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Last year (1965) two articles 
appeared under the above title, one 
in The Revealer of April-June and the 
other in the Journal of the Irish 
Philatelic Circle of August. As the 
discussion in both articles followed 
the same general line I assume that 
both articles ·Were authored by Dr. 
deBurca under whose byline the 
article appeared in The Revealer. 
With all due respect, I cannot accept 
the conclusions offered in his ar-

(Figure 1) ticle leading to the ? in the title. 
What follows will, I believe, prove that Dr. deBurca is in error in his 

reasoning, but also that the stamps in the Field collection are genuine. 
There is a copy of this stamp in my collection, acquired from H.R.Harmer 

of New York in 1950 (see Figure 1), also there is an illustration of this 
stamp in the Robson Lowe catalogue of the auction sale of the Preston col
lection July 8th, 1959 (see Figure 2). Study of these illµstrations and the 
stamp in my collection lead me to the conclusion that these stamps are the 
result .of the peculiar method Dublin castle used in producing these over
prints. 

Let us examine first the method used at Dublin Castle for producing these 
overprints, as all Castle overprints, narrow date, composite, and wide date 
show evidence that they were produced by the same method. This method was well 
explained in an article in The Revealer of March-April of 1958 from which I 
quote- "it is clear that theoverprint forme (plate) consisted of twenty set
tings arranged in five rows of four, each row separated from the next by the 
space of one stamp. The sheet, which comprised forty stamps in ten rows of 
four, was put through the press and received overprints on the 1st, 3rd, 5th 
7th and 9th rows. It was then put through the press a second time to be com
pleted with overprints on the 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th and 10th rows." The article 
was in connection with an illustrated block of the. 5/- value narrow date, 
showing a properly placed overprint on the odd numbered rows and a drastically 
tilted out of position impression on the even. numbered rows (see Figure 3). 

Further proof can be offered on the basis of an offer made in 1956 by a 
prominent dealer of London as follows: "partly reconstructed pane of 40, 
owned by a client, of the 10/- with Government Saorstat narrow date overprint, 
S.G. 85, with double overprint (one inverted) on the even· rows, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 
10, odd rows normal. 11 To my knowledge no part of this offer got into collector 
albums because of the exorbitant price at which they were held, even TE Field 
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(can't) balked. Be that as it 
may it proves that the narrow 
date overprint was produced by 
two runs through the press as 
above explained. 

The Composite Overprint 
also shows evidence of the 
same manner of overprinting 
(see Figure 4). Note that the 
arrangement of the wide and 
narrow date overprints on the 
2 1/2 and the 5 & 10/- values 
repeat in the odd and even 
rows throughout the sheet, a
gain indicating a double run 
through the press. 

Although the evidence is 
not as prominent in the Castle 
Wide Date Overprints, a study 
made of a complete sheet of 
these stamps, from the collec
tion of M.G. O'Reilly, shows 

';3~cv(7.Tf/ 

£? T.S-: o~a 
171 Sf/1.,13- l 

1935 10/· indigo, variety overprint douhle us~~. with telegraphic cancellation. (See \I; 
Photo) . £80 
NOTU : Only three mint copies ore refJorted tt> c.i:i.tt and the \'t•f,\' fc"· 11sed copies 

k11all'n lllf have tele~rqf!hic cunccllatio"" 

the same duplication of earmarks in (Figure 3) 
odd and even pairs of rows. These similarities consist of minor defects in the 
impressions in the odd numbered rows repeating in the next row below or the 
even numbered rows. Here also we have evidence of two runs through the press. 

Although I have not had the opportunity of examining large multiples of 
the Waterlow overprints I am of the considered opinion that they were pro
duced by the same method as were the previous Castle overprints. A study of 
the illustrations of these double overprints will prove my point. 

Our first observation will be that in all four illustrations the relative 
position of the. two overprints is approximately the same. Note that the heavy 
overprint is slightly higher and to the right of the lighter impression. Note 
tha.t the shifting to the right of the heavy impression is approximately the 
same in all four illustrations giving the impression that they would have 
been the product of a printing unit containing four subjects, which would 
equal one line of the overprinting plate (see above). 

A closer observation of the fou~ illustrations will show that the heavier 
overprint is superimposed on the lighter impression; note the overlapping of 
the lighter impression by the heavier impression. Dr. deBurca has been to 
great pains to prove that the lighter overprint is bogus. Can he explain how 
the Government printing plant could overprint a sheet of stamps to which bo
gus overprints had been applied, as very definitely ' the heavy overprint is 
the second impress ion on these double overprints? ·. 

Now we seek to explain how these 
occur. Lacking definite proof we must 
ries offer themselves, both involve a 
the sheet into the press. 

double overprints could 
theorize, and two theo
malfu~ction in feeding 

First - a sheet of stamps ·:was improperly inserted into 
the press by the operator, offering only part of the sheet to 
be printed, and realizing that an improper printing of the 
sheet would occur withdrew the sheet from the press but not be
fore the sheet had come in slight contact with the 
printing plate resulting in what printers call a "kiss print" 
on two odd numbered rows. This would account for the much 
lighter impression of the first impression · as compared with 
the second. Rather than consigning this sheet to printtfi;s 



' waste the operator put the sheet back into the batch to be printed. Now going 
through the normal printing routine the sheet would receive normal overprints 
(the heavy impressions) on all 40 stamps and have double impressions on two 
rows which had received the "kiss prints". 
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few applications of ink are slightly \.:._~,,/ ... _......._J 
diluted resulting in pale or light impressions. This is commonly observed in 
newspapers where an occasional lightly printed page will be noted in an other 
wise well printed paper. Now to our second theory. 

Second- as a result of the above explained procedure a sheet of stamps 
received a light first impression but was not rejected but went into the batch 
for a second run through the press to overprint the even numbered rows. Here 
a sheet feeding malfunction occurred resulting in only part of the sheet being 
inserted in the press and two odd numbered rows that already had a light im
pression received another, giving rose to a double impression. At this point 
the sheet still had no overprints on the even numbered rows and the operative 
simply put the sheet through the press again this time overprinting the even 
numbered rows. The sheet now had 40 overprints showing two rows with double 
p~erprints one light the other heavy . 

Now I would like to discuss some of Dr . deBurca's arguments for believing 
the light overprint bogus. In the article in the Journal of the Irish Phila
telic Circle he uses two illustrations which I have numbered Figures 5 & 6 
which are hand drawn from enlarged photos, to show variations in the type of 
the overprints in the two stamps in the T. E. Field collection. These I can
not accept as proving anything because this sort of comment r equires photo
graphic comparisons. Just one example, if the drawings are to represent the 
overprints note the square ends to the accents, In my study of overprints 
since they first were mssued in 1922 I have never come across a square ended 
accent. I believe that it has escaped Dr. deBurca's attention that the over
prints were applied to an uneven surface which could result in malformations 
of letters in the overprints. 

Damaged type in the setting Ma.chine such as, flat tailed "9s", or other
wise damaged type, could also account for malformed overprints. Further, mis
shaped letters could come from poorly taken stereos resulting in imperfectly 
formed overprint impressions. Among the copies in my collection of the Water
low stamps I have closed "S" in Saorstat, outlined "S", over-inked "S", heavy 
and light accents, all upper ends rounded, open and clogged "2" in the date, 
s~e 
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from re-engraved dies made fro~ transfer rolls used by Bradbury Wilkinson for 
entering their plates for the high values. Both Bradbury Wulkinson an· Water~ 
tow stamps are intaglio printed. Such stamps have. an uneven surface. Note that 
all lines of an intaglio printed stamp will vary in height depending On hew deep 
a line has been cut into a die to bring out the various nuances of shading re- . 
quired to properly depict the subject being engraved.To overcome the problem of 
printing on an uneven surface pressure was applied to the overprinting plate 
against a rather soft blanket resulting in an embossing of the overprint on the 
back of the stamps.I suggest an examination of the unused specimen of this aror 
in the Field collection with a view to determine whether the stamps s~ows any 
embossing on the back. Any embossing on the back of the stamp would be evidence 
that it had been overprinted at the Castle, and if only one embossing were 
present it would confirm the theory of the "kiss print" as no pressure would be 
exerted in such an impression. If two embossings were present it would confirm 
the second theory as both impressions would have been made under pressure. 

While the above examination is being made I also suggest a re-examination 
of the used Field copy as to the date of the cancellation because both my copy 
and the Preston copy show the date as 12 VII which is the 12th of July and not 
August (see Figure 1), which is the date given by Stamp Collecting of July 30, 
1938. This same article also states that two copies were found in a mixed lot 
by a dealer. This would indicate that some telegraphically cancelled stamps 
could and did get out, or the stamps so stamped were used for some other pur
pose as Dr. deBurca suggests. So the cancellation per se cannot have any ef
fect on the status of these double overprints, especially the three unused 
copies known. _ 

Without presenting any further evidence I believe that the above explan
ations prove what was proposed in the first paragraph, and show how the Castle 
overprints were produced on the Waterlow stamps, and qow the double overprints 
could have occurred. My conclusion, therefore, is that the double overprints 
in the Field, Preston and my collection are genuine. 

(The End) 
Editorial note: The Field stamps were offered in the Harmer London Sale 

of the late T. E. Field collection in May of this year. 
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British Varieties and Irish Overprints 
by Gerard Brady, Dublin, E.P.A. 

BASIC PLATE FLAW VARIETY - THE ~ IN THE NINE PENCE OVERPRINTED 

Perhaps one of the most interesting, yet much neglected Basic Plate Flaw 
varieties is the PQ for PO in POSTAGE which occurs on the Nine Pence Sage Green 
SG 42 and SG 61. Little has been written of this elusive error which to date has 
not been recorded on the un-overprinted British stamp. 

The variety occurs in the word POSTAGE in the left hand side panel of the 
stamp. On page 147 of Hans Zervas' "Translation of the Kohl Handbook" published 
by the Collectors Club Philatelist in 1941 it is written " .... Further in a few 
sheets of the Nine Pence a left marginal stamp showed a Q like O in POSTAGE." 
It is curious that the position on sheet has not been listed (cf Meredith 4th 
Edn Page 39). It is difficult to calculate the number of this variety known but 
very few copies can exist. 

The flaw occurs on the 1st stamp of the 3rd Row from the top left hand cor
ner of the sheet. The Control number is T 22 Imperf and the watermark three. 

Photograph No. 1 Photograph No. 2 

Examination of the photographs will show that the variety is in fact com
pound and consists of two distinct parts. Firstly there is a pronounced "V" cut 
into the outer frame line below the perforations and over the letter 0 in 
POSTAGE. The second part, which describes the flaw consists of a downward stroke 
from the "O" making this letter appear as a reversed Q. When looking directly at 
the word POSTAGE this downward stroke comes off the "O" in the '7 o'clock' pos
ition. 

Previously this variety was thought only to exist with "Three Line Saorstat 
Red" overprint in mint condition. However the variety is now known with two dif
ferent overprints, nameiy the "Five Line Thom (Red)" from Plate 9 S.G. 42 (Photo
graph No.l) and of course-- the "Three Line Saorstat" (Red) from Plate 3 S.G.61 
(Photograph No. 2). The former is very much more scarce and has not been re
corded. I do know of.a rare single used copy with the Three Line overprint. 

The scarcity of the "PQ error' 1 is readily made apparent by the few occasions 
that it has been offered for sale at Auction in some of the finest Irish col
lections. The following is a list of some such auctions: 

(1) The Agnew Sale [ Harmer ] 26th May 1930 Lot 213 
(2) The R. M. White Sale [ R. Lowe ] 15th June 1955 Lot 333 
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(3) The J. s. Preston Sale [ R. Lowe ] 8th July 1959 Lot 62 
(4) The T. E. Field Sale [ R. Lowe ] ~1th May 1966 Lot 755 

These Sales offered mint blocks of four and a pair with "Saorstat" over
print. A confusing point arises from the "White Sale 1955" which offered the er
ror 'Urlth a Dollard overpr~,n.~. If·• this were correct it must have been on an A~ate 
printing from Controls S 21, S 22 Per£ or Imperf with black or red overprint. 
There appears to be no evidence that would substantiate such a claim. Therefore 
it must be assumed that the Auction Catalogue description was not correct. 

Further references to the "PQ" appeared in King "The Postage Stamps of the 
Irish Free State" 2nd Ed. 1931 page 14. It is mentioned in Robson Lowe's En
cyclopaedia 2nd ed. Two listings appeared in "The Revealer". Firstly, in an art
icle by Perry Adams, Whole No . 13 (1953) page 101 and secondly in Supplement No. 
5 (1962). 

BASIC FLAW VARIETY - "FOUR PENCE" OVERPRINTED 
An interesting Prate flaw occurBCi'n the Four Pence (1912- 22) Gray Green 

George V stamp, various overprints. ~~ 

Qllelu.;J 
This is a multiple Plate flaw which occurs in various stages on the s econd 

stamp of the nineteenth row, It clearly shows as a diagonal break above the "O" 
of "FOUR PENCE" and a similar break may also occur on a slightly higher level 
above the "U", though this latter break is not found in every instance. 

This variety has been found with many Controls which I list as follows: 
I. Dollard black R-21 Perf or Imperf 

S-21 Perf or Imperf II . Thom (Five Line) S-22 Perf only 
red R-21 Perf or Imperf T-22 Perf or Imperf 

S-21 Imperf only III. Thom (Saorstat) U-22 Perf only 
carmine s-22 Perf or Imperf V- 23 Perf only 

Perhaps other members may have noticed the variety on other Controls. In 
view of its position· on the sheet ' in relation to the Control Number it would ap~ 
pear likely that readers ·with Control collections would have some copies. 

This flaw is recorded by R. C. Alcock and C. W~ Meredith on Page 69 of 
''British Postage Stamp Varieties Illustrated" and is also described on Page 4 of 
the Philatelic Adviser, April 1951. 

Scott No. 142 

. .. 
0' , •••.• t ' •• ', ~ . . . . 

' ' . . 
, ... ( .··· ··· 

' ' 
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1950 HOLY YEAR ISSUE - PRINTING ERROR 

., . 
,: . 
' ... 

2 1/2 d Violet 
S.G. No. 149 
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f~;:.fa'. :' ~~::~ '\ . ·~~~;;·.~~'.~; ~ 
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#1 Front (open) #2 Flap over #3 Gummed side flat 
(From the collection of Leon W. Davis, E.P.A, fl 63, Hamilton Square, 

New Jersey. Photography by Ralph Clark and W, Hickey) 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE E. P.A. BY PROMPT PAYMENT OF DUES AND SHARING 
YOUR RESEARCH EFFORTS WITH YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS . 
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New Issue }'letes and }'lews. 
The SOth anniversary of The Irish Post· Office 

the death of the Irish pat- issued the EUROPA 1966 pos-
riot, Roger Casement was tage stamp on 26th Septem-
counnemorated by the issue of tember. The stamp, designed 
a special stamp on 3rd Aug- by the brothers Gregor and 
ust 1966. The connnernorative Josef Bender of Regensburg 
stamp was in two denominat- and Bonn, shows a stylised 
ions, 5d (20 million) and boat in full sail and bears 
ls. (2,250,000) made up in the inscriptions "EUROPA" 

sheets of 120 stamps. Printing was by and "CEPT" together with 
photogravure on paper watermarked "E". the name of the State and 
Perforations 15 x 15. The design of the value numerals. The de-
the stamp is by Raymond Kyne of Signa sign symbolises the pro-
Ltd., Dublin and is based on a photo- gress of the European Com-
graph. munity, and in particular the successful 

The stamps were scheduled to be co-operation of the Postal and Telecom
released on Wednesday, but several of munications Administrations. The basic 
the smaller offices by mistake began design has been adapted for use on the 
selling the stamps on Tuesday, 2nd Irish stamps by Mr. Raymond Kyne of 
August and Mr. Dixon in his Random Messrs. Signa Ltd., Dublin. The stamps 
Notes (No. 111 August 1966) reports were made up in sheets of 120 and were 
that the Post Office instructed that in two denominations, 7d.- colours Red
such letters be intercepted and that dish Orange and Green (2,250,000) and 
those intercepted after the cancel- 1/5, colours Greenish Grey and Green 
ling either had the postmark (and (2,500,000). Printing was by photograv
hence stamp) defaced, or the date ure on paper watermarked with the let
altered by hand from 2 to 3. The de- ter "E". Perforations 15 x 15. 
faced covers are of curio value but The Ballintubber Abbey stamp will 
could easily be faked by mutilating appear on 8th November in 5d and ls. 
genuine first day or later covers. News has come from Ireland that 

According to the "Irish Times folders of the 1916-1966 Connnemorative 
some of the prematurely posted let- Issue sold so well that there is 
ters arrived duly cancelled, but with to be a further printing. In May, it 
the date space blank. These, too, was also announced that there is to be 
could be faked by scraping out the a further printing of 1 million stamps 
date from later used examples. each of the 7d and ls.Sd, raising the 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~totals to 2 1/4 and 2 1/2 millions res-

IRISH EXHIBIT WINS MEDAL AT SIPEX 
Karl Hemmer"""""O'f""Soest, Germany was 

pectively. 

awarded a Bronze Medal at the Sixth this portion was a beautiful copy of 
International Philatelic Exhibit held the Q.V. ~5 orange with a Belfast c.d. 
in Washington May 21-30, 1966. Mr. s, and several examples of the "emer
Hemmer' s exhibit was both comprehen- gency" 1916 Dublin GPO cancels. The 
sive and impressive. It included items overprints were well represented with 
of postal history beginning with Bis- proofs, controls,and varieties includ
hop Marks and some very interesting ing the PENCF error. The E.P.A. con
shipletter and penny post markings. gratulates Mr. Hemmer. 
The 1840-1922 period was well te prese~ Joseph Foley 
ted with Mulready and PennyBlacks used Vice President, EPA. 

!--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

in Ireland, Maltese Cross markings,in-
cluding the seldom-seen MullingarCross 
(a clear strike), barred diamond and 
spoon cancellations. Also included in 
642 

A NEW FISCAL YEAR IN NOW BEGINNING 
FOR THE EIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION. 
PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES PROMPTLY. 



THE SIDP LETTER STAMPS O(UIELAND 
an~ the IRISH FREE STATE 

SUPPLEMENT No. 28 EIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION November, 1966 

SHIP SHIP SHIP SHIP SHIP 
(a)22x5 IDDl (b)21xsi (c)27tx7 mm (d)31x7 rnm (e)22x7 mm 

TYPe I SHIP SHIP SHIP SHIPP 
(f)21tx7t (g)19 x 5 (h)19x 5 (j )26x7 rnm 

SHIP LETTER SHIP LETTER SHIP-LETTER 
(a) 55x6mm TYPe II 

Type III 

Type V 

DUBLIN 
ShipLeller 

TYPe IX 

Type XIII 

XVIII 

(b) 55x5mm (e) Dot or dash between 

c£HIP LETT0 

Type IV 
(a) Dot or dash (b) Caherc1veen type 

T}'Pe VI· 

DUBLIN 
SHIP LETTER 

TYPe X 

"UffN5TOWN 
SHIPI,.E"Tf6R 

Type XIV 

SKIBBEREEN 
ShipLetter 

Type XVI 

INDIA LET TER 

CORK 

Type VII 

SHIP .L ETTER 
DUBLIN 

Type XI 

SKIBBEREEN 

SHIP LE.T!' 
Type .xv 

Type VIII 

LIMERICK 

SHIP LETTE R 

Type XII 

TYpe 

XVII 

Type 

XIX· 

INDIA LETTER 

COVE. 

Type 

xx 

SHIP LETTER PORT OF ARRIVAL MARKINGS 
Notes: # Used in conjunction with separate town name straight line stamp. 
% Combination of town name and ship letter stamp (one piece) + Used in con
junction with the town datestamp. ~ Used in conjunction with the town mileage 
mark. § Usually accompanied with Dublin diamond obliterator #186. (con't 
on page 126 Page 125 (U-l) 



Ba11ycast1e 
Belfast 

r-" 
~ <.", 

~ Years 
III 1840 
I(h) 1767-74 
II 1800 
V(a) 1811-30 
V 1824-31 
III 1845 Buncrana 

Caherciveen IV(b) 1827 
Carrickfergus II(c) 1806 
Cast1etown II(b) 1834-40 
Coleraine 
Cork 

XII 1838 
I(d) 1761-76 
II(a) 1779-1843 
II (b) 1782-1856 
VI 1837-43 

[India Lettej XIX 1836-39 
Cove (see also II 1788-1812 

Queenstown) II(c) 1814-50 
[India Letter] XX 1835-44 

Dingle II 1807 
Dun Laoghaire XVIII 1923 
Dunmore East III 1847 
Dublin II(b) 1795 

Ho1ywood 
Kilrush 
Kinsale 

Limerick 

Londonderry 

Newry 

Passage 
Porta ferry 
Queenstown 

Ross 
Rostrevor 
Skibbereen 

Tarbert 
Warrenpoint 
Waterford 

Westport 
Wexford 

~t~~h~'h 
Page 126 (U-2) 

II(a) 1801-12 
VIII 18l5-47 
IX 1835-53 
X 1853-57 
XI 1839 
III 1834 
II (c) 1842 
II (b) 1819-26 
II(c) 1781-1853 
III 1827 
XII 1837-40 
I 1746=73 
VII 1808-47 
I (e) 1771 
II 1781-1807 
XIII 1819-46 
II (c) 1800-27 
III 1824 
XIV 1850-63 
XVII 1904 
II 1784-1831 
II 1838 
XV 1791-1846 
XVI 1840-47 
III 1846 
II 1805-13 
I (f) 1772 
II(c) 1822-51 
III 1820 

nSg< UU 
II{b) 1802-34 

Color 
Black 

Red 
Red,b1ack [Ornate 
B1ack,b1ue,green 
Blue 
Black 
Red 

frame] 

Black 
Black 
Black 

[Frame 36 x 13] 

Black, red 
B1ack,red,b1ue 

Length Height 

19 mm 5 mm 
52 mm 

51 mm 
50 mm 

31 mm 
52 mm 
54 mm 

7 mm 
5mm 

4 1/2 mm 
B1ack,red [Frame 42 x 14] 
Red,b1ack [Various size frames] 
Black [COVE SHIP LE.] 
Red,b1ack,b1ue,green 
Black [Frame 47 x 15] 
Black [SHIP LE.] 
Black [Diameter 29 mm] 

Black,red,magenta 
Carmine-red 
Black, red 
Green,b1ue 
Red [Frame 52 x 15] 
Black 

B1ack,red 
Black,red,b1ue,ye110w 
Red 
Black 
Black 

[Frame 36 x 13] 
[DERRY] 

B1ack,red,green 
Black 
B1ack,red 
Red,b1ue 
Black 
Red 
Black,b1ue,purp1e 
Black [Diameter 22 mm] 
Black, red 
Black 
Black, red 
B1ack,b1ue 
Black 
Black 
Black 

[WARRENS PT.] 

B1ack,red,b1ue,green 
Black 
Black 

Black 

35 mm 

49 mm 
52 mm 

4 1/2 mm 

4mm 
5mm 

57 mm 5 mm 

50 mm 

23 mm 

22 mm 

50 mm 

53 mm 
48 mm 
37 mm 

21 1/2 mm 
52 mm 

5 mm 

6 mm 

7 mm 

55 mm 5 mm 
48 mm 5 mm 

Notes 
+ 
if 
% 

% 
"10 

% 
% 

% 

§ 

'7. 
+ 

% 

% 

% 



The ('H. & K. Packet" 
, , 

The shipment of mails between England and ireland has followed the shortest 
route. Only about sixty miles separate Dublin, Ireland from Holyhead, Wales a
cross the Irish Sea. By the year 1834, Kingstown Harbour (now Dun Laoghaire) was 
found to be the most advantageous packet station near Dublin. 

On October 1, 1860, the first of four specially designed steamers was put 
into service by the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company. The four were named 
after each of the Four Provinces - ULSTER, LEINSTER, MUNSTER and CONNAUGHT. Each 
had a large sorting office for the handling of the mails during the crossings of 
the Irish Sea, under ,the control of the G.P.O. in Dublin and both day and night 
service was maintained; 

This service continued for more than sixty years and an interesting series 
of datestamps and postmarks resulted. "The Irish Mail" by Cyril Kidd [Robson 
Lowe Ltd] is an authoritative work on the H & K Packet and its postmarks: 

0 6 1.1 ~,P {-...P-<{ ",. f:>-<t. ~ 'I>- "/0 
Q IA 1- J:: A -\ qj, A C> 

"" ("l-

\. JA 30) \.DE 25) .:t MR 2 1-\ :J: ,4":: '86~ 
\/~i'V) \JU i 0 I": ~ 

186 1 180\ Ie 6')/ "="" 

~ 
I 
IIa 
lIb 

III 
IV 
IVa 
V 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
XI 

lIa • I Ilb Iv 
al 

v 
VI VII VIII 

IX' X XI 

"Dubtin" type 
"Broken-circle" type 

" " " [Numbered] 
(Replaced 1867,1872,1878) 

Dates 
1860-61 
1861-64 
1864-83 
1881-
1890-95 

"Duplex" obliterators [ #186 1861-65 
"French double-circle" type 1883, 

" " " "[ #186] 1883-
"Single-circle" type 1884-95 

Remarks 
A recumbent H and A appear 
Minor variations of marking 
4ft 1 thru 12 and an "X" 
# 13, 14, 15 added 
Reissued # 9, 13,14,15 
Three varieties known 
lflthru 13 
Used for Late Fee mail 

" ," "[ # 186 1884-95 Used for Late Fee mail 
"Numeral" type 1894-1901 # 1 thru 12, 15 
"Boat" type [Initial of ship] 1901-19 # 1 thru 4 for each boat of, 

"Fragile packet" type 19o_1- Always #5 with initial of, 

"Maltese double-circle" type 1919-25 Night Boat? Ceased 2/20/25 
"Day Boat" special type 1919-23 Ceased service 3/10/23 

* = L (Leinster), M (Munster), C (Connaught), U (Ulster) plus # 1 thru 4 
The two illustrated handstamps, "Fleetwood-Belfast" and "Prince of Wales 

were unofficial stamps applied to letters in 1843-44 posted on board the "Prince 
of Wales" on 'the Fleetwood-Belfast route. 
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PAQUEBOT" HAND·STAMPS IRISH'' 
PAUUEBOT PAQUEBOT PA(!UEBOT 

Type XIII 
, Type XII. 

1. Cove - Queenstown (1849) - Cobh (1922) 

Type XV 
Type XYI XVII 

2. Dublin - ~ Laoghaire - Holyhead, Wales 
i'.lthough there is no sorting of mail on 

the Dun Laoghaire-Holyhead boats, mail post
ed on board is marked at the respective ports 
of call. Mail for Irish destinations received 

XVIII 

XX 

'Type XIV 

XIX 

at Holyhead is stamped Type XXI; mail fort---------------------------------
Dun Laoghaire or for return to England is 3. Galway - Gaillimh 
stamped Type XXII; mail for Dublin and Ire
land generally is forwarded to Dublin for 
Type XXIV etc. On Sundays and bank holidays 
when .the Dun Laoghaire postoffice is closed, 
all mail received is forwarded to Dublin to 
be cancelled there. 

XXII XXlll 
XXI 

Type XXIV Type XXV Type XXVI 

Type XXVII 
4. Bantry Bay 

Type XXVIII Type XX;X 

5. Glengariff (Bantry Bay) 

Type XXX Type XXXI 

Notes:Type XII used in conjunction with the Dublin & Queenstown T.P.O. 1897-1906 
Type XIII known used at Queenstown 1899 
Type XIV used on the Dublin & Cork T.P.O. 1894 
Type XXIX skeleton type used at Bantry in 1960 for a cruise stop. 

i Types XXX and XXI skeleton used at Glengariff sub-office for summer cruises. 
Page l2/i (U-4) 


