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PRESIDENT'S NOTES 

This should be more properly headed "Acting" President's 
Notes. Ed Sullivan, the president is quite ill and has been for several 
months. He has been in a hospital and will soon be moved to a 
nursing home. With the concurrence of the other officers and the 
Board of Directors, I, Vice President Bill Zellers, have assumed the 
duties of president, until Ed is able to conduct the business of the 
association. Should any of the members have any questions, or 
matters to bring to my attention please do so. My address is listeGr 
under Vice Presidents. I hope it is Zip Code 92502. 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Following long established 
custom and practice, the Immediate Past President, Garvin 
Lohman, has been appointed Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee. William Kane in Dublin has also consented to serve on 
the committee. Per the EPA constitution the Secretary-Treasurer 
will be on it too. Garvin is contacting others to be on the committee. 
The nominations will need to be published in the Spring 1981 issue 
of the Revealer so that the election may proceed in a timely fashion 
and the new officers and directors can take office on September 1, 
1981. lf you have any nominations to make, please do so in writing 
to the committee as soon as possible. These people need and want 
your suggestions. Their addresses are at the end of this article. 
PUBLICITY: Preston Pope, one of our past presidents, has agreed 
to continue to act as International Publicity Chairman for the E.P.A. 
lf you have any material that would benefit the Association or Irish 
philately by being publicized, and want Preston to do it, please 
contact him. 
REVEALER ARTICLES: The European Vice President, Michael 
Priestley, has suggested that the members contribute a series of 
articles describing their collections, interest areas and/ or collecting 
activities. As those who a re brave enough to make suggestions 
seldom do, Michael has volunteered to"to first. I'm sure we will all 
be awaiting his article. I said I will be second. Now who wants to 
volunteer to be next? We don't expect professional writing 
standards in the article (the Editor will fix it up, if needed) just share 
with us your part of Irish Philately. Perhaps in this way the 
membership, which is so far flung. can come closer together and get 
to know each other better. When I see biship marks, I think of Ed 
Sullivan; controls . . . Richard Swords, and when I see postal history 
well, I think of many members. Let us know your special interests 
and perhaps in this way we can help each other with our collecting. 
Or become interested in a new facet of which we were not aware. 
ASSIST ANT TREASURER: Joe Foley has been appointed 
Assistant Treasurer to facilitate dues collection and to help with 
keeping our cash flow moving. 
DUES: Speaking of cash flow, all subscriptions for 1981 became 
due September 1, 1980. ln case you missed the dues envelope or 
misplaced the envelope enclosed in the Summer Revealer, please 
remit $7.00 in a U.S. dollar instrument to Joe Foley at the address 
listed for him under Associate Editor. Note that the dues envelope 
has a wrong box number. It has been brought to my attention that 
some members are one year in arrears in subscription payments 
and some even more. An audit of the membership will soon be 
made and those owing dues will be dropped. lf you are one of these 
deliquent members please remit the total amount due, so you can 
be in good standing. 
SECRETARY-TREASURER: Jean MacDonald, our Secretary 
Treasurer, tells me she will have to give up the job by January 1981. 
Is there a member who would like to assume this duty? If so, please 
write to me at once. The job does require time, up to 20 hours per 
month and there are deadlines that must be met. Access to a 

computer would be a definite asset and would shorten the time 
required considerably. 
SLIDES: Anyone having slide programs or material belonging to 

E.P.A. should return them to Slide Chairman Bill McCaw 
immediately. Also, anyone wishing to donate slides to the 
Association please send them to Bill. 
ADDESSES: G. Loman, 1541 Sacrament St., Apt 3, San Francisco, 

CA 94109 
W. Kane, 7 O'Connell Gardens, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, Ireland 
P. Pope, P.O. Box 5626, San Mateo, CA 94402 
B. McCaw, 368 Grand St., Newburgh, New York, 12550 

Bill Zellers 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
The delivery (or non-delivery) of the Revealer continues to be a 

major problem. Within the United States the Revealer is sent "4th 
Class" and this is slow. It took 10 days for my copy of the Summer 
issue to reach me and it only had to travel 15 miles. Canadian 
members probably got the best deal on the last issue. 4th class isn't 
excepted and when it was found that the alternate 3rd class would 
only be le cheaper thanlstclass it was sent 1st class. There has been 
a breakdown in the deliveries to Europe. For instance, the Spring 
issues was mailed in bulk by Air Mail Parcel Post to Mike Priestley, 
for remailing, at the beginning of June ...... .it arrived late in 
September .... just a few days before the arrival of the Summer issue. 
An investigation has been started by the Post Office to try to 
determine causes but little hope is held for a remedy. 

Long time E.P.A. member, Bob Corless recently retired has 
consented to take on the task of publishing and mailing the 
Revealer. He plans to start proceedings to qualify us to get a 2nd 
class Mailing Permit which should speed up deliveries in the 
United States. For European mailing rather than "Air Parcel Post'' 
he will try the Airmail "AO" services. This will necessitate splitting 
the shipment into two parcels but it is hoped that this will give us 
better service. So, starting with this issue, the Revealer is being 
mailed from Phoenix, Arizona. 

**************************** 
When the E.P.A. was smaller and printing costs were 

considerably cheaper we used to be able to furnish new members 
with a membership roster. We were able to update the list every 
year, sometimes every other year. With the growth of the 
Association and the movement of members maintaining an up to 
date membership list for distribution became a major expen'Se and 
task. The duties of the Secretary didn't allow for the time to 
maintain the list. With a membership of over six hundred, changes 
have been as many as two hundred some recent years. A list 
becomes obsolete in a year and practically useless if let go two 
years. If our list can be computerized the problem will be simplified 
and we will be again in a position to produce a list. Acting President 
Bill Zellers would like to find out if there is a need for such a list, if 
we should make the effort and spend the money needed to publish 
an up to date list. He solicits your guidance on the subject. Write to 
him at the address inside the front cover. Assuming that we DO 
publish a new list, then you must consider whether or not you want 
your Street address published in this day of Philatelic thievery. 
Unless you instruct us otherwise your full address will be 
published. If YOU REQUEST it, only your name, EPA number, City 
and State will be printed. So notify Bill of your needs. ln order to 
make a decision in the matter without too much delay a.ll letters 
should reach Bill Zellers by the first week in January 1981. 

HELP THE E.P.A. - SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER TODA YI 
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Random Notes 

by F. E. Dixon 

COURIER SERVICE 

By the end of the 20th century I am sure that students of 
communicaton will be very interested in the present period of 
collapse of the postal system and upsurge of other commercial 
delivery services. At least two Dublin concerns are now using 
labels on envelopes they handle. One is the PR COURIER 
SERVICES with offices at the Ballymount Industrial Estate, Dublin 
12 and the other AROUND-TOWN COURIERS LTD. I predict that 
others of the dozen or more rival firms will follow the example. 

THE IRISH CHAOS 
I have found another example of the confusion caused by 

changes of policy or disagreements among the language experts. It 
is a registered envelope of Mar 1980 with the registration label INIS 
THlAR and the cancellation INIS OIRR. The place is better known 
as INISHERE, the southernmost of the Aran Islands. 

DECIMALISATION 

Have you noticed the apparent precision of the P&T information 
handouts, with stamp dimensions to the nearest hundreth of a 
millimetre? e.g. the Shaw stamps 24.13x60.96 ~m. But apparently 
these are only conversions from simpler fractions of inches, 19/ 20 
and 2 2/ 5 ! 

REGISTRATION ENVELOPE 

The increases in postal rates on 1st of August 1979 meant that the 
minimum for a registered letter became 44p. Such are the workings 
of the Irish Post Office that envelopes bearing such a stamp were 
available(in the Dublin Philatelic Section only) on 30th June 1980, 
one day before the next increases. So the lucky few to obtain 
envelopes posted on that date have first-and-last day covers. Any 
posted on o r after 1st July needed 11 p adhesive stamps added. 

THE NEW RA TES 

The principal items are now charged at: 
LETTERS (Republic & UK) 60g 15p; 100g 20p then each SOg Sp 
LETTERS (Other countries) 20g 16p; 50g 30p, lOOg 40p, 250g 78p 
LETTERS (Airmail outside Europe) 20g 25p, each ext ra lOg 10p 
POSTCARDS (Inland & Foreign) 12p; Airmail 15p 
AEROGRAMS 16p 
PRINTED PAPERS (Republic & UK) 120g 12p; 150g 15p then each 
250g 35p 
PRINTED PAPERS (Other countries) 20g 9p; 50g 14p; lOOg 19p; 
250g 35p 
PRINTED PAPERS (reduced rate) 50g 71/zp; 100g 9p; 250g 18p 
PRINTED PAPERS (Airmail) 20g 16p; each extra lOg 4p 
PARCELS (Republic & UK) 1kg60p; 3kg 80p; Skg 1£; lOkg £1.50 
REGISTRA TJON Minimum 40p covering £75 inland 
INSURANCE minimum 44p covering £50 
EXPRESS FEE 15p 
LABEL 

At the Dun Laoghaire Collectorex Tony Finn was selling a labe l 
none of us had seen, advertising the Industrial Exhibition at 40 
Upper O'Connell Street, Dublin, sponsored by the Dublin 
Industrial Development Association. It was on their premises the 
first STAMPA took place. 

NEW POST MASTER 

It was announced on 2 July that the Chief Executive of the 
reorganized "An Bord Poist" will be Mr. Tom Garvey, with a salary 
of about £25,000. Aged 44, with a degree in economics, he is an 
espert in international trade and was for a time chief executive of 
the Irish Export Boards, and has been with the UN Development 
Programme. However, the last three years he has been with the 
EEC Commission in Nigeria. 

HIBERNIAN AUCTION 

The auction on 5 July attracted only a small attendance and there 
was little bidding from the room. A few lots realized remarkable, 
even absurd prices, e.g. £75 for 1870 postcard used Waterford 10. 
10. 70., £28 for a view postcard with Dublin 1916 barred circle 
cancellation, £34 for ld "map" with LEARN IRISH label attached, 
used on post card. £10 for a Ballymaclinton card with appropriate 
cancellation. A lot of 1916 leaders postcards reached over £8 each 
although many were stained, and 1922 Civil War cards were twice 
as much. All plus 5% commission and 10% V.A.T. 

PREMATURE RELEASE 

The new 15p definitive, expected on 10th July, has been seen used 
as early as 8th July. 

WHYTE AUCTION 

There was a larger attendance on 26 July, and again prices for 
postcards were sensational, 1916 leaders reaching £9 each and 
some single cards more, notable Countess £23. Anti-Home Rule 
cards £10 each. In the Irish stamps section First-Day covers were in 
demand, examples being 9d Dollard £110, Sd definitive £54, 
Shannon Scheme £ 280, Guiness shareholders' cover with liner 
£13. One of the last lots, in the Revenues section, a ttracted no 
interest and was sold to me well below valuation. No one e lse had 
re<llized that the George III £10 LEGACIES included in the lot is a 
major discovery, not listed by any of the experts! 

RDS 

Big celebrations are planned for the 250th anniversary of the Royal 
Dublin Society next year, but it happens to coincide with the 
centenary of the Society's shows in Ball bridge. They were granted a 
lease on the land in 1879 and immediately began building. The first 
show there was the 1881 Spring Show. 

Meanwhile, with no prior warning, a skeleton cancellation 
reading SHOW R D S BALLSBRlDGE was made up and used on 
mail posted at the P & T Philatelic Stand in the 1980 Horse Show. 
Unlike the earlier post offices at Shows, registration was not 
available. 

PROBLEM PIECE 

~
~o'\ £. l f G't. 

<./') -0 
0 \ .:t:' o-- , ~ 

~ w 
-~EL F~'-J~. 
~ -~· --

Shownare the obverse&: reverse of a token (?) which has turned up 
in a Dublin numismatic shop. The metal is like pewter, the size a 
little more than of a pre-decimal penny, and its thickness much less. 
It might be a canteen token or it might have been used as a tramway 
pass when a telegraph boy used the trams when delivering. These 
are guesses. Does anyone KNOW the purpose? or the date? 
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LITERATURE NOTES 
By J.E. Foley 

Scott Catalog, 1981 edition 
Published on July 15, 1980, the 1981 edition shows a number of 

increases for Irish stamps. The various high value overprints, 
particularly the 10/values, have taken healthy jumps. For example 
(aJJ mint): #14 from $150.00 to $250.00; 38 from $1,200.00 to 
$1,850.00; 58 frim $150.00 to $250.00; 79 from $125.00 to $225.00 
and 79a from $150.00 to $275.00. The rare coil continues to move 
up, now listed at $17,500.00 mint, $3,000.00 used. Many of the early 
and middle issue commemoratives have shown increases both 
mint and used. Editorially there is little change. There appears to be 
a slight deterioration in the quality of the illustrations and the text 
has been re-set using a smaller type face making it a bit difficult to 
read. The comparison started with the 1979 edition is continued 
below, with the addition of the latest Feldman listings (published in 
April, 1980) in the last column. Only values for mint stamps are 
noted, and Scott states their values to be for stamps that have been 
hinged. Where given, comparable values (•) are noted from 
Feldman, i.e. unused, o.g., hinged. 

Scott # 1978 1979 1980 

la 
lOA 
23-35 
36-8 
50a 
61a 
65a 
96-8 
192-3 
256a 
265 
326a 
Cl-7 
]3 

$200.00 $350.00 $450.00 
15.00 22.50 32.50 
40.35 51.10 95.65 

605.00 725.00 1640.00 
115.00 150.00 175.00 

37.50 50.00 75.00 
50.00 100.00 175.00 
62.50 122.50 197.00 

3.00 5.25 5.25 
2.25 5.50 8.00 
4.00 10.00 17.50 
2.75 5.00 8.00 
5.98 11.10 12.15 
8.00 15.00 18.00 

1981 

$550.00 
40.00 

114.90 
2575.00 

250.00 
110.00 
250.00 
197.50 

7.40 
20.00 
27.50 
12.00 
18.50 
22.50 

Feldman• 

$560.00 
40.00 

100.00 
4000.00 

250.00 
110.00 
260.00 
240.00 

7.50 
22.00 
28.00 
15.00 
14.00 
40.00 

lrisli P/iilntely, U.K., Irish Philatelic Circle, Volume 1980, June 1980, 
No. 2. 

Before getting to the contents of this issue, it might be well to note 
the name and address of our sister society's secretary: H.K. 
Jamieson, 3 Cleves Way, Hampton, Middlesex TW12 2PL. United 
Kingdom. Many EPA members also enjoy membership in the !PC. 

C.l.Dulin reports discovery of a new variety, a frame break on the 
February Thom ll/2d similar to that on the lOd and is well 
illustrated. Bill Kane continues his series on Registration labels, 
which contain a number of illustrations taken from photocopies. 
The 1979 Irish stamp and cancellation program is well detailed by 
E. FitzGerald and B. Warren. This has come to be an excellent and 
detailed recapitulation that is published once a year. Fred Dixon 
contributes his "Random Notes." The issue is concluded with a 
brief illustrated article by O.M. Richards on Postage Paid markings. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Your 1980-81 membership dus are now overdue. If you haven't 
paid them, please do so without delay. Due to the high cost 
involved, we cannot carry members who are in arrears and the 
January issue of The Reven/er will not be sent to those who have not 
renewed their membership. Dues should be sent to: Eire Philatelic 
Association, Box 2352, Denver, CO 80201, USA. (The box number 
is incorrectly printed as 2342 on the dues envelopes distributed 
with the July issue, if using that envelope, please correct the 
address. 

IRISH IN ARIZONA 

Thanks to the untiring efforts of Bob Corless, EPA Director, our 
Association will be featured at ARIPEX '81 to be held in Phoenix, 
Arizona on January 16-18, 1981. Bob has scheduled a number of 
events for the EPA and it is expected that there wiU be a good 
representation of lrish exhibits. However, Bob has informed us that 
not too many members have entered. Joe Foley, EPA past president 
will be one of the judges, so we can be assured our efforts will be 
recognized. Let's make an all out effort to support this major Irish 
exhibit. 

Phoenix is a delightful place in January. Why not combine a winter 
vacation with philately and enjoy the sunshine and palm trees? 

A prospectus and further information can be obtained by writing to 
Bob Corless, 1826 West Indianola Ave., Phoenix, Arizona 85015. 

THOMAS EDWIN FIELD AWARD 

Michael P Giffney of Dublin, Ireland is the 1980 recipient of the 
ire Philatelic Association's Thomas Field Award. The late T.E. Field 
of Yorkshire, England for whom this award is named, was one of 
the foremost Irish Philatelists. He did extensive research in the field 
which contributed greatly to its advancement. The award had been 
presented annually to an individual who has also made an 
outstanding contribution to lrish phiJately, in the tradition of T.E. 
Field. 

Giffney was one of the charter members of the Eire Philatelic 
Association and has worked diligently for the past thiJty years to 
promote the Association and Irish Philately among aJJ he has met. 
He was appointed as Regional Representative for Europe in 1951 
and has held the post ever since. He was also the first Honorable 
Secretary of the Dublin Stamp Society, and served with distinction 
form many years. His willingness to assist other collectors by 
supplying information and guidance and his leadership'infostering 
the growth of the Association, aiding in its rise to its present 
prominence in Irish philately, has won Michael P. Giffney the 1980 
Thomas Edwin Field Award. 

The award will be presented to Giffney during STAMPA '80 
October 24-27 in Dublin, Ireland. 

SO-CAL CHAYTER NOTES 

The Southern Californian Chapter of the E.P.A. had a meeting 
in June in conjunction with BECKPEX at Fullerton, California. A 
small, but dedicated group of members attended. They heard John 
Blessington discuss the activities at London '80 and his travels and 
meetings in Ireland afterwards. Those attending brought material 
to be auctioned to defray the expenses of future meetings. A special 
thanks goes to Norman Riggs for his work in arranging this get 
together. 

The Chapter will meet next during SESCAL '80 on Saturday, 
October 18, 1980 froml:OO- 3:00 p.m. The meeting will be held in 
the Oval Room "A", Ambassador Hotel, 3400 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles. 

The program will be a symposium on slide programs being a 
discussion on what programs are needed and how to produce 
them. This meeting may well turn out to be a joint meeting with the 
NOR-CAL Chapter since so many northern members are planning 
to attend. 
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IRISH DIAMONDS By Bill Kane 

No, not the precious stones, so beloved by most women, but 
Irish postmarks commonly known as 'Diamonds' by reason of their 
shape. (See Front Cover) 
Following the withdrawal of the 'Mermaids' in 1814, the Dublin 
Diamond type handstamp was introduced the following year, and 
used as a backstamp. It was in use concurrently with the Octagonal 
type datestamp, which was withdrawn sometime around 1831. The 
Diamond type continued in use until approximately 1846. 

The Diamond type can be found in many sizes, with both single 
and double framelines. The double outline type appeared in 1815, 
and persisted until 1841. Up to 1828 the space above the date was 
blank, then AM or PM appeared there. From 1832 there was 
instead a number (1 to 8) and the letter M for Morning. F for 
Forenoon, A for Afternoon, and E for Evening. During the period 
when the single and double frameline stamps were concurrently in 
use, it is generally believed that the single frame type was used for 
morning duty, and the double frame for evening duty. Various 
codes were used in addition to the date, generally to indicate the 
time of day, or the different offices using the mark. 

Office codes can be found in various combinations with 
numerals 1 to 8, and letters A, C, E, H, K, (in roman capitals) or F (in 
script type). The script type F was probably used in order to 
distinguish it more readily from the roman E. An asterisk (or star) 
was sometimes used, probably to indicate twelve o'clock noon. 

The single line framed Diamond was used occasionally from 
1828, and was normal from 1841. ln 1832 there was a modification 
in the type, the year being given in two figures only, and the day of 
the month. 

As already stated the Diamonds vary in size and shape. I have 
found the following variations: 23mm High to 37mm High and 
Width from 23mm to 37mm. There was a change to the smaller 
sizes in 1832, and the larger types had disappeared by 1838. While 
red was the common colour of ink used, specimenscanbefound in 
black, and blue-black, probably due to oxidation, or use of a wrong 
pad. 

With the introduction of the adhesive postage stamp in 1840, it 
became essential for the Post Office to produce some form of 
obliterator to cancel the new stamps, to prevent reuse of the 
adhesives. Hence the birth of the so called 'Maltese Cross' 
handstamps, which were made up featuring three elements, the 
central diamond, the inner cross, and the outer ::rose 

~~~ 
Dub/111 Corl &lfasl 

Perhaps not intentional, but we still find the diamond as the central 
feature, and since Ireland enjoyed the distinctive Diamond date 
stamps prior to the introduction of the 'Maltese Cross' we would 
like to think the Diamond was representing Ireland in the new 
datestamp. While there was a uniform type in general use, most 
large towns had a distinctive type of Maltese cross handstamp. This 
applied to Ireland as well, black ink was used at first, but was soon 
changed to red. There are a few isolated instances where blue, or 
green ink was used. 

ln 1844 a new type of obliterator was introduced in Ireland, not 
surprising it still retained the Diamond shape. The first type had five 
bars above and below the office number, and five short bars on each 
side of the numeral. At that time there were approximately 450 
offices in Ireland. Starting with Abbeyleix, which was number 1, 
and ranging alphabetically to Youghal. number 450. 

--
414 n§. ... ... G -97 ---- --=== ----

--- • 
The Diamonds varied in size, even though they were of the 

same type. As the years progressed the Diamonds changed, in that 
there were four or six bars at the sides, and the number of bars 
above and below the numeral also changed in number. The mid 
1860's produced a Diamond with thick bars and later still the 
Diamond became taller. 

.. -- • -
;111: ~12= -·--• . -~ .. 

~~23J: --.. 
An !nteresting variety to look for is the Diamond called the 'Belfast 
Split'. The bars above and below the numeral are divided. Usually 
found in black but varying shades of blue and green inks were also 
used. 

.:62_ .. -=6 2-==-- ------= :: 
A rolle r cancellation was used at Dublin during the late 1850's. 

It had a short life, and accordingly items with thismarkingarescarce. 
It is really distinctive in that the two diamonds are joined together 
by the central line at the centre of the side lines of the numeral. 

-- --
Now we come to the obliterators commonly called the Duplex 

type. This is the generally accepted terminology of a combined two 
part cancellation, and datestamp. The numeral portion should 
cancel the adhesive stamp, at least that is what was intended. 

The reason for such~ handstamp is easily understood, when we 
consider that when the numeral diamond was used to cancel the 
adhesive, the postal clerk had to apply the office handstamp to 
show the dale and place of posting. This meant that two hand 
stamps were applied lo each item. With the Duplex, one application 
was only required. The Duplex was introduced in 1855. 
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Dublin had a distinctive duplex, it is known was the 'Dublin 
Spoon' because it was used at the same time that the other offices 
were using the 'Spoon' type duplex handstamps. It is of interest that 
the Dublin Spoon had in all instances a numeral of the same type as 
was in use in England, i.e. the oval bars, which is called the English 
type. Another feature to look for is number of arcs in the Diamond, 
some have three, while others have four. 

186 )) 186))) 

-
There is a mystery surrounding the introduction of the word 'PAID' 
into the Diamond sometime in 1855. There is a theory that this 
handstamp was intended for use on Official correspondence, 
which of course did not carry an adhesive postage stamp. As there 
were eight code numbers known on the 'PAID', the question arises, 
was it necessary to have so many 'PAID' handstamps in the Official 
Section. However, it was not before the word 'PAID' was removed. 
So, look out for the two types. 

186))) 186))) -__... 

While onthe subject of mystery markings, (below) in 1976 a 
hitherto unrecorded marking came to light, this mark must have 
some bearing on the Dublin Spoon. What a pity the final digit of the 
year is not legible. If we knew the year of use, it would have ~ 
established one or other of the following; was the mark a 
forerunner to the Dublin Spoon, or was it a survivor? 

Now arises the question, was there any reason for th e application of 
the 'PAID' handstamp, since printed in the top righthand comer are 
the words "Returned Paid Letter". (see below) The reason no Post 
Town appears in the address on the envelope is that it was a local 
letter. The General Post Office was situated in Sackville Street, 
Dublin, at that time. Hence the address must have been well known 
to the Postal Officials. 

··~· 

Returned Pa;d Lener. ; 

iJwtl 1,.11., OJT.u:e, 
JJuhlili. 

.'-· 

l 

.~ 

.. 

While the Diamond on this cover resembles its counterpart of the 
Dublin Spoon, it lacks one aspect, the arc in the Diamond. Also 
worthy of note is the Code number 5. So far, this number has not 
been recorded as used in the Dublin Spoon with the word 'PAID', 
the same applies to Codes 4 and 6. This raises the question, could 
the Code numbers 4, 5, and 6 have been alloted to the 'PAID' 
Diamond handstamps for official use in the Post Office 
Departments similar to the Dead Letter Office? If so, this could 
account for these missing numbers from the 'PAID' Dublin Spoons. 
The fact that the 'PAID' Diamonds were used on Official envelopes, 
which usually carried the name of the section or department of the 
sender, and in most cases, the word DUBLIN appeared, hence there 
was no need for the numeral '186'. 

Here is a conjecture worthy of some consideration!! To return 
to the Duplex (Type 1) used in Ireland 1855-1857. Approximately 
thirty two offices throughout the country used this type of 
cancellor. The English type numeral (oval bars) was used during 
that period. In 1857, the numeral was changed to the Diamond 
shape, whjch continued in use until 1866, in a few instances, later, 
such as Newry, which is recorded as still in use up to 1870. 

The question relative to the various codes used, may puzzle 
some people. Some offices used the codes as in England at that 
time, A being the first post, B the second, and so on. While other 
offices used M or Mg for Morning, and E or Eg, for Evening, some 
even used A for Afternoon. 

Ballina had an interesting variety, its number was 29, but it had 
one handstamp which was numbered 291. . . well worth watching 
for. Once again Belfast provides us with another variety. The bars 
on the left hand side of the numeral 62, has six bars, while there are 
but five bars on the right hand side. 

~~\.F~s~ ~ ~\..FAs..,.. ~ 
OC17 =52:::. ~DI I -62:_ 
I 857 -::: .:::- I 8 58 -::: :. 

EG- - -. - -...... ~----- - -
Another feature of the Belfast Spoons, is that many of them do not 
have a code letter. 

The above are but a few of the interesting side lines to the rust 
Irish Duplex type handstamps. While the majority of these 
markings are in black, some are in green, particularly the Dublin 
type mark. 
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Here is an extremely rare cancellation, the Dublin Duplex Type 
11, in use from 15th April to 7th August 1857. So far I have only 
seen code 1. The distinguishing features to watch for are the four 
lines which form the left hand s ide of the numeral diamond which 
take the shape of the circle, in other words they line up with the arc 
on the left hand side of the date, there is only a tiny one to the right 
below the above mentioned four lines of the diamond ... o nly seen 
struck in black. 

1858 onwards we find the diamond has resumed its normal shape, 
i.e. the left hand side is pointed, and the arcs of the datestamp are 
equal on each side of the date. The number of bars above and 
below, and at the sides of the numeral are on the four by four basis, 
but 5 x 5 bars can be found. 

A wide variety in the size of the diamonds exists, and form 
around 1862 an important change was the thickening of the bars of 
the diamond. I like to consider this cancellation with the two arcs at 
the side of the date stamp, as Type 111. 

1864. The handstamp was again altered, the most noticeable 
feature was the continuous arc, broken only by a space at the top, 
where the word "DUBLIN" was inserted. 1 call this Type IV. The 
date now appears with the last two digits of the year. The diamond 
has considerably increased in size and th bars are also much 
thicker. The formation of the bars have also changed, to five bars 
above and below the numeral, and four bars at each side. The codes 
have a number followed by a letter. 

Another new type made its appearance in 1865, and continued 
in use until 1871. This is generally known as Type V. The datestamp 
is enclosed in a complete circle. The bars of the Diamond are thin, 
and number seven bars above and below thP n11mPral, and six bars 
on each side. The codes are from 1to 15, and the letters range from 
A to E. 11 also has the abbreviated year date. 

-----
~186= - ------

In 1869 there was the introduction of a Duplex, which I like to 
consider as Type Vl, as it was in use concurrently with Type V. The 
Diamond had thick bars, but of a new formation, four bars above 
and below the numeral, and two bars on each side. This duplex had 
a short life, and to my knowledge was never repeated. I have only 
seen it used in Dublin. .. ... 

.:186: ..... • 
What appears to be a standard type was introduced in 1872, and 

continued in use for many years. A vast number of varieties exist in 
this handstamp. The Diamond consists of four bars above and 
below the numeral and three bars on each side. The bars are thick. It 
is interesting to note the measurements of the numeral '186' in the 
Dublin handstamps. The codes at Dublin range from 1 to 40, and 
the letters A to E, also a variety where the Eis reversed. There is also 
an S ... Could this stand for Sunday?. I like to consider this to be 
Type VU 

• -~ 

NEWSPAPER STAMPS (or cancellations) 

These were in use at Dublin only for the period 1873 to 1901 . It 
seems that this series was used in the newspaper section of the 
G.P.O., Dublin. They are only found cancelling Q.V. 1/2d stamps, 
which was the newspaper rate, at that time. Recorded codes are Nl, 
2, N3, N4, N6, NA4, NA6 .. .I cannot explain the "NA". 

A .. £ ..- ... 
~ 

£186) 'l8Sr -_., -... • 
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Type I Type II 

Diameter of Circle 22mm 20mm 
Height of Diamond 30mm 27mm 
Width of Diamond 22mm 18mm 

Height of Figures '186' 7mm 6mm 
Another very interesting cancellation used at the Newspaper 

Section of the G.P.O. is the '186' Killer. The feature of this hand 
stamp is that there is a break in the centre of the bar directly above 
the numeral '186'. 

This illustration 
is enlarged to 
show the small 
number above 
the numeral '186' 

• ., .. ., .. 
1186~ a..., -" There was always an air of mystery relative to the date of useage 

of these handstamps, until positive proof came to light in 1979. At 
that time a lady in Dublin produced three volumes of the United 
Service Gazette for the years 1876 to 1878. The weekly gazettes 
were all posted at Dublin with Q.V. 1/2d adhesive stamps and all 
cancelled with this Diamond. All the code numbers 1 to 7 appear in 
the volumes. 

LATE FEE (FROM - TO) 

An interesting series of Dublin Diamond late fee markings are 
recorded as used in Dublin during the years 1841 -1852. All with 
the word "FROM" and the different posting times underneath. This 
mark was struck on the reverse of the cover, the types lised below 
are known. 

3.30 to 4.30 P.M. in Black . . ................ . ...... 1843 
5.00 to 3.30 P.M. in Red ........... . ............ 1844-48 
5.00 to 5.45 P.M. in Red-Black ... ....... ........ 1846-47 
5.30 to 5.45 P.M. in Red . . .............. ........ 1844-48 
6.00 to 6.15 P.M.in Red .. . .... .. .................. 1852 
6.00 to 7.00 P.M. in Black-Red .................. 1845-48 
7.00 to 8.00 P.M. in Black .... ........ ..... ........ 1842 
7.30 to 7.45 P.M. in Black ......................... 1847 
8.00 to 8.30 P.M. in Black ...................... 1847-43 

LA TE FEE DUPLEX CAN CELLA TIO NS 

I know of four types of Duplex with the Diamond 
numeral. 

... --
--• 

A. Datestamp diameter 24mm. Numeral 23mm hlgh x 20mm wide. 
'186' 8mm high. Five bars above and below the numeral, four bars 
at the side. 

A --
B. Date stamp diameter 24mm, Numeral 30mm high x 20mm 
wides. '186' 8mm high. Four bars above and below the numeral, 
three bars at the sides. This type had a code number, and the word 
DUBLIN was curved at the top. 

• -

C. Dublin in straight line. No code, Diameter 21mm Numeral 
30mm x 20mm. '186' 8mm high. Four bars above and below the 
numeral, three at the sides. 

D. Datestamp diameter 21 mm, Numeral 24mm high x 18mm wide. 
'186' 6mm high. Three bars above and below the numeral, three at 
the sides. 

TOO LATE DUPLEX (with arcs at the side of the datestamp) 

I illustrate five types, there may be more. All differ in some way, 
attentioni is drawn to the size and styling of the lettering and 
numbers, as well as the measuremenfs of the Diamonds. 
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~B( 
Q XI /1.-
~A<.J 3 I 
0 9~"" o LA"{ 

DUBLIN PILLARS - TOO LA TE 

• ---
---• 

~186~ 
.-. -• 

Two different types are illustrated, one with code and one 
without. The Diamonds differ in size, the 1871 diamond is 30mm 
h x 23mm wide whereas the 1883 diamond is 30mm high x 20mm 
wide. .. -

~186 ~ 

TOO LATE (with full circle datestamp) 

A feature of this Duplex is the two dots dividing the words 
DUBLIN and TOO LA TE. This is not observed in earlier marks. The 
lines of the Diamond are fine, and number seven above and below 
the numeral, with six on each side. . ---= 

--• 

This type of Duplex continued into the 80's but the letters G.P.0 . 
appeared before the word DUBLIN, the dots continued in the 
stamps of the 70's but disappeared in the SO's. The Diamonds all 
had thick lines and varied in size over the years. They also had 
codes. 

POSTED SINCE 

• = its Gr imr ,, 
Two attractive duplex handstamps with small diamonds were 

in use in 1857. They were used on letters posted too late for the 
night mails. It appears that one was reserved for letters posted at the 
G.P.O. and the other "TN. RECR." (Town Receiver) was used on 
letters posted at the town receiving offices, between 5 and 8 PM. It 
is of interest to note the difference in the number of lines which 
make up the diamond. 
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RECENT ISSUES 

. . 
~ : _"""'_.,..,_ . •••••..••..•....•...•..•.••..••.•.••.......••.•.• 

f."lUf\d '"~ f1'>h' J \l~I • : 

NEW ISSUES, FAUNA AND FLORA 1980 
On 30th July the Irish Post Office issued the third set in its series 

depicting the Fauna and Flora of Ireland. The set contained four 
stamps. The stamps were also issued in a miniature sheet. 12p THE 
STOAT, Mustela erminea hibemica. A carnivorous animal 
indigenous to Ireland. lt has a slim elongated body with a reddish 
brown coat, white underpart and has a characteristic tuft of black 
hairs at the tip of the tail . It is smaller and darker than the British 
stoat and is regarded as a separate subspecies. This animal is quite 
widespread in lreland, particularly in southern and eastern 
regions. Its habitat varies from agricultural land, woodland, and 
marsh to high moorland and mountains. It is especially common 
where ditches, hedgerows and stone walls are present in 
agricultural areas. 

15p THE IRISH HARE, Lepus timidus hibernicus. There are two 
species of hare found in Ireland - The Brown Hare (Lepus capensis) 
which confines itself to the lowlands in north west Ireland and the 
Blue Hare or Irish Hare which is indigenous and is found 
throughout the country. The Blue Hare is also found over much of 
Scandinavia and in Scotland. The Irish subspecies is distinguished 
from other sub species by being noticeably smaller and by the 
absence of a white winter coat. It differs from the Brown Hare in its 
stocky build, shorter ears and white tail. Hare are herbivores and 
usually live in the open, in fields or on mountainsides. They do not 
normally burrow but live on the ground surface in couches of grass 
known as "forms" which are ovals of flattened vegetation. Their 
eyesight and speed aid in protecting them from predators. 

16p THE FOX, Vulpes vulpes. A member of the dog (Canidae) 
family has an overall dog-like appearance, with a brownish-red 
coat, and a bushy tail, tipped with white. Other points are a white 
underside (sometimes grey or black) and black markings on the 
ears, feet and muzzle. 

Foxes are very common in Ireland and are found in most types 
of country. As a carnivorous animal the fox can cause much damage 
in the killing of poultry and gam birds. It does, however, play an 
irnp0rtant role in the balance of nature by the large number of pests 
it kills. 

25p THE RED DEER, Cervus elephus. This is the largest of the three 
species of deer found in Ireland. In summer it has a reddish-brown 
coat and its rump is a distinctive cream colour. Its winter coat is 
darker and the hair longer. Red deer are native to Ireland and once 
roamed the country freely. They now exist in a wild state in three 
locations in Ireland - Donegal in the North - West, Wicklow in the 
East and I<illarney in the South - West of the country. 

All four stamps feature original drawings by Wendy Walsh with 
graphics by Peter Wildbur. They were issued on Wednesday 30 
July in a quantity of 3,000,000 (12p), 5,000,000 (15p), 4,000,000 
(16p) 300,000. Printed in sheets of 100 by Lithography at the Irish 
Security Printing, Ltd. Perf 14 x 15. 

NEW ISSUES - IRISH MUSIC AND DANCE 

On 25th September the Irish Post Office issued three new 
postage stamps. These stamps are the first issue in a new series of 
"Ireland" stamps. 

12p features bodhran and whistle players. THE BODHRAN. 
The word bodhran (pronounced boughrawn) derives from ~he 
lrish "bodhar'' which means deaf or dull sounding. The bodhran is 
a circular framedrum,consisting of a wooden hoop or rim about 5" 
deep over which is stretched a cured goatskin affixed to it with 
Brass-headed nails. The bodhran now has a permanent place 
among the instruments played by Irish traditional and folk music 
groups. It may be sounded by the fingers or with a short stick about 
8" long known as a tipper. The bodhran is known as the tambourine 
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in some parts of Ireland. THE WHISTLE is regarded as being the 
most popular of instruments in use among Irish traditional 
musicians. The type most favoured is the cylindrical whistle, 
comprising a metal column and plastic mouthpiece. Like the 
bodhran, the whistle has become popular among the instruments 
used by groups. Song airs and dance music can be rendered with 
equaJ facility and taste on this modest instrument. 

15p featu res a piper playing the uillean pipes. THE UILLEANN 
PIPES. The distinctively Irish form of the bagpipes known as the 
uilleann (elbow) or union pipes developed around the beginning 
of the 18th century. Its distinguishing features are a chanter with a 
range of two octaves, the bellows to inflate the bag and the 
regulators or closed chanters. The drones provide a continuous 
unchanging accompaniment to the character or melody pipe. The 
full set of modern pipes, depicted on the stamp, consist of a bag, 
bellows, and chanter, three drones and three regulators. The 
uilieann pipes currently enjoy an international vogue and are 
played throughout the world. 

25p featu res a traditional Irish dancer in full costume. THE 
DANCER. The form of dancing depicted on the stamp derives from 
the traditional dancing which was a striking feature of the sociaJ life 
in the 18th and 19th century rural Ireland. It is now an art form 
aJmost wholly promoted and directed by schools of dancing and is 
largely oriented towards competitive performances. Pupils usuaJly 
range from about five years of age to late teens. Each school has its 
own distinctive dress or uniform, a characteristic feature of which is 
the embroidery work, usually in patterns based on illuminated 
Celtic manuscripts. 

All three stamps feature original painting by John Dixon with 
graphics by Peter Wildbur. They were issued on Thursday 
September 25th in a quantity of 5,000,000 (12p), 4,000,000 (1Sp), 
1,000,000. printed in sheets of 100 by Lithography at the Irish 
Security Stamp Printing, Ltd. Perf 14 xlS. 

NOR-CAL CHAPTER NOTES 
by Richard Swords 

I haven't placed our NOR-CAL NOTES in the Revealer for quite 
a while, mainly because our meetings have slacked off a bit and I 
was busy preparing my Exhibit for an August show. So I'IJ recap 
some of the highlights of our meetings. 

Our first meeting of the year was held at Philatelic Fiesta a t San 
Jose and was eventful. 10 members were present. After a brief 
business meeting Preston Pope had a "show and tell" of Prisoner of 
War covers.The meeting was adjourned after a mini-auction and a 
general discussion session and trading session. Garvin Lohman 
won the Grand Award in the exhibition with five frames of "Irish 
Postal History." Jim Lawless had a booth at the bourse. He has 
enlarged his stock and has some fine material since acquiring Owl 
Studio. 

Our next meeting was at WESTPEX in April. There were no 
Irish Exhibits.Our meeting was brief. An lrish historical slide show 
was presented. The arrangement of the program and talk was 
interesting and will be concluded at a later meeting. A good time 
was had by all. 

Our meeting at the East Bay Collectors Clubs 35th Annual 
Exhibit was attended by few members. Chapter President Lohman 
was ill and unable to attend. Preston Pope and Richard Swords 
furnihsed the material for the program. Swords won a bronze 
award in the Exhibit. We all wish Garvin Lohman good SLAlNTE 
and speedy recovery. 

To all members of the E.P.A ... . get yourexhibits ready, and 
participate in the ARIPEX '81 show in January. We need to fill 60 
frames reserved for us. 

ARIPEX '81 AWARD 

Pictured above is an authentic WATERFORD Crystal Lamp 
with brass base and top. It is 12" tall, including the white shade. It 
been very graciously donated by the Waterford people to the Eire 
Philatelic Association for presentation at ARIPEX to the Best Irish 
Exhibit. 

"A WATERFORD lamp is a jewel, born in fire, blown by mouth 
and cut wholly by hand, with heart. WATERFORD illuminates such 
renowned places as Westminister Abbey, Dublin Castle and the 
Kennedy Center. It can be the light of your life." 

The E.P.A. wishes to extend our most heartfelt thanks to 
WATERFORD for this very fine gift. It was forwarded to Acting 
President Bill Zellers by their distributor in New York. 

Photo courtesy of Bill and Peg Zellers. 

MORE FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
In this issue of the Revealer, Mike Priestley describes his 

colJection in an article entitled, "An Overprint Collection". Bill 
Zellers promises that he will furnish a write up of his collection for 
the next Revealer, so we're off to a good start. Mike Priestley's idea 
is excellent and should prove both interesting and popular but it 
can only succeed i( it is supported by the members. Sit down and 
write a description of your collection or a facet of your collection, 
what ever it may be, and send it to me. Your write up doesn't have to 
be a full page as Mike's was ... we can print more than one write up 
in an issue. Since this may well grow into a regular feature of the 
Revealer perhaps a title should be found for the feature. I'm open to 
suggestions. All ideas will be given careful consideration and the 
author of the selected title will be acknowledged in the Revealer. 

**************************** 
PARTICIPATE IN THE EPA AUCTION - AS A BUYER AND A 

SELLER 
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AN OVERPRINT COLLECTION 
by MH. Priestley 

I began collecting Irish Overprints about fifteen years ago when 
I decided to concentrate my philatelic effort on one group of stamps 
and to try to build a worthwhile collection of the low value issues. I 
was helped by many experiencedcollectorsand spent many lunch 
breaks in the London philatelic libraries finding out what was 
known about the six issues. Early issues of the Revealer were most 
helpful, and it was not too long before I knew what to look for. A 
description of the collection I have made since then may be of 
interest to other overprint collectors among our Association, and I 
hope in later articles to hear about some of your treasures! 

The collection consists of 180 sheets of the six low value issues, 
most rewritten many times as I have obtained new material or 
information. I use Showguard mounts which I find hold the stamps 
firmly yet still allow them to be taken out if necessary. I write the 
sheets up with a Standardgraph stencil. The sheets themselves are 
kept in rigid transparent exhibition covers open on two sides for air 
circulation. I can look at tht: pdjSt:S aml drrcmge them for exhibition 
without risk to the stamps. 

An early problem was the illustration of overprint varieties, as I 
have absolutely no artistic talent! I did eventually develop a 
technique which has given me good results. Having stuck a 
(damaged) specimen of each of the six issues onto millimeter graph 
paper I extended the millimeter lines accurately over the stamp. 
Then, with a magnifying glass, I carefully copied the overprint 
outline from each millimeter square onto a centimeter square, thus 
enlarging it 100 times until I had a complete enlargement of each 
overprint. Whenever I need an illustration I take a tracing of the 
appropriate letter and lightly copy it onto the page, making 
whatever changes are needed to show the variety. 
DOLLARD ISSUE 

This section begins with a first day cover and a page of Dollard 
proofs which shows the two sizes of type face of the back stamp and 
an interesting copy of the proof stamped "Original Proof Supplied 
by Thom to Dollard 17.2.22". 

Each section includes a mint and used set of the issue. I found 
the used 4d and 9d carmine overprints difficult to find in the 
Dollard, but did so eventually. I was lucky too to obtain complete 
sheets in the Sd value of Plates 2 and 3. These I have mounted back 
to back between sheets of plate glass with plastic in between, and 
from them I was able to make a detailed study of the Dollard stereo 
plate £laws. In fact, these sheets started me on a general study of the 
plate layout of all six issues. The Dollard issue is particularly rich in 
type flaw varieties. I collect only those described by Meridith in his 
book, ''The Postage Stamps of Ireland", and for display purposes 
like to show at least two of each type £law to prove that they are 
recurrent. The six sheets of Dollard varieties are the result of 
inspecting many thousands of stamps from dealers' stock. A non
Meredith variety is the " ten cuts on the frame line" on the 4d. 

Control blocks are a feature of my collection. [ use them to 
illustrate different aspects - plate spacing, recurrent £laws and 
jubilee line markings as well as control numbers. l decided not to 
collect controls except in blocks, and not to fill pages with many 
copies of the same stamp. 
THOM 5 LINE NARROW SETTING 

Ol'le of my first studies was of the R/S and R/Se variety. I was 
particularly pleased to obtain a well duplicated set of positional 
blocks and strips of this variety and from them was able to assemble 
a display to illustrate every s heet and plate position in which they 
appear. It has formed the basis of a number of prize-winning 
entries, though I remember one judge who said the pages looked 
like the Battle of Hastings as there were so many arrows! Cutting off 
the arrows' tails improved the entry. The set includes a strip of the 

broken perforation variety, and Plate 2 blocks with the same R/Se 
flaws but two diffe rent sets of recurrent type flaws. 

A spectacular exhibit is two sheets of the 2d Die 2 divided into 
quarters. By mounting the four pages correctly on a display stand, 
the complete sheet can be shown. One sheet is of Plate 1 and shows 
the recurrence of stereo flaws between the top and bottom panes. 
The other is Plate 2 with the characteristic R/Se flaws on lines 12 
and 17, but no recurrence between the panes. Finding examples of 
control blocks to illustrate all ten plates of the ld value (control 
number on the right) and the other va\ues (control number on the 
left) is difficult. My set is almost complete and includes a block of 5 x 
6 of Plate 5 in the ld value and a complete Row 20 from Plate 7. 

Among the s heets of Meredith varieties in this issue are some 
interesting ones which occur in different sheet positions on 
different plates, such as the split "s" in Rialtas, which gives a clue to 
the complicated stereo layout of Plates 2-10. 
HARRISON 5 LINE COIL ISSUE 

This issue has been my particular favorite because it was while 
studying it that 1 made my first original discovery, the 3 x 10 stereo 
layout uf tht: sheets before they were divided into coils. The 27 
sheets of this display have won many awa~.,• :. After showing that 
there are recurrent flaws on every third stamp horizontally and 
every tenth stamp vertically I build up a complete stereo by cross 
referencing recurrent flaws on horizontal and vertical strips. The 
display ends with strips of each of ten horizontal lines of the stereo, 
except, unfortunately, for line 2 which still eludes me. Much of the 
mate rial came from an auction lot which was good value even 
though [had to pay nearly three times the estimated value to get it. 
Apart from many strips in all values it included a number of coil 
ends and headers. 
THOM 5 LINE WIDE SETTING 

This is a disappointing issue for me because the two plates do 
not seem to have any recognisable stereo layout. I have examined 
complete sheets without findfag any flaw pattern. My display is 
limited to showing the controls and plates. 
THOM 3 LINE ISSUE 

This issue includes the well known and expensive inserted and 
missing accent varieties, of which [ could only afford one example. 
However, I have been able to form an award winning display of the 
five plates after discovering the unusal 10 x 6 stereo layout in Plates 
3, 4 and 5. I have a lower pane of Plate 4 which shows the stereo 
layout clearly. 

Among the varieties of this issue are some good examples of the 
S over E variety, one or two sold as normal by dealers, and an 
example of the PENCF corrected from Mr. Meredith himself. 
HARRISON 3 LINE COILS 

I have a horizontal strip showing two examples of the long 1 
variety six stamps apart, and am still looking for a vertical strip with 
two of the same flaw, five stamps apart to display the 6 x 5 stereo. 
However, thanks to help from Dr. Cyril Dulin, I have tworpairs of 
vertical strips with similar flaws which he has positioned for me in 
the overprint plate. Varieties apart from the long 1 are hard to find; I 
have found only two pairs of"st" in Saorstat damaged and one with 
the wavy line over " rs". 

POST AL HISTORY 
My overprint covers are classified by the various types of hand 

and machine cancellations they show, which includes the earliest 
Krag cancellation in Monaghan known to Dr. de Burca, the expert 
on Irish cancellations. Among the cancellations I have a "NO 
FLIGHT", TOO LATE, and triangulars, all on overprint covers. The 
collection ends with two pages of perfins on overprints. 

Although [ have concentrated on such a limited field there are 
still many low value overprints l do not have. On every visit to a 
dealer I hope to find the unrecognized QNE or ONF Shilling ... But 
don't we all!! 
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THE FIRST IRISH MINIATURE SHEET 
by John Lennon 

On the SOth Anniversary of the first definitive Irish postage stamp 
the Post Office issued a special commemorative stamp. The 6p stamps 
depicted that first stamp, the familiar 2d green with a map of Ireland. 
Besides issuing it in the usual sheets of 100, it was also issued in 
miniature sheets of 4 with an inscription at the fool 

As part of their exceUent display at "STAMPA '72" the Revenue 
Stamping Branch, who printed the stamps, showed the complete 
cylinder sheet from which the miniature sheets were cut. Without this 
it would not have been possible to see how the miniatures were 
printed or to identify them. 
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The miniature sheets were printed in cylinder sheets of fourteen 
arranged in two rows of seven. the bottom row being inverted. The 
layout is shown in Fig. 1. During "ST AMPA'72" I studied the fourteen 
miniature sheets for individual characteristics and succeeded in 
identifying each one's position on the cylinder sheet 

The first problem was to decide which was the top row as the 
cylinder sheet looked just the same if turned upside-down. The 
answer was found in the inscription at the foot of each sheet. In one 
row the printing of the 'P' and '1' was weaker than the rest and in the 
other the 'S' and '2' were weaker. So I've called the row with the weak 
'1' "Row 1" and that with the weak '2' "Row 2". With Row 1 on top I've 
labelled the sheets 'a' to 'g, as shown in Fig. 1. Within each miniature 
sheet the four stamps are identified by their position, i.e. "T.L" top left; 
"T.R" top right; "B.L" bottom left; "B.R" bottom right. 

I wiU now list the fourteen sheets and the characteristics by which 
they can be identified. These are illustrated in Fig. 2. 

ROWl 
la There is a white line through '6 and also a 

tiny green dot outside, and near the right 
comer of the 2nd stamp. (Both B.R) 

lb A small ' moon' appears above the first 'F' 
(T.L). Half-way up the right of the 2d 
stamp there is a green dot (B.L.) 

le Between, and slightly above, the 'E' and '6' 
there is a moon (T.L) 

ld In the inscription at the foot a white dot is 
just visible near the top of the 'l' of1972. 

le A small 'moon' is visible just above '6' 
(B.L) and thefirst'E' (B.R) thereisa white 
dot below the centre stroke. 

1f Th.e top bar of the first 'E' (T.L.) is faint and 
there is a tiny green dot above the '1972' 
(B.L). 

lg A small white dot is in the left pillar of the 
2d stamp (T.L.). See the illustration for its 
position. 

2b.;...:-~~~~~~itir2a 

Row 

ROW2 

2a There is a small retouch behind the 'R' on 
the 2d stamp and also a dark spot on the 
crossbar of the 'R' (Both B.L). 

2b This sheet has a large retouch inside the first 
'e' oi: the 2d stamps (T.R) and a green 
smudge near the top of the pillar (B.R) 

2c A dark spot below left of '1922' (B.L) is 
easily visible. 

2d There is a smaU green dot under '1922' 
(B.L). 

2e In the 2d stamp (B.R) the 'P' is faint and has 
a light stroke on it. 

2f In the margin above the top right stamp 
there is a grey blue smudge. 

2g In the margin above the top right stamp 
there is a grey blue smudge. 

The end 

lb 



FALL 1980 T HE REVEALER Page 31 

A COVER WITH A PEDIGREE 
/Jy Jolin Blessington 

Pictured above is what appears to be a nice clean registered 
cover from Ireland to Australia, marred, however, by the remaining 
portion of a label and having a hole through it. When I acquired 
the cover I figured that the label remnants could be removed and 
the hole made less obvious. First, though, I decided to take it along 
to a meeting of the Philatelic Scoiety of Los Angeles to show it to 
some "down under" collectors. 

It wasn't until I showed it to the noted Tasmanian specialist, 
Gene Tinsley, F.R.P.S.L, that I learned anything - his immediate 
response being "AHA, a Tattersall cover!" To this, of course, I 
answered, "What's a Tattersall cover?" I'll repeat the story as told 
me by Gene for the enlightenment of our readers. 

"Tattersall" was a scheme very similar to today's Irish 
Swepstake with one major difference, it was run for the profit of the 
owners. The official name was "Tattersall's Monster Cash Prize 
Consultation" and was advertised as. . . "the only genuine 
Consultation in Australia ... drawn under special supervision of the 
Government and in·thepresenceof the Public and Members of the 
Press." They were far more active than their Irish counterpart 
though, for example, from June 1898 to March 1899 they ran 
"Consultations" on twenty two different races ... a pretty good 
sized operation. 

Tattersall was run by mail. Tickets were sent out to agents 
throughout Australia, in fact, throughout the world, for sale. The 
tickets warned: "Be sure &: Register your letter, take care of your 
receipt till you receive your reply &: when practicable remit by 
POST OFFICE ORDER. as we prefer them to POST AL NOTES." 
The address was given as "Tattersall" care Geo. Adams, Hobart, 
Tasmania. Whether or not Geo. Adams was the owner is not 
known. It is known that other names have been seen on covers. 

Figure 1 shows the name of a Mr. J. Romatl:hes. 
From what can be determined, the handling procedure must 

have been standardized. Incoming mail was opened, the money 
removed and a gray label was attached which contained record 
keeping information. The cover was then spindled. The covers 
were kept as permanent recorts. 

Sometime in the 1950's a collector stumbled on this huge cache 
of covers and arrangements were made to purchase them. Just how 
the covers were dispersed throughout the philatelic world is not 
known but they were dispersed widely for they still show up, from 
time to time, in dealers' stocks. 

The name "Tattersall" is of considerable interest for it has long 
been associated with horses and betting. In 1766 a Richard 
Tattersall, groom to the Duke of Kingston, established a market for 
riding and carriage horses at Hyde Park Corner, later at 
Knightsbridge Green, in London. Auctions of horses were held 
there every Monday throughout the year and every Thursday in 
the 'spring. It had acquired greater celebrity as the headquarters of 
betting men. In 1858, in Sydney, Australia, a Tattersall's Club was 
founded by a small group of sportsmen. In 1929, the present club 
house was built and among the amenities is a ... "Public Settling 
Room where the public may settle accounts with the licensed 
bookmaking members after each Race day." 

I doubt now that I'll attempt to improve the appearance of my 
cover for that label remnant and spindle hole make my cover more 
desirable to me, for it is truly, ... a cover with a pedigree . 

.. 
POSTAL STATIONERY CATALOG 

E.P.A. members, Mel and Pat Feiner, Classic Philatelies, are the 
publishers of theHiggins &: Gage World Postal Stationery Catalog. 
They are in the process of updating the catalog and need inputs of 
typographical or descriptive errors in the existing text of the 
various countries. Also, even more important, they need 
information on what has been issued world wide since the publish 
dates of the existing H & G sections. 

The E.P.A. furnished the listing for Ireland which is currently in 
the catalog. We worked with the late Ed Fladung in preparing the 
listing and we will work with the Feiners when they start work on 
Ireland. 

Members who can contribute any of the information requested 
are urged to do so by writing directly to Classic Philatelies, P.O. Box 
5637, Huntington Beach, CA 92646. 
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Letters to the 
Im 

Editor 
, .. ,...., . .................. , ........ ..,,.._ 
....... ~-··-· 

Re. Sc 153 2d CARDINAL NEWMAN 

25th September,1980 

Dear Mr. Blessington, 

We have had correspondence occasionally and I now forward 
to you a letter which I have received that either you or your 
members may be able to answer or that you may find of interest. 

Although I am not a collector of Eire, I wonder if the stamp is as 
common with watermark inverted as upright? At all events I am 
sure you or one of your colleagues will be able to help Dr. Hurley. 

The Editor, "The Philatelist" 

Dear Sir: 

Peter Collins, Editor 
The Philatelist 

2 September 1980 

Re: S.G. 160 WITH INVERTED WATERMARK (2d CARDINAL 
NEWMAN) 

I purchased this stamp in 1968 from Erin Stamp Service in 
Ballingeary, Co Cork. At that time the sellers told me that only three 
known copies existed and that they had them all. One copy had 
gone to David Feldman for st'udy and I was offered a creased copy 
which I returned; subsequently I obtained the third copy which I 
still have. 

The passagt> of years has not brought it into any well-known 
catalogue such as Gibbons or Feldman. 

Recently I sent it to Mr. Aggesberg at Stanley Gibbons who will 
be listing it in a future copy of the "Elizabethan" catalogue. 

1t appears that this stamp is exceedingly rare, although at least 
one sheet must have been printed. 

I should be glad to hear from any philatelist who can shed light 
on it. 

Editors Note: 

Dr. M.G.D. Hurly 
4 Paramu Avenue, 

Birkdale, 
Auckland 10. New Zealand 

Feldman, of course, does list this variety and has since at least 
1978. It may be that his yearly catalogues don't get out to New 
Zealand. Although it is listed, it is not priced. This would seem to 
indicate that none has changed hands recently enough for the 
Editor of Feldman's to establish a price. It would be interesting to 
learn just how many copies exist. Any one with information is 
invited to write directly to Dr. Hurly at the address above. The 
Editor would appreciate a copy of any such correspondence so that 
the members may be informed of further findings. 

STAMP PROGRAM 1981 

The Irish Post Office has announced the subjects for nine 
special issues of postage stamps to be released in 1981. They plan to 
honor the 50th Aniversary of An Oige (Irish Youth Hostelry), 
Europea, 250th Anniversary of the Royal Dublin Society, Irish 
Science and Technology, Fauna and Flora, 150th Anniversary of 
the birth of Jeremiah O'Donovan Rossa (a Fenian leader), Irish Art, 
Centenary of the "Land Law (Ireland) Act 1881", and Christmas. 
The dates of issue will be announced at a later date. No mention is 
made of what the program may be as to the issue of definitive 
stamps either in the existing series or a new series. 

.. -
1980 ADDITION? 

As of the date of writing this, October 1st, there are two more 
issues scheduled for this year. October 23rd will see the release of 
12p stamp for the Centenary of the birth of Sean O'Casey and a25p 
Contemporary Irish Art stamp. The 12p, 15p, and 25p set for 
Christmas is scheduled for release on November 13th. 

Fine Gael has requested that a stamp be issued to 
commemorate the Centenary of the birth of W.T. Cosgrave who 
was born on June 6th, 1880. If there is to be such a set it would have 
to be issued this year to be in the Centenary year ... perhaps in 
December? 

William T. Cosgrove is well deserving of commemoration 
having served his fellow Irishmen well over the years, from 
participation in the 1916 Uprising to become Head of State. He 
retired from politics in 1944 "and died in 1965. 

PERFIN IDENTIFIED 
"' .. 

E: .. ·r 
:··. .. ... 

ln her Catalogue of Irish Perfins (Revealer, April 1979) Norah 
K. Wright listed the above Perfin but without identification. Jim 
Lawless reports that he has found it on cover with the comer card, 
"Brown Thomas & Co., Ltd., Dublin." 
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