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President's Message 
Fall/87 

The end of my term has come, and serving as President 
of the E.P.A. for the past two years has been quite an 
experience. 

As time went on, it had it's ups and downs. With any 
association or business, just as things start to go smoothly, 
along comes a large tidal wave washing ashore many 
headaches. 

During the two years, I have learned a lot. From the 
administration and organization procedures of the E.P.A. 
through to communicating with members on their collect
ing interests and their wishes. 

As many of you know, I have travelled a lot and attended 
many exhibits as your President. Two international exhi
bitions, two APS conventions, WESTPEX and STAMPA in 
Ireland. Through these events, you have all been fantastic, 
you have welcomed me and my wife Ester with open arms. 
When arrangements had to be made for us nobody said 
no, but you went beyond our expectations. Through all 
your kindness, we look forward to seeing many of you at 
the SESCAL show later this year in Los Angeles and in the 
future, the APS show in Detroit next year and hopefully in 
the near future we'll be able to meet a great many of you 
at London 1990. 

Being able to meet the members of the Board of Direc
tors was a great accomplishment. Through this period I 
have met all but one, Editor, Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. and I think 
some day in the future we'll be able to meet. 

I was fortunate enough to meet a great many of the 
members of the staff and the effort which they put in, 
was superb. If it wasn't for these people, there wouldn't be 
an E.P.A. Many a time I had to stick up for staff members 
as others thought things weren't getting done the way they 
should have been. But, you have to appreciate people who 
give up time for others and push their own projects to the 
side for a while. I have realized one thing, "those that com
plain the most and those that do not appreciate the work 
done by others, never volunteer for anything themselves". 
Some of you have been patient and some impatient, and 
I appreciate one and all for their input. 

There were a few staff changes during this time. Vice
President, Director, Auction Manager and Editor. When
ever I had approached someone to fill a vacancy, I was 
delighted with the response. which I had received. 

As you have read by now, I have appreciated the efforts 
done by our members and I have thanked a great many 
people. But, there a few, great, great ones which never get 
mentioned and are always forgotten and taken for granted. 
They are the families and spouses of our hard-working 
members. 

Where would we be if it wasn't for their understanding 
and willingness which they allow our members to continue 
with the E.P.A. work which they had agreed to undertake? 
I have met many of the wives, husbands and children and 
I'm amazed at the co-operation and understanding they 
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have for the E.P.A. Many of them have no interest in phi
lately whatsoever and cannot understand how we can get 
excited about small pieces of paper with pictures on them 
or a pile of old letters in which the hand writing is il legible 
to read. These are the people who deserve a great big 
thank you. They have that tendency to give you that funny 
look out of the corner of their eye when we say "not tonight 
dear, I have do get this done for the E.P.A.". The kids get 
cranky and abusive when you slave over the desk and 
deprive them of their day at the beach or the picnic. When 
a philatelic event is on and you take off for the week-end, 
you leave the better half to fend for themselves at the 
supermarket and all the kids in the neighbourhood con
verge on your place. Yes, we put up with a lot. But, stop 
and think, "could we put up with, what they put up with?". 

So to the members of the E.P.A., thank you for allowing 
me to serve you as your President and putting up with me. 

To the staff and members of the Board of Directors, 
thank you for your time and services. 

To the FAMILIES of our staff and members of the Board, 
for your patience, understanding, consideration a.nd 
co-operation, I would like to say a great big 

"THANK YOU!"· 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
NEW MEMBERS: 

New members are accepted subject to no 
objections received with 45 days after publica
tion. 

#2138 

#2139 

#2140 

#2141 

#2142 

#2143 

#2144 

#2145 

#2146 

#1853 

#1255 
#1938 
#794 

Peter J. McGuire, 749 S. Kenner Ave., 
Lebanon, PA 17042 
Larry A. Cambel l, Box 2292, APO 
New York 09238 
Dr. Paddy J. Lineen, Achil l Sound, 
Achil l Island, Co. Mayo, Ireland 
Tom Powell , 357 Lake St., Grimsby, 
Ontario, Canada L3M 129 
Larry A. Evans, 2460 Burnett St., 
Brooklyn, NY, 11229 
Edward A. Nixon, 51 McBain Ave., 
Tronto, Ontario, Canada M4P 2S6 
Stephen J. Andrews, USS Texas
CGN-39, FPO San Francisco, CA 96679 , 
Cartha L. O Maonaigh, 28 Green Fort 
Estate, Cairns Rd, Co Sligo, Ire land 
Lawrence Si lverman, 277 Spruce Ct, 
Boulder, CO 80302 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
D. T. Flynn, 1st Anheuser-Busch Intl 
One Busch Pl, St. Louis, MO 63118 ' 

REINSTATEMENTS: 
Michael Casserly 
Jimmie Byrd 
J. E. Mclaughlin 

#1294 Dana Noonan 
#578 Richard J. O'Brian 

DECEASED: 
#1229 Isobel Mary Hunt 
#522 Edward T. Sul l ivan 

RESIGNATIONS: 
#1824 Robert E. Tortolani 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS: 
Membership as of 31 May 1987 816 

New Members 9 
Reinstatements 5 
Decreased 2 
Resignations 1 

Membership as of 31 Aug 1987 827 

An Interesting 1925 Letter 
by James T. Howley 

Students of Postal History sometimes find 
the contents of an o ld cover more interesting 
than the cover itsel f. I recently acquired an item 
of this kind. 

It is a letter from Cork to Dublin. The ad
dressee is Perkins & Heath, Bank Note 
Engravers, Fleet St., London. This f irm , subse
quently Perkins, Bacon & Co., were printers of 
the first adhesive postage stamps - the 'Penny 
Black' and accompanying 2d Blue. 

On the reverse is the inscription:"Cork/K
ing & Ridings/12th. Sept 1825". On the back 
flap are a Dublin transit mark, double-lined dia
mond in red , enclosing "15 SE 15/1825, and a 
London receiving mark 23 mm. circle, in red, 
enc losing "A/17 SE 17/1825". On the front are a 
nice Cork/124 mi leage mark in red; a 
manuscript "11" in black (which represents 
postage to Dublin) crossed out, and "2/2" 
(represent ing the total charge, Cork to London 
via Dublin) written in at Dubl in. 

The letter is written in an extremely cursive 
script, very difficult to read. As far as can be 
determined, it goes as fo llows: 

"Gentlemen, we received the proof for the 
201 - note on Saturday(•) but too late to submit 
it to Miss Les lie." 

" The only thing that appears doubtful is 
the denominat ion in the circ le - white on a 
Black ground - and which you are aware cannot 
be introduced; - it may be a light colour ground, 
or shaded letters, but in its present form, will 
undoubtedly be an object of remark to the Bank 
of Ire land - in the future impressions, the white 
letters must be shaded. We enclosed 



Page 24 The Revealer Fall 1987 

by . . . ? .. . our sketch of a L50 plate. We are in 
doubt whether the arms can be introduced in 
place of the Beehive in the vignette· if adopted, 
your draftsman will of course deprive it of its 
present stiffness by shading the escutcheon 
and let it appear carelessly resting on the 
flowers. Yours,. .. ? ... King & Ridings, Cork 
Sept. 12/25." 

"As our stock of Book labels is nearly ex· 
hausted we shall thank you to get the usual 
quantity (20,000) struck off with the least delay 
possible, changing the title of our fi rm as above 
and making some alterations in the character 
of the letters, such as your judgement would 
dictate. K. & R." 

The contents refer to the printing of what 
can only be LOCAL banknotes; i.e. notes issued 
by a smallish bank in a particular (limited) area, 
but guaranteed by the Bank of Ireland. 
(*)This would be Saturday, 10 September 1825. 

LOVE FDC 

RANDOM 
NOTES 

by F.E. Dixon 

The continued success of St. Brigid 's Col· 
lege, Callan is very remarkable. Last year the 
envelope design for the Love stamps was by 
the art teacher there, Clodagh Holohan. At 
STAMPA '86 Cherie Deed, one of her pupils, 
became "Young Philatelist of the Year", and 
the 1987 28p Love Stamp is designed by 
another pupil, Brigid Teehan. Callan was 
allocated a special day of issue cancellation 
and Ms. Holohan produced a special envelope 
in an edition of 1000. Some of these have been 
signed by the artist and might prove a good in· 
vestment. 
REVIEW 

Dr. J.T. Whitney's 'COLLECT BRITISH 
POSTMARKS' has a new (4th) edition, with 
many revisions and price changes. New 
features of interest to Irish col lectors inc lude 
Irish 'spoon' cancellations and a comprehen· 
sive list of RSO's. The postal rates have been 
corrected and most of my suggested revisions 
are incorporated. The exception is the illust ra· 
tion of the Mull ingar cross, which is still wrong. 
PREPAID IN CASH 

About 1954, Limerick introduced square 
name and date die for the machine marking on 
bulk postings prepaid in cash, with PAID at the 
bottom of the square. After about 10 years this 

was replaced by the more usual ci rcu lar die, 
with loCTHA in the wavy lines. In January 1987 
the square die has reappeared with seven 
coutinuous wavy lines. 
ST PATRICK'S DAY POSTCARDS 

Although good value at 30p, six designs 
are too many and the designs are feeble. I par· 
ticularly dislike the child-like depiction of St. 
Patrick. The conventional bearded face is more 
reasonable. 
29th FEB 

Cancelling machine operators sometimes 
slip at the end of the month. This year on 1 
March, the Kilrush machine had the day as 29th 
11. 
FAI 

I enjoyed a pleasant weekend at Bergisch 
Gladbach near Cologne as the guest of our 
friends in the FAI. Dr. Dulin was also there 
displaying his material of the transitional 
period. I gave a talk and slide show on Irish 
Postal History. Three publications were launch· 
ed during the meeting; a new and much expand· 
ed version of Otto Jung's Postal Stationary 
Handbook; my own account of Irish Postal 
Rates before 1840; and , a Festschift , 
celebrating 5 years of the FAI with excellent 
short papers on a wide range of topics. All are 
well illustrated and the text in both German and 
English. The Festschift is a particularly good 
value at l2.00 including postage from Manfred 
Schollmayer, Golfplatzstrasse 16, 5060 
Bergisch Gladbach 1, West Germany. 
LABEL 

Tony Finn reports a black & pink label 
advertising the 21st national catering Exhibi
tion on the premises of the Royal Dublin Socie
ty, 6th to 9th April 1987. 
NATIONAL LOTTERY 

The initial sales of tickets have exceeded 
the organisers expectations, but there are 
many critics, apart from those of us who 
believe that such gambling can be as addictive 
as alcohol or drugs. School children have been 
reported buying tickets with their luncheon 
money. A significant number of tickets bear 
three stars and qualify the holder to a draw for 
the big prizes, but such tickets have to be 
posted to the headquarters, adding to AN 
POST's profits. Other lottery promoters com· 
plain because they are coll ecting less and in· 
sist that they should receive a share of the pro· 
fits of the lottery. We still hope that some of the 
profits can be allocated to the long promised 
Postal Museum. 
SLOGAN 

On 1 April, a slogan advertising the lottery 
was introduced with the invitation COME PLAY 
YOUR BIG DREAM. 

(Continued on pg. 26) 



e p ~ election !Results 

Office Name 
President Peter Bugg 
VP, Europe Anthony Finn 
VP, N. Amer. Frank McGuire 
Directors George lthell 

Richard McBride 
Preston Pope 
Frank Holtzmuller 
Jim Lavelle 
William Mccaw 

Votes 
112 
110 
107 

82 
79 
78 
71 
70 
67 

The above elected officers have been certified to the 
President by J. T. Howley, EPA #558 and Brian Warren, EPA 
#1257, and are confirmed in their office as of the end of 
September 1987. Three ballots were invalidated. 

Belina Kemper 57 
John McLaughlin 46 
Kenneth Grant 43 
Carl Mickelson 40 
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RAN DOM NOTES: 

AUCTION 
The Mac Donnell-Whyte sale on 30 May had 

a new venue In Buswell 's Hotel , a comfortable 
room with a bar adjoining. Probably because of 
the Bank holiday weekend, the attendance was 
poor but there were periods of. vigorous. bid· 
ding, especially for the airmail and railway 
items and Postal Stationary. 
TOURIST PROPAGANDA 

The tree label and prepaid postcard of 3rd 
June was a good idea but the card ~s feeb~e 
with its many shades of green; the white sky 1s 
typical of the persistent rain which few tourists 
find attractive. The clumsy lettering of the label 
is used also in a slogan cancellation introduc
ed on 1 June. 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY CACHETS 

The REVEALER dated Summer 1986 in
c ludes a list of special covers with 17th March 
cancellations, including.some of the highly ob
jectional emanat ions from the Franklin Mint .... To 
these can be added 1972 CIL MHANTAIN 
(Wicklow), 1973 TEAMHAIR BREAGH (Tara), 
and 1975 CATHAIR NA MART (Westport). 

DISCOVER IRELAND LABELS 
Very few people are using the free labels 

and the post offices are delighted to get rid of a 
whole sheet to anyone interested. The labels 

are in sheets of 75 (5 x 15), rouletted but with 
plain margins, and there are many minor print
ing flaws, each persisting through one batch 
but not present in other batches. 
NEW MAGAZINE 

The Irish Antiques and Collectors 
Magazine had its No. 1 dated June-July 1987. 
Its varied contents include an excellent and 
well illustrated article by Ian Whyte on ' Invest· 
ment in Stamps', as well as a li st of some 
realizations at the MacDonnell·Whyte May auc
tion. Good value at L 1.5o·. 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

A new aerogram appeared on 8th July, dif· 
fering mainly in the opacity of the paper. There 
had been complaints that the writing was legi· 
ble through the previous batch. The 'Keep in 
Touch' postcards, originally promised last year 
were on sale 13th July, prepaid, in packs of 15 
for L3.50, 50 for L11 and 100 for l20. The 
message side is as with the give-aways of May 
but the address side has no GPO and six lines 
for the address. 
POST OFFICE CLOSURES 

Rumour suggests that as many as 500 of 
the small offices are doomed to extinction very 

soon. Rev. Davey reports that Clifferna, Co. 
Cavan, (CLIATH FEARNA CABHAN) closed on 
30 June 1987. 
THE BLIND MAN 

A. C. Booth-Jones has an informative and 
entertaining article in Postal History No. 242 on 
some Dead Letters, with details of the Irish 
system of the 1820's, with mention of Dublin 
'Clerk of Blind Directions'. 
OFFICIAL MAIL 
, An Oireachtas envelope with the harp and 
IOCTHA GO h·OFIGIUIL in green was used In 
June without incurring postage due. And, also 
in June, the Dublin Official Paid datestampNo. 
3 was used in black to cancel a stamp missed 
by the machine. 
IRISH OPEN GOLF 

My thanks to the anonymous sender of a 
cover with the special one-day cancellation 
from the Pro·Am competition at Portmarnock 
on 1st July, preceding the major tournament. It 
differs from those I have seen from earlier years 
in using the English form of the name of Port· 
marnock. However, the Irish version was used 
for the cancellation on the four days of the 
main competition. 
IRISH PEOPLE ON STAMPS 

The July-August edition of CARA, the Aer 
Lingus inflight magazine has a comprehensive 
article by Jim O'Byrne on stamps of other coun· 
tries depicting Irish men and women· including 
some new to me, such as Anne Bonney, a 
piratress (Grenada 25 cents, 1970). 

BAD TEETH! 
In Oct . 1977, Charles Topjian submitted a 

copy of Scott 87 used with serrated perfora· 
tions which he speculates came from a vending 
machine with bad teeth. 

-

The photo of the item, Scott 225 DF#D33, 
shows unusual serrated tears both top and bot
tom. Also the right side perforations are 
uniformly blunted as usually found on make up 
coil rolls. As shown, the stamp has similar 
characteristics as Charlie's coil. This item is 
available for anyone interested in further study. 
Write Ralph Chaiet, 7843 Creekbend, Houston, 
TX 77071 . 
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Irish Postal Stationery 

Reprinted here with permission of FAI and the 
author. 

4. Letter cards: They are on thin buff, 
cream of whitish card board, perforated or 
roulette, gummed on the front or back flap. 

5. Newspaper wrappers: Made of a wrap
ping paper, they have never been popular, the 
early ones were mainly used by one company, 
the later years being much rarer in used condi
tion. 

6. Telegramme Forms: Items of extreme 
rarity, which have as yet not been completely 
researched. Some of the forms have not been 
seen at auction for the past 20 years. Two types 
of forms exist, one used at post offices, and the 
other at the Stock Exchange. 
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7. Redirection cards: These are of recent 
issue, for the purpose of announcing a change 
of address. 

8. Reply cards: There are no official reply 
cards, but there is a Business Reply service 
card used by companies, and business houses 
sent to customers who do not have to pa; 
postage when they reply. 

by Otto Jung 

PART 2 
(Part 1 appeared in Summer 87 REVEALER) 
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Builders' Providers. 

DUBLIN. c.a. 

9. Airletters: The first Irish airletter was 
issued in 1985, but airletter forms, which are 
now considered as forerunners, were available 
at all post offices since 1945. They bore no 
stamp, and were given free upon the purchase 
of the adhesive stamps equivalent to the then 
airmail rate. These forms have been catalogued 
and collected in Ireland, the early ones are dif
ficult to find in fine used condition, because 
they were sent overseas, and mostly found 
their way into the waste paper basket, because 
of lack of interest. 
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10. Registered envelopes: These items by 
far exceed all other sections of postal sta
tionery. They are of interest to collectors 
because even today they can provide new 
discoveries in research of the paper or the 
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stamps, but mostly in the texts on the front and 
reverse of the envelopes. The stamp covers the 
inland rate of weight and registration fee, thus 
they are similar to the German 
"Einschreibebriefe"; by affixing additional 
adhesive stamps you can uprate and make 
them the German "Wertbriefe". 
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11. Private postal stationery: This is a near
ly unexplored field of study, no catalogue ex
ists, collectors are very keen on the rarely of
fered items at auction. Lots are sold despite the 
fact that few have any clear ideas regarding the 
values. In the early years of Irish postal sta
tionery, mainly envelopes, some of them win
dow envelopes, were used by companies. Few 
postcards of this period are found, some being 
reply postcards. In the sixties, cards and 
envelopes became philatelically influenced. 
The Irish Post Office is to be congratulated in 
having stopped this nonsense, in that anybody 
could artificially make rarities by ordering 
special printings, such as a print of only 50 
items, which sold at tremendous prices. 

Olfici.al ,, •• ,11; lrd r 9 "''•th .aJJiounal pun• o! •p 

~,fl'f-r .. 11>Mi17 

2,;,/ %,,r .f ~;, 9.,. 
gJ,_a. ~~ -*· )'~ • 

Another extensive topic are the issues of 
the E.S.B. (Electricity Supply Board) and C.G.C . 
(Cork Gas Company). Here you can find a real 
need of use, and as a consequence, some of 
these items are difficult to find in fine unused 
condition. Most are meter cards. Also, there are 
some large format envelopes for internal use by 
companies to send documents to their head of· 
flee. Today cards bear a frank or meter mark, 
and are no longer real postal stationery. 
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Finally it must be realized that postal sta
tionery items of the twenties have been well in
vestigated, but then for many years there was a 
standstill, when this field of Irish philatelY. fell 
asleep. It is only in the past few years tnat a 
drastic change occurred, and it was surprising
ly in Germany where a lot of the recent im
pulses came from. Today postal stationery is 
soaring in a growing market, which is looking 
forward to a hopeful future, and has not had to 
struggle with decreasing interest and prices, 
but on the contrary, with shortage of material, 
especially in fine used cond ition. 

Chapter Reports 
\\ob an 

Maryland.Virginia and District of Columbla 

by Bob Moskowitz 
We are still looking for someone with a 

good speaking voice to recite the script being 
prepared by Pat Walker for the slide show. As 
our membership is aware we are in the process 
of putting together a slide show on the History 
of Irish Philately from the very earliest days to 
present. We have had one reading and critique 
of the show and are polishing it up. 0 where are 
you of the solid voice - you don't even have to 
be Qood looking? 

Larry Flanagan h·as agreed to become the 
Treasurer. Accordingly, the books of the 
organization have been turned over to him. 

We are in desperate need of auction 

material. Members are encouraged to send 
their donations to Bob Moskowitz, 3313 
Southern Ave, Baltimore, MD 2121 4. 

Don' t forget our elections to be held at 
WILSHOW 87 in Oct/Nov 87. The officers serve 
for two years and nominations are to be sent to 
the author. 

THE LONE STAR CHAPTER 
by Jim Lavelle 

The LONE STAR 
CHAPTER cordially in
vites all EPA members 
who exhibit, to show 
their material in com
petition at the TEX
PEX '88 Show and Ex
hibit ion which will 
take place 10-12 June 

1988 at Corpus Christi , Texas. This show is the 
first World's Series of Philately show in the 
Texas Philatelic Associations long history. As 
you know, the grand award winner will advance 
to the Champion of Champions competition. 
We are hoping that this award winner will be an 
EPA member. 

Although the LONE STAR CHAPTER has 
50 frames (our frames are the 15 page type) 
reserved for our use, Jim Stever, the Show 
Chairman, said that we can have more if need
ed. At present we have seven Irish exhibits for a 
total of 42 frames. The Show Prospectus is 
available from the author. 

We shall be manning an EPA table during 
the show and are planning a LONE STAR 
CHAPTER meeting along with a social get
together if we have enough requests. Two dif
ferent covers pertaining to the Irish Connection 
in Texas History are being designed for show 
cancels. The show theme honors the early Irish 
settlers of South Texas. 

Corpus Christi is on the beautiful Gulf of 
Mexico and also nearby are the first two Irish 
settlements in the United States (San Patricio 
and Refugio), sorry Boston and New York, 
Texas was where it was at. For a SASE, I will 
send you a map of the Irish settlements and the 
Irish connection with Texas history. Trips to 
these two places can be planned along with a 
night boat ride on the Gulf, and a possible 
deep-sea fishing cruise. But we have to hear 
from you, the EPA members, if this is to be a 
reality. For additional information, please con
tact the undersigned. Ya' ll come! 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

In the Fall 1986 issue of the REVEALER, 
there is an excellent article by Padraig 
O'Mathifna on Watermarked Paper. There are a 
couple of points raised which need clarifica
tion. Substance paper was, in fact, made from 
1923 onward as it was required for the printing 
of the 6d stamp which was more a revenue than 
postage stamp. Substance paper was required 
to absorb the fugitive ink used in printing the 6d 
value, - superfine paper was useless for this 
task due to the size made from gelatin·e used to 
give a finished glaze to superfine paper. 

Variations in the thickness of paper could 
be achieved by changing the machinery set
tings. Padraig O'Mathlf na's observations on 
thinner paper during WWII could well be due to 
modified manufacturing specifications at that 
time. It is a fact that paper was in very short 
supply then and paper recycling was a major in· 
dustry during the War years. 

The first Irish definitives to appear on 
coated paper were SG 227-228 (Sc 225, 226) 
even tho' coated paper was in use since 1963 
with the Red Cross commenorative issue. As 
well as the Customs Declaration Form listed by 
the author, there is also forms printed on the 
coated and watermarked paper referred to 
above. 

The author is to be commended for bring
ing to light another facet of Irish Philately. 

Signed, 
Edward Fitzgerald 

In re-reading some of the old REVEALER'S 
regarding the L, s, d Gerl paste-up coils (Fall 
1982, pg. 30) " ... at the time, V2d, 2d, 3d 
horizontal coil rolls were issued ... " . I believe 
that the article should have read 1 d (not Vi d), 
2d, and 3d. 

In the next paragraph Decimal Multivalue 
Coils, " . .. the first 5p coil strip ... perforated 
13 x 15 ... ". I believe this should have been 
perf 14 x 15. (Scott) Michel 14 Vi x 15 or SG 14 x 
141/2 . 

In the Fall 1982 page 31 REVEALER Scott 
numbers printed as 251, 252 and 253 should 
have been 251a, 252a, and 253a. Also the 
Decimal Watermarked Geris are printed as 291, 
292, 293, 294, 297 and 298a but should be 291 b, 
292a 293a, 294b, 297a, 298b. 

The correct catalogue numbers are listed 

below beside the strips: 
5p - Strip of 3 - Sc# 291 b, 292a, 294b. 

10p. Strip of 4 - Sc# 292a, 293a, 294b, 297a. 
10p. Strip of 5. Sc# 292a, 292a, 293a, 298b. 

I also have a suggestion: When printing a 
continuation of an article (Part 2) why not list 
the issue of the REVEALER of the original arti
cle (Part 1). If I don' t have that issue that I could 
order it from the Back Issue staff. 

R.E. Cullen 
EPA #1751 

ED NOTE: The suggestion has merit and I will 
try in the future to remember to put this infor
mation in the Part 2 or more articles. However 
for the information of the membership in the 
vast majority of the time, articles are split due 
to space and not receipt nor do authors inten
tionally write them that way. Accordingly, Part 
2 and larger articles are usually found in the 
issue immediately following the Part 1. When I 
send the REVEALER to press I must come up 
with a page count in multiples of 4. It is very dif
ficult to end up with a total of 14 pages. I have 
the choice of pulling 2 pages or running two 
complete blank pages or just trying to come up 
with some stuff that relates to the theme of the 
issue to put on those 2 pages. Usually I would 
pull 2 pages and put them in the next issue. 
Think about it. 

HELP! HELP! HELP! 
I need some help from the membership. 

Why do I receive 10 to 15 changes of address 
from the postal service each time I mail an 
issue of The REVEALER? Every one of these . 
changes is valuable in keeping our mailing list 
up-to-date. The bad part is that every one of 
these notices costs YOUR Society 30 cents. 

We all know when we are moving or decide 
to change to a P.O. Box or back to a street ad
dress. The Publisher/Distri butor should be one 
of those notified of the planned change. Please 
help. 

In case you haven 't noticed, the mail 
labels for this and the last two mailings of The 
REVEALER have been printed by computer. 
Every service I checked with wanted 2 arms and 
a leg for doing our labels. So I got my own and 
saved an arm. So, after many long hours typing 
800 plus labels, the computer does it in a cou
ple hours. 

Now, one more please. Will each of you 
please check the address label and let me 
know of any error, no matter how small. I would 
like to correct any and all errors. The computer 
prints what is put into it and I've put in the best 
information I have. 

Please keep those address changes com-

ing. · Bob Corless 
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Raven Stamps 

l . . t 
DESCRIPTION 

1922 Dollard Proof in black vertical pair 
DFPR2. Cat. £30. 
1922 Dollard Proof vertical strip of 3 from 
defaced plate. 
Ditto but siogle exaaple. 
~Thoa Proof in black hori%ontal pair. 
1922 2d Dollard Essay orange & grey left corner 
block of 4 WNH. 
1971 Ulster Paintings with Sinn Fein ovpt. 
used in Belfast on cover. 
1983 Great Escape label used on cover. 
Scl-8 superb WNH. 
~ar. ovpt. inverted WLH. 
Sc5A NH block of 4 with crescent flaw. 
~r. break over tour MLH. 
Sc7A var. date on top llLH. 
Sc12-14 W.H. 
Scl2 var. Nissen re-entry fine LH. 
Scl4 WNH. 
Scl4 MLll. 
SCi4 Marginal MLH. 
Scl4 variety strokes ovr ten MLll. 
Scl4 corner copy MNH with variety major re-entry 
but with gua crease. 
Scl4 variety major retouch MLH. 
SCi9-22A set MMH. 
Sc36-38 Fine Lilli - perfect centering. 
"i92'2'SC38 CDS used. 
Sc56-8 LIDI. 
~sed on large piece with Cork reg. label. 
Sc57 CDS used pristine example, Cat. iR£120.00. 
SC77 variety Nissen Brennan re-entry LHM. 
Sc79 superb ltNH. 
Sc778 corner block with circuaflex accent. 
SC7iii corner pair (top left) ltNH. 
~ with SAC variety lfLH. 
~Sc93-5 set of 3 LIDI - very attractive. 
Cat. £525. 
1935 Sc95 SAC variety MNH (small mark on 
reverse). 
Sc69 FDC. 
Scll4 wmk inverted MNH. 
Scll5 wmk inverted MNH. 
Scll6 wmk inverted MNH. 
Scll7 ltNll. 
Scl2l-3 Cream Paper WNH. 
Scl37, 138 FDC. 
Sc225-6 FDC. 
~x-booklet FDC. 
Sc250-65 MNll. 
Sc250-65 set in 4 different Ministerial packs 
as issued. 
~ with PVA gu.m Gutter Pair NH. 
Sc263-5 set of Cyl. Blocks of 4 staaps NII. 
l96ii=7'0 10 shilling Gutter Pair MNll Sc265. 
Cat. IR£l.50. 
1971-4 Scott 302 Lavender outline, superb cyl. 
block MNH. Cat. IR£160. 
1971-4 50p Sc304 superb cylinder block MNH 
Cat. £90. 

25.00 

25.00 
15.00 
26.00 

130.00 

40.00 
7.00 

60.00 
175.00 
75.00 
60.00 
65.00 

195.00 
160.00 
175.00 
120.00 
130.00 
.220.00 

380.00 
235.00 

50.00 
1,325.00 
1,275.00 

210.00 
55.00 

100.00 
370.00 
185.00 
350.00 
185.00 
245. 00 

435.00 

375.00 
60.00 
7.00 
7.00 
7.00 

85.00 
95.00 
48.00 
45.00 
45.00 
34.00 

120.00 
70.00 

110.00 

125.00 

150.00 

75.00 
Sc343-70 set of low values in gutter pairs - very 
fine NH. 
Sc401 set of Cyl. blocks 11 & 21. 
19iii'=2 18p White paper plate block of 4 18 
Sc470 ltNH. 
Sc470 white paper gutter block of 4. 
Sc472 set of plate blocks lA & 18. 
Sc550 type l plate blockof 4 lA MNll. 

Raven Stamps 
16, Bridge Street, 

Cork. 
Ireland. 

Tel. (021) 

60.00 
15.00 

25.00 
16.00 
40.00 
65.00 

508870 
500032 
500279 
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88 
89 
90 
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94 
95 
96 

97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 

104 

ltNH -

DESCRIPTION 

Sc550 type 2 plate block of 4 lA MNH. 
Sc550 type 2 plate block of 4 18 MNH. 

PRICE $ 

65.00 
65.00 

1984 Penny Post Day on illustrated cover. 
Sc688 CDS used single. 

5.00 
1,175.00 

1933"'1d Coll pert. 15 x single pert. CDS used 
example with wak. inverted Sc87A. 
1934 2d Coil pert. 14 x imp. CDS used example 
Sc92. 
.!!..!.!.!!!. but slogan used. 
Hibernian CSI joined pair MNll. 
Hibernian CS2 Joined pair. 
Hibernian CS3 joined pair MNH. 
Hibernian CS4 joined pair. 
ScJl marginal block of 6 CDS used. 
1940-68 id postage due ScJ5 used on cover with 
appropriate cachet. 
ld value ScJ6 as above. 
lid ScJ7 as above. 
2d ScJ8 as above. 
~ as above. 
Set of 1 each of above. 
ScJ13 • Jl4 blocks of 4 MNH. 
ScJ35-7 Gutter Peirson illustrated FDC. 
1966 2-6d booklet blue cover. 
1966 5 &billing booklet green cover. 
1969 6 shilling booklet blue cover. 
1971 30p booklet blue green covor. 
1974 50p booklet blue cover. 
1974 50p booklet green cover. 
1977 7~ booklet pane ex 50p olive MNH. 
1929 0 Connell 2d & 3d 80, 81 on two separate 
FDC - fine condition. 
1930 Shannon Scheme Sc83 FDC but date gives 
appearance of alteration but good space filler. 
1934 G.A.A. Sc90 fine plain FDC. 
Scll8, 9 on 2 plain FDC. 
Scl20 Gutter Pair MNH. 
Sc145-6 on chacheted FDC. 
l'9541iarian Year 3d value with band flaw -
used Scl51. 
1962 Europa set of 4 plate blocks lA • 18 
mostly MNH but odd staap binged. Scl84-5. 
1964 Tone eet of plate blocks lA & lB, one 
stamp in each block binged. Scl92-3. 
Scl95 Tower flaw variety Llill. 
Sc206-13 FDCs with se-tenant pairs. 
Sc284-7 Se-tenant gutter pairs MNll. 
1953 2jd & id Envelope superb mint PSE5 -
Cat. 1R238. 
Ditto but CDS used - Cat. IR228. 
~5d Letter Card fresh mint PSLC6. 
1966 3d Poat Card PSPC7 - euperb fresh condition. 
1966 5d Envelope PSE8 - superb mint condition. 
1969 6d Envelope PSE Wini - superb mint. 
1967 Swift Souvenir Card. 
1972 Stamp• Souvenir cover with aini sheet can
celled by exhibition cancel. 
1978 Cork Exhibition souvenir booklet, only 
200 produced. 

KEY TO DESCRIPTIONS 

170.00 

58.00 
35.00 
16.00 
18.00 
18.00 
18.00 

110.00 

20.00 
12.00 
15.00 
10.00 
12.00 
55.00 
80.00 
65.00 
24.00 
29.00 
38.00 
35.00 
12.00 
24.00 
10.00 

75.00 

95.00 
145.00 
29.00 
16.00 
18.00 

30.00 

26.00 

45.00 
65.00 
22.00 
30.00 

36.00 
26.00 
9.00 
9.00 
6.00 
7.50 

18.00 

14.00 

65.00 

LHM, MLH -
CDS -

Mint never hinged 
Mint light hinge 
Circular date sta•p 

unmounted 
binged aint 
fine used 

All items can be obtained at tbe listed price. In many cases 
there are only single examples available so early ordering 
is recommended. Payment may be made by cash, cheque, Bank 
Draft, Credit Card (Mastercard, Visa, Amor~can Express & 
Diners) and extended terms are available on all purcbases over 
$500. All items carry a full guarantee it dissatisfied and 
orders are despatched promptly - normally on day of receipt. 
Photocopies of any items are also available on request. 
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Eiue's Posta9e Stamps 

by Tom Polick 

When an important change occurs in a per
son's life, they attach great emotional value to 
what are termed "rites of passage". These 
'rites' meet psychologica l needs to shift from 
one mental set to another and exist in all 
cultures and societies. Religious ceremonies 
are rites of passages, as is any process that 
represents a transitional milestone. 

Collectively we experience change and ad
just as national groups. One way we express 
group feelings and values is the selection of 
topics for our postage stamps. 

When Ireland secured separation from 
Great Britain, the overprinting of Brit ish stamps 
enabled the postal service to function without 
interruption. Worldwide interest was aroused 
and philatelic orders commenced with the sale 
of those f!rst overprints. And naturally, a lot of 
interest and concern was generated about the 
selection of subjects for the first Irish issues. 

The announcement of the search of ap
propriate designs stimulated the artistic com
munity with rewards of notoriety and substan
tial money prizes. Some eight hundred essays 
were submitted and we can imagine the 
deliberation the judges went through to pick 
the final four winners. ~ 

The right of passage which ce lebrated Eire 
as a stamp issuing country contined themes 
which. those Irish judges felt best expressed 
Irish thinking and feelings about nationhood. 

The designs were basic. The Outline Map 
of Ireland submitted by Dubliner James Ingram 
is framed with Celtic ornamentation and small 
shamrocks. It looks as " Irish" as possible with 
it's Gaelic writing and strong symbols of Irish 
nationalism. When first released it must have 
reinforced the finality of the break from Great 
Britain and the separate direction as an in
dependent free state. 

[(.~~~~-; 

!~ ·,M~,1. 
i;: ir~ ~~ .. '.i 
!Writ- il 
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The Celt ic Cross design of Miss Lily 
Williams was a replica of her Sinn Fein stamp 
which was used for rebel mail during the 1916 
rising . The celtic cross represents Ireland's 
religious and native traditions which were 
strong in spite of hundreds of years of repres
sion. It was the wish of Ireland's first president 
that this stamp be inc luded in the f irst free 
state stamp series. 

The Sword of Light design from Dublin ar· 
tist, J. J. O'Reilly features an ancient Gaelic 
Symbol of enlightenment, education and pro· 
gress. The native Irish had been denied access 
to training, education and professions during a 
long period of British rule and this issue 
ce lebrated the value and hopes of Irish intellec
tual freedom. 

Miss M. Girling provided the Arms Of The 
Four Provinces design. This shield surrounded 
by a border of shamrocks depicts the four pro
vince's individual insignia ... Munster, 
Leinster, Ulster and Connacht united as one. In 
1922 the sepration of Northern Ireland was sti ll 
in contention and a conclusion of this stamp is 
that all Ireland should eventually be united as 
one country. 

These four stamps portrayed to Ireland 
and the rest of the world the way the Irish 
perceived themselves as they became a free 
state, and on that same date the new 2d Map Of 
Ireland issue was released for sale. All part of a 
planned "rite of passage". 

Irish Airmail Acceptances 
by William J. Murphy 

Irish Airmail Acceptances are covers that 
were posted in Ireland and sent for acceptance 
on mail carrying flights that originated outside 
of Ire land. A large majority of these covers were 
carried on flights that originated in London. 
However, many ex ist that were flown on flights 
from other European cities. There were also 
Irish covers carried on several early flights in 
the U.S. and Canada. These covers make an in
teresting and colorful addition to any collec· 
tion. 

So far, the earliest known example of an 
Irish Acceptance cover is one that was posted 
in Dublin on April 6, 1922, and is addressed to a 
Paris destination. This cover was sent by sur· 
face to London (backstamped on April 7th in 
the afternoon), and was flown on Saturday, 
April 8th, either by Handley Page Transport, In· 
stone Air Line or Daimler Airway (which started 
service 5 days earlier) to Paris. It was 
backstamped after arrival on April 8th at 11:35 
a.m. and again at 4:00 p.m. The cover is franked 
with a 2/6 overprinted Seahorse (Dollard). 

This writer is attempting to make a listing 
of all of the known fliqhts on which Irish covers 
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were flown. This list now includes over 200 
flights and flight dest inations, but is far from 
complete. When this list is completed, probably 
some t ime next year, it will be published either 
as a separate booklet or as part of a com
prehensive handbook on Irish Airmails. 

I ask that all of you having any of these Ac
ceptance Covers in your collection, please help 
me by sending a listing of what you have. Even 
if you only have one or two, they may be unique. 
Please record the place and date of posting, the 
flight carried on (if known), the destination and 
most important i n fo rmation on any 
backstamps. If possible include photo copies 
of the covers. Send the information to: 
Will iam J. Murphy, 5813 Castano Drive, San 
Jose, CA 95129. 

Thank you very much for your help. 

~3~~ 
by J. Doug Allen 

Having read with great interest the artic les 
submitted by several members on their ex
periences in collecting Irish I should like to re
count some of my own. 

I have been a stamp collector since 1931 
and in the interim my interest in our hobby has 
seldom flagged. Starting as a general co llector 
my interest turned to Canada and the British 
Commonwealth exclusively until 1940 and gain
ed impetus when I served in Britain with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in WWII and came in 
contact with many collectors there. This con
tinued on my return to civilian life, a banking 
career, marriage and fam ily raising. My father 
was born in Emo, Co. Laois, Ireland in 1881 and 
during his lifetime was very supportive of my 
stamp collecting and also engendered in me a 
great love of his native land. In 1969 I was put in 
touch with a fi rst cousin of mine in Dundrum, 
Robbie Galway, and since then he has sent me 
FDC's and mint cop ies of all Irish issues. Since 
1976 my wife and I have visited Ireland on four 
occasions, during which I have met Mike Giff
ney three t imes and have also had the privilege 
of meeting Bill Kane, Fred Dixon, Con Buckley 
and George Allan albeit all too briefly in each 
case. At Capex Toronto in 1978 I met the late 
John Blessington and John Smal lman and I are 
old friends. Alas, located where I am in Nova 
Scotia, I do not have the opportunity to attend 
E.P.A. regional and annual meetings and there 
are very few Irish co llectors in this area. 

However distance factors have not 
diminished my Irish collecting fervour and my 

collection, while still modest, has grown well. I 
have all the commemorat ives and a straightfor
ward collection of the overprints, the Geris 
have received a lot of my attention and I am 
presently assembling t hem for exhibit locally. 
Lately I have been concentrat ing on G.B. Used 
in Ireland and my collect ion of these has been 
augmented by assisiduous searching of 
dealers' stocks here and in the U.K. and Ire land, 
a task that can be very t ime consuming and 
frustrating. Postal History has not escaped my 
attention and I now have quite a few interesting 
items dating from 1781to1881, the time frame I 
have chosen arbitrarily. 

About five years ago I turned to Irish 
postcards and have been fortunate enough to 
be able to accumulate over 500 of these of 
which about half are postally used. In 1986 I 
was fortunate to come upon the residue of the 
stock of the postcard publ isher John Morgan of 
Mountmellick and was given th is by George 
Harris who purchased Morgan's stationery 
business many years ago. This sideline is one I 
can recommend without hesitation to my fellow 
E.P.A. members. Old Irish cards are becoming 
harder to find, but t he search for them can be 
fun and can lead you up many interesting paths 
and establish friendships. 

While I have maintained my interest 1n 
stamps of several British Commonwealth coun
tries, Ireland has become my first love and I 
value my membership in E.P.A. very much and 
wish our new Editor, Pat Ryan and the Ex
ecutive well in their efforts to enhance the 
association and Irish philately in general. 

tuMuarh 'Qr. ~ulliuan 

alqitago, ~( 

Ju ly 18, 1987 

EPA President: 1979 - 1981 
Director: 1977 - 1979 

~ ~equiescat in puc~ 
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Shannon River 
Hydroelectric Scheme 

by Tom Polick 

11111111 

Ireland issued it's first commemorative 
stamp in 1929. The second commemorative 
design was introduced on,October 15, 1930, the 
two pence black-brown Shannon River 
Hydroelectric Scheme issue. It was issued at 
the letter postage rate of two pence but utilized 
the larger size associated with, (and copied 
from) the higher value British stamps that were 
overprinted for use in the Irish Free State. The 
reason for this was that many government 
leaders felt that the River Shannon Scheme 
was an extremely important and significant 
achievement for the Irish people to appreciate 
and take pride in. 

There was a great deal of interest and 
good feeling generated by the commemorative 
issues of the previous year that celebrated the 
100th anniversary of Catholic Emancipation in 
Ireland and with the Shannon River Scheme 
issue using an impressive larger design on let
ter rate correspondence, most of Ire land's 
citizens would see and be reminded of this 
wonderful success. Each time you stamped a 
letter or read a postmark the picture of the large 
hydroelectric dam would reinforce a feeling of 
national achievement and more importantly 
divert your attention from unhappy thoughts. 

Using very limited resources , the Cosgrave 
government had committed heavily to the 
Shannon River hydroelectric project. When 

confronted with the frustrat ion of failure on so 
many fronts, there stood this massive, highly 
visible program that would bring the miracle of 
electricity to many parts of the new country. 

What better way to focus the attention of a 
depressed people away from painful thoughts 
and pull them up and together. The neutral and 
booming success on the river Shannon would 
be a soothing balm and became well known 
with a simple but effective commemorative 
stamp. 

STAMP FACTS: (OF C4/Scott 83): E. L. 
Lawrenson designed this stamp which was 
issued on October 15, 1930. It was typographed 
by the Government Printing Works in sheets of 
120 (two panes of 60 (6 x 10). Printed on the 
usual SE watermarked paper in use at the time 
and inked in Dark Brown, it was also perforated 
15 x 14. By the time the presses stopped there 
were 19,330, 805 stamps printed. There are 
shade and inking varieties to be found with this 
issue and some stamps exist with the word 
'SPECIMEN' overprinted upon it. 

A Case For Revenues 
by J. E. Foley 

On Saturday afternoon at AM ERi PEX there 
were two seminars entitled "The Role of 
Fiscals in Philately". Strict adhereance to FIP 
(Federation Internationale de Philately) rules 
make revenues the orphans of philately at inter
national shows, although this is frequently 
overlooked in the case of revenue stamps of the 
host country. However, the 'winds of change' 
may be blowing. The moderator of t he seminar 
was D. N. Jatia, FIP Exhibition co-ordinator and 
one of the panelists, Ladislav Dvoracek, FIP 
President. 

Bi ll Zel lers and I attended the first seminar 
as did Bud Sellers, President of APS and Bill 
Bauer, Past-president of APS. The meeting was 
well attended and all seemed in favor of chang
ing the FIP rules to permit showing revenues at 
FIP shows, either in a separate section or 
within the traditional class. There was some 
concern expressed on finding qualified judges 
for revenue material. However, it was felt that 
that should not be considered a limiting factor. 
I was particularly pleased to hear Bud Sellers 
soeak in favor of revenues. 

Throughout the history of the EPA an in
terest in revenues has been expressed. I think 
all of us shou ld urge our respective national 
federations to support this effort. 
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THE DUBLIN WINDOW MEN 
By Tony Booth-Jones 

ED NOTE: This article refers to a Pat Walker article In 
the Summer 1986 REVEALER pg. 13. 

In spite of remarks in Feldman/Kane's 
"Irish Postal History to 1840" and elsewhere 
there is no mystery about the Window Men. 
Before 1840 only a small minority of letters 
were pre-paid; so in the country if you wanted 
to pre-pay a letter you asked the Deputy 
Postmaster how much it was, paid him for it 
and made sure he marked it "post paid". At a 
big Post Office like Dublin a reliable c lerk was 
assigned to the job and placed under the s~p~r
vision of a senior section officer because 1t in

volved handling money - around L400 daily in 
Dublin in 1826 (compare this with the Window 
Man's salary of L78 per annum for a 5 hour day). 

The Window Man operated at what was 
known as the Paid Window, accessible to .but 
protected from the public. The Secretary (Chief 
Executive) of the Irish Post Office in the 1820's 
was Sir Edward Lees and he gave extensive ver
bal evidence to the Treasury Commission in 
1823 and 1826: 

Q: What is the Paid Window? 
A: That is that part of the room where the 

letters are deposited and the postage 
paid at the time; these are regularly 
checked; every letter is entered on 
which postage is paid; that is con
nected with the alphabet office. 

The Inspectors from the London Post Of
fice, Messrs. Johnson and Hume, didn't like its 
being connected with the Alphabet (a sort of 
poste-restante) because that wasn't the way it 
was done in London; but they were unable to 
give any reason why it shouldn 't be. In fact it 
was the physical layout of the building which 
dictated that the Paid Window was tacked on to 
the Alphabet - both had to have easy access by 
the public. Further, the Alphabet was under the 
control of a senior officer accustomed to the 
superv ision of large sums of money. 

The General Post Office in the 1820's had 
two Window Men who relieved each other: 
Arthur Barker (not Baker) and Isaac Usher. 

The Dublin Penny Post Office, like the Lon
don one, had a separate establishment, though 
in the same building, and was self-accounting. 
It also had two Window Men: Pat O'Neill and 
Samuel Ferguson. Sir Edward Lees in a report 
dated March 1824 had written: " I am of opinion, 
that the postage paid on penny-post letters 
may just as easi ly be pa id at the general post
paid window. It is as near the penny-post sort
ing table as the window is where the penny
postage is at present paid". 
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Further evidence on this was taken in Oct. 
1826: Mr. E. J. Baynes, Comptroller of the Penny 
Post Office. 

Q. What number of clerks have you? 
A. There are : one chief clerk, four sorters, 

one Window-man now only; he has been 
removed to the alphabet office, but is 
still on the establishment of the penny
post ... 

Q. What is the use of your having a 
window-man? 

A. He is now attending in the alphabet of
fice, though attached to the penny-post 
office; there were two originally, but 
about this time twelvemonth there was 
one vacancy occurred, and one window· 
man done away with entirely. 

Q. What is the use of the window-man at 
all? 

A. Previous to that we used to receive the 
postage on all penny-post letters at our 
window. 

Q. Are many penny-post letters paid? 
A. I think that on the average the amount 

of paid penny-post would not be above 
L 180 a year; that was the amount last 
year. 

In Jan. 1829 the Penny Post Office Window 
Man is named as Charles Lambert. It was un
doubtedly he who initialled a superb Window 
Man Receipt dated Dec. 1830 which came to 
light recently. At the same time (actually it is in 
a Return for the 12 months ended 5 Jan. 1829) 
Authur Barker and Isaac Usher are sti ll shown 
as Window Men in the General Post Office. 

It will now be clear why Lambert (nominally 
on the staff of the Penny Post) signed a receipt 
for 1 letter at 4s.6d. (a very high rate) whereas 
Arthur Barker gave a receipt for 111 letters at 1 
penny each and marked it " Penny Post", which 
is just the opposite to what one might other
wise expect. It must also be remembered that 
there was a continuous exchange of mail bet
ween the two divis ions of the Post Office, just 
as there was in London, for reasons connected 
with Receiving Houses and Lettercarriers ' 
"walk"; in particular, the Penny Post Office 
operating in the Twopenny Post area (the outer 
parts of the City beyond the Circular Road) col
lected and delivered all the General Post Office 
letters for that area. 

As to the status of the Window Men's 
receipts, they had nothing to do with registra
tion as has been suggested; there was no 
registration as we know it until after 1841. 
Ire land had a system of internal registry o f dou
ble and weight letters between 1823 and 1830 
which was operated parallel with the unpopular 

(Continued on pg. 36) 



Page 36 The Revealer Fall 1987 

NIPS MARKS 
80th ANNIVERSARY 

by N. Scott 

The North of Ireland Philatelic Society 
(NIPS) was founded in 1907. To mark its BOth 
An~iversary, two post cards have been issued. 
Both show 19th century postmarks. One is 
devoted to Belfast marks only while the other 
shows strikes used in the surrounding six coun
ties o f the present day Northern Ireland plus 
Belfast. 

BE L FAS T 

19th C"ntury Belfast Postmuks 

Inn. iskil e>t. 
?tnt -tty .J'ost: 

8ALLY1'1.eNA 
101 II 

19th c..nturr North o f Ireland Postmarks 

Today the society has 180 members. The 
cards are available to those interested at 10p 
each plus postage (Ed note: at present ex
change rates that is about $1.00 US). Please 
write N. Scott, 49 Kingsdale Park, Belfast, BT5 
782, Northern Ireland. 

GUM VARIETY? 
My copy of Scott 225 DF 033 Cylinder 1 

gutter pair has clear white gum while the gutter 
pair of Cylinder 2 has very distinctive yel low 
gum. The Cylinder 1 prinDng,has diagonal lines 
in the gutter margin, while Cylinder 2 has both 
diagonal lines and horizontal marginal rule line. 
Can anyone confirm this gum variety. Write 
Ralph Chaiet, 7843 Creekbend, Houston, TX 
77071. 

EPA Show Canceler 
Available for Use 

Are you planning to 
produce a product for 
sale at the next stamp 
show? Perhaps a cover 
or card to commemorate 
the event and to raise a 
few, shekels for the old 
treasury? Well , here is 
an opportunity you just 

can't pass up. B.B. Zellers has just taken on a 
new job as the custodian of the EPA Show 
Canceler. 

He reports that it is available for use by the 
Chapters and that the stamp can be modified to 
meet your needs for $15.85 plus $1.41 postage. 
Anyone wishing to use the canceler can con
tact Bill at 5530 Via Dos Cerros, Riverside, CA 
92507. Please include the information (show & 
date) that you wish to have appear on the stamp 
and your check made payable to B. B. Zellers 
for $17.26. 

He needs at least 21 days notice (before 
the event). If the stamp is lost replacement is 
the responsibility of the borrower and costs 
$40.00. The stamp does not come with It's own 
ink pad so the Chapters will be responsible for 
providing one of their own. 

THE DUBLIN WINDOW MEN 
(Continued) 

Money Letter system and which I have describ
ed elsewhere, but this had nothing to do with 
the public. And the Window Men's receipts 
formed no part of the accounting system, 
which is described in the greatest detail in the 
Report which is my main source. It may be 
obser.ved that the Dec. 1830 receipt given by 
Charles Lambert bears no serial number. The 
most likely explanation is that receipts were 
given on request {as they sometimes are now) 
when a voucher was requ ired, perhaps by a 
Government office or a Trus~ee, or even by a 
suspicious merchant. 

Source: 19th Report (to Parliament), 
Revenue Inquiry. Post Office Revenue, United 
Kingdom. Part II - Ireland (1823 - 1829). 951 
foolscap pages, of which nearly 60% is ver
batim evidence. 
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by Edith 8. Hillman 

Do you remember the first time you receiv
ed an auction catalogue from an unknown firm
and the pictures of the stamps were all in 
COLOR? This first happened to me in the late 
1950's and I thought that these pictures were 
so beautiful , and so unusual (U.S. law, as I 
recall, forbade the reproduction of stamps in 
color at that time) and I thought I would want to 
use them some day - for SOMETH ING - and 
carefully saved them for years! 

These catalogues with their lavish illustra
tions were from Shanahans' Auction of Dublin 
and were much more elegant than any auctio~ 
catalogue seen until that t ime, and certainly 
were more attractive than the catalogues sent 
out in Shanahan's early days. 

Shanahans was a wonderful place to in
vest your money if you were among the new 
middle class of Ireland in the 50's. It was a good 
place to dispose of unwanted philatelic 
material, and most of all , it was the biggest 
Ponzi scheme, leading to the longest and most 
expensive trial in the history of Ireland's courts. 

" The collapse of the Singer stamp empire 
resulted in one of the most intricate law cases 
ever to come before the courts. The drama of 
the Singer battle, fought through half a dozen 
courts, went on for three years and made legal 
history. 

" Singer was tried twice by jury for fraud
and in the end acquitted. Then, overnight he 
disappeared ... " 

Shanahan was a small auctioneer of used 
household goods in the Dublin suburb of 
Dunlaoire, when a large, bearded stranger with 
a strange accent, a tic, and a huge waistline ap
peared one day. Dr. Paul Singer was a refugee 
from central Europe, having moved in stages 
from Czechoslavakia, to Austria, to University 
studies in Paris , and eventually to London. He 
was now in Dublin, to shop tor a partner tor his 
plan which would set the philatelic world on its 
ear, make a large sum of unaccounted tor cash 
for Dr. Singer, and to make the Shanahan family 
pariahs in their own country. 

Seamus Brady, a well-known newspaper 
reporter, covered the Shanahan trials for his 
newspaper, and using his vast knowledge of 
the entire Shanahan affair, wrote the definitive 
book, Doctor of Millions. This was published in 
1965 by Anvil Books, Lt ., Tralee, County Kerry, 
Republic of Ireland. 

Fortunately, I had never bid at Shanahans, 
nor had ever invested with them, but many mon
ths after the beautiful catalogues ceased arriv
ing, there were a few small mentions of the 
Shanahan affair in the philatelic press. Occa
sionally, some one would mention Doctor of 
Millions, and my interest would again be arous
ed · for about twenty minutes. A letter referring 
to the affair was printed in The Exporter, a 
wholesale magazine from Great Britain, shortly 
before I left for Dublin in 1985, and I decided 
that once and for all, I would attempt to pur
chase t he book there and finally read it. 
However, there were no copies available in the 
book stores - it is out of print. Then I began can
vassing the used book stores, to no avail , and 
returned home empty handed. About a year and 
half later I tried my public library, which could 
not get it from any of their usual sources. After I 
asked them to borrow it for me - somewhere - at 
any price, I remembered the APRL in State Col
lege, PA where I finally found success in bor
rowing it. 

A week before I was to return the book, I 
was told about a collector-dealer who at one 
time had a shelf of copies. I tried calling him for 
about two weeks - f inally reaching him when he 
returned from his vacation - and he sent me his 
on ly extra copy. My thanks to my unnamed 
friend - if he had more copies available, I would 
have mentioned his name here! 

This is not an easy book to read unless you 
are a lawyer, and I am not a lawyer! 

In London, in 1953, Singer's father's firm, 
of which he was secretary-director, collapsed. 
This was Singer's first experience with 
bankruptcy, and was perhaps a factor in his arr
ving three months later in Ireland. 

The head of the Shanahan family at that 
time was Jerome Shanahan, a tall, slightly 
deaf, balding man in his sixties. He ran his auc
tion business in an imposing building on Corrig 
Avenue with the help of his son, Desmond, who 
was at that time just about thirty. Desmond was 
then courting Diana, who married him and over 
the course of these events, bore him five 
children. 

Shanahan's at the time were auctioneers 
with a modest business, averaging about L 1750 
in sales, and were also turniture movers and 
undertakers. Desmond was also a barrister, but 
preferred working with his father. 

Singer walked into an auction, bid L 100 on 
a piece of furniture, and was told he could 
come back the next day to pay for it and pick it 
up. Shanahan liked the looks of Singer. When 
Singer arrived the next day he introduced 



Page 38 The Revealer Fall 1987 

himself to Shanahan and stated that he was an 
Austrian, had fled from Nazi persecution, was 
an authority on stamps and traveled extensive
ly all over the world dealing with them. The last 
was a patent lie· while Singer might have been 
a small col lector of stamps, he was in no way 
an expert and certainly had never dealt with 
them anywhere in the world, except as a col !ec
tor. He convinced Shanahan that each of them 
should put up L 100, and with an initial invest
ment of L200, Shanahan 's Stamp Auctions was 
born. 

Singer went off to London to buy some 
stamps, the first sale was held in the auction 
room at Corrig Avenue and a small profit was 
shown. They were off and running! 

Within a month the first issue of a 
magazine, called Green l.S.L.E. Philately ap
peared. It was printed on cheap green paper, 
with next month 's auction listings in the back, 
and was apparently sent to any names and ad
dresses available. 

Each month's issue improved. The quality 
of the writing, the content , the photographs, 
and the paper all improved until it was a sixty
four page affair on glossy paper with hundreds 
of stamps illustrated in color. 

How did Singer build his enterprise so that 
he was well on his way to cornering the wor ld 
market in philately? This is not difficult to trace 
if you have the source material · and it IS 
available. Irish law requires all publishers to 
send free copies of their publications to the 
libraries of the three colleges of the National 
University of Ireland, to the Library of Trin ity 
College, Dublin, and to the National Library of 
Ireland. One of the librarians at the Nat ional 
library started a file on Green /.S.L.E. Philately 
so that access to this file is available, and 
Brady, in doing his background research for 
Doctor of Millions did do his homework. By the 
second issue, Singer was claiming ci rcu lation 
of 10,000 in sixty seven countries! The name of 
the publication was also amplified: Green 
l.(rlend's) $.(tamp) L.(overs) E.(di tion) Philately. 
(How long did it take him to work out that 
acronym?) The second issue was priced at a 
shilling and " was being reaq in Great Britain, 
the British Commonwealth, and the United 
States of America. Our readership consists of 
the prominent, intelligent and wealthy people 
in all countries." 

Brady asserts that Singer is boasting of 
this, and questions whether a " rubbishy little 
publication, produced on a shoe-string and 
amateurishly written , was attracting the atten· 
tion of millionaires and intellectuals ... " This 
writer begs to differ. If something interests a 

stamp collector, he will move heaven and earth 
to obtain a copy· it does not matter whose it is, 
or where it is from. lt will be in a foreign 
language, or be dirty and torn, but if it concerns 
a collector's interest - or MIGHT be of his 
specialty it WILL be read! Many a collector has 
received an un-asked for catalogue in the mail 
and chucked it out· but if a reader of this artic le 
is sent anything on Irish philately, he will at 
least look it over · even if it is amateurish and 
on cheap paper. 

However, the publication was a key to 
Singer's plan. It placed the concept of stamp 
collecting into the homes of many people who 
had never before heard of such a thing. 
Economic times in Ireland were just recovering 
from many years of hardship - and the great 
middle class for the first time had a few pounds 
here and there they could spare - either to in· 
vest in stamps, or to collect stamps. It was 
these people to whom Shanahan was appeal
ing. 

By this second issue, Singer was sell ing 
advertising, which was priced quite modestly. 
He also listed his " Rules for Stamp Collecting 
for Profit." 

(1) Do not invest in countries which have 
ceased to issue stamps. 

(2) Do not buy typical wartime issues. 
(3) Avoid overprinted stamps. 
(4) Spread your investment as far as possi

ble. Include stamps of all periods and 
all countries. 

(5) Buy in multiples. 
(I will not comment on these five points. 

They are worth expanding into an article all by 
themselves!) 

Singer also included a postal bidding form 
in the magazine, with instructions as to its use. 

He obtained copies of the 230 philatelic 
trade journals then being printed all over the 
world and sent copies of his magazine to each 
advertiser. He managed to get the name and 
address of every collector in Ireland (perhaps 
he bought or otherwise manaqed to obtain the 
Philteli c Bureau's list?). He changed the for
mat of the magazine to qualify for newspaper 
mailing rates and reduced the weight to save 
on postage bills . 

Singer must have been doing something 
right. By the end of the second year of publica
tion , he was receiving as much mail as the Irish 
Sweepstakes. At this point Singer made a 
public statement which many of us could echo: 
" Let me say a few personal words about the 
Irish. This country to me who came here less 
than a year ago is the most wonderful in the 
world. As soon as you step ashore you feel 
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enveloped by the warmth, friendliness and 
hospitality, such as I, who have travelled far 
have never met. Life among the Irish is wonder'. 
ful, inde~d." 

By May, 1955, with the ninth issue of the 
magazine, the Shanahan firm was celebrating 
its first anniversary. It was the third largest 
stamp auction firm in the British Isles, and auc
tions were being held monthly. It was now time 
to hold them weekly. 

Diana Shanahan recalls that Singer 
thought of inviting people to invest L50 for 
three months. Singer said at one of his trials 
that a friend asked if he could invest L50 to buy 
stamps. After a couple of months, the man was 
paid back L70. When word spread, every one 
wanted to be an investor in Shanahans Stamp 
Auctions Limited. 

The great enticement to the general public , 
however, was Singer's slogan: Profit Without 
Risk. Singer offered to buy on behalf of any in· 
dividual investor, stamps from abroad. These 
would be placed into an auction at higher 
prices, with the profits, after expenses, to go to 
the investor. 

The main problem with this was that the 
whole scheme hinged around one person -
Singer. No one else in the firm knew anything 
about stamps, how to buy them, and how to sell 
them. Money started pouring in, and Singer was 
off, first to England and then to the Continent 
to seek out " every nook and cranny" for stamps 
to place in auctions for his investors. He 
managed to buy stamps worth over L2 million 
by the t ime Shanahans was finished! 

He then had another plan · '' in techni· 
color" - to reduce the amount required for in
vestment to L10, and to guarantee repayment 
without loss in four months. Money keep rolling 
in, for who does not want a guaranteed profit 
on his investment in only four months? Singer 
claimed to get higher prices for consignors, as 
his clientele were willing to pay more than the 
clientele of the London auction houses. The 
fir m's first investors were earning about 25% 
profit on their money in only four months. Word 
then went around even faster, with the ex
pected result that even more money came pour
ing in! 

Dr. Singer coined the phrase for the 
Shanahans Stamp Auctions firm which was 
quite apt for its first few years: The sputnik of 
the philatelic world. By the second year of his 
auction, he and his business were thoroughly 
resented throughout the stamp dealers' world. 
Shanahans Stamp Auctions might have actual
ly been able to continue on the current basis in-

definitely, except that Singer had more plans. 
These led to larger and larger auctions, with 
more and more funds being invested, al l chas
ing a finite number of collectible stamps in the 
world. This Irish South Sea Bubble · or Ponzi 
Scheme, if you will· finally collapsed. 

The original investors' scheme of L 10 
stakes was new in the business, but this was 
refined even further. The funds from individual 
investors were combined into syndicates, and 
various syndicates would own various lots of 
stamps that were purchased for auction. All 
syndicates were assigned material by drawing 
lots. How to be sure your syndicate owned a 
good lot? You never knew. Your lot could be 
sold piecemeal and earn 100% profit - or your 
lot could be unsold and be held for the next 
auction. No investor ever lost money with 
Shanahans in its first year o r so, but the greed 
factor surfaced later on with the syndicate in
vesting. Only Dr. Singer fully understood all the 
ramifications of the syndication, purchases, 
and re-purchases. These were never fully ex
plained by Singer in his two lengthy trials. 
Diana Shanahan kept the books, and while she 
was a graduate in mathematics, she admitted 
later that she never fully understood the book
keeping system used. 

What happened during the later period was 
that money sent in by one group of investors 
was used to pay earlier investors. They were 
making about 15% at this time, and that sum in 
four months equals 45% a year · certainly 
nothing to sneeze at · but as any slightly ex
perienced investor knows, anything paying a 
return like that could not have been considered 
safe. Also, do keep in mind that having any ex
tra funds, and investing at all, were very new 
ideas to the Irish middle class of the 1950's. 

At this time, it seemed that nothing could 
stop Dr. Singer. He moved the company's of
fices to new and larger premises at Upper 
George's Street, in Dunlaorie. However, he 
wished to impress clients further, so had the 
firm 's address printed on the stationery as Up
per GREAT George's Street. He then switched 
to the color green as the company's symbol. 
Everything was done green. Green walls, green 
floor coverings, green ink and green typewriter 
ribbons were used. A set of green ch ina was 
purchased for morning and afternoon tea. 
Singer's office was as opulent as can be 
imaQined - with five telephones. 

By now, Singer was considered a bit of a 
bombastic freak, and his advertising was refus
ed in several newspapers. He had also come to 
the attention of the Irish Government and the 
Police Department at Dublin Castle, who were 
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quietly watching him and keeping a file open. 
Singer was now living the life of an Irish 

lord. He and his wife, Irma, bought a thirteen
acre estate at Foxrock, a suburb of Dublin, and 
christened it "Cairn Hall." It was furnished with 
antiques. He had a governess for his two 
children, a Spanish but ler, and a chauffeur in 
livery. He ate as robustly as one would expect a 
portly man to eat, and his favorite drink was 
" black velvet", which is stout mixed with cham
pagne. 

This was the time that'Singer was traveling 
around the world for stamps. He always carried 
a pigskin briefcase. If that case could talk, we 
would know where certain checks made out in 
large sums were deposited. All that is definitely 
known is that money was deposited into ac
counts in Singer's name in Italy, North 
America, and elsewhere. It has never all been 
accounted for. 

Each of these trips ended with a carefully 
orchestrated return at Dublin Airport. It was ar
ranged that the entire office staff - about ninety 
people by then - would come out to the airport 
and sing "For He's A Jolly Good Fellow" as 
Singer disembarked. He would parade through 
customs and be greeted by his waiting staff 
who could be clapping and cheering. 
Somehow, the local newspapers refused to 
give these events any space: 

The last .and greatest coup was Singer's 
obtaining two major parts of the Burrus collec
tion and an option to obtain much of the re
mainder. 

On May 9, 1959, the Shanahan empire col
lapsed. Desmond and Diana Shanahan opened 
the office that day to discover that a Lombardo
Venezia collection for which Singer had paid 
L 150,000 had disappeared. When Singer arrived 
by limousine, he was very calm about it , and 
declared that it could be the best thing that had 
happened, as they could get world-wide publici
ty about it. The company's fifth aniversary party 
was scheduled for that evening, and it did go 
on. Singer had too much to drink and acted ob
noxious, but he assured every one that the 
stolen stamps were insured (they were not), and 
no one would lose any of their investment. 
However, only Singer knew that the stamps 
were uninsured, that if investors became ner
vous and demanded their money back he would 
be unable to produce it, and this day wouid be 
the beginning of the end. Within a few weeks 
the entire concern would be in the hands of li
quidators, nine thousand investors would be 
clamoring for their money, and that Singer, his 
wife, and Desmond Shanahan would all be in 
jail. 

Some of Doctor of Millions is concerned 
with very carefu l explanations of how the 
scheme worked. Many customers were men· 
t ioned - including some that claim never to 
have bought from Shanahans. It is assumed 
that they, including several personally know to 
this writer, along with the mysterious customer 
"Zombie", were simply straws listed to 
reassure investors that actual customers were 
out there buying. Many people still act ive in the 
stamp world are mentioned, including Robson 
Lowe, from London, who played a major role in 
determining the value of the merchandise re
maining on hand. He was a key witness for the 
State and later went to Dublin to testify in the 
t rial of Singer. 

Most of the remainder of Doctor of 
Millions, however, concerns an account of very 
long, and extremely expensive trials - they set 
records for both · to try Dr. Singer, Mrs. Singer, 
and both Desmond and Jerome Shanahan in 
the courts of Ireland. Barristers, Members of 
the Irish Parliament, and judges are all discuss
ed, and character studies abound throughout. 

Over two years later, within a day after be
ing found innocent of all charges, Dr. Paul 
Singer took his wife Irma and his pigskin brief
case and boarded the ferry from Dunloarie, 
never to be seen again.! 

So ends the tale of Dr. Paul Singer, t he 
mysterious Doctor of Millions, who set the 
stamp world on its ear almost t hirty years ago. 

POSTSCRIPT 
By the time this appears in your 

REVEALER, there will be a copy of Seamus 
Brady's DOCTOR OF MILLIONS in the John 
Blessington Memorial Library. 

QUESTION CORNER 
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(Answer on pg. 41) 



Fall 1987 The Revealer Page 41 

The Dublin Newslette12 
by Eddie FitzGera/d 

In the Summer 1986 issue of t he 
REVEALER, I outlined the circumstances which 
led to the Stamping Branch taking residence 
within Dublin Castle. By Autumn 1922, the 
Branch was operative and indeed was engaged 
in the printing of stamps towards the end of Oc
tober of that year. I have already commented on 
the attitude towards security by those who give 
orders and related how every scrap of stamp 
paper had to be accounted for at the end of 
each working day. The working week was 5 112 
days with the 112 day on Saturday. In the light of 
the times, the working conditions were good, 
but once a non-executive signed the atendance 
book in the morning, he was virtual ly locked up 
for the rest of the day and could not leave un til 
the day's audit was completed. For recreation 
periods, a table tennis table was supplied and 
some of the younger staff members became so 
adept at the game that they entered a staff 
team in the Lienster League and became Cham
pions. 

I do not profess to know when the first 
stamp exh ibition organized by philate lists was 
held in Ireland but I certainly know that an Ir ish 
Philatelic Exhibition was held in Dublin during 
November 1944 and that the organisers con
tacted the Post Office executive with a view to 
the exhibition of suitable material and 
perhaps, a sign o f approval from the Depart '. 
ment of Posts and Telegraphs. This request 
was resisted by the Stamping Branch at the 
t ime on the grounds of security who stated: " In 
particular, It has been thought necessary to 
keep phi latelists at a distance because they try 
to ferret out every detail of manufacture and 
then deliver their conclus ions in papers read 
before Philatelic Societies and in articles 
published in philatelic and other papers. Our 
primary concern in the production of printed 
material like postage stamps is security. This 
Branch has a record going back to 1922 of com
plete immunity from undesirable incidents 
. . . and it has always been considered that the 
best way to maintain this immunity is by a rigid 
policy of having nothing to do with philateli sts 
or with philatelic exhibitions." Needless to say, 
the Irish Phi late lic Exhibition organisers in 
1944 met with a blank refusal. 

Th is attitude is a far cry from the breath of 
fresh air wh ich swept thro' the closed room s of 
Dublin Castle in the early 1970's and blew away 
the cobwebs of negative thinking. It must be 

recorded that since 1972 at least , the Stamping 
Branch and the Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs have gone out of their way to inform 
and assist Phi latelists where practicable, to 
such an extent that the major prize at the an
nual STAM PA Exhibition in Dublin is the Stam
ping Branch Trophy. It shou ld also be recorded 
that with th is change in outlook and policy this 
writer is unaware of any breach of security, ma
jor or minor, despite the dire pred ictions stated 
in 1944. 

Reference to the Irish Philatelic Exhibition 
in 1944 prompts me to refer to the unofficial 
souvenir that was on sale at the exhibition. This 
souvenir was a plain envelope with a 112 d 
O'Cleary stamp overprinted in red 'Visit Irish 
Phi latelic Exhibition 1944' and 'cancelled ' with 
a circu lar postmark ' Irish Philatelic Exhibition 
Oct. 1944' and in an inner ring a date slug. From 
time to time some of these souvenirs turn up in 
Auctions or in trading advertisements at 
modest prices. Perhaps the prices reflect the 
fact that little has been written to date about 
this souvenir. It is the writer's opinion that this 
1944 souvenir is the most important Exhibition 
Souvenir to date and that no co llect ion of 
souvenirs can be judged to be complete 
without this item. The 1987 edition of the 
MacDonnell-Whyte STAMPS OF IRELAND is 
without a doubt the most authoritive, accurate 
and comprehensive catalogue of Irish stamps 
available but, suprisingly, it makes no 
reference to this souvenir. This omission may 
be an oversight or there may be a reason for 
non-inclusion. However, in the opinion of this 
writer, collectors should watch out for this 
souvenir while valuations are still reasonably 
modest. 

QUESTION CORNER 
A. The Hoban Issue (SEPT/OCT 81) was 

supposed to be a joint issue between 
Ire land and the US. The original date of 
issue was set to be 29 Sept. However, at 
the last minute the US delayed their 
stamp unti l Oct 13 due to a rate change 
from 18• to 20•. On 13 Oct. the US issued 
both an 18• and 20• version of the 
stamp. It is evident from the inscription 
on the envelope that some enterprising 
philatelists had intended to try for a 
joint First Day Cover for this issue but 
were foiled by the USPS. Since US Post 
Offices are not supposed to cancel 
foreign stamps alone on envelopes 
hence the 18• postage appl ied in the 
form of a coil to pre-pay the current first 
class rate on 29 Sept. 
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G eata B an Mainis tiu 

Na Couann 
by Bob Moskowitz 

Some time ago, I bought a pound of 
stamps (mission mixture, on piece). I sorted. I 
soaked. I mounted. I was left with a lot of 
duplicates a large bag of duplicates. How many 
could I trade? How many could I donate? Could 
I throw away the large remainder? (I had a vi
sion · my garbage collector calling EPA Head
quarters, evidence in hand). , 

Then I saw GEATA BAN MAINISTIR NA 
CORANN. It was the longest name I had ever 
seen on a postmark. Each letter was clear 
enough to read. The stamp was neatly encircl
ed by the circular datestamp. True, the stamp 
had suffered a little and only the year was visi
ble but that name - GBMNC! Did people really 
say " I live in GEATA BAN MAINISTIR NA COR
ANN". Where was it? What was its English 
equivalent? I was compelled. 

My first source of information was " Eolai 
an Phoist" (Post Office Guide), Vol. I, 1982 (still 
current and available at the GPO in Dublin for 
one Irish pound). Post Offices are listed 
alphabetically in Gaelic with the Engl ish 
equivalent. Post Offices are also listed in 
English with the complete name and address 
and with the same information in Gaelic. Alas, 
no GBMNC. I filed the piece planning to return 
to It later. 

In the meantime postmarks became a 
fascination. I began finding other intriguing 
Gaelic names, most identifiable. Occasionally, 
a treasure would appear: The Bank of Ireland 
Centenary (Scott# 558) with an ARMAGH (Nor
thern Ireland) circular date stamp almost 'Sock
on-the-nose'; from Dingle, Co. Kerry the five 
pound, one pound, 22p and 10p (Architecture 
series) neatly joined by a clear DAINGEAN CO. 
OFFALY. What possessed the sender to take 
such care in placing the stamps or the postal 
clerk in applying the date stamp? What pro
tected the stamps from tears, crayons, bends, 
and other hazards? I began taking more care in 
preparing my own mail. 

Then I found " Irish Postmarks Since 1840" 
by James Mackay and discovered that date 
stamps could be classified by types and soon 
notes and numbers from Mackay began to ap
pear in my collection - still more of an ac
cumulation than a collection. 

Finally, I discovered that my interest in the 
Gaelic language was growing. I purchased a 
dictionary and a set of records (Learning Gaelic 

· I am still, one year later, on lesson 1) and a 
helpful book, " A Pocket Guide to Irish Place 
Names by P. W. Joyce, which includes pro
nounciations. From thrs I learned that AR
MAGH derives from ARD - a height and MACHA 
· from Queen Macha, of the Golden Hair (We all 
remember her); and, that Daingean (Dingle) 
means a fortress. I learned also that BAN 
means 'white' and that, in Gaelic as in Latin, 
the adjective comes after the noun it modifies· 
therefore, 'GEATA BAN' must mean a whit~ 
something . .. a wh ite 9EATA. It sounded like 
gate. Back to the "Eolai An Phoist" and there it 
was· Whitegate, Mjd leton, Co Cork. The Gaelic 
was AN GEATA BAN MAIN ISTIR NA CORANN. 
But because the name was long the 'AN' was 
omitted from the circular date stamp. I had 
searched under 'G', not 'A' in the guide. 

A few weeks ago I came across a ten part 
article " Irish Postmarks from 1922 Onward" by 
the J.T. Howley. Describing his fascination with 
postmarks. He says, " This bug bit me ten years 
ago." His article includes an alphabetical 
listing of Post Offices by County, a most useful 
source of informat ion (See REVEALER, Whole 
number 130-139 Apri l 1978 to Summer 1980). (Ed 
Note: the REVEALERS are available from Back 
Issues or the article is available thru the 
Library). 

Like Mr. Howley, I too, was bitten by the 
bug. I cannot explain this fascination to myself; 
I have no plans to publish an article on 
postmarks (Ed note: Until I caught up with him). 
I have not even figured out a way to mount my 
collection/accumulation so that I can include 
all the information that interests me. And, of 
course, I cannot even begin to explain to my 
non-philatelic friends who sometimes ask why I 
collect stamps and - giving me strange looks 
-postmarks. The answer to this puzzle may be 
simply that the prime requisite of a hobby is 
'enjoyment'. Explanat ions are not always 
possible or necessary. 
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The Maltese Cross 
by Hans Moxter 

ATTENTION PLEASE! 
This appeal to all friend s of Irish Postal 

History goes to as many collectors as possible 
because I intend to do some good work and 
that means gathering plenty of informtion and 
counting on a large number of co llaborators. 
Therefore members of such groups as EPA, 
IPC, FAI and others are cordially invited to take 
part in a survey of material in their collections. 

What is the aim? 
In 1990 not only the world's first postage 

stamps will have their 150th birthday. We also 
celebrate simultaneously the 150th anniversary 
of the Maltese Cross, the world's first device 
for obliterating the earliest stamps. This jubilee 
is not only an English affair. Maltese Crosses 
(MCs) were distributed from London to the post 
offices in England, Wales, Scotland, IRELAND 
and the Channel Islands. 

Late in April 1840 the MC - devices were 
sent out to the postmasters together with a cir
cular, dated April 25th 1840, giving instructions 
how the new postage st amps should be 
cancelled. The official first use of stamps and 
obliterators was on May 6th, 1840, a Wednes
day, and we find that normally the MC had its 
last use during the month of June 1844, when it 
was replaced by devices with a number for 
each post office. Dr. Herbert Munk in Kohl 's 
Handbook c laims exceptional use of a few MCs 
as late as 1858, but this does not seem to affect 
our study of Ireland's MCs. 

Our AIM is to REGISTER carefully all MCs 
USED IN IRELAND with their possible 
peculiarities, their place of use and their 
earliest and latest dates of known employment. 
Such a register may include up to about 450 
post offices in Ireland, i.e., the whole 32 coun
ties of course. 

The first step in this operation is gathering 
in a list the name of the PO, county, as well as 
year and month of earliest and latest known 
use of its MC. Needless to say that only entire 
pieces of mail showing the MC and a clearly 
Identifiable namestamp with (normally) the 
date of posting are of use for this undertaking. 
If more than one datestamp appear on the let
ter, the earliest date usually indicates the place 
of posting. 

How Do We Reach Our Aim? 
I have already started compiling the list of 

postal towns with known use of MCs. For that 
purpose I was able to count on the valuable 

assistance of our fr iend Fred E. Dixon who had 
already earlier registered the MCs in the collec
tion of the late Thomas E. Field and in his own 
collection. I have then added my own items and 
right now 185 Irish post offices with their dates 
of use are registered. Publishing this list right 
now would be of little avail, because in a few 
weeks it will certainly be obsolete. From earlier 
research on the Dublin spoon cancellations 
and the Irish mileage marks I know well that 
research dealing with postal history depends 
on widely spread invest igation. 

You may collect a certain kind of 
postmarks for 40 years and then some 
newcomer to the hobby turns up with an item 
you have never seen before. He just was lucky 
to come at the right moment, when a cor
respondence was broken up after sleeping 
perhaps 100 years in some archive. This also 
applies to my object of research. Therefore I 
ask the reader to inspect her or his co llection 
and to copy (only) those letters with a very 
c lean impression of the MC and ALSO the 
BACK of the letter with possible date stamps. 

Only items that have been seen at least as 
a copy can be considered for registration . I 
shall also try to describe differing types of cer
tain towns, e.g. Dublin from where we know of 
nine or ten types already. 

Others, e.g. Belfast and Cork, also had 
more than one MC type, as was already noted 
in the Kohl Handbook some 60 years ago. By 
the way, the so-called " Irish MCs" with straight 
sidelines, known from Larger Irish towns 
(Dublin, Cork, Belfast) were all made, as It 
seems, in Ireland (Dubl in?) to replace earlier, 
worn-out British-made MCs with their curved 
side-lines. My earliest items of the Irish version 
of the MC date from March 1843. Who has 
earlier dates? 

Here we should mention that the MC 
always received attention from co llectors. This 
seems to be justified when considering that it 
certainly has some esthetic appeal as we also 
find it with some early postmarks of Spain or 
Sicily. But research on the MC has always been 
quickly abandoned, when it came to 
distinguish between different types. Mssrs. 
Alcock and Holland have in the late 1950s tried 
to get a grip on the MC and part ly succeeded 
with the more abnormal types. However, when 
it came to the common British type MC nobody 
wanted to touch it. The devil is in the detail here 
and most MCs are very similar to each other. 

To enter somewhat deeper into the matter I 
tried to approach the MC by taking it apart and 
measuring some of its details. This will not en
tirely solve the problem of classification, but 
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maybe it brings some alleviation. Here is my 
scheme for taking measurements: 

OUTER CROSS 
A = Height, normally between 18,0 and 

19,5 mms 
B = Distance between tips of indenta· 

tions, 9,0 to 11 ,0 mms 
C = Width inside indentations, between 

1,0 and 3,0 mms 
IN NER CROSS 

D = Height, normally 14,0 to 13,0 mms 
E = Inside distance 7,0 to 5,5 mms 
F = Distance between t ips 7,0 to 6,0 mms 

FOUR-POINTED INNER DIAMOND 
G = Height between 10,0 and 5,5 mms 
H = Inner distance 4,0 to 2,5 mms 
I = Distance between tips 7,0 to 4,0 mms 

~~ ~J ~ • ' . ' _sJ 

l~ c{? ~ ~ ~ 
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After having taken these measurements 
from only one single MC you will understand 
why I am putting so much emphasis on clean 
impressions of the MC for its evaluation. 

For the time being it is not necessary that 
you take any measurements and report them to 
me. Just look over those letters with clean to 
very clean impressions of the MC from Ireland 
and let me have a copy of front and back and 
perhaps possi~le further information as to the 
date of use. · . 

With regard to the colour of the ink used 
for cancelling you know. that at first all MCs 
were applied with red ink, which proved to be 
not ver.y satisfactory. So the black one penny 
stamp was changed to red and the ink of the 
MC to black. Apart from these two colours 
MCs also sometimes appear in almost all col: 
ours of the rainbow, which is due to the fact 
that mostly post masters were expected to 
prepare their own ink for the inking pad, a task 
that proved to be just too much for some of 
them. So they used what came into reach with 
the result that we now find plenty of colours 
and shades. When looking at the use and the 

types, we shall perhaps mention some of the 
inks, but they are of secondary importance 
only. 

I hope I have given you a push in the right 
direction an.~ it would be a great h.elp if you 
could report your clean and dateable MCs from 
Ireland to me. Do·it soon and consider that we 
still have to go a long way before FAI can put 
another of these green books on your table this 
time dealing with Ireland's Maltese Cro~ses. 
Contributors will of course be given due credit 
in such a publication, unless they ask not to be 
mentioned. 
. Your data and cop ies or in fact any ques· 

t1ons and commentaries dealing with the sub· 
ject should be sent to: Hans G. M OX T E R, Im 
Langenfeld 4, D-6272 Oberjosbach Federal 
Republic of Germany ' 
P.S. Who can supply a copy of the following cir· 
culars of the GPO London to the postmasters? 
Needed are circulars dated 25th April 1840 
29th April 1840 and 12th February 1841 all deal'. 
ing with the above subject. ' 

FROM THE BOOKSHELF 
by Jim Lavelle 

The system of 
asking for and receiv· 
ing items through the 
words of this column 
really does work. I 
want to thank all who 
have written , for the 
kind words of en· 
couragement and also 

to those who responded to my requests. Don 
Voorhees and Merrill Culver took care of the 
••*Clarion Calls*•• . 

A Warm Fuzzy Is given to Edie Hillman and 
to Dick McBride, another Fuzzy goes to Frank 
Holzmuller for the FAI Group in Germany and to 
Bill O'Connor for their book and pamphlet 
donations. A Warm Fuzzy went to Robert Benn· 
lnghoff for his financial donation and another 
Fuzzy has gone to Biii Murphy for his donation 
of magazine/newspaper articles and for pro· 
vldlng a source for other reproduced artic les. 
All of the above good peop le have kept me very 
busy and out of trouble. 

For sometime now I have heard that some 
readers are having problems with the page en· 
dings catching Jn the plastic spiral binder of 
their new FAI POSTAL STATIONERY CATALOG 
AND HANDBOOK. I replaced the plastic spiral 
for one that was one size larger (total cost was 
.30). I don't have that problem anymore. 
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Edie Hillman donated a book in the 
memory of her late friend William G. Bogg. Bill 
was also Edie's associate and business part· 
ner. Bill was an EPA member who worked out of 
Naples, FL as New England Stamps. (R.l.P.). 

We all know that our hobby relies on the 
written word and that is why our collection of 
books, magazines and newspaper articles 
rivals that of our stamp collections. I have seen 
absolutely beautiful layouts of newspaper clip· 
pings pertaining to our hobby. I have also seen 
some newspaper articles that were turning 
brown with age to the extent that they were 
almost if not unreadable. If your articles are 
suffering terminal zero because of th is brown· 
ing · listen-up! 

Use one tablet or two tablespoons of milk· 
of-magnesia as a mix with a quart of club soda 
(seltzer water to you Nuu Yawkers). Cool the 
mixture in the fridge for 8 hours. When ready to 
use, pour the solution in a pan long or wide 
enough to allow the clippings to lie flat. Do not 
stack. Let soak for about an hour. Remove the 
clipp ings and carefully place them between 
strong paper towels or absorbent cloth. Gently 
apply pressure to remove moisture from the 
clippings. Place them in a drying book (or 
telephone book) to dry. Job done. I recommend 
that you get a reproduced copy of the article(s) 
made at this point as browning will re-occur. 

There is a ***Clarion Call*** (I isten fort he 
sounds of the trumpets) for a copy of Vol 1985, 
No. 2 issue and Vol 1986, No. 1 issue of the 
IRISH PHILATELY (JOURNAL OF TH E IRISH 
PHILTELIC CIRCLE). All that is required is 
about the first 20 pages that pertain to Irish 
philately and not the club news. If you care to 
reproduce the pages and send it to the library, it 
would be appreciated. There is another 
***Clarion Call**" out for Issue No. 1 of the 
IRISH STAMP NEWS which Is put out by Ian 
Whyte of MacDonnell Whyte Ltd of Dublin. If 
you are interested in getting a subscription 
started, drop me a line and I' ll show you how. 
This ***Clarion Call*** is a toughie. When we 
get a copy, I will be able to index the complete 
25 issues to date. Ian Whyte has promised to 
keep us supplied with future issues. There are 
some very interesting articles with in these 
pages that have not appeared elsewhere. 

The eleven years of listings of IRISH 
PHILATELIC BULLETINS which Bill O'Connor 
donated is an excellent basic source of infor· 
mation on the individual stamp commemora· 
tions that are normally missing from the stamp 
catalogs. 

Frank HolzmUller, the current president of 
the very hard-working German-based Irish 

study group, the FAI, has promised this 
librarian that we shall receive a copy of each 
and every publication that the FAI will publish 
in the future. As you well know, these excellent 
publications are bilingual. 

David Felman once wrote and I quote 
" ... a philatelist without the necessary 
knowledge will not obtain the full enjoyment 
that is procurable from his or her particular in· 
terest or study ... " On the bookshelf of our 
library we have the tools for your use. You on ly 
have to ask for them. 

,, " 
TA ME AR MHAIN NA MHA/CE. 

FROM THE DESK 
OF THE EDITOR 

With this issue 
the REVEALER is 
back on schedule and 
with quite a few addi· 
tional articles which 
shows the tremen
dous interest in this 
publication. I would 
like to thank the 

authors of those articles, for without them, we 
would still be playing catch-up. I also would 
like to thank those of you who have written 
wishing me well and just expressing your in· 
terest in my activities. I have been pushing hard 
to accomplish my goal and now it is time to 
change gears. Our Winter issue will deadline on 
1 December 1987 and this will give me a little 
time to work on some format changes I have in 
mind. I appreciate your support and I will con
tinue to attempt to respond to your needs. 

Rumors have reached me concerning 
delays in the distribution of the REVEALER. I 
want to assure every member that all copies are 
mailed at the same time from Phoenix. 
Stateside they are set Third Class; Overseas to 
Ireland and England they are Bulk shipped to 
key locations and redispatched to their final 
destination. As a general rule of thumb you 
should receive your copy not later than 60 days 
after the deadline date for the issue, for 
stateside locations. If you do not receive it I 
suggest that you file a complaint with your 
local posmaster. Forms for this purpose are 
available in every Post Office. Your Postmaster 
has the means to track a publication from its 
source to its destination. 
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CAPEX Memories 
by Garvin F. Lohman 

From the Irish collectors and exhibitors 
standpoint, CAPEX was as fine an international 
show as last years AMERIPEX and INTERPHIL 
in 1976. Our EPA booth, located a stones throw 
of MacDonnell Whyte's bourse, acted as a cen· 
tral meeting place for the Irish collectors. The 
booth was nicely decorated and ably managed 
throughout the nine day show by our dedicated 
President , Eugene Labiuk. Over $600.00 was 
sold in Irish literature and souvenir cards and 
several new members were signed up. Well 
over a hundred visited our EPA booth. A big 
vote of thanks to you, Eugene, and your helpers 
for the great job of managing our EPA booth at 
CAPEX. 

Twenty-two members attended an ex-
cel lent Annual General Meeting conducted by 
President , Eugene Labiuk. Several reports w.ere 
presented and the best news of all • that the 
Revealer will be back on schedule (now you see 
the evidence)! The highlight of the AGM was 
the presentation of a certificate to Bill Zellers, 
naming him " Honorary Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the EPA" . Well deserved Bi ll and 
bravo! 

On Saturday, the eighth day, twenty of our 
members enjoyed a festive EPA meeting. The 
highlight of the meet ing a lovely colored slide 
presentation by Jack Madigan. Jack give a fine 
narration on the Irish overprints which included 
the proofs, errors, stereo settings and varieties. 
The O/P slide presentation will be available to 
our EPA Chapters sometimes in the near futu re. 

There was plenty of Irish material available 
from the dealers and it was rumored that 
several EPA members left CAPEX early and in 
barrels! Needless to say, the dealers with Irish 
stock did expectionally wel l. 

The exhibits of Ireland shown at CAPEX 
consituted what was probably the largest 
display of Irish material ever shown in an inter
national philatelic exhibit ion. With a large 
vermeil, a vermeil , two large silvers, three 
silvers and a silver/bronze, it was slightly 
stronger than the AMERIPEX showing. 

A large vermeil went to James Maher for 
his five frame showing of the overprints of 
Ireland. In addition to showing most of the over
print varieties in mint form, Jim displayed some 
fine covers, including a 1d Dollard invert on 
piece, 21hd Saorstat with missing accent on 
cover, and a rare 1d GB letter card with a f ive 
line overprint and an additional 1h d adhesive. 
Forgeries were shown on cover, as well as IRA 
censor markings and various combinations 

and improper use of overprinted stamps used 
outside o f Ireland and on overprinted stamps 
within. 

Patricia St ilwell-Walker received a vermeil 
for her six frames of " Ireland Postal History 
1661-1899". Noteworthly in the pre-stamp sec
tion were a 1661 manuscript "post paid to 
Dublin 4d" , 1700 CASHEL town name (earliest 
recorded), a " horse shoe" ~ haped 
RECHARGED/1 stamp on a 1746 entire, two 
"Window Man" receipts and a superb strike of 
the " Dockwra Type" mark. In the post 1840 sec
tion what caught the eye is a lovely 1840 cover 
with a strip of four of the Penny black paying 
the quadruple rate to the USA. Also of note Is a 
superb 1852 cover from Drogheda to the USA. 
The exhibit concludes with the scarce 
"MISSENT/to/Hd & Kn PACKET" from 1861 . 

Joseph E. Foley recei ved a large silver for 
an excellent showing in five frames of " Ireland; 
Postal History and Postal Markings From the 
17th Century". Joe's exhibit leads off with a 
lovely 1658 entire London to Cashel. Notewor
thy in the exhibit was a Belfast forwarding 
agency cover and numerous Mulreadys with 
many lovely caricatures. 

Kenneth Magee was awarded a silver for 
his fine five frame exhibit "The lrlsh Malls 
1663-1840". Of note were several Interest ing 
ship letters sent with special rate's and with in
structional markings. Kenneth also received a 
large silver for his five frame showing of 
" Ireland 1840-1900". The exhibit was a nice 
showing of the unstamped and stamped let
ters, stamps, stationery, rates and cancella
tions. 

Bill Zellers received a silver for a lovely 5 
frame exhibit of " Ireland · Railway Philately" . 
Bill presented many rare railway stamps and 
covers sold by railways, under 1891 authoriza
tions of GPO, for payment for express letter car
riage on trains and their forerunners. 

Yours truly received a silver for six frames 
of "Ireland; Postal History 1672-1900". Last but 
not least MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. was awarded 
a silver/bronze in the literature section for 
"Stamps of Ireland", specialized catalogue. 

Jean L. MacDonald had a very nice display 
of the overprints which should have earned her 
a vermeil or better. Because the CAPEX com
mittee ·deemed that all fill-in exhibits would not 
be judged by the jury, Jean was not awarded a 
medal but was given a vermeil medal as a 
" Souven ir". In my opinion, the CAPEX 
organizers should have instructed th

1

e jury_ t? 
judge the fill -In exhibits as well. Jean s exh1b1t 
was tastefully done. The more difficult high 

(Continued on p. 47) 
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By popular request I will comment on how 
articles are to be submitted for publication. The 
answer is simple - any way you can. While I 
haven't been at this business very long I have 
never received an unsatisfactory article format
wise that is. If you can type and have a machine 
available, it would be nice if you could send it in 
double space draft. If not, write it out and I' ll 
type it at this end. I am not a Gaelic linguistic 
scholar. But I shall do my very best to properly 
represent the Irish language within my very 
limited capabilities. I attempt to verify each 
Irish word in any text received w ith the Post Of
fice Guide or with local peop le who are far more 
qualified than I. 

I would like to leave you with th is thought I 
found on a friend's correspondence " Friend
ship through Philately" - Happy Collecting. 

CAPEX MEMORIES 
(Continued) 

value Seahorses were well represented. Of par
ticular interest was the Thom 2d. die II black in
verted overprint on cover. 

All told there were 41 frames (656 pages) of 
excellent Irish material on display. London in 
1990 is the next big International showing and 

then there will be the next big American Inter
national in 1997 here in San Francisco. Let's 
hope for good showings at the above. 

--·-··-~··-- ...... post __ , ..... ----
··-----··-----

AN POST PHILATELIC BUREAU 
GENERAL POST OFFICE 
O'CONNELL STREET 
DUBLIN 1 

1988 Irish Stamp Program 

SUBJECT 

1. Love Stamps 
2. 25th Anniv. of the Death 

of John F. Kennedy 
3. Statesman of Ireland 

W. T. Cosgrave 
4. Birth Centenary of 

Barry Fitzgerald 

5. Mlllenium of Dublin 
6. Irish in Australia 

7. Olympia Games 
8. 50th Anniversary of the 

Order of Malta Corps in 
Ireland 

9. Centenary of Chartered 
Accountants in Ireland 

10. EUROPA 
11. Sirius' Transatlantic 

Crossing 
12. 50th Anniversary of First 

Flying Boat Commercial 
Flight across the Atlantic 

13. Irish Security Forces 

14. Endangered Vegetation 

15. Christmas 

DENOMINATION DATE OF ISSUE 

24p, 28p 20 January 
46p 

28p 

30p 

24p 1 March 
26p 

28p, 39p 8 April 
30p 

24p 

28p, 39p 12 May 
24p 

30p 

24p, 28p, 7 July 
30p,46p 

24p, 28p, 7 Sept. 
46p 

24p, 28p 15 Nov. 
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IRELAND 
We are THE SPECIALISTS with the World's largest 
and most comprehensive stock of Irish Stamps and 
Postal History. We publish STAMPS OF IRELAND 
the specialized catalog ($13.95 by air) which is the 

authority on Irish Philately and /RISH STAMP NEWS 
($10.50 for 4 issues by air). 

FREE PRICE LIST ON REQUEST 
($1 .00 postage for airmail) 

Let u~ know your particular interests for photostats of 
items lrom stock without obligation to purchase 

AUCTIONS 
Public Auctions of Ireland and All-World held twice 

a year (licensed auctioneers). 
MAIL BIDDERS SPEC/ALLY CA TE RED FOR 

(Next catalog $1.00 by air). 
Members: ASDA New York 

Mac DONNELL WHYTE LTD. 
102 Leln1ter Road, Dublln 6, IRELAND 

Remember 10 men11on THE REVEALER 
when responding lo Advertlsemenls. 

E.P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 
The following irems may be ordered from Richard J. McBride. 153 Orchid Road, Meriden, CT 06450 U.S .A. All prices include 
p0s1agc and handling . Overseas add 50¢ for air mail. Make all cheques and money orders payable to Richard J. McBride. 

lrisli Overprint ldtntlfler - A clear plaslic overlay 10 help sort 
out your ·ovcrprinr issues. Wirh ir is a chart giving Scou and 
Gibbons numbers and an article on identifying the overprinrs. 
Price $4.50. 

Catalog ol tht Postal Ma rkings ol Dublin c. 1840-1922 - Sofr 
cover bookie! by William Kane. A mosr info rmari ve and 
derailed publicarion for rhc collecror of rhis phase of Irish phi· 
larcly. A mus1. Price $3.00. 

Die Meilenstempel Der lri.o;chtn Post - (The Mileage M arks of 
Ireland) 11108-1 1139 by Hans G. Moxter. 1985 Edirion . 64 pp. 
Tcx1 in Gennan and English. Published by FAI, the Irish Phi· 
larclic Group in Germany. Mosr infonnarive and well illus-
1ra1cd. A complere foring of all known Irish mileage marks . 
Price $3.50. 

Ireland - C 1taJogue ol Pufins - compiled and edired by 
Richard L . Mcwhinney. Published by The Pcrfins Club- 1984. 
34 pp. punched for 3 rinl! binder. The caraloguc is designed 
for use as an album a~ well as a caralogue. Only observed 
Pcrfins are caralogucd . Also, 2 pages of suspected or previ
ously reported designs. Price $5 .50, Supplemenr $1.00. 

"Die Gant.sachtn lrlands" - (The Pos1al Starionery of Ireland) 
by 0110 Jung. 19114 Edirion, 64 pp. Text in German & English. 
Published by FAI. rhe Irish Philarelic Group in Gennany. The 
musr specialized and complcre lisring of Irish posral s ra rioncry 
available . Well illusrratcd . Prices for mint and used in OM, 
IR£ & USS. Price $4.50. 

Tht Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Jrdand: 1858-1925 - James 
J. Brady's detailed srudy of Irish Revenue Stamps. All are in 
casy-10-follow caralog fonn with many details. A musr for rhe 
Aucrion. Price to members $2.25. 

E .P.A. Ruhber S tamp - The Ofticial Seal of rhe Associarion 
as seen on rhe front and a ll ·official Socicry papers has been 
made into a rubber s ramp available 10 our members. Dress up 
your envelopes and correspondence. Sold o nly 10 members ar 
$6.00. 

E.P.A. - AMERll'EX Souvenir Cards - Souvenir cards sold 
al the lnremarional fahibirion in Chicago in 1986. These 
handsome cards arc slighrly diffcrenr rhar those dis1ribu1cd 
with The REVEALER. These cards have an E .P.A. logo cen
tered in black wirh Eire Philarelic Associarion primed in green 
on the lop and Amcripex wirh dares in blue a1 rhe bollom. 
Cards are numbered. wirh a roral priming of 390. Cards avail
able from No. 230. Price $ J .00. 

E .P.A. - CAPEX Souvenir Card - The counrer pan 10 the 
AMERIPEX card . Produced for sale ar the CAPEX show in 
Toronto. Price $1.00. 

Undated N1mestamps or Ireland 1823- 1860 - by Bill Kane . 
This bookie! has been produced by FAI of West Germany. Jn 
English and German and records rhe colours. periods of usage 
on !he various rypes of rhe undaled namcsramps . Price to 
members $3.75. 

Post Office Guide or 1923 - Available: in rhc near furure. 
Prinred by rhe FAI of Wesr Germany. A lisring of rhe Irish Pusr 
Offices ar rhc rime . 

" Ole Gan:r.sachtn lrlands" - (The Posral Srarionery of Ire land) 
by 0110 Ju ng . 1987 Edltloo. Texr in Gennan & English . Pub
lished by FAI. the Irish Phila1elic Group in Gennany. This n.;w 
edirion is by far rhe mosr spccialii.ed and au1hori1a1ivc and 
gives a very complerc lisrini; of Ir ish posral s1ationery avail · 
able . Well illusrrarcd . Prices for mini and used in OM. IR£ & 
USS. Price S7 .SO . 


