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Spring 1988 

As I mentioned in my last 
message It has been my great 
pleasure over the past five 
years to meet with such 
knowledgeable people In the 
field of Irish philately as Bill 
Zellers, Joe Foley, Mike Glfney, 
Ian Whyte, Dave McDonnell 
and many more. But along with 
all of these people, the one per
son who has been a constant 
source of Inspiration to me has 

been our #1 EPA member Bill Hickey. 
I have spent many a long hour talking to and listening to Bill 

as he recalled the early years of the Society and the many famous 
people In our field that he has met and corresponded with. For 
those of you who collect literature on Irish Philately you wlll see 
his name mentioned In the acknowledgements especially on 
revenues. I had the privilege some years ago of buying his 
revenue material, which I used as the base for my exhibit, and 
which contains some rare and unique pieces. 

Bil l has given me batches o f correspondence that he has ac
cumulated over the years and I would like to relate to one such 
batch In this article. The material was correspondence between 
Bill and F.R.A. McCormick which laid the foundation for the EPA. 
Along with the letters there are 10 clippings from Linn's dated 
from May 9th 1949 to Sept. 15th 1950. Mr. McCormick was a dealer 
in Dublin at that time and he wrote on Irish philately on occasion 
for Linn's. A correspondent from Brooklyn, N.Y. asked why with 
all the Irish In the US was there not an Irish stamp club. Mr. Mc
Cormick posed the question In his column and within a short time 
Bill Hickey and Nell Stack corresponded with him and finally 
founded the EPA. In what must have been his last article for the 
paper on Sept. 15th, 1950, Mr. McCormick wrote, "The Eire 
Philatelic Association (EPA) for collectors of Irish stamps In the 
USA and elsewhere Is rapidly gaining ground, and Is going to do a 
big Job. If you collect Irish stamps and are Interested, contact me 
or W.P. Hickey, and ask for details." From such small beginnings 
we have come a long way. Thank you Bill and Nell, and thank you 
Frank if you can hear us from beyond. 

By the way, you would all pull your hair out if you saw the 
prices quoted for material back then. 

Just a reminder about our annual meeting at the Philatelic 
Show in Boxborough, Mass., May 6th-8th. There will be a general 
meeting from 1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday. We are making plans for the 
weekend so if you will be joining us please let me know soon. If 
anybody has any topics for discussion or any matters to bring 
before the board please send them to me. Until next time, good 
collecting to you all. 

DUBLIN STAMP SOCIETY 
40th Anniversary 

The Dublin Stamp Society 
will hold Its 40th anniversary 
celebration In the Buswells 
Hotel in Dublin Ireland on 20 
April 1988 at 8 p.m. A pictorial 
postmark will be available and 
a specifically designed cover 
can be ordered from the Hon. 
Secretary, James Kelly, 35 
Walnsfort Park, Terenure, 
Dublin 6. Cost for the serviced 
covers are as follows: (1) direct: 

60p, airmail 80p; (2) under separate cover: 90p, airmail £1.00. The 
Society welcomes your Interest and support. 
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From The Editor's Desk 
Well, the honeymoon is 

over between mysel f and The 
Revealer. The financia l 
rea lities o f life are settling in 
and I am being forced to face 
them. Due to ever increasing 
costs and this latest increase 
in postage rates in the US, I am 
forced to face facts and begin 
to limit the size and thus the 
scope of our journal. You w il l 
be seeing only 16·20 page 

issues and no more than one pamphlet (l ike those in the last 
Issue). Many more articles will be continued in future issues and 
authors will have to wait longer to see their materia l publi shed. I 
have made this decision to specifically avoid a dues increase to 
the membership. I am on record as to my views and opinions as to 
what I would like to make of our journal and will not belabor this 
point, but I want the biggest 'bang for the buck' or the most infor· 
mation going to you for the buck. Accordingly, I feel that these 
conservative measures are In order. Your opinions and sugges· 
!ions are most welcome and I would be delighted to hear from you 
on this subject. 

We are again honored to have the opinions of THE PREMIER 
AND MOST PROLIFIC editor in the past of our publication Judge 
J.J. Walsh. Many of our readers wi l l recall that Judge Walsh 
championed the cause of Irish Ph ilately by editing The Revealer 
for 16 years and produced 74 issues · a record that stands to this 
day as unexceeded. 

Our lead story this month as promised is one by Mr. Herman 
Herst who was a participant in the Singer tria ls In Dublin. It is also 
contained in the new reprint of his book NASSAU STREET, which 
has just appeared on the market published by Linn's Stamp 
News. This book contains stories and thoughts of one of 
America 's premier stamp dealers over the years and is being sold 
by Linn's for $20 US Hardcopy and $9.95 Soft cover. Send orders 
to Linn's Stamp News, Box 29, Sidney, Ohio 45365. 

FROM THE BOOKSHELF 
by Jim Lavelle 

This is a very busy time for 
Irish philately start ing with the 
St. Patrick's Day postcards 
and cancels through the Olym· 
pie issues and the continuous 
yearly celebrations of the 
Dublin Millenium over It all. An 
Post will give us a very in· 
teresting year. 

A Warm Fuzzy to Dick 
McBride for answering the 
Clarion Call for the Irish 

Philately issues which completes the latter period of the issues of 
the journals of the Irish Philatelic Circle. Warm Fuzzies are also 
due to new member Dr. Tom Wooldridge of Tupelo, Mississippi for 
his donation of a copy of Brady's Adhesive Revenue Stamps 
1858·1925, Part I and to Klaus Stange of West Germany for his 
program index for the Irish Stamp News issues. 

I have received two boxes of Irish philatelic material from 
Chairman of the Board Bill Zellers. Biii has been working with the 
John Blessington heirs to retrieve this material for the library. Bill 
says that there is another box of material coming. This material Is 
being worked on and is being indexed. A new index should be 
available for the Fall Issue of The Revealer. 

Ta me mhuln na mhuice 

THE LONE STAR CHAPTER 
by Jim Lavelle 

The Irish Stamp dealer firm 
of MacDonnell Whyte is com· 
ing to TEXPEX 'BB where they 
will have a booth. Padraig 
O'Shea of Raven Stamps has 
not made a final decision at 
this time to attend the show, 
however there will be 2B dealer 
booths at the show. 

TEXPEX 'BB Is the 92nd 
meeting of the Texas Philatelic 
Association and will be the 

first World's Series of Philately exhibition for the TPA. The show 
wil l be held In beautiful Corpus Christi on the Gulf of Mexico dur· 
ing the period 10·12 June 19BB and will honor "The Early Irish Set· 
tiers of South Texas". The show will have the appropriate Irish 
cachet covers with show cancels which include a shamrock. 

The exhibition portion of the show is complete and among 
other exhibits will be 10 Irish exhibits consisting of 63 frames of 
Irish material. An additional LONE STAR cachet cover with a St. 
Patrick's Day cancel from the USS TEXAS will be avai lable at the 
show besides the two cachet covers that we are preparing along 
with an appropriate stamp booklet of Irish gutter pair definitive 
Issues which will honor TEXPEX 'BB and the TPA along with the 
EPA and the LONE STAR Chapter. 

The month ly meetings of the San Antonio Study Group of the 
LONE STAR Chapter are Involved with preparations to make this 
show a success. The LONE STAR Chapter wil l have a show table 
and hopefully our own EPA cancel stamp. A meeting has been 
scheduled in a reserved room for LONE STAR and EPA members 
and their guests visiting the show. This meeting is scheduled for 1 
pm on 11 June. All EPA members and guests are cordially 
welcomed. There will also be a breakfast meeting for all Irish col· 
lectors, dealers and their guests, which is scheduled for B am on 
the 11th of June in the hotel restaurant. 

EPA members wishing to attend this show please contact Jim 
Lavelle at 522 Indigo Drive, San Antonio, Texas 7B216 or 
telephone 512·342·65BO for info or to make necessary ar· 
rangements. I do have copies of the show prospectus for a SASE. 



Raven Stamps 
16, Bridge Street, 

Cork, 
Ireland. 

Tel. (021) 508870 
500032 
500279 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
1. 1922 Collection of overprint proofs from Dollard & Thom including varieties 

$ 

and examples of the defaced plate - a total of 12 proofs including blocks. 125 

2 . 1922 Harrison Coil set of 5 used with CDS Sc15-18 . 60 

3. 1925 Narrow date 10 shilling value superb mint, never hinged Sc 79. 225 

4. 1935 Waterlow re engraved 10 shilling value, fine mint Sc 95. 355 

5. 1922-34 First definitive set !d to 1 shilling in fine mint, never hinged 
condition Sc 65-76. 

6. 1933 ld Coil perf 15 x imp. (single perf . ) superb used example with wmk 
inverted Sc 87A. 

7. 1940 ld Coil perf. 14 x imp . , fine mint never hinged Sc 105A. 

8. 1940-69 E wmk. postage due set, fine CDS used Sc 35-14. 

9. 1940- 70 Accumulation of different pre-decimal postage due covers with a 
guaranteed cat. value of $500.00. 

10. 1948-65 Airmail set of 7 fine mint never hinged, Sc cl-c7. 

11. 1948 3d and 6d Airmail values on plain FDC Sc c2 & c3. 

12. 1956 John Barry set in never hinged gutter block of 4. 

13. 1966 Easter Rising set on illustrated first day cover Sc206-13 . 

175 

175 

34 

40 

159 

21 

15 

165 

25 

14. 1972 Miniature sheet plated set of 14 showing eac h posit i on in the master s h eet. 135 

15. 1974 Rugby set in gutter pairs including the scarce dark 
cat. $78.00 

16. 1977 50p Olive booklet x 5 including scarce 7p pane . 

pri nting - total 
40 

40 

17. 1977 37p K size reg. envelope used example with additional CIE perfin adhesives . 11 

18. 1982 22p litho definitive set of 4 plate blocks of 4 from plates lA and 18 - 45 
scarce, only 500 sheets printed from these numbers. 

19. Accumulation of 140 postal stationery cut outs from 1922 to 1975 
be worth thousands if on entire. 

would 

20. 1922-85 Collection of political and propaganda labels and covers with many 
scarcer items - high cat value. 

80 

175 

The above represents a small selection of material currently available . Much of my 
stock is rarely listed as it is often turned over too rapidly - if you have any specific 
interests please let me know and I can advise you as and when material becomes availa ble. 
Payment for purchases may be made by cheque or credit card (Mastercharge, Visa, Diner s, 
American Express) and prompt refunds are made if not satisfied . 
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1922 Irish Overprints 
The Low Value Issues 

The Dollard Issue 
(Continued from previous Issue) 

Edited by M.H. Priestly 

5. Varieties. 
Errors in the British stamp. In the values over
printed by Dollard the engraving errors listed in 
the catalogue are as follows: 4d Break over 
FOUR (Row 19 Stamp 2), Breaks under FOUR 
(Row 5 Stamp 12), Broken crossbar of 4 (Row 19 
Stamp 4). 9d POSTAGE (Row 2 Stamp 1), 10d 
Broken frame line (Row 9 Stamp 1). In addition 
inverted watermarks are found on the 1d and 
the watermark reversed on the 5d (18). The QNE 
1d has been noted on the Dollard issue at Row 
20 Stamp 10 (19). 

The Breaks under FOUR variety is 
associated with a damaged frame line (20) and 
an earlier stage shows 9 breaks instead of 10 
(4). A diagonal break over the U may also be 
found on the Break over FOUR variety (21). A 
damaged scroll is recorded on the left side of 
the 1/z d, position unknown (22). 

A detailed study of the 10d broken frame 
line variety has been made, indicating stages in 
the flaw and a position on Stamp 12, row 
unknown (23). 

Inverted and doubled overprints. During March 
1922 three sheets of the 1/zd value were 
discovered with inverted overprint In the GPO in 
Dublin. They were ordered to be destroyed but 
one sheet and part of another had already been 
sold over the counter. The overprints of these 
sheets all are shifted to the right (24). The 
legitimacy of this variety seems to be establish
ed by a letter from the Postmaster General, 
although this letter admits to only one sheet 
(25). 

One sheet of the 1d value is supposed to 
have been sold in Dublin with the overprint 
shifted to the left and at least four sheets with 
well centred overprints came from unofficial 
channels, most with Control S22 (13). This value 
is also illustrated shifted towards the bottom 
(24). The 1/zd value is noted as being from Set
ting 1 and the 1d from Setting 2 (8). 

A lightly doubled overprint of the 1d value 
has been seen caused by shi fting of the sheet 
in the press (13). 

Misplaced overprints. Improper feeding of the 
sheets of unoverprinted stamps into the press 
resu lted in some cases to the date appearing 

wholly or partly on the next stamp below or 
Rialtas on the next stamp above (26). One sheet 
received no overprint on the six right hand 
stamps of each row, while the gutter and the 
bottom margin received 12 overprints. Ex
amples of stamps from this sheet show stain
ing (13). A list of the vertical misplacements 
comoi led from Meredith is given in Supplement 
16 (26), and are illustrated also by Perry Adams 
(27). 

Horizontal typeshift has been noted on the 
Vzd, 1d, 21/zd red, and 4d red values so great 
that the centre of the stamp is clear while parts 
of two overprints appear on the sides (28). The 
5d has also been seen with less extreme shi ft 
(26). 

Where the corner of the sheet was turned 
over, the overprint has been found on the gum
med side and part of the normal overprint is 
missing (29). Printing machine offsets, where 
the full overprint appears on the back of the 
stamp, are listed on the Vzd, 1d, 4d black and 
21/z d red (30). 

Stereo alignment flaws. Misalignment of 
stereos gives horizontal pairs in which one 
overprint is higher or lower than the other or 
vertical pairs with overprints at different levels 
(6). 60 out of alignment pairs can occur on a 
sheet (16). 

Type Flaws. A listing of the more obvious type 
flaws was made by Meredith in The Postage 
Stamps of Ireland 1922-1927, These are known 
as Meredith varieties and are the most collec
table (31). Other type flaws are of interest when 
the sheet posit ion can be established; detailed 
charts have been produced (32-34) and the Plate 
3 flaws identified (35). 

Damage to the Dollard 3x5 stereo results in 
flaws occurring 16 times per sheet. The most 
obvious is the raised c in the top right position 
of the stereo in Settings 2 and 3, but others are 
also found, one being the damaged c in the top 
left position in Setting 2 mentioned in the sec
tion on settings (36). 

An interesting flaw is found on the com
posite Setting 1 I Setting 3 plate. A heavy red 
mark appears between Rows 5 & 6 and Rows 15 
& 16 where the four stereos meet (6 times per 
sheet) (6). 

6. Controls. 
A description and listing of the controls 

found on the overprinted sheets is given in Sup
plement 30. The 21/zd black S221 and the 4d 
Black S221 Illustrated from the Field collection 
are possibly unic1ue (37) though both are listed 
in the catalogue (18). 
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The stamps were printed by Harrison and 
Sons who made various markings in the 
marginal line around the sheet to dist inguish 
between the GB plates. Details of these plates 
are given in Gibbons Specialised Catalogue of 
Great Britain Volume 2. Those used for the 
Dollard overprints are described in detail in 
Irish Philately (38) and sumarised in the 
Revealer (39). The controls and GB plates used 
for the proof sheets held by the London Postal 
Museum are also described (4). 

Forgeries. 
Most of the fake Dollard overprints ap

peared about the t ime of the discovery of the 1d 
inverted Dollard, casting doubt on the genuine 
specimens. Fake overprints appeared on the 
V2d, 1d, 4d and 9d values and even on the 2d 
and 1/ = values which were never overprinted 
by Dollard. 

The generally accepted explanation is that 
they were probably made by a rubber hand· 
stamp similar to the Dollard overprint, which 
was supplied to the fiscal and customs offices. 
These do not show any normal broken letters 
and the letters are less sharp than the printed 
(40). The ink of the overprint is usually pale. (25). 

A number of forged examples are ii· 
lustrated, which indicate that some came from 
the same source (9). and one is so poor that It 
would not deceive any collector (41). 

(1) Irish Philately Sep 69 pp 42-46. V. Linnell 
(2) Revealer Jan 76 p 1049. Kohl's Handbook 

tr. H. Zervas 
(3) Revealer Nov·Dec 55 p 243. P. Adams 
(4) Irish Philately Dec 78 p 75-77. C. Dulin & 

P. Williams 
(5) Revealer Jan-Feb 58 p 350. Editor 
(6) Revealer Supplement 21 Jun 65 p 89-96. 

H. Zervas 
(7) Revealer Apr 76 p 1076-1080. Kohl's 

HandbooktrH.Zervas 
(8) Revealer Supplement 12 Jul-Aug 63 p 

45·48. H. Fletcher 
(9) Revealer Winter 72 (actually 71) p 802-805. 

Editor 
(10) Revealer Jan-Mar 69 p 687-692. M. 

Priestley 
(11) Revealer Winter 70-71 p 752-753. M. 

Priestley 
(12) Revealer Apr-Jun 65 p 602. J. Foley 
(13) Revealer Jul 76 p 1088-1091. Kohl's Hand-

book tr H. Zervas 
(14) Revealer Jul 74 p 933. J. Foley 
(15) Revealer Jul 73 p 855. J. Brady 
(16) Revealer Apr 78 p 61-66 W. Meredith ed J. 

Folev 

(17) Revealer Mar-Apr 55 p 208, 212, 214. P. 
Adams 

(18) Stamps of Ireland Specialised Catalogue 
1987. MacDonnell Whyte 

(19) Irish Philately Jun 87 p 26. P. Williams 
(20) Irish Philately Dec 75 p 75. C. Dulin 
(21) Revealer Oct-Dec 66 p 640-641. G. Brady 
(22) Revealer Jan 80 p 47. J. Howley 
(23) Revealer Apr-Jun 67 p 647, 649. G. Brady 
(24) Revealer Apr·Jun 57 p 316-317. J. Walsh 
(25) Revealer Supplement 14 Jan-Feb 64 p 

57·60. Editor 
(26) Revealer Supplement 16 Apr 64 p 65-68. 

Editor 
(27) Revealer Mar-Apr 56 p 261-262. P. Adams 
(28) Revealer Jul-Aug 56 p 278. P. Adams 
(29) Revealer Jul 74 p 933. F. Dixon 
(30) Revealer May-Jun 56 p 267-268. P. Adams 
(31) Revealer Jul 78 p 8·15. W. Meredith ed J. 

Foley 
(32) Revealer Oct 74 p 951·953. V. Linnell 
(33) Revealer Jan 75 p 968-970. V. Linnell 
(34) Revealer Apr 75 p 991-995. V. Linnell 
(35) Irish Phi lately Jan 70 p 72·73. M. Priestley 
(36) Irish Philately Jul 70 p 17-20. M. Priestley 
(37) Revealer Mar 67 p 133· 136. Editor 
(38) Irish Philately Jan 70 p 78-93. J. Munro 
(39) Revealer Supplement 44 Apr 70 p 201-204. 

J. Munro 
(40) Revealer Apr-Jun 68 p 673-674. Editor 
(41) Revealer Winter 82 p. 43 J. Foley 

IRISH PHILATELY 
OVER THE YEARS 

by John J. Walsh 

I was Introduced to Irish Philately in 1942 by a col lector friend 
who had lost interest in collecting the postal issues of the new 
political entity. His loss of interest was common among collec· 
tors. A new country always is popular, but the intial popularity 
had waned by the time of the Second World War. The large 
number of type variations o f the overprints, the difficulty of 
distinguishing the various issues by measurement, and the lack 
of commemoratives combined to discourage many. 

I purchased his collection, which was complete in values and 
Included first day issue of both the overprints and the first 
definitive issue, and included a copy of W.G. Meredith's " The 
Postage Stamps of Ireland 1922·1927". This resulted In a life-long 
love of Ireland and her stamps. For the next ten years. I sought 
out additional material. Occasionally, I found a dealer who was 
anxious to dispose of the unpopular country at modest prices. 
There was no publication In the United States to help my quest. I 
depended upon a few articles which appeared in British publica· 
tions. 

In 1951 , Neil Stack and a few pioneers founded E.P.A. and Neil 
was determined to spread the cause of Irish stamps with a 
publication. He chose the name The Revealer which sounded 
strange to my social friends. A " revealer" is one who makes 
publicly known what is concealed or hidden from view. Neil was 
determined to make known the pleasure to be found in collect ing 

(continued on p. 81) 
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Stamp Perforations 
by Max Harrow 

A study of the GB stamps printed by Har
rison and Sons, later overprinted by Ireland for 
its provisional issues indicates that there are 
essentially two perforation patterns on the 
sheets. One has a perforated bottom and left 
margin and the top and right margin are not per
forated. The second pattern is the exact reverse 
i.e., the bottom and left margins are not per
forated while the top and right are. These pat
terns result in both perforated and imper
forated control numbers. Another observible 
characteristic is that when there is an unusual
ly wide perforated side (left or right margin) so 
that it is the width of a stamp, then there is an 
additional vertical row of perforations present 
that delineates an additional row of stamps 
that is not there. Indeed, in one subject which 
has an unusually wide margin greater than the 
width of single stamp, the horizontal lines of 
perforations continue on fo r two or three holes 
beyo nd the verti cal perfo ration line in t he 
margin to the outer edge of the sheet. 

Perforation was accomplished by a single 
comb perforating machine. The basic operati ng 
device is a row of pins wh ich punch th rough the 
paper into a metal plate w ith ho les in it, into 
which the pins pass after going through the 
paper. A single comb will perforate the top and 
sides of a single row of stamps with each stri ke 
of the perforator. According to our observations 
the machine could perforate a row of thirteen 
stamps or more. It is peculiar to find this so, 
since perforation on only twelve stamps is 
needed. The machine itself has a movable bed 
on which the sheet can be placed and fixed 
with great accuracy. When the first strike is 
made, a catch is released and the bed together 
with its attached sheet moves forward to 
another catch exactly one stamp along. 
Another strike is made; the catch releases and 
the bed moves forward again; and so on until 
twenty-two strikes are made. There are twenty 
rows of stamps and one row of interpanneau 
gutters. The bed is now on the otherside of the 
perforator, and the sheet of stamps is removed. 
We have a sheet with a perforated control 
number. 

What follows is pure conjecture. There is 
no real evidence that the following takes place. 
But it does explain somewhat the formation of 
perforated and imperforated controls. 

As stated before, the bed is now on the 
other side of the perforator. Ordinarily, one 

would expect the operator to bring the bed back 
and repeat the operat ion. But suppose the bed 
will move accurately in both directions and for 
some reason it is preferred to place a sheet on 
the bed without bringing it back. If a new sheet 
is now accurately fixed to the bed and aligned 
so that the horizontal line of the comb strikes 
the top edge of the upper horizontal row of 
stamps on the first strike, after twenty-two 
strikes we end up with a sheet with an imper
forated control number and the bed is back 
where we started. Alternatively, if the bed is 
brought back and the sheet is fed in foot first 
instead of head first, the same imperforated 
control number is achieved. 

This is, of course, not certain. There is 
another observation that Is puzzling and that I 
cannot account for. On some subjects on the 
left or right side of the sheet there are rows of 
perforations coming in from the sheet e~ge · 
two to eight perforations wide. And there 1s no 
relationship between the number of holes com· 
ing in from the edge and the width of the imper
forated margin. There are wide margins with no 
perforations, normal margins with two perfora
tions. And narrow margins with f ive perfora
tions. Any explanations for this phenomeno n, 
and corrections of misstatements would be ap
preciated. 

Can You Identify This? 

Can anyone identify this cover and tell us about 
the flight on which it was carried? This informa
tion on the cover tells us that it was flown from 
New York to Shannon on August 26, 1963. It 
was then posted on arrival in Ireland on August 
28th at Charlestown, Co. Mayo. It is noted that 
the speed was 625 miles per hour. Therefore, 
the plane was a jet, probably a 707 or a DC-8. 
The information "Plane number: 536" has to be 
the clue to the identity of the flight. But what 
was it? Both Irish International (Aer Lingus) and 
8.0.A.C. (British) used letters to designate the 
plane number. 

If you can furnish any Insight as to reason 
for the special cover please contact the editor. 
Thank you very much. 
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EARLY REGISTRATION 
AND THE WINDOW-MEN 

The Revealer 

by James A. Mackay 

I read the articles by Pat Walker and Tony Booth-Jones with 
great interest, but feel that the position is still not as c lear as i t 
might be. In particu lar I must disagree w ith the 
latter when he denies that Ireland had a registration system "as 
we know it" until 1841; and I think that I can demonstrate that the 
famous Windowman receipts had quite a lot to do with registra
tion. 

First of all, can we clear up the mystery regarding the Wln
dowmen? They were nothing more or less than what we now·a· 
days call counter clerks. The trouble Is that most people . In· 
e luding postal historians · visualise the post office of the early 
nineteenth century through present-day eyes. Public counters did 
not come into vogue until the 1850s, and in many places not till 
very much later. There was no public counter, or even indoor ac· 
comodation for the public, in post offices prior to that time. When 
you went to your friendly neighborhood receiving house to post a 
letter, you handed it in through the window to the receiver. After 
1840 you bought your stamps In exactly the same manner and 
from 1841 you could register letters likewise. This rough and 
ready system sufficed for all of the provincial offices, but the 
chief metropolitan offices (London, Dublin and Edinburgh) had to 
have something more elaborate because of the volume of 
business which they transacted. From quite early times, 
therefore, Establishment records show that certain relatively 
highly paid clerks were designated as Windowmen, their duties 
being to man the purpose of handling prepaid letters - at that time 
the only type of mai I which actually required treatment at the 
point of collection from the public. In 1840 we find licences from 
the Stamp Office (Inland Revenue) being taken out on behalf of 
the respective Windowmen in London, Edinburgh and Dublin 
enabling them to sell stamps to the public. 

Actually there are many post offices around the world to th is 
day in which the public are served through old -fashioned win· 
dows. Some examples that immediately spring to mind include 
the head office In Venice and the general post office in Lima, 
Peru, both of which have courtyards open to the skies, w ith win
dows on three sides of the interior, through which the public are 
served. I might add 'hat the general post office In downtown 
Honolulu also has external windows of this kind for certain 
classes o f business even though most ordinary business is con
ducted inside a lobby of more conventional appearance. Next 
time you are in the main post office in New York City take a c lose 
look at the archi tecture and you wil l see that the public is served 
through w indows. Indeed, it is only In Britain and Ireland that the 
open counter system was ever really widespread, although the 
erection of anti-bandit sceens in recent years has reverted to the 
traditional c losed-in appearance. 

Incidentally, the term Windowman seems to have survived un
til the mid-1850s when open counters were Introduced and the 
grades of Countermen and Counterwomen were introduced. 
When branch offices were established in the 1870s in the larger 
towns and ci ties it was customary to have an all-female staff paid 
at the rate of a pound a week. The person in charge rejoiced in the 
splendid ti t le o f Svperintending Counterwoman and she who held 
this lofty position was remunerated at twice the average rate. By 
the 1880s, however, the term Counter Clerk, still in use, was 
becoming more common. 
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Seige of Paris Balloon Flights 
by William J. Murphy 

During the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, the city of Paris 
was beselged by the Prussian army. Al l means of communica· 
lions with the outside world were cut off. Several schemes for get· 
ting messages out of Par.is were considered but the method 
chosen Involved the use of manned balloons or "Ballon Montes" 
as they were called in French. 

During the four and one-halt months that Paris was under 
seige a total of 55 mall carrying balloons were flown from Paris. 
They carried over 11,000 kilos (24,000 lbs) of mail, 238 passengers, 
361 pigeons and 5 dogs. The fl ights were extremely successful, all 
landed in friendly territory except tor six that were captured by the 
enemy_ Two balloons were los t at sea, one off the coast of France 
in the Bay of Aracachon. At least some of the mail was recovered 
from both of these balloons. 

A total of about 2,500,000 letters were carried. It cost the 
postal authorities approximately 5,000 francs per flight for the 
balloon, the gas and the aeronaut's fee. With an average o f 50,000 
letters per flight and a tee of 20 centimes per letter, the post office 
had an income of 10,000 francs per flight. The postage to England 
and Ireland was 30 centimes. 

The flights themselves make an interesting study. One 
bal loon, the General Ulrich, on November 18th travelled a 
distance of only 22 miles In a flight lasting eight hours 45 
minutes. Another travelled only 6 miles in a flight lasting 20 
minutes and landed between the French and German armies. The 
mail was returned to Paris and flown on later flights. The longest 
flight was that of the Vi lle D'Orleans which left Paris on November 
24th and landed at Litjeld, Norway the following day. The total 
flight in a wind of extreme vio lence was about 822 miles in 14 
hours 45 minutes for an average speed of nearly 60 miles per hour. 
Another balloon having a long flight was carried In the wrong 
direction for 360 miles and landed near Rothenburg, Bavaria and 
of course was captured by the enemy. 

The following is a description of several letters and cards ad
dressed to Ireland that were carried from Paris by balloon during 
the seige. 

Postmark 

Oct. 9, 1870 

Oct. 12, 1870 

Descr iption of Balloon Fllg ht 

Flown October 12, 1870 e i ther on balloon 
"Washington" from Paris to Cambra! (Nord) or 
on balloon "Louis Blanc" from Paris to Tournal 
(Belgium). Both balloons left Paris on the same 
day - then by surface to Dublin. 

Flown on October 14, 1870 either in balloon 
"Godefroy Cavaignac" from Paris to Bar-le-Due 
(Meuse) or on balloon "J-ean Bart I" from Paris 
to Nogent-s-Seine. Both balloons left Paris on 
the 14th. · then by surface to Newtownmount
Kennedy, Co. Wicklow. 

(continued on p. 81) 
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STAMPA '87 & SESCAL '87 

Editor's Note: Although written by your editor I did 
not actually attend these events. B.B. Zellers provid
ed all of the information on SESCAL +one photo 
from STAMPA. Brian Warren provided five photos 
from $TAMPA + the Official Catalogue. I also 
gleaned some information on STAMPA from an 
editorial written by Ian Whyte in the Irish Stamp 
News, No. 26, Autumn 1987 published by McDon
nell Whyte. 

With STAMPA '87, October 15-18 , 1987 and 
SESCAL '87, October 16-18, 1987 being held on top 
of one another and with the information coming in 
so closely together on both exhibitions, one has a 
tendency to try and compare the two. Indeed, there 
were some likenesses but, of course, we all know that 
STAMPA is a national show andSESCALa local one. 

I shall deal with STAMPA '87 first. Ian Whyte, 
Vice President of STAMPA '87 Council and edjtor 
of the Irish Stamp News has expressed some disap
pointment in the show as to the number of exhibit 
frames. In an editorial appearing in the Irish Stamp 
News, he compares the show to one held in 
Liechtenstein that had over 550 frames. He notes cer
tain advantages in location, etc. He then takes the 
Irish government to task for their internal policies on 
VAT (Value Added Tax). It seems that Irish customs 
is requiring foreign dealers who wish to come to 
Ireland to do business at such shows to post a cash 
sum equal to 25% of the value of their imported 
stock, lo guarantee VAT collection & payment. Any 
balances due to dealers upon departure and accoun
ting usually takes 2-3 months to recoup. It is obvious 
that such restrictions seriously deter free and open 
business competition and may, in fact, work to pro
tect the local Irish dealers. Whatever the reason the 
bottom line according to Mr. Whyte, is low par
ticipation by both dealers and collectors. He ap
plauds An Post's support both financial and profes
sional. 

I find it very interesting that An Post and ST AM
PA are getting along so well. As some of us know 
this has not always been so. Not too long ago thos; 
involved with stamp production refused to even par
ticipate in exhibitions with collectors. Perhaps there 
is a lesson here. STAMPA, AN POST, FAI , EPA, 
IPC, collectors, and dealers alike do have some 
things in common. One basic premise is that we all 
recognize the importance of rising interest in l rish 
stamps. Accordingly, I have a few words of positive 
advise for the ST AMPA Council. First, identify your 
problems, specifically. Identify your assets. Marshal 
your forces to bring pressure to bear where change is 
needed. Eliminate negative thinking. Accentuate the 
positive aspects of Irish Philately. If government can 
get together with collectors to provide "financial & 
professional support" surely we can carry that union 

megasteps forward. 
There were 5 categories of exhibition competition 

in STAMPA. In the Specialized Area, G. Brady won 
a Silver medal + the Stamping Branch trophy for the 
Best Irish exhibit after 1922 with his exhibit entitled 
"The Irish Free State 1922-37". Selwyn Deason 
garnered a Silver + felicitations for his exhibit of 
" Irish Transitional Postal Stationery". F.E. Dixon 
took a Bronze for his " Irish Railway Letter Stamps" 
and B.B. Zellers snatched a Vermeil + the EPA 
Medal for his " Ireland - Railway Philately". 

In the Postal History Area, F.E. Dixon captured 
a second Bronze for his "lrish 'Spoons' ". N.K. 
Wright garnered a Vermeil + an EPA Certificate for 
her "Handstruck Stamps of Ireland". "Dublin Pen
ny Post and Marks of Receiving Houses" obtained a 
Bronze for M. Dittmann. "Irish Postal History to 
Mid 19th Century" took a Silver + felicitations for 
W.A. Moore. "Early Postal History of Cork" was 
awarded a Silver + an EPA Certificate for C.A. 
Ross. R.J . Smyth garnered a Silver for his " Duplex 
Cancellations of Dublin & District". While A. Mac
Coy received a Bronze for his "G. B. Used in 
Ireland". 

In the Thematic Area, H. Mitchell was awarded a 
Silver for his "Coaching Era" display. 

In the Literature competition, FAI received acer
tificate for its "5 Jahre FA1" fifth anniversary 
publication. Otto Jung captured a Silver + felicita
tions for his 1987 edition of "Die Ganzsachen 
Irlands". MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. was awarded a 
Bronze for its new catalogue "Stamps of Ireland". 

In the Novice competition, in the most important 
area of the exhibition in the author's opinion, M.E. 
Smith of Meath was awarded the novice trophy for 
his exhibit entitled " lrish Postal History". 

As always THE REVEALER staff wishes to con
gratulate all who worked so hard to promote Irish 
stamp coIJecting and to those who received awards. 
These people richly deserve our very great respect. 

However, even with the VAT problems the of
ficial catalogue shows there were 16 dealers 
represented in addition to An Post and the Federa
tion of Philatelic Societies of Ireland. Of these, it ap
pears that three were from outside Ireland and 2 were 
from Northern Ireland. 

SESCAL '87, held in California, was a bit dif
ferent. I don't have quite as much information 
available to me. So I wiJl relate what I have. Without 
a doubt the highlight of the exhibition for the Irish 
collector was the attendance of our very own Past 
President Eugene Labiuk with hi~ "G. B. Used in 
Ireland". Gene won a Vermeil Medal and the John 
Blessington Waterford Crystal Award for the best 
Irish Exhibit. Gene also spoke to the SOCAL chapter 
meeting held at the show. In attendance were 21 Irish 
collectors who had signed in and a score of other in
terested parties . 
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Be/Inda and Bob Kemper, who donated the Waterford 
crystal decanter John Blesslngton Award, are shown 
with Eugene Labiuk, the recipient of the award at 
SESCAL '87. 

Brian Warren accepting on behalf of Bill Zellers a 
Vermeil award for his exhibit at STAMPA '87 and the 
EPA Medal for Best Irish Exhibit. Presenting the award 
Is STAMPA Vice Chairman, Seamus Kearns. At left is 
Ian Whyte, STAMPA Secretary. 
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Part of the group of EPA members who attended 
the SO CAL Chapter meeting October 17, 1987 in 
Los Angeles, in con/unction with SESCAL. 

MAC DONNELL WHYTE LTD 

Ian Whyte eating a well earned sandwich with Kay 
Brophy no doubt showing him that sandwiches In 
America are "this big"! 

Part of the Postal Museum exhibit from An Post. Included in the 
photo Is an example of a moveable T.P.0. box plus artwork for the 
1937 Constitution stamp and earlier commemorative sets. 

SBSCAL 'B7 & STAMPA 'B7 
Gerard Brady T.D., receiving the Revenue 
Stamping Branch trophy from Gerard Harvey, 
Chief Executive of An Post for the best ex
hibit of Irish stamps issued since 1922 -
'The Irish Free State 1922·1937". 
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THE SHANAHAN STORY 
by Herman 'Pat' Herst, Jr. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This account is reprinted with permission of the 
author. It first appeared in Mr. Herst's book Stories to Collect 
Stamps By, 1968 and .is currently out of print, although it is slated 
to be reprinted by Linn's some time in the future. As you will see 
the author was an active observer of some of the "shenanigans at 
Shanahan's" and an actual participant in the third trial of Dr. 
Singer. He has given us his personal observations and one-on-one 
accounts of conversations with Dr. Singer. 

Philately each year attracts so many newcomers that even 
comparatively recent philatelic events are unknown to millions. 
Twenty-five years ago, the Shanahan case was philately's most 
discussed subject. Today it is an incident of which few are aware. 

The Shanahan story has been written up by an Irish author, 
Sheamus Brady, who covered the trial, the longest in Irish history. 
The book was called "Doctor of Millions," and it was so popular 
that it came out In paperback. 

Shanahan's was a small but respected auction firm in Dublin, 
selling mostly furniture and household goods. An enterprising 
Continental philatelist, Dr. Paul Singer, came to Dublin with an 
ambitious philatelic program. He started a philatelic magazine, 
called "Green Isle Philately." He almost literally covered the 
world with it, taking advantage of Ireland's low postage rates, 
sending a copy to every name on every mailing list he could get 
his hands on. 

Tucked away on an inside page was a small stamp auction. It 
wasn't a small auction for very long. As the auction grew, so did 
the mailing list. It was necessary to move to enlarged quarters as 
the magazine grew in s ize and in circulation. No charge was made 
for it; if a recipient were a member of eight different philatelic 
organizations, he might receive eight copies. 

In time, Green Isle Philately d isappeared, and in Its place ap· 
peared full blown auction catalogs. Even they grew. Each sale 
numbered up to two thousand lots; the extensively Illustrated 
catalogs grew to eighty and more pages each. Although printed 
on lightweight paper, the weight of the catalog approached a half 
pound each. Shanahan became the Irish Post Office's largest 
customer, as the sales began to take place on a weekly basis, 
with a reported malling of more than 25,000 catalogs each week. 

With the volume of business constantly increasing, the 
Shanahan problem became one of getting stamps to sell, not an 
easy task, especially in Ireland. Singer began making trips all over 
the world, to every continent, guaranteeing results with a smile. 
To pay for the collections he was bringing to Dublin, he solicited 
funds which he offered to invest with a guaranteed return of 50% 
or more year. He sent agents to all parts of Ireland, who were paid 
a liberal commission for all money they obtained, to be sent to 
Dublin. 

As earlier investors were paid a tremendous profit on their In
vestment (at the expense of later investors, it was later charged at 
the trial), more and more money came in. The money was grouped 
with other monies, and invested in a specific collection, or group 
of stamps, with each investor owning a portion according to how 
much he had invested. The stamps were sold, usually to another 
group of investors, of course at a profit. This went on, ad in· 
linitum, the same stamps building up and building up in price. 

Certain refinements were added. What Singer called "stop 
loss" insurance was instituted. Any buyer of an auction lot was 
guaranteed that ii at any future time, he decided to sell, for any 
reason, it would bring at least the price that he paid for it, less a 
nominal commission. One could even buy stamps, and leave them 
there and borrow money against them, getting 75% of the price 
paid, with Interest at 1 % a month. 

Money flowed in, not only from Ireland, but from all parts of 
the world, including the United States. The catalogs grew In size. 
The Investors were receiving a greater return than that which had 
been promised to them, and this only served to bring more money 
in as the news spread. The fact that stamps were selling in many 
cases for several times their worth did not seem to bother in· 
vestors nearly as much as it annoyed other dealers, and especial
ly other auctioneers. While everyone admitted that the pyramid 
game could not last, it continued to expand. 

In 1959, Dr. Singer reached his pinnacle, with his announce
ment that Shanahan had concluded arrangements to purchase 
what was the finest and most valuable collection in the world, 
that of Maurice Burrus, of France, for six mill ion dollars. He flew 
back from the Continent with a portion of it, to be greeted on ar· 
rival In Dublin by a "spontaneous" outpouring of people to honor 
him. (It was stated at the trial that Singer himself had arranged it, 
even to selecting the "For He's a Jolly Good Fellow" tune as the 
theme!) 

Singer enjoyed the fine Ille. Weighing about 350 pounds or 
more, and possessed of a ravenous ability to stow away food, he 
was a formidable character despite a ready smile and a facial tic 
that was so tantilizing that one had to turn away after observing it 
for a few seconds. (Unable to find a chair to accommodate him at 
a Dublin restaurant where he was once our host for dinner, he bor
rowed a piano bench to accommodate his girth. As an appetizer, 
he consumed almost a pound of raw steak, covered with raw 
eggs, after which he went on to a complete roasted duck, washing 
down each course with several bottles of wine.) 

Some years ago, some Irish nationalists dynamited the Lord 
Nelson Column which had stood in O'Connell Square in Dublin for 
over a century. When It happened, we thou1ght tha perhaps Singer 
had done it, until we realized that he is not too likely to return to 
Ireland. We had spent an evening at Singer's palatial home in 
Dublin; a dozen or so other Irish professional men, doctors, 
lawyers, educators were In attendance. The Lord Nelson monu· 
ment somehow came up. 

" It would cost fifty thousand pounds to demolish it," one 
guest said. 

"Maybe we can raise it right here,"answered Singer. "I ' ll give 
the first five thousand pounds." 

It was a safe gesture, for there was no seconder to the motion, 
but it did elevate Singer in the esteem of some of those attending, 
which was of course his original intention. 

The Shanahan empire tumbled to the ground the night of the 
party to celebrate the acquisition of the Burrus Collection. Singer 
gave superb parties. He would fly from London the entire or· 
chestra of Britain's society orchestra, that of Edmondo Ros. He 
once flew to Dublin the entire Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo to 
dance at one of his parties. But at the Burrus party, tragedy 
struck. 

While the guests were dancing, and Singer himself was 
playfully pouring champagne down the bodices of lady guests, 
the police arrived to advise him of the robbery of his offices. At 
first he must have thought it a well-planned and well-conceived 
theatrical stunt, for he refused to accept the statement of the of
ficers. However, the realization that he had indeed been robbed 
eventually sunk In when he was taken to headquarters for ques
tioning. 

A robbery was the last thing that Singer had allowed for in his 
plans, especially since he had overlooked the matter of In
surance. There is not doubt today that he had nothing to do with 
the robbery, and that it was a complete surprise, but as news 
swept Ireland, hundreds and thousands of investors in panic 
sought a return of their Investment. 

Brady's book Is recommended for those who are Interested in 
the series of Singer trials, which eventually ended with his ex
oneration. There were several trials, and It Is almost impossible to 
believe that things such as did happen could occur in Anglo· 
Saxon Jurisprudence. The foreman of the jury turned out to be an 
investor in the Shanahan company; the firm chosen by the Irish 
Government to be the liquidators were likewise investors. The 
guilty verdict that they brought In was of course set aside, and 
Singer was given a new trial, at the expense of the Irish Govern· 
ment. 

There were hearings, and there were trials. Singer was in· 
carcerated most of this time, and he used the time to study law. 
He became friendly with two fellow-prisoners who convinced him 
of their innocence. He wrote a brief for each one, saw that it was 
presented to the proper court, and although he was not allowed to 
plea for the prisoners for obvious reasons, each was released on 
appeal. He did almost as well for h imself. 

The Irish prosecutors felt that they had a ironclad case 
against Singer in the final trial. They reduced the charges that 
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had originally been filed to the one they felt most c ertain would 
lead to a convict ion. Since Singer had a free hand with expenses 
in this trial, he extended invitations to dealers in several coun
tries, most of them fel low auctioneers, promis ing them expenses 
and a liberal fee for coming to Dublin to testify. And as Christmas 
neared, in 1962, after t hree years o f legal battling, the fina l tria l 
got under way. 

Singer's phone call came on December 10, and on December 
14 I was on my way to Dublin. The tr ial was in progress. but I was 
not to go on the stand for some days, and Singer and his lawyers 
wanted to coach me on my answers. I expressed an interest to sit 
in on the trial that day, and permission was given by the attorneys 
to visit Green Street Court, where the tria l was in progress, provid· 
ed I did not let anyone know my identity. 

Little was happening at Green Street. other than mild legal 
sparring between opposing legal counsel. That night Singer gave 
a lit tle party for his "witnesses," two auctioneers for the Conti
nent whose names wi ll not be divulged for reasons which wi ll 
later become apparent. The next day, I was put to work appaising 
the Canadian and United Staes portions of the Shanahan stock. 
(One defense that Singer introduced was a statement that he was 
far from insolvent at the time of the robbery. and the consequent 
run on his funds, and that if the Irish Government had a llowed h im 
to continue his normal operations, he would have been able to 
meet all obligations. Thus, the value of the Shanahan assets 
became a m11t ter of considerable importance.) 

The Shanahan stamps were stored in what must have been the 
deepest dungeon in al l of Ireland, far underground in the caver
nous reaches of the National Bank, poorly lit, with the air so dank 
that the periodic distribution of traditional Irish eau de vie 
became a welcome pause in the appraisal. Two entire days were 
spent at this pursuit, pleasant insofar as the opportunity to ex
amine lovely stamps was concerned, but otherwise not too plea
sant. 

One afternoon, Singer asked me to leave the vaults a bit 
earlier, to visit the Green Street Court, in order to meet his 
counsel. There we made arrangements to discuss our proposed 
testimony. Singer was then enjoying relative freedom, and ex
pressed a desire to chat privately. Not far from the Court was a 
children's playground. Singer went to the very center, where tt1ere 
was no chance of any of the conversation 's being overheard. 
There, whi le I sat in a chi ld·s swing, Singer sat on a bench. 

"I'm going to win this case," I recall his having said, "and 
when I do, I expect to have a ll of the stamps returned to me, all 
two million pounds. When that happens, r 11 certainly have plenty 
for you to sell in your own auctions." 

I nodded, but gave no audible reply. 
"All that I want is for you to give test imony tomorrow a long 

the lines that my solicitors and I have worked out. Is this 
agreeable?" 

I explained that only one thing would characterize my 
testimony and that it had nothing to do w ith subtle rewards, or 
winning or losing a case. Since I would of course be under oath, 
only a desire to tell the truth would guide what testimony I was to 
give. Singer did not persist in offering rewards. 

The night before we were to be put on the stand, we spent 
several hours with the attorneys. Singer was not present. The 
discussion lasted several hours, until well past midnight. The 
Singer records were in deplorable condition. A lthough he had in· 
sisted that he was solvent, and that h is accounts were in perfect 
order, the accountants for the prosecution felt otherwise. The 
auctioneers from the Continent had already been coached in their 
responses. They were told they were to testify t hat certain prac
tices with which Singer had been charged were customary in the 
auctioning of postage stamps. The sell ing o f duplicate lots to dif· 
ferent bidders at different prices was an accepted c ustom. Pay
ment of a sum to an owner's account di fferent from the actual 
real ized price was not looked upon as anything wrong. 

There were other requests made of me that prompted me to 
ask Singer's counsel if they were convinced of his innocence. It 
was a rhetorical q uestion, for had they fe lt otherwise, they cer
tain ly would not have t o ld me. But they were not prepared for my 
volunteering that I was not quite as convinced as they were. They 
appeared aghast. 
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11 no longer was a matter of my g iving testimony which I felt 
would denigrate the legitimate stamp auctioneers of the United 
States and Great Britain. If the Continental auctioneers wished to 
test ify as to their practices, I could on ly express an opinion, but I 
was most definitely not w ill ing to state that hanky panky existed 
in Britain and American auctions to the extent that the Irish 
Government was charging was true w ith Shanahan. 

..If under oath, you were asked to give your opinion as to Dr. 
Singer's guilt or innocence, what would you say?" 

It d id not take long to supply the answer. Almost every stamp 
dealer in Britain and the United States was aware of the seeming 
Ponzi-type operation that was going on. 

.. This puts a completely d i fferent complexion on things," 
counsel suggested, " for if we put yo u on the stand you wi ll be 
subject to cross-questioning, and it is almost certain that you will 
be asked this question." 

Counsel asked permission to wit hdraw 10 an adjoining room 
to discuss this unexpected development. They soon returnerl 

"How soon can you leave Ireland?", we were asked. 
The next morning soon after the sun rose, one o f the solicitors 

met me in the lobby of the Hotel Shelburne. and the first plane 
leaving Dublin that morning had an American passenger. London
bounrJ. to make transfer to a Lo ndon-New York plane. Counsel 
was laking no chances that the Irish Governm ent might susoect a 
development of this type, and issue a subpoena to force my giving 
testimony at the tria l. 

On the way to t11e airport. the lawyer and I discussed the case. 
My expenses had already been taken care of; on the long distance 
phone. when Singer orig inally requested my coming to Dublin, it 
was emphasized that the tickets must be prov ided before depar· 
ture, and the hotel expenses guaranteed. These things were done. 
But I he fee for several days' time was to be paid later. I asked the 
lawyer how certain I was to receive the fee. 

" Why you are as certain to receive your fee, as we are to 
receive ours. 

At the t ime, the rep ly served to reas sure, but the irony of it did 
not become evident for some time. Nol only was my fee never 
paid , hut I subsequently learned tt1a t up to a year or more after the 
trial ended, the attorneys had not received theirs either. 

Tl1e Irish Government ignored most of the charges which had 
been levelled against Singer at the earlier trials, and decided to let 
his conviction or exoneration depend on the charge they felt most 
certain would stand up. But their j udicial incompetence, as 
shown in t11e earl ier legal hassling carried over very well. Singer 
was found not guilty. 

Indictments sti ll stood however against the Shanahan family, 
whom Singer had used in building the Shanahan auction firm 
from a small neighborhood affair to a multi-million dollar 
establishment, doing business with all parts of the wor ld. 

One evening, while we were in Dublin, the younger Shanahan, 
Jerome (the firm had been founded many years before ay his 
father. Desmond) was having cocktai ls with us, accompanied by 
his at tract ive wife, Diane, who had shortly before g iven birth to a 
child. It was before the revea ling chat with the attorneys. 

" Can' t you see that you are being usedr, I asked Jerome. His 
wife answered. 

" Sometimes I feel that w e are, but Dr. Singer assures us that it 
will all come out all right in the end." 

"But what i f it doesn't?", I asked. "After all, both of you are of· 
fic ials in the company." 

Diane answered again. 
"There are certain th ings in li fe tha t can never be taker away 

from one. When we met Dr. Singer, we had nothing, and there was 
little chance that we would ever have anything. Now we have a 
car. W e have a new house. I couldn't be here ii my baby did not 
have a nanny. I bel ieve in Dr. Singer, but even if he is wrong, we 
w ill o nly be where we would have been had we not met him." 

Jerome and Diane Shanahan were not as fortunate as Singer. 
Both were not only indicted, but tried, and found gui lty. It was evi· 
dent that they were not any more than more or less innocent ac
compl ices. Jerome knew nothing about stamps, and Diane's in
volvement in the f irm had been principally doing a few inconse
quentia l secretarial and book-keeping act s during and after auc
tions. Both received lenient punishment. 
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PARIS BALLOON FLIGHTS 

Oct. 27, 1870 

Nov. 30, 1870 

Dec. 27, 1870 

(continued from p. 76) 

Flown October 29, 1870 on balloon "Colonel 
Charras" from Paris to Langres -then by sur
face to Tuam, Co. Galway. 

Flown November 30, 1870 on balloon "Jules 
Favre II" from Paris to Belle-Isle-en-Mer (Mor
bihan) · then by surface to Dublin. 

Flown December 29, 1870 on balloon "Bayard" 
from Paris to La Mothe-Achard (Vendee) - then 
by surface to Carrlckmacross. 

Two additional covers are known_ However, the date In the 
postmarks Is illegible. Therefore the particular balloon flight on 
which they were carried cannot be determined. One Is addressed 
to Dublin and the other is addressed to Newtownmount-Kennedy, 
Co. Wicklow. The year 1871 is readable on the last letter. 

The pigeons carried from Paris on the balloon flights were us
ed to bring messages back to the city. These pigeons were taken 
to the city of Tours where the messages for Paris had been reduc
ed to microfilm. On November 16, 1870 the British General Post 
Office announced that messages of up to 20 words would be ac
cepted for transmission to Paris by Carrier Pigeon. The messages 
had to be in French and the charge was 5d. per.word plus 6d. for 
registration. It would be interesting to know If records exist of any 
messages sent from Ireland. 

The author wishes to thank Ronny Vogt for furnishing Informa
tion regarding the letters and cards sent to Ireland. 

QUESTION CORNER 

I would like to ask If any member has information on the 
stamp of which I have enclosed a drawing. 

It Is the 12p Architecture definitive from plate 1B, CCP1, posi
tion 8/2 which has a very strong line from '2' of twelve through 
the spire. I suspect that it may be a random printing variety but 
would like to know If It might be a constant variety. Any Informa
tion may be sent to James Collins, 6512 McNutt Way, Cypress, CA 
90630. 

--I have enclosed a photocopy of the front of a cover that I 
recently acquired. There are no markings on the reverse. 

Perhaps one of the readers might be able to explain why the 
1922 overprinted stamps of Ireland which were used were ap
parently allowed to pass through the malls, to mall a letter from 
Bromley & Beckenham locally IN ENGLAND (Kent) on April 14, 
1960. The stamp Is Scott #44. I am at a complete loss to explain 
this letter and hope that some readers will be able to shed some 
light on It. Readers with comments on this cover can contact the 
editor. 

THE SHANAHAN STORY 
(continued from p. 80) 

Singer's wife, a pleasant, mild-mannered woman who certain
ly must have been the most Innocent of the entire firm, remained 
still under indictment, when Singer's not gilty verdict was return
ed. No doubt the Irish Government would have liked to proceed 
against Irma Singer, once her husband was out of their clutches. 
They never had the chance. Paul and !rma Singer both made their 
way out of Ireland, by what means n'o one knows, but in Irma's 
case, the indictment still existed. 

As to their present whereabouts, one can only guess. They 
have been reported as living in either Toronto, West Germany or 
the Canary Islands, as they were seen by people who recognized 
them In all three places. That Singer now uses another name is 
commonly known, It Is Immaterial to present it here. The stamps 
reputed to be worth six million dollars were sold at auction by a 
reputable firm of stamp auctioneers in London. They are reported 
to have netted the liquidators of the firm something between two 
and three million dollars. The Investors lost everything, as after fl. 
quidation, there were no funds to pay even a portion of their prin
cipal. 

According to the charges made at the trial, there would seem 
to be several million dollars in cash the whereabouts of which is 
not known. It was alleged that the money was divided between 
Toronto, Switzerland, and South America. If the money did indeed 
exist, only Dr. Singer would know about it, and would know where 
It was. Dr. Singer is not talking on the subject, of course. 

Brady's "Doctor of Millions" is a highly recommended book to 
any who wish to know more about the Shanahan affair, especially 
the fascinating account of the legal battling that went on over the 
years between Singer's original arrest, and his exoneration. 

Brady had no way of knowing the additional facts, as given 
here, since if the Irish Government had known of the writer's 
presence in Dublin, it is possible that the outcome of the trial 
might have become quite different. 

/RISH PHILATELY 
(continued from p. 74) 

the stamps of the Emerald Isle. From Its first issue In January 
1951, our publication has created a renewed popularity for Irish 
philately not only In America but throughout the collecting world. 

Correspondence with Neil resulted In my becoming member 
No. 216. In looking over the original membership lists, I found that 
William Kane became No. 214 at the same time. Little did I know 
at the time that he would become my life-long friend. 

Neil asked me In January 1957 to take over the editorship of 
The Revealer. I knew nothing about editing a publication and ex
pressed great reluctance, but Neil was most persuasive. I should 
at least take over temporarily and my temporary editorship con
tinued until the summer of 1972_ 

Those sixteen years were among the most rewarding of my 
life. An editor cannot produce an issue by himself. He must seek 
out material and he does this by correspondence with others. The 
result is valuable research material available to our membership. I 
found lasting friendships established and through their efforts, 
whlle I never had an abundance of material left over from an 
Issue, we could complete an issue. 

Now that Pat Ryan has taken on the toga as editor, I urge our 
membership to give him the same support I enjoyed for such a 
long time. Not everyone can submit a major study of Irish stamps, 
but notes, comments and suggestions not only are of value but 
can generate further research. 

E.P.A. cannot function effectively without The Revealer and 
The Revealer cannot exist without the active support of the 
membership. 

May Pat Ryan find nis tenure as editor as satisfying and 
rewarding as I did. 
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PROVISIONAL ISSUES 
by Dr. Max Harrow 

"After successfully collecting the normals of the overprints, 
what's next?" To answer this frequently asked question one has 
to consider the major factor that makes these issues different 
from most others. They were overprinted In large enough quantity 
that new plates were constructed as old plates deteriorated with 
use. Each new plate differed in its setting from the previous set· 
tings so that it is possible to recognize an individual setting by its 
peculiar characteristics. These variations are " normal" to a par· 
Ocular setting if found in a sheet position that is proper to that 
setting, and deserves at least second consideration to those 
items generally considered normal, and before errors and other 
varieties listed in general catalogues. 

There are three settings tor Dollard, ten tor Thom five-line, two 
for Thom wide, and fi ve for Thom lhree·line. Setting 
characteristics are best studied in ful l sheets. But this is impossl· 
ble for the average collector today. It Is quite adequate, however, 
to Indicate lhese characteristic normal Identifiers for the various 
settings with single stamps or small multiples, provided that 
these items are identifiable as to sheet position by some small 
peculiarity of their own. 

Recently, I have had the opportunity to examine a small lot of 
twenty-five items in which the ·s' of 'Rialtas· is split. According to 
early writers, the split 's' is found in setting 5, 20/4, setting 7 & 8, 
17/8, 12 and setting 9 , 10/4. The problem is to determine the 
method o f discriminating these positions from single stamps. 
Close examination Indicates four or five different varieties of the 
split 's'. My first thought was that the variations were simply con· 
tinuous deteriorations of the 's'. This may sti ll be partially true, 
but when I approached these variations as Individual items a pat· 
tern emerged. 

r 
Fortunalely, among the Items present was a single 2 1h d Thom 

red and a pair of the same stamp in which the left stamp has a 
split's' and the right a split 'I' in 'Rlaltas'. The 2 1hd Thom red pro· 
duced only from settings 8 & 9. The split 'I' is known in setting 8, 
17/8 one of the known positions. The ·s· Is split in three. (See Fig 
1). The single 2'hd is in two parts (Fig 2) and could be either 17/12 
of the same setting or 10/4 of setting 9. However, the 17/12 known 
occasslonally to lack the tail entirely and because the item lack· 
ing the tall (Fig 3b) is cut straight across, I assume the 17/12 ap· 
pears as in fig. 3a or 3b. The 10/4 of settl~g 9 Is th~refore In two 
parts as shown in fig 2. This leaves only fig 4 In which the sharp 
tip of the broken stem recurves to the left. This is likely to be 20/4 
of sett ing five. I have found this on a 1d and 1s sta~~· Both of 
which used the fifth setting. Of course, this can be verified by fin· 
ding a split 's' as shown In figure 4 with attached tab at the bot· 
tom to Indicate it is from the twentieth row. 

Determining whether an item from row 17/8, 12 is from setting 
7 or 8 is impossible except from a large section. These two set· 
tings are so remarkably similar that it brings into quest.ion the 
separation Into two settings. The additional damaged nine and 
misalignments that appear In setting 8 could easily have ap· 
peared as a result of wear and shifting during the later stages of 
use of setting 7. 

I wish to repeat that any commentary on these matters is 
welcome and needed. Please address to 70 Sterling St, Beacon, 
NY 12508. 

One of the major differences of opinion between writers of 
overprint studies lies in another sett ing Identifier, the R/S. 
Meredith and Feldman state that the R/S is found on ly in 17/4, 5, 6 
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of setting 2 and 17/5, 6 of setting 3. Kohl adds to this 1215, 6 of set· 
ting 2. The later position is confused, at least In the English 
translation, by a statement that seems to indicate that row 12/1·6 
Is R/Se! Actually, the statement reads "R over Se In horizontal 
row subjects 1-6 .... ; Rover S horizontal row 12 subjects 5 and 6." 
There Is obviously some error here but I do think that Kohl meant 
that R/S does appear in row 12/5, 6. It sure looks like R/S, so much 
so that I wrote an article on line shifts assuming that line 12 of 
setting 2 was line 17 of setting three. This is further compounded 
by an illustration in Hibernian of two different lines of R/S that 
anybody reading Meredith or Feldman would assume were from 
setting 2 and 3. They are not; they are both from setting 2. 

So who is right? They both are. It Is a matter of definition. An 
examination of row 17 Indicates that in both settings 2 and 3, the 
' I' in 'Sealadac· Is to the right of the ' I' In Rialtas', while In row 12 
the 'l's arA one over the other. Thus Meredith and Feldman con· 
sider an item R/S when the 'I' of 'Sealadac' is to the right of the 't' 
above, while Kohl is more liberal in his definition. It Is these sorts 
of definitions that the EPA must rule upon before issuing its hand· 
book. There should be little left to Interpretation. How do you 
define R/S? 

For those interested in minutiae, I have received information 
that the paper used In low value overprints was made by Basted 
Mills and forwarded to Samuel Jones for gumming. It was then 
sent to Harrison and Sons for printing. I suspect they a so per· 
!orated the sheets. As to the high value paper, ii seems to have 
been made by R.D. Turner and Co. Since these stamps were 
engraved, the paper was damped before printing. They were not 
gummed until alter printing by Bradbury Wilkerson. I do not know 
who gummed or perforated these sheets. It is probable that these 
processes were also done by Bradbury Wilkerson. 

Oliver and Vellency state In " Postage Stamps of Great Britain 
(1840-1923)", London, 1923 that the reason that Dollard lost its 
overprint contract was that i ts plant was in the combat area dur· 
Ing " the troubles" between the pro and anti groups in regard to 
the establishment of the Irish Free State. There was no access to 
Dollard equipment or product. 

An item new to me, but probably known by others, appears In 
the design printed on the paper on the paper interpane strip of the 
stamps of Britain. The vertical bars are called 'pillars' and were 
Imprinted on the str ip to prevent unprinted watermarked paper 
from falling Into the hands of the public. 

Meredith mentions a short third line in the Dollard high values 
and lists them as major overprint errors. In his text, he mentions a 
short third line in the Thom 5-line high values and calls them 'in· 
terestlng'. He does not list them. Why? 

Confirmation for differentiation of the broken I of Rlal tas has 
been received from Michael Priestley. The broken Ria(l)tas is 
found in Thom setting 6 position 15/6 and setting 7 and 8 position 
17/9. In all positions the I is broken near the top, leaving a small 
portion of the top intact. In setting 6 of the remaining top looks 
like an acute accent (fig. 1) and In settings 7 and 9 it Is like a grave 
accent(fig. 2). As usual we are not able to differentiate settings 7 
and 8. Another item In which we have made some progress Is the 
wide sealad (ac) variety. These are found in Thom setting 3 (17/4) 
and setting 7 and 8 (1/8, 12). It seems to me that the c is noticeably 
dropped In setting 3. while In 7 and 8 the c is dropped slightly, if at 
all. Any further information on any one o f these Items will be ap· 
preclated. 

As Is known, there Is evidence that the four "Castle" hi-value 
overprints were not printed at Dublin Castle. Three of the lour 
were printed in GB. The question Is which one of the four was ac· 



Spring 1988 The Revealer Page83 

tually overprinted by Dublin Castle? An Informal survey Indicates 
that those willing to hazard a guess lean towards the composites. 
The mixed cliches, underinked, badly printed overprints have all 
the appearance of the hurried job, needed to fill an unexpected 
exigency, that one might expect from a relatively inexperienced 
printer. This Is not the work of experienced security printers In 
GB. 

It is believed that the Dollard hi-values were overprinted with a 
plate consisting of two stereos, 5x4, placed one above the other. 
This should result In any errors In the upper stereo being repeated 
In the lower stereo. The short third line appears, according to 
Meredith, and Kohl, In 1/4, 2/4, 6/4, 7/4, and 9/1. The first four posi· 
tions are stereo repeats. But the 9/1 position Is odd, since It Is not 
repeated (4/1) in the upper stereo. Kohl explains the 9/1 positions 
as having occurred through some other Irregularity In the lower 
stereo only. Hibernian does report a short third line at 4/1, thus ty· 
Ing the two stereos together very neatly. On the other hand, 
Feldman reports these at 1/4, 214, 6/4, 714, 7/11, and 9/1 . Who's 
right? 

It seems peculiar that of the two S/E varieties that are found In 
Saorstat setting 2, positions 7110, and, 10/10, the 7/10 should be 
soon corrected. Little Is known of the overprint plate makeup for 
the Saorstat series except for Priestley's conclusion, based on 
overprint flaws, that setting 5 was made from various parts of a 
10x6 stereo. At any rate, the stereos were cut and assembled so 
as to cover a single sheet pane. There were two of these pane 
assemblies, not necessarily identical, put together with a blank 
strip over the lnterpane gutter to flt the full sheet. It Is possible 
that setting 2 was differently designed than setting 5, but In any 
case the 10/10 position Oust above the gutter) was easily accessl· 
ble for repair, possibly more accessible that the 7/10 position. 
Was the 10/10 position not noticed by the printers? 

Considering that EPA is entertaining the notion of publishing 
a handbook on overprints, it Is time to clarify just what a hand· 
book Is. The first stage of publication of new discoveries, In any 
field, is the research paper published In a journal such as The 
Revealer. It is not until a large body of such journal papers Is got
ten together to form a consensus that a handbook Is possible. A 
handbook Is a consensus communication which does not Include 
any material that Is questioned by some authorities. Unfortunate
ly, when It comes to the overprints, there Is too much published 
on which there is no consensus. The researchers of the past: 
Meredith, Kohl, Feldman, et al. do not completely agree with each 
other. Yet, some of them have published "handbooks" which 
disagree in some respects with other " handbooks". Even on a 
more simple level, stamp catalogs do not agree, viz. whether or 
not the carmine Inking exists In the Dollard 9d red. 

This column seems to spend a good deal of space on the 
small details of recognition of setting Identifiers from a single 
stamp. The emphasis on Identifiers Is, In my opinion, an emphasis 
on the characteristic that most delinlates Ireland's provisionals: 
as much as the normals, or at least secondary to them. Obtaining 
these In positional pieces is most difficult these days, and being 
able to position an Identifying single stamp with assurance Is 
helpful to any collector. 

So I ask responses to my questions, no matter how little you 
think it helps. The smallest collection can have some material 
which clarifies a complex puzzle. Your responses, with verifying 
or exploding theories are most welcome. Perhaps, after reaching 
consensus, the handbook can be written. 

CHRISTMAS STAMPS 

RANDOM 

NOTES 

by Fred E. Dixon 

The 24p Is too drab and the design should have included an In
dication that It Is a detail from 15th century vestments associated 
with Waterford. There are 12 days of Christmas and it Is ridiculous 
to depict only three of them on the special bargain 21 p. There 
must be Irish subjects suitable for adaptation to Christmas stamp 
design. What about the Wren Boys? 

PROPAGANDA LABEL 

PUBLICATIONS 

I have been sent a 
photocopy of an Interesting 
label dated 1917, published 
by Fr Paul Anderson In San 
Francisco, depicting the 
Irish tricolour and American 
eagle. It quotes from 
Woodrow Wilson " WE 
SHALL FIGHT FOR THE 
RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 
OF SMALL NATIONS" and 
adds " IRELAND IS A NA· 
TION AND SHOULD BE 
FREE". 

James A. Mackay's tenth Postal History, for 1988, Is as full of 
Interesting discoveries and comments as Its predecessors. Price, 
Including postage, £5.30 In UK, £6.40 sterling elsewhere. 

John Anderson, Entrepreneur by Niall Brunlcardi, published 
by Elgse Books, Fermoy, is the first book to do justice to the 
founder and developer of the Irish Mall Coach system, who died In 
1820, a bankrupt largely because he had spent so much improving 
the mall roads. Price £6.99 

LABELS 
Although Dublin has existed for many more than 1000 years, 

and no one has discovered any significant happening in 988, 
preparations continue to celebrate a mlllenary In 1988. The logo 
designed for the occasion appears on a multicolour label. 

The annual OIAEACHTAS (roughly equivalent to the Welsh 
Elstedfod) was held In Dingle In October 1987, and there was an 
AN POST picture postcard of the Blasket Islands. The logo was 
used also on a large label, printed In white on green, Incor
porating the light of learning and the motto TIA AGUS TEANGA 
(Land and Language) 

RUBBER DATESTAMPS 
Although used earlier elsewhere in Ireland, Dublin does not 

seem to have used rubber datestamps until the 1890s. I recently 
found an example of 30 SEP 96, more than a year earlier than I 
have had hitherto. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Being In the hospital gave me a good excuse for not sending 

Christmas Cards, but I am very appreciative of the many which 
were sent to me. One deserving special mention was prepared 
well in advance by the Company of Goldsmiths of Dublin. Inside Is 
the 24p stamp issued 1 September 1987 to commemorate their 
350th anniversary, with a special day of issue cancellation. 
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We are THE SPECIALISTS with the World's largest 
and most comprehensive stock o f Irish S tamps and 
Postal History. We publish STAM PS OF IRELAND 
the specialized catalog ($13.95 by air) which is the 
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FREE PRIC E LIST ON REQUEST 
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Let us know your particular interests for photostats of 
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AUCTIONS 
Publ ic Auctions o f Ireland and All-World held twice 
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E.P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 

The follow ing items may be ordered from Richard J. McBride, 153 Orchid Road, Meriden, CT 06450 U.S.A. All prices include postage a nd 
handling. Overseas add 50' for air mail. Make all cheques and money orders payable to Richard J. McBride. 

Irish Overprint ldenlifier - A clear plastic overlay to help sort out 
your overprint issues. With it is a chart giving Scou and Gibbons 
numbers and an article on identifying the overprints. Price $4.50 

Catalog of the Postal Ma rkings of Dublin c. 1840-1922 - Soft 
cover booklet by William Kane. A most informative and detailed 
publica tio n for the collector of this phase of Irish philately. A 
must. Price $3.00 

Die Meilenstempel Der l rischen Pos t - (The Mi leage Marks of 
Ireland) 1808-1839 by Hans G. Moxter. 1985 Edition. 64 pp. Text 
in German and English. Published by FAI, the Irish Phi latelic 
Group in Germany. Most informative and well illustrated. A com
plete listing of all known Irish mileage marks. Price $3.50 

Ireland - Catalngue of Perfins - compiled and edited by Richard 
L. Mcwhinney. Published by The Perfins Club - 1984. 34 pp. pun
ched for 3 ring binder. The catalogue is designed for use as an 
album as well as catalogue. Only observed Perfins arc catalogued. 
Also, 2 pages of suspected or previously reported designs. Price 
$5.50, Supplement $1.00 

The Adhesive Revenue Sta mps of Irela nd: 1858- 1925 - James J. 
Brady's deta iled study of the Irish Revenue Stamps. All arc in 
easy-to-follow catalog form with many deta ils . A mus1 for 1he 
Auction. Price to members $2.25 

E. P .A. Rubber Sta mp ·The Official Seal of 1he Associat ion as 
seen on the front of all officia l Society papers has been made into a 
rubber stamp available to our members. Dress up your envelopes 
and correspondence. Sold only 10 members at $6.00 

E.P.A. CAP EX Souvenir Card - The counterpart to the 
AMER IPEX card. Produced for sale at the CAPEX show in 
Toromo. Price $1.00 

J ames Hoba n Cha pter Booklet - Produced to commemorate 
AMERIPEX, STAMPEX and VAPEX '86. Buff cover with the 
EPA seal on the front a nd 1he White House on the back in green. 
Comains a pair of the US 1985 Love stamps. Production Limit 
300. Price $2.25 

£ .P . A. - AMERIP EX Souvenir Cards - Souvenir cards sold a t the 
lnterna1ional Exhibition in Chicago in 1986. These handsome 
cards arc slightly different than those distributed with T he 
REVEALER. These cards have an E.P.A. logo centered in black 
with Eire Philatelic Associat ion printed in green on the top and 
Ameripcx with da tes in blue at the bo11om. Cards arc numbered, 
wilh a total printing of 390. Cards avai lable from No. 230. Price 
$1.00 

Unda ted Namestarnps of Ireland 1823-1860 - by Bi ll Kane. T his 
booklet has been produced by FAI of West Germany. In English 
and German and records the colours, periods of usage on the 
various types of undated namestamps. Price to members $3.75 

"Die Ganisachen lrlands" - (The Postal Stationery of Ireland) by 
0110 Jung. 1987 Edition, Text in German & English. Published by 
FAI, the Irish Philatelic Group in Germany. This new edition is by 
far the most specialized and authoritative and gives a very com
ple1e listing of Irish postal stationery available. Well illustra1~d. 
Prices for mint and used in DM, IR£ & US$. Price $7.50 

T he Post Office Guide of 1923 - This is a reprint by FA! of the 
Irish Free States fi rst guide. A must for postmark students - Price 
$5.00 

Irish Pos tal Ra tes Before 1840 - by F.E. Dixon. Produced by l·A I 
ii is in German and English. This publication li sts the Irish Postal 
Rates from 1657 to 1840. A superb guide for Postal Histo rians. 
Price $4.00 

T he Maritime Postmarks of Ireland - by Bernt Dienelt. Published 
by FAI it is the first of three booklets on the subject. An excellent 
reference for collectors of Paquebol and Mari time Postmarks . 
Printed in German and English. Price $4.50 

Railway Souvenir Sheets - Issued by 1he Railway Preservation 
Society of Ireland. One sheet of 8 railway scenes with 20p stamp 
$4.00 per sheet. O ne sheet with 4 railway scenes overprinted I .23 
priced at $8.00. Covers posted at Portrush Co. Antrim wi th 
souvenir cancelled Fee Paid priced at $2.00 ea. 


