Varieties 
This variety is found-on all ---- - -- ---

RIAttar nlAlt:Af nlAlco.r nl..o.lc..o,r nlAli.o.r RIALt:Dor 
. plates except the first, as few as Se.o.Lo.'OAC SeAt.o:OAC SeAt..6.'DAC SeAlAtlAC 5e:At.O;O.o.C 58.0.\'.0,0.6.0 

11 times on plate 2 to as much as he,;:.nn he,;:.nn he'~: .. nn 
34 times on plate 4. It is thus 1922. 1922. 1812. 

common. Found on all values. 

nA 
helreA"n 

1922. 

3. Rover Se and wide "ac" in Sealadac Variety 
This interesting variety -rs fou~n the ~th stamp of the 17th row of 

Plate 3 and on the 8th and 12th stamps of the 1st row of Plates 7 & 8. In this 
variety, the R is over the Se and in addition, the "ac" of "Sealadac" is wide 
making the complete word 15 mm, instead of the normal width of 14 1/2mm. 

4. Dropped S in Sealadac & Out of Alignment Pairs 
On the 12th stamp of the 9th and 11th rows of Plate 1, the final c is 

dropped. Plate 3 - 8 out of alignment pairs. Overprints 9 to 12 in rows 1 to 4 
are dropped and in rows 11 to 14 are raised. Plate 4 - 8 out of alignment pairs 
Overprints 5 to 8 in rows 11 to 14 slightly raised. Plate 7 - 16 out of align
ment pairs. Overprints 5 to 8 in rows 1 to 4 and 11 to 14 raised. Plate 8 -
20 out of alignment pairs. Overprints 9 to 12 in rows 1 to 14 and overptints 
5 to 8 in rows 15 to 17 are dropped. Plate 9 - 14 out of alignment pairs. Over
prints 6 to 8 in rows 1 to 4 are raised and overprints 5 to 8 in rows 15 to 
17 are dropped. 

1. R:altar. 
2. .922 
3. Short 1 in 
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(b) Broken 2£ Defective.~ 

9th stamp, 11th row. Plate 9 
Location ? 

1922. 5th stamp, 20th row. Plate 9 



"Thorn" High Value 
We come now to another very inteEesting situation in the postal 

history of Ireland - The Battle of the Four Courts. For background material 
on this h.istorical event, see . "The Battle of the Four Courts 1922. Its ef
fect on the Postal History of Ireland" by the Editor in THE REVEALER for 
September-October, 1958, pages 375,379-80. 

For the purpose of this particular issue of overprinted stamps, 
it is sufficient to note that this battle in July 1922 betwee.n the Irish 
Republican Army and the Free State troops resulted in the evacuation of 
Messrs Dollards Printing Works on Wellington Quay in Dublin, which was in 
the battle area. 

While there is some contention that Messrs Thom was already taking 
over the overprinting of the stamps from Dollard at the time, this battle 
undoubtedly hastened the transfer and caused some interesting results. Thom 
took over the overprinting of all of the low values previously done by 
Dollard and in addition, it was suddenly called upon to overprint the high 
values. The Thoms generally are distinguishable from the Dollards by the 
full stop (period) after the date 1922. But in overprinting the high values, 
Thom used an overprint cliche with the "Dollard" type of year, without the 
full stop and in antique style of the date (the only time in its overprint
ing that it did so). Perhaps Thom made use of Dollard type for the date, 
although as we shall see, it must have made up new printing plates because 
there are very distinguishable features between the two firms' overprint. 
There is of course the difference that whereas the Dollard was printed in 
black, the Thom high values were in blue-black (except for a Thom trial 
printing of the 5/- in dull black which went into circulation). 

These Thom high value overprints are extremely scarce since re
placed soon after by the Saorstat issue.They appeared about October 17,1922. 

Dollard Black Overprints of February. 1922 

RtAtt:Ar 
SeAtA'OAC 

nA h ett1eAnn 

Thom Glossy Overprints of July to November. 1922 

RIAtt:Ar 
SeAtA'OAC 

nA he1tteAnn 

?I922 

Dollard Issue Thom Issue 
/I922 

(Scott 12-14; S.G. Nos. 17-21) (36-38; S.G. 44-46) 
First Line Measures 
Second Line Measures 
Third Line Measures 

12 1/2 mm 12 mm 
15 mm 14 1/2 mm 

21 1/2 mm (except for the 21 mm 
(short third line variety 21 mm) 

14 mm l3 i!2 mm 

--~ 

Height of Overprint 
Color of Overprint Dull or non-glossy black ink 

Impression of Overprint 

Glossy Blue-Black 
(except 5/- in dull black) 
Bolder and much more 
sharply defined. 

"h" of "hEireann" is slightly 
raised from the level of the 
other letters. "h" of hEireann 
is about lmm from the "E" or 
equal to the distance between 
the legs of the "h" itself. 

"h" of "HEireann" is on 
a level with other letters 

"h" of "hEireann" is 
closer to the "E" - about 
1/2 mm from it. 
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1922. 

Irish Provisional, Wide Spaced "Thorn" 
By November 1922, it had been decided to issue a new pro

visional overprinted set with the inscription, "SAORSTAT EIREANN 
1922" to commemorate the establishment of the Irish Free State. 
The Irish Free State was to come ,into existence on December 6th, 
1922 to replace the Provisional Government of the Irish 
"Rialtas Sealadac na hE ire ann" , 

Messrs Thorn set to work on the new issue and the plates for overprinting 
the British stamps with the "Saorstat Eireann" inscription were nearly ready, 
The "Saorstat" overprint was necessary because of delays in preparing the new 
definitive' series. In such circumstances, it appeared unnecessary to keep the 
old plates of the "Rialtas" emission. Thus, in November of 1922, the old plates 
were broken up and the type distributed. 

A sudden sortage of the 1/2d, Id and 2d stamps occurred and the Government 
Post Office hurriedly contacted Messrs Thorn to find some method of overprinting 
a fresh supply of these values. 

Christopher R. Hilliard in "Irish Postage Stamps" which appeared in Musson's 
Stamp Digest for December1947 (pp. 306-314) and February 1948 (pp. 320-332) says 
that "the only plate available was the master plate". He further states that from 
this, a hurried printing was made of the five values. 

The 1/2d, Id and 2d values were made on November 21st, 1922 and on December 
4th, two additional short values, the 1 1/2d and 1/- were overprinted in the eane 
manner. 

This new overprinted issue is easily distinguishable by the fact that it is 
wider than the previous issue. It measures 16x 15 1/2mm.The Rialtas is 13 3/4 mm 
in contrast to the earlier 12mm. 

Meredith's 4th edition states that two overprinting plates were employed by 
Thorn and that there are slight differences in the two settings. In 20 x 1 on 
Plate 1, the c of Sealadac has a flat bottom and a long pointed end. On Plate 2, 
it is claimed on the same stamp (20 x 1) that the c of Sealadac is normal. 

A few proof sheets (a half dozen or less) were run of the 1/2d in black,of 
which, after study and approval, most were included in the stock supplies sent 
to the Post Office (rare). This was the only value printed in black. The proofs 
proving acceptable, the remainder of the values were run off in blue-black. None 
of the values is common. 

Trere are practically no varieties in the overprint itself. There are ody 
three major varieties, the proof printing of the 1/2d in black and two errors on 

.the basic British stamps. 

Varieties 

1. 1/2d with jet black overprint (Scott No. 39a, Stanley Gibbons No.47a) 

2. 1 1/2d with corrected "PENCF" variety on basic British stamp 
3 . 

. 3. 1/- value with "ONF SHILLING" on basic British stamp 
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