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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Some weeks ago Bob Jones 

and I were invited to an Irish 
night at a local stamp club. The 
event was organized by a dealer 
member, John Broderick and he is 
to be praised for his efforts. He 
planned lhe event over several 
monlhs and spread lhe news at 
local stamp shows. Bob and I and 
John displayed some of our 

collections in Ameripex frames and interest was high. 
Traditional Irish refreshments were served to all and Irish 
philately and lhe EPA were well served by lhe event. This is 
the kind of enthusiasm that makes an association grow and 
prosper. We need many more people like John across the 
counlry and in Europe LO help atlract new collectors to our 
hobby. 

By the lime you read this it will be close LO the lime to pay 
dues for next year. In the past we have had a lot of trouble 
with payment of dues. It costs us a lot of lime and money to 
send out late notices so please, please send in your dues as 
soon as you get the notice. Over the past six months we have 
made an all out effort to contact people who have dropped out 
or who just forgot to send in their dues so I hope we will not 
have to go through this again. I think you will all agree it 
would be better to put all that extra cash into a bigger 
Revealer!! 

Have a good summer everyone and until next time happy 
hunting. f: 

Chapter Report 

COMMODOR E JOHN BARRY 

by Dave Brennan 

An executive meeting of lhe 
chapter was held on March 3rd at 
Lin Higgin's home. In attendance 
were the following: Joe Foley, 
Henry Bright, Mike Connolly , 
Dave Brennan and the President, 
Lin Higgins, himself. The agenda 
for the meeting at the collectors 
club was set for March 17th in 

conjunction with the lnterpex '90 Show. 
The meeting held at the collectors club held on SL Patrick's 

day was attended by the following: Joe Foley, Mike Connolly, 
Anne Crowe, Pal Lynch, and Jack McGuire. Jack McGuire 
suggested that An Post should issue one or more 
commemoratives for the upcoming anniversary of Columbus's 
landing in America. These issues would commemorate lhe part 
in history lhat tlle Irish played on lhe passage wilh Columbus. 
We must have played an important part in lhis expedition. 

(Continued on page 19) 
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GERMAN FAI 
CELEBRATED ST. 

PATRICK'S DAY AT 
DO RUM 

by Hans G. Moxter 

The weekend March 16th -
18th 1990 had long been 
eannarked by FAJ for their annual 
general meeting. This year it was 
at Dorum, a small fishertown and 
holiday resort north of 
Bremerhaven, where the German 
friends of Irish philately gathered. 
Among 40 auending members 

there were seven EPA members, a local chapter, one is 
tempted to think. We stayed at a small hotel, only about 200 
meters from the fishing port and from the estuary of the river 
Weser where it enters the North Sea. We had the place all for 
ourselves. 

A barrel of Guinness was available for the event and when 
the last members left, the barrel was empty. Friday night there 
was an unofficial gathering and on Saturday morning Manfred 
SCHOLLMA YER started the customary F Al-auction with 274 
lots of Irish material. Early in the afternoon the AGM began 
with reports by the different functionaries and, after approval, a 
new board of officers was elected: 

President: Heinz J. KUMPF (EPA) 
Vice-President: Bemd WEGNER 
Treasurer: Horst LAUDENBACH 
Secretary and Publications Service: Udo JARCZYNSKI (EPA) 
Manager Approval Circulations: Hans BERG DOLT 
Manager Auctions: Manfred SCHOLLMA YER 
New Issues Service: Heinz G. GRUNZ (EPA) 
Editor of DIE HARFE: Michael RUPP (EPA) 

The formalities over, the discussion turned to other 
subjects, especially, the PAI publication series of which two 
new numbers have just appeared. More are in preparation and 
we can claim that we have very experienced writers working 
our booklets. The evening dinner was followed by the usual 
raffle which turned out a big success under experienced 
guidance by Mrs. Hedy Bergdoll and our president A Mulready 
cover with Cork MC sold at US$ 280 - a top price indeed for 
this item donated by Dr. Schaaf. But there were also neckties 
and T-shirts and plenty of philatelic items to make the raffle a 
success. 

Before leaving for home most of us had a good breakfast 
and those who stayed another day had a chance to enjoy once 
more the delicious seafood prepared from the catch that had just 
arrived. 

A report from an AGM of PAI would not be complete 
without mentioning the lecture given by a distinguished 
collector on a theme of special interest. This year it was our 
member Manfred DilTMANN who gave us a splendid lecture 
on the Dublin Penny Post. We all agreed that we want a 
booklet on that very subject. • 

QUIZZES: A NEW SERIES 

by Charles J. G. Verge 

(Editor's Note: Quiz # 1 is on page 4 with answers on page 
15.) 

In this issue of The Revealer we start a new series 
designed to entertain you and to h71P you learn ~o~e about 
Irish stamps. philately and Postal History. A~ well 1t is hoped 
that you will gain some knowledge of the Irish language and 
of Irish history and geography as well, mainly as they relate to 
ourhobby. . · h 

Hopefully these quizzes (below is _the f~t of th~ e1g. t your 
editor has on hand) will help you gam an interest m different 
aspects of Irish philately and will tempt you to read more 
about the subject or start collecting that issue, that era or that 
theme. 

I would be most grateful if readers would comment ~n my 
efforts in putting these quizzes together and would al~ hke to 
receive indications from you in what areas or subjects you 
would wish to see quizzes being developed. I can be reached 
by writing to P.O. Box 2788, Postal Station 'D', O ttawa, 
Ontario, Canada KIP 5W8. i: 

1988-89 Vincent Linnell 
Award 

"G.E.R. lthe/I was presented the EPA Vincent Linnell Award 
for the best Revealer article in 1988-1989." Shown here are 
members of the Ashford (Middlesex) Philatelic Society 
admiring the desk pen set with EPA medal which is given to 
the award recipient. Left to right in front are Vicky Ashworth, 
/the//, Jack Peach and Michael Miles in the back. '.t 
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QUIZl 
Irish International Relations. 

Who are We? 
The object of Lhis quiz is to ask you to identify the postal 
entity (1) or individual(s) (2-10) who describe themselves in 
this quiz. 

1. I am a Caribbean island, settled by Irishmen, where the 
Irish brogue can still be heard. Which island am I? 

2. I am reputed to have sailed to America and my likeness 
can be found on a 1984 Irish commemorative. Who am I? 

3. We are three Presidents of the United States of America 
whose portraits appear on Irish stamps? Name us all? 

4. Three Irish saints are we. To Franconia went we. 
Christianize Wurzburg did we. There murdered were we. 
Whoare·we? 

5. I was an Austrian army cavalry lieutenant. I held a 
command in the Irish Mounted Constabulary. I was a 
Superintendent of police in Australia but I am most 
famous as an explorer. Who am I? 

6. I was born in 1685 in Halle, Gennany. What is considered 
to be my greatest work was perfonned in "Mr. Neale's 
Great Musick HaJI in Fishamble Street", Dublin, on April 
13, 1742. Who am I? 

7. Born in Ireland I spent most of my life painting. I died in 
England and probably will never be remembered as an 
artist. My claim to fame was the design of a prepaid 
envelope. Who am I? 

8. In 1984, Ireland and the U.S.A. honoured me by both 
issuing stamps with my likeness. I am a tenor and a 
Count. Who am I? 

9. On the 300th anniversary o f my birth, in 1951, France 
issued a stamp for me. 29 years later so did Ireland. The 
Irish commemorative was to celebrate the centenary of the 
arrival, in Ireland, of the Order I founded. Who am I? 

10. I was an architect and designed the most famous white 
house in the world. Who am I? 

POSTMARK CORNER 
by Hans G. Moxter 

MII.EAGE MARKS IDOWNl 
DOWN, Co.Down, LJ±__] 

From Mr. R S.Lynn of Roseville, NSW, Australia, a copy 
of a cover, dated 1827, has reached me, which shows very 
clearly the boxed (Type II) mileage marlc "DOWN I 74". In 

1985 I had listed this type as showing a "71" and being used 
between 1828 and 1831. The n~wly reported mileage now 
makes me doubt whether the earlier 71 was not perhaps a 
misreading of some poorer copies of the 74. If readers have a 
type 11 from Down I would like to hear from the m, if a 71 
reaJly exists. Otherwise I will correct my listing from 71 to 
now 74. 

MALTESE CROSSES BELFAST - CORK - DUBLIN 
In recent years we have learnt a lot about the MC in 

Ireland. One thing is that the B-C-D·towns, i.e. Belfast-Cork
Dublin, after having used nonnal British-style MCs replaced 
these cancellers by a new socalled Irish MC. For Dublin we 
know that British-style MC types were used till end of 
December 1842. In January the new Irish type replaced its 
predecessors. Obviously in Belfast and Cork the change took 
place at a later date. For Belfast the early Bri tish type shows 
up on letters till July 1843 and the Irish type appears first (at 
least as far as I can prove) in January 1844. From Cork the 
early type is still known to have been used up till August 
1843 and the Irish type is known from March 1844 on. Dear 
readers, kindly look at your covers from Belfast and Cork 
cancelled between July 1843 and March 1844 and Let me know 
the MC type and their date of use. We might thus close a gap 
in our knowledge. Thanks! * 

Lock in Your 
'90-'91 EPA 
Membership 

Dues are Due by 
31 August 1990 
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The 
DUBLIN 

JOURNAL 
by A. F. Finn 

POSTAL RATE INCREASES 
From 1 Jan. 1990 postal charges were increased in the 
Republic. The cost of posting a letter to Irish or other EC 
addresses went from 28p. to 30p. whilst the 24p. rate rose to 
26p. Air mail for all letters up to 20 grammes went up to 50p 
- this is an increase for 10 gramme letters formerly costing 
46p. and a reduction for 20 gramme letters formerly costing 
55p. - this reduction being introduced, it is believed, to benefit 
the business user. The charge increases are the first by An Post 
since Mar. '86. 
POST AL MUSEUM NEWS 
At one of his last official functions before stepping down as 
Chairman of An Post, Feargal Quinn presided at the opening 
of Stampa 89. He announced that an application had been made 
to the Department of the Taoiseach for funds to set up the 
Museum, with a proposed location at the Custom House 
Dock/Financial Services Centre site in Dublin. He also stated 
that this advance of plans was hoped to attract suitable loans, 
donations, and bequests of material to the Museum, and in 
support of this, some material from the collection of the late 
F.E. Dixon which has already been handed over to An Post for 
this purpose was displayed at the Exhibition. 
POSTAL RATE INCREASES • REACTION 
Public feeling is that the An Post charges are justified, the 
perception being that increases of 8.3% and 7.1 % in the main 
rates were due after a four year standstill. However, postal 
charges here still stand higher than in most other European 
countries - Germany, Italy, Denmark and Finland being the 
only countries with higher rates, and Irish business in 
particular criticises our rates for being appreciably higher than 
in the U.K. 
IRISH AIRMAIL STUDY GROUP 
The above group was formed and held its inaugural meeting 
during the Stampa 89 Exhibition in Dublin. The first edition 
of what is hoped to be a regular Bulletin has already been 
produced, and active and aspiring students of Irish airmails are 
asked to contact the organiser pro tern of the Group: Karl 
Winkelmann, Ballyward House, Manor Kilbride, Co. Wicklow 
for further details. 

STAMPA 89 
Once visitors became accustomed to the new location at the 
River Centre, Sir John Rogersons Quay (near Dublin city 
centre), overall reaction was good from collectors and dealers -
however some of the latter expressed a hope that in the smaller 
confines no great crowd rush would take place! One aspect 
which must also be improved is greater space for the 
competitive displays - it was not possible to pass between the 
frames if facing frames were being viewed simultaneously! 

BDT INTERNATIONAL 
Congratulations go to Dublin-bas~d security printers, BDT 
International, who now print stamps for over 40 countries 
worldwide. BDT is a sister company of the Irish domestic 
printers, Irish Security Stamp Printing Ltd, who have produced 
almost all the Irish issues, both commemorative and 
definitive, in recent years. 

No Post1cc Shmp 
Poshge will necaury if post"d in 

be p•id by 
Republic of lrcl1nd. 
It you do .attach 

Ucc.nJH . one it will cut 
011r Cosh. 

I BUSINESS UPl.Y SERVICE I Uc:t.nc• No. ON 1351 

CONCERN, -: 

1 UPPER CAMDEN STREET, 

DUBLIN, 2. 

. 

BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE 
An interesting addition to a collection of Business Reply 
Service envelopes is provided by the charity group "Concern" 
who print !his message on their reply paid envelopes (License 
No. Dn. 1353) - "No postage stamp necessary if posted in 
Republic of Ireland - If you do attach one it will cut our 
~··. 
PHILATELIC NEWS • NEW DEFINITIVE SERIES 
An Post representatives at Stampa confirmed that the new 
definitive series featuring "Irish Heritage and Treasures" would 
be issued in three phases during the years 1990/C)l. Later news 
confirms that the new set consists of 20 values ranging from 
Ip. to £5, the first six values featuring the six most used 
denominations going on sale on Thursday March 8th. The six 
values also show six separate designs, and Brian Warren now 
reports that altogether 11 designs will appear when the series 
is complete, with the intriguing possibility of a further 4 
designs being "held back in reserve" should the need for further 
denominations arise! 
ST AMP A 89 CARDS 
Unlike previous years, the Stampa postal cards did not carry 
any imprinted stamp design - and therefore cannot be classified 
as postal stationery. The recommended method of franking was 
with the 28p. "Mail-coach" commemorative - but some 
enterprising collectors (aware that two of the card designs were 
featured on previous stamp issues) franked the appropriate cards 
with either the 1979 Europa 12p. or the 1986 Bianconi 28p. 
values. There was one "catch" with the 1979 stamp - additional 
franking to make up the 24p. postage rate was required by the 
Post Office, but exceptionally the additional franking was 
permitted on the reverse. 
NEXT DAY DELIVERY 
To coincide with announcement of postal rate increases, An 
Post published its latest quarterly survey of deliveries. An 
astonishing claim of 94% of correctly addressed letters posted 
on time for night dispatch being delivered on the next working 
day appears in the report. As this survey took place in 
September, October and November '89, a deterioration has 
taken place - a postcard posted at the GPO Sat Feb. 17th. 1990 
wasn't postmarked until 12.30pm on Sun. 18th, and, despite 
being correctly addressed, wasn't delivered until Thursday 22nd. 
to Templeogue Dublin (distance 4 1/2 miles), in Postal 
District Dublin 6W. 
NEW DELIVERY OFFICES • DUBLIN 
Early last year, An Post acquired new premises, presently 
being converted, for its Parcels Delivery service (nationwide) at 
Long Mile Road Dublin. Further premises have now been 
acquired at Cardiff Lane (nr. Sir J. Rogerson's Quay) for a new 
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Your correct p-:istal address is 
6.W 

Failure to show this can 
result in a delay. 

Jetter/parcels Delivery Office to serve Dublin 2. And at 
Fortfield Rd. Terenure Delivery Office (established to serve the 
new Dublin fiSY.. district in 1988) a handstamp has been placed 
in use since Christmas on mis-addressed mail: "Your correct 
postal address is 6.W. I Failure to show this can result in a 
delay!" 

END OF DUBLIN • LIVERPOOL SERVICE 
After a span of 164 years, a tradition ended with the closing of 
the Dublin (in recent years Dun Laoghaire) - Liverpool Ferry 
service, on Jan. 9, 1990. 
On that day, the vessel "M.V. Earl William" left Dun 
Laoghaire port for the last time on a service that in recent 
years has been operated by the U.K. based "Sealink" company. 
Lack of sufficient traffic was cited as cause of the closure, 
with passengers in particular preferring the much shorter 3 1{2 
hour Dun Laoghaire-Holyhead service to the 8 1{2 hours spent 
aboard the Liverpool route - cheaper air routes also took their 
toll. 

rosted at Sola 
las t sailing "v Earl ;·:1l:iam 
live~?ocl tc D~n iao~~aire 

:=o:~·z~ 1.~· s;;;. 
:est sailing ~:; ~a::l Ulliam 
:un ~eo~haire to ~iv:rpool 

!S: :.:- /. ?iDL 

1-:r ~·ony Finn 
19 i.~n!iincto:;; Road 
-::a:x 6w 

19 •. en~.ingto:'I :.oad 
:;ui.LI'.' 6<: 

ome privately produced covers were carried aboard the last 
sailings in both directions - the Liverpool - Dun Laoghaire 
cover receiving the familiar "Paquebot" handstamp at Dun 
Laoghaire on arrival 9/1/90, whilst the card posted at 
Liverpool was franked with an (undated) eds of what appears to 
be the Liverpool "Paquebot" machine cancellation. 

NEW AIR ROUTES DUBLIN • Liverpool 
Following swiftly on news of the ferry closure, Manx Airways 
(and Ryanair) announced (following the withdrawal of Aer 
Lingus also from this route) that with effect from 15 Jan 
1990, they would provide air services between the two cities. 
To date (Feb. 90) inaugural covers have not been seen. 
LONDON-SHANNON-BARBADOS AL TERA TION 
The Irish leg of the Heathrow (London)-Shannon-Barbados 
service (see Irish Stamp News Autumn 1988) has been 
abandoned, according to a British Airways announcement in 
January this year. The new stop-over point will be at Lisbon, 
the intention apparently being to facilitate the extension of the 
service, which operates in winter time only, to other 
Caribbean destinations. 
PAN AM CEASES SHANNON SERVICE 
Finally, on the subject of air route news, further bad news for 
Shannon when Pan American Airways announced it was 
ceasing services through Shannon from Feb. 17th. this year. 
This now leaves Aer Lingus and Delta as the only scheduled 
carriers serving Ireland from the U.S.A. 
POST AL INCREASES/DECREASES 

10, 

The An Post Price Guide published since 1st. January reveals 
fW1her increases and a decrease. The postage due surcharge (the 
fee charged on underpaid/unpaid mail in addition to the 
deficiency) has increased from 17p to 20p. Th·e fee for Re
direction of mail goes to £13.50 (including the cost of 20 free 
Change of Address postcards). 
Ordinary stamped postcards are now however cheaper - 5 cards 
may now be purchased in a pack for £1.00 i.e. 20p. each 
against the postage value alone (not expressed on the cards) of 
26p., valid to Ireland, Britain, and E.C. countries only. 
IRISH AIRMAIL SOCIETY 
The Study Group has now changed its name to the above, and 
Vol. 1 No. 1 of its new Bulletin entitled "O.E. 78" has been 
published, the Editor, Karl Winkelmann, stating that it will be 
a quarterly publication. Features include "Airmails at 
Auction", a listing of 1988/89 Flights, and reports on hitherto 
little-known military airmail of the 1918-21 period. 
Subscriptions IR£ or GB£10 or US$15 p.a. 
NEW CHAIRMAN • AN POST 
The Minister for Communications has just announced (Mar. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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THE EUROPEAN 
AEROPOSTAL 

CONFERENCE, 1938 
by Charles J. G. Verge 

The purpose of this article is to illustrate Ire land 's 
participation in the European Aeropostal Conference of 1938 
by pointing out the different statistics and responses to 
questions provided by Ireland and some E uropean countries 
relative to the transport of air mail to and firom Ireland in the 
30s. Ireland did not participate in any of the Conferences called 
prior to the Brussels Conference to prepare for it However, the 
information provided will help the Irish postal historian or air 
mail enthusiast to acquire additional knowledge on Irish air 
mails. 

The Universal Postal Union (U.P.U.) spent most of the 
1930s on preparing for a European Aeropostal Conference to 
be held in Brussels in 1938. The following events led to this 
Conference. 

1- Unofficial Conference held at Brussels in October 1930. 
2- A Questionnaire sent out by the U.P.U. to be completed 

and returned to Berne by March 20, 1931. 
3- A preparatory Commfasion held at Praba. 

Czechoslovakia on June 8, 1931. 
4- International Bureau (U.P.U.) questionnaire June 25, 

1931. 
5- Circular letter (6572) from the U.P.U. dated August 12, 

1931. 
& Circular letter (283) from the U.P.U. dated January 14, 

1932. 
7- Limited Conference, The Hague, April 13-16, 1937. 
8- Limited Conference, Paris, June 15-19, 1937. 
The Unofficial Conference of October 1930 laid down the 

ground rules for the investigation of ways to improve the 
transport of air mails in Europe and, through the European 
networks, to the remainder of the world. It paid partic ular 
attention to questions relating to night air mails started in 
Central Europe and the possibility for their expansion. 
Airlines were taking on a greater role in providing quick and 
efficient delivery of mail. The English and the Germans, along 
with the French, were establishing new air routes faster than 
the Postal Administrations could deal with them. It became 
evident that, if air mail was to become a viable proposition, 
some kind of concened effort would be needed to ensure 
adequate acceleration of the mails and sound, efficient and 
effective air mail contracts. 

The preparatory Commission held at Praha in June of 1931 
reviewed the answers to a questionnaire that the different 
European Postal Auiliorities had been asked to fill in early 
1931. As a result. additional questions were raised and answers 
were required through requests emanating from the Bureau of 
the U.P.U. in the form of circular letters. 

Ireland answered but a few of the questions of the original 
survey. The questionnaire, mentioned above, contained three 
questions. Question Two, on the other hand, was subdivided 
into 6 parts. Ireland answered only Questions 1 and 2c. The 
questions and answers are listed below. 
Question 1 Importance of traffic. 

Letters and cards only exchanged between large European 

centres. The count and the weight should be made by the 
exchange office and effected on each of the deliveries made in 
the day. 

Ireland's answer: 

IR tate 

Total number and weight of letters and postal cards sent. 
by year, to the following European countries: 

Name of country 

Germany (1) 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Denmark 
Spain 
Finland 
Great Britain 
Greece 
Hungary 
Italy 

tvia 
Lithuania 

uxembourg 
orway 
etherlands 
Oland 
ortugal 
omania 

Sarre 
Sweden 
Switzerland 

zcchoslovakia 
urkcy 
.S.S.R. 
ougoslavia 
alta and Gibraltar 

Number of 
Letters & 
P. Cards 

275,418 
5,252 

105,716 
1,144 
5,096 

43,121 
676 

31,440,600 
4,004 
1,560 

112,671 
1,300 

884 
1,300 
2,132 

37,557 
1,456 
4,316 
1,664 

260 
7,124 

77,896 
8,268 
1,248 
2,808 
2,548 

14,768 

Weight 
(legs.) 

2,574 
49 

988 
11 
48 

403 
6 

293,837 
37 
15 

1,053 
12 
8 

12 
20 

351 
14 
40 
16 
2 

67 
728 
79 
12 
26 
24 

138 

N.B.: The number of air mails posted at Dublin does not 
·exceed 40 per day. The average weight of each piece of mail is 
1 ounce avoirdupois. 73% of the total number of air mails are 
destined for the London-Karachi service and 11 % to the 
European services. 

As well the following countries also provided information, in 
answer to Question l , concerning the mails that originated in 
their country and destined to Ireland. 

Belgium 

Total weight of probable air mails to Ireland (year): 500 kgs. 

Hungary 

Number of letters (year): 3,746 
Number of Post Cards (year): 970 
Total weight (year): 47.63 kgs. 
Total weight (day): 0.13 kg. 
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Romania 

Tot.al weight of letters (year): 20 kgs. 
Total weight of Post Cards: n/a 

Question 2 c) 

Airmail s urcharge: 

Should the surcharge be maintained or eliminated'? 

Ireland's answer: 

The Irish Office is of the opinion that the airmail surcharge 
be maintained. 

Ireland also provided additional infonnation as a result of 
lhe June 25, 1931 questionnaire from the Bureau International 
of the U.P.U. This information may be of help to the student 
of ainnails, particularly Irish acceptance flights. 

Country of 
destination 

Germany (1) 
Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Denmark 
Spain 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Greece 
Hungary 
Italy 
Latvia 
Lithuania 
Norway 
Netherlands 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Sweden 
Swi!Zerland 
Czechoslovakia 
U.S.S.R. 
Yougoslavia 

IRELAND (Free State) 

Daily weight (Letters 
and cards) of mails 
sent by surface 
means (kgs) 

7.650 
0.150 
2.660 
0.030 
0.140 
1.200 
0.005 
0.020 
7.800 
0.110 
0.040 
3.100 
0.040 
0.020 
0.060 
0.770 
0.040 
0.120 
0.050 
0.200 
2.160 
0.230 
0.080 
0.070 

Approximate 
% of air 
mails 

(2) 

(1) The proceedings of the Conference were compiled in 
French. I have kept that order in preparing the Tables. 
Therefore the French original does not result in an English 
alphabetic order. 

(2) Eight (8) mails, of an average 150 grammes, are sent, per 
day, to Great Britain to be included in its air mails to be 
sent LO other European countries. 

Other countries also provided additional information 
concerning their mails to Ireland: 

Country Weight by Hours % of Weight Sur- Weight 
of day (kg) of de- aiT (kg) charged of 
origin surface parture mail mail sur-

mail charged 
mail 
(kg) 

Germany (1) 16,000 3h55 3 0,480 0,200 
Belgium 1,000 5h15 0,010 0,006 
Latvia 0,800 I 6h1'0 
Switzerland 3,500 22h20 100 3.500 

The circular letters of August 1931 and January 1932, 
emanating from the U.P.U., enquired as to which air line 
company would be given the responsibility to exploit new 
routes should they be created. As well, the U.P.U. wished to 
know if countries were considering providing subsidies to the 
operator and what technical questions were raised by such new 
air mail routes. 

Ireland's answer to both these letters was; 

In the Irish Free State lhere exists no air mail service and 
no air line companies. 

Students of Irish air mails will recall that the European air 
carriers of the period and foreign governments were more 
interested in this mode of conveyance of the mails from the 
Irish territory than the Irish themselves. The acceleration of 
mails from the "Karlsruhe" from Galway to London in 1929 
and the experimental mght from Galway to Berlin in 1932 are 
cases in point. 

For the Irish, the full blown 1938 European Aeropostal 
Conference in Brussels, was one of look and listen. There are 
no recorded interventions from the two Irish delegaws. Ireland 
was represented at the conference by two of its senior postal 
employees, P. S. O'Heigheartaigh, its longtime Secretary of 
the Department of Posts and Telegraphs and the Deputy 
Director of Posts, S. S. Puirseal. At the conclusion of the 
Conference a final report was published which, for some 
unknown reason, was signed only by Mr. O'Heigheartaigh 

I hope that this article has been of interest LO the readers and 
has added a bit of information to the study of Irish 
aerophilately. $' 

THE DUBLIN JOURNAL 
(Continued from page 6) 

90) the appointment of a new Chairman for An Post - he is 
Vivian Murray, fonnerly with the Irish Goods Council and 
holder of a number of previous semi-State positions. One of 
his major tasks will be to tackle the continuing industrial 
problems and staff shortages (with Chief Executive Gerard 
Harvey) which continue to beset the postal service. $' 
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Irish Balloon Posts 
by William J. Murphy 

Covers carried on balloon flights are sort of "back of the 
book" items of aerophilate ly. Some of these flights were 
included in the series of articles by J. Brady in the Revealer in 
1973 to 1978. Th~ purpose of chis article is to present a shon 
description of all of the modem Irish balloon flights known to 
the author that carried covers or cards. Pictures of lhese covers 
or cards will be included. The first section will cover flights 
that took place in Ireland. The second section will cover flights 
of Irish balloons in other countries. 

Flights in Ireland 

24 September 1949 - Belfast 

- . . ·-
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The first balloon flight to carry "mail" in Ireland took place 
at Belfast on September 24th, 1949. This flight was made by 
the Dutch balloon "Henri Dunant" and was piloted by Nini and 
John Boesman and C. de Vos. The balloon ascended from 
Balmoral Fairgrounds during a benefit for the War Memorial 
Building Fund of North Ireland. It was the first ascent of a 
Dutch balloon in either Ireland or Great Britain. It is reported 
that a total of 74 cards were carried on this flight. All of the 
cards were signed by one of the balloonists. Although all of 
the cards seem to be franked with a ld. stamp, only part of 
them have a Belfast cancellation of September 26th, 1949. 

23 May 1956 - Dublin 

·' , 
~ 

"-:.~_ .......... 

The Dutch balloon "LIBELLE", piloted by the famous 
balloonists John and Nini Boesman, ascended from Dublin at 
the Weston Air Display on May 23rd, 1956. This was the first 

balloon flight in Eire to carry mail. Only 86 cards were carried 
on this flight. All were printed in red as pictured here. It 
appears that these cards were made for an earlier intended 
balloon flight The words "October 1952" and "Henri Dunant" 
have been scratched out. The "Henri Dunant" was the Dutch 
balloon that made the ascent in Belfast in 1949. 

29 September 1966 - Kilcullen, Co. Kildare 

: .) 
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The famous balloonist, Mrs. Nini Boesman made several 
balloon ascents from Kilcullen, Co. Kildare on September 
29th, 1986. The flights were in conjunction with the filming 
of the movie "Rocket to the Moon", based on the Jules Verne 
novel of the same name. A total of 86 cards were carried on 
one of the flights. Two of the film stars accompanied Mrs. 
Boesman on this flight 

2-7 October 1972- New Castle, Ballymahon, Co. Longford 

Oclo"-t' , ,.,,. - ?tfl 191'1 

Ol'OJl"\Md by 
THE DUBLtN 8AlLOOHING Ct.UO .. 

N•w C.uLl•o e.llylt'Ml~ol\, Co. '-""'VIOfd 
JREl ANO 

From October 2nd to 7th, 1972, the Hot Air Balloon 
Championships of Ireland took place at New Castle, 
Ballymahon, Co. Longford. Covers were carried by several of 
the balloons participating in this meet. These covers were 
printed in green and black. In addition each cover received a 
round "Balloon Post" sticker, and a red cachet with filled in 
data regarding the flight. All of the covers were posted at 
Ballymahon on October 3rd. The following is a listing of the 
lliglns Lhat carried mail: 

5 Oct- "Jules Verne" 
5 Oct - "Tar Baby" 
5 Oct - "Shy-Tot" 
5 Oct - "Oberon" 
5 Oct - "Carousel" 

5 Oct - "Firey Queen"* 
6 Oct- "Yellow Peril" 
6 Oct - "Esso" 
*not flown 
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26 November 1972 - Saintfield, Co. Down, Northern Ireland 

BELFAST llALLOOtllNC C•llB 
r-./oTa'f1)0f S. An<WI. 

S. c..dsb-.me CMdma, 
a.llut ST'S 4.fD 

On November 26th, 1972, the first hot air balloon flight 
organised by the newly formed Belfast Ballooning Club took 
place using the balloon "Yellow Peril" EI-ANP. The balloon 
ascent was from Saintfield in Co. Down. 11 miles south of 
Belfast. The flight lasted 35 minutes and flew to Sketerick 
House on Strangford Lough, a distance of 7 miles. The 
balloon was piloted by Maurice Cronin of the Dublin Balloon 
Club, with Terence Aston of the Belfast club as student pilot. 
The specially printed covers carried on ·the flight received a 
cachet describing the flight and were signed by Terence Aston. 
They were posted in the regular mail at Saintfield on 
November 27th. 

6 June 1986 - Tipperary 

• • 11 • J 
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OnMr~dtttchl 
p,o Ju\11t11u1• 
Pott1.Ktt200 
A•S03J $allbur'9 

On June 6th, 1986, the firs t official balloon mail was 
Oown in Ireland. This was in connection with special balloon 
meet to benefit the German "Pestalozzi Kinderdorf" 
organization was held at Tiobraid Arann (Tipperary). Two 
special postmarks were used by the Post Office for this 
occasion. One postmark was used for mail carried on the Irish 
balloon EI-BSH "Carling Black label." The mail on this 
balloon was carried as far as Ballyporeen (Beal Atha Poirin). It 
has a receiving stamp from the Post Office there. The other 
postmark was used for mail carried on the Auslrian balloon 
OE-AZP "Pro Juventute" This mail was carried as far as Cahir 
and has a receiving stamp from there. 

Flights in Other Countries 

23 October 1949 - Bregenz, Austria 

......... 

to~~cn9 ~ci Jlu~ebara 
CC~UI '.~ iL~:~:) 

On October 23, 1949 a special balloon flight took place in 
AusLria to benefit the "Kinderdorf' institution. This balloon 
flight started from Bregenz, Austria and landed near Augsburg, 
Germany. A few cards posted in Dublin on August 24th, 1949 
were carried on this balloon flight. The cards bear a special 
balloon cachet in black reading "OESTERREICHISCHER I 
BALLON- I POST-FLUG I BREGENZ 23.X.49.' 

9-12 April 1971 - Woburn Park, England 

•:~ 
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The 2nd International Hot Air Balloon Competition to be 
held in Great Britain took place on April 9th-12th, 1971. One 
of the balloons that participated in this meet was the Irish 
balloon "Tar Baby." Special cachet covers were flown in the 
"Tar Baby" when it was launched from Woburn Park and 
landed in Hoggeston 40 minutes later. One hundred covers 
were flown. 
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14-18 April 1976 - Skovde, Sweden 

··-
U9 

The first European Hot Air Balloon Championship took 
place at Skovde, Sweden on April 14th-18th, 1976. The Irish 
balloon EI-BAN "Bucephelus" participated in this meet. 
Cachet covers were carried in the Bucephelus on a flight during 
the meet. Most of the covers were signed by the pilot, Mike 
Alexander. '* 

Caricatures Deaiing with 
Postal Censorship in Ireland 

by Hans G. Moxter 

In 1983 Mairead Reynolds surprised us with her History of 
the Irish Post Office. On page 57, we found a caricature from 
Punch, where already, in 1844, a character by name of Paul 
Pry was shown - an unfaithful postal servant who inspected, 
in his way, letters and sometimes even destroyed them. In 
those days letters usually were not closed in the way we do it 
today, but were instead often folded and sealed. This kind of 
mail inspection was of course not officially recommended and, 
on the contrary, postal employees, taking part in such 
activities, were dismissed when discovered. Reading this 
booklet - which may be ordered also through the FAI
Literature Service - is not only enjoyable, but also very 
instructive for the collector of Irish postal history items. 

During my latest visit to Dublin a good friend showed me a 
copy of "The Emergency, Neutral Ireland 1939-45" by Bernard 
Share and published 1987 by Gill and Macmillan in Dublin. I 
found the 146 pages of text and the large number of 
illustrations so interesting that I bought a copy of the book 
before returning home. There I found a caricature dealing with 
daily office life at the Dublin Postal Censorship Office in 
Exchequer Street 

I believe that all readers of this article will enjoy especially 
this little drawing. From it we learn that obviously a 
considerable number of the staff were ladies. The bookshelf in 
the background shows as helpful tools for the censor 
dictionaries for Bulgarian, !Latvian, Yiddish, Sanscrit and a 
rhyme dictionary. Also a copy of the novel "The Scarlet 
Letter" is included. As can be seen also, sometimes reading 
other people's mail may even have been an enjoyable task. 
This book is still available in Dublin bookshops. '* 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor: 

Like any prudent organization the E.P.A. must attempt to 
run as much as possible like a business. In trying to keep our 
membership sales current it was necessary to send out over 
300 additional notices to members concerning non-payment of 
dues. Thankfully 140 of these members responded with their 
payments. The additional costs to our organization are great, 
therefore, please make the attempt to have your dues paid when 
the envelopes are sent to you prior to August 31 of each year. 
If mistakes are made, and they are, contact any officer and we 
will address the concern. 

William A. O'Connor, Treasurer 
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DEAR AN POST 
by Tom Polick 

A couple of months ago I read in separate newspaper 
accounts of two rings of 'stamp washers' being arrested. One 
was American and the other was British. 

These crooks bought large quantities of used stamps under 
the guise of being stamp dealers. They use chemicals to 'wash' 
the cancelling ink out and have some way to regum the 
stamps. The risky part of their scam must be in marketing and 
distributing their "loose" stamps. People get suspicious and 
someone calls the police. 

This organized crime approach steals from everybody that 
uses the postal system in that the cost of moving the 
fraudulent mail is subsidized by them. The cost of postage is 
expensive which makes successful thievery very profitable. 

But this criminal activity is only a small portion of the 
revenue loss from stamp reuse. A whole population of honest, 
hardworking and respectable citizens view the occasional reuse 
of uncancelled stamps as alright. The stamp is looked at as 
unused until it is cancelled. It's recycled and this problem is a 
common burden carried by all postal systems. But, there are 
changes that can be made to reduce the losses due to this 
problem. 

The first step is finding out how extensive the pro~lem is. 
The experts that can supply you with an accurate runmng tally 
are the stamp collectors that soak stamps off of paper. The 
glue, paste and other adhesives soak off differen~y and most 
often the stamp is damaged. A regular contact with a soaker 
will tell you what percentage and whether it's getting better or 
worse. . 

The most effective way to discourage reuse is clear 
cancellation and I believe the following recommendations 
merit your serious consideration: . 

I. Make cancellations larger so that they cover a wader and 
longer area. They will cancel a number of stamps including 
those that are improperly positioned, i.e. too low. So that 
portions of addresses are not obliterated with the larger designs, 
make them single line and open so that what's been cancelled 
can still be seen. 

2. Use a dark green ink for cancellations. Most typewriter 
ribbons, ballpoint pens and printing are black. The green ink 
would contrast to allow better legibility for both colors and 
lightly cancelled or "washed" stamps would be more 
noticeable. 

3. Allow unimpeachable postal customers, i.e., Bord 
Failte, Abbey Theatre, etc. to self cancel their own mail ~ith 
approved (larger, open design, green ink) to self-promoung 
slogan cancels. 

4. In small rural post offices where old badly worn date 
stamps are used as both a postmark and a cancel, encourage 
post.al patrons to self cancel their own mail with an assortment 

of slogan cancels that express their own feelings. HAPPY ST. 
PATRICK'S DAY, ... TAKE ME HOME TO MAYO, ... 
IRELAND'S GARDEN IS COUNTY WICKLOW ... These 
could be very popular where people visit the post office and 
the clerk can still postmark each envelope with the official 
postmark. 

The suggested changes would improve cancels, reduce the 
reuse problem and add new dimensions to customer and 
philatelic satisfaction. $-

VISIT GERMANY? 

If you ever come to Germany and pay a visit to the little 
town of Speyer with its medieval cathedral of German 
emperors you can see motifs like this chiseled in stone. You 
could design a German "Gerl" series of them. (Courtesy of 
O~J~~ • 



Summer 1990 TIIE REVEALER Page 13 

CENSORSHIP IN 
WORLD WAR II 

(Second part in a continuing series) 

THE S.P.1. through S.P.7. PROOFS 

by Charles J. G. Verge 

In the first installment of this series, we looked at Ireland 
and Neutrality in the Second World War. As part of that 
article, I provided, in Appendix 'A', a copy of a secret 
memorandum, dated June 16, 1939, from the Secretary to the 
Minister of Defence to The Controller of the Stationary Office. 
In this memorandum it was made mention that there was an 
urgent requirement to print censorship labels and slips. 

The Controller of the Stationary Office was quite diligent 
on receipt of this memorandum because a week later, on June 
23, 1939, Cahill & Co. Ltd sent Mr. Coyne proofs of the 
seven labels and slips (The firm calls them postal notices). 
The exchange of correspondence as well as copies of the proofs 
are illustrated with this article. 

Cahill & Co. Ltd, a Dublin firm which still exists today 
under different ownership, certainly printed the first order of 
S.P. labels and slips. Did they do it throughout the war 
remains to be determined. Were there other printers involved? 
The Stationary Office probably sent to tender their orde.rs and 
may have changed printers during the War. The different types 
of fonts and papers for the S.P.l. label, the most common, 
may be a proof that supports this statement, though it is 
possible that wartime conditions may have been behind the 
cheaper, more porous, paper used later on. 

The S.P. series was to continue on to at least S.P.10. The 
copy of the S.P.10. slip in my possession would indicate that 
some of the labels/slips were printed in-house. It looks like 
somebody printed them on a Gestetner type machine and then 
cut them down to size. The professional approach to printing 
the first labels having been abandoned. 

All in all, some of the labels, such as S.P.4., 5. and 7., 
may not have had more than one printing. They are extremely 
scarce and rarely seen on the market. When purchasing Irish 
censored materiel it is always worthwhile to look inside the 
envelope. That is usually where one finds gems such as the 
S.P.10. label mentioned above. As well some of the 
philatelically inspired covers may have a note or a letter inside 
which gives additional information on the state of philately 
and/or the country some 50 years ago. They are of interest to 
the postal historian. I would enjoin you to share any such 
discoveries with the readers by publishing the information you 
find in The Revealer. 

Should you have information you wish to add or questions 
you would like answered please feel free to contact me. I will 
share the information with the readers in a further article and 
will attempt my best to answer the questions. Please write to 
Charles J. G. Verge, P.O. Box 2788, Station 'D', Ottawa, 
Ontario, CANADA KIP 5W8. 

PARJCCAn PJllHTJNG \lrQRKS. 
OUBLIN. ,._. 

Sl't AA..- ,.,,.11.u ,. ,,.,,,., ,. ""('9itA ,,., fill.o•dz rwfi 
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23rd June, 1939. 

A Chairde, 

I return herewith for fi nal printing the proofs which 
accompanied your letter to me of even date. 

I have found it unnecessary to make any change except in 
the case of S.P.2 in which I wish to make a small correction 
as set out in red ink on the proof. You need not send me any 
further proofs of this or of any of the other labels. 

Messrs. Cahill & Co., Ltd., 
Parkgate Printing Works, 

Park gate, 
Dublin, W .6. 

r · 

Mise, le meas, 

8.P.1 . 

AN SCRUDOIR D'OSCAIL ~ 
OPENED BY CENSOR j)'_,~ 

cl'~ ~· 

$. P. L. 
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....... 
AR If-A CBUR THAR lf-AIS OH 
SCRODOIR GHUN AN~·~ 
AR AH GCOJS A Mbl ITEAR IA~ 
MHEAMRAM ATA SA CRLODACH 

so. 
llchuad IO leader •1 Ill• Cu1or lw lltuoa 
a.,laJacd la MtlDoraadum &nclOHll I• Ill.ls 

Co"'· 

$. P.2. 

EIRE-IRE LAND. 

. .... s . 

SCRUDOIREACHT PHUIST. 
POST AL CENSORSHIP. 

Ta an leitir seo ' cur thar n-ais 
go dtf an seolt6ir do reir an ill6gra a 
tugadh don phuiblfocht ' rci nach 
folair Jeitreacha go d U tfortha 
coigriche do bheith gairid so-l~ighte. 

This letter is returned to the 
sender in accordance with the notice 
which has been given to the public 
jhat letters to foreign cowitries must 
l,e brief and legible. 

··~··· {IRE-IRELAND. 

SCRUDOIREACHT PHUIST. 
POST AL CENSORSHIP. 

NI bl an krad61reaebt 21teannacb 16 
ndeb an leltlr MO do eblonbbaclb. 

Tbe Irish Censonhlp Is not responsible 
for the mutilation or this letter. 

Tiffi REVEALER Summer 1990 

I 

EIRE-IRELAND. 
&.P.4. 

I I 

SCRUDOIREACHT PHUIST. 
POSTAL CENSORSHI~ 

Ao 01 ................................................................. . 

··············· ............ ········ .. ··········· ..................... , ..... . 
a luaidhtear a bheith i dteanta 02 leitre bbl ~ ar i.arTaidb 
nuair a hoscladh ao leitir. Sara gcuirir a thuain~ in 
Oifig ao Phuist faiflh amacb go ciante, let'th >ii. I\ s:-i, •lt.)ir 
oa leitse ce'ca cuoreadb an. ol aU. i gceist i dtuat.a 0~ 
leitTe oo au cuireadh. Mi cuireadb. ba cheart don 
t.seolt6ir a thuairillC a chur ar Roino Riaracbiin l'huist 
oa tire ioar postiladh an leitir. agus a r' go raibh an nl 
aio ar ianaidb nuair a ahroicb .au leitir an Scnldc\ir. 
Ba cheart ch~dach oa leitre. &lt\IS. mb f~idir ~. ao m<'id & 
bhl 1~1111n ann nua1r a tuannas e. do cnur 1 dtunr..a &on 
leJUe 1 dt.aoo11 ao scell a cuartear KO dtJ an Hoinn 
K1arac11aan Pnuist 

NI tugtar a oo chuiteamb i gt:.aillilliat a mblono i kitir 
do tbir choigricbe no uaitbe, mara mbloon an leitir 
curtha U iracbas le bOifig ao Phuist, NI leor I bheith 
c14ruithe. 

Eoc1os11•e meotiooed ............................................ . 

··················· ························································ 
wu missing when the letter .,..as opened. Before -m11king 
enquiries of the Post Office. please ascertain definitely 
from the sender of the letter whether the article In question 
'IOl&S actually enclosed. If ao. the tender 1hould make 
en<tuiry of tbe Postal Administnt:ioo of the countTy in 
which the letter was posted, meotioniog tlut the enclosure 
was inissiog when the letter reached the Ceasor. 
The cover of the letter, and. if oossible. such of its 
contents as were received. should accomoanv any 
commuo1at1on to the Post.al Adm101stTataon. 

?\o c.ompeosatioo is giveo for the loss of the c.onteots 
of a letter for or trom a foreigo c.ountry. uoless tlie letter 
was iosured (oot merely registered) with the Post Office. 

$.?.1-. 
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QUIZ 1 - ANSWERS 
1. I am the Caribbean island of Montserrat. I have, 

unfortunately, not issued stamps to illustrate these links 
except for one stamp which shows SL Patrick's Church in 
the town of Plymouth. (Montserrat, Scou479) 

2 I am SL Brendan. The Irish Post Office issued a stamp to 
celebrate the 1500th anniversary of my birth (484-1984). I 
am reported to have discovered an island in a region of 
fog (Newfoundland) and am known as "The Voy~ger". 
(DF C393, Scott 601) 

3. We are George Washington, (DF C15-C16, Scott 103-4 
for the lSOth anniversary of the American Constitution), 
Andrew Jackson (DF C364, Scou 572) and John F. 
Kennedy (Scott 729 for the 25th anniversary of my 
assassination). 

4. Saints Killian, Totnan and Colman are we. The Irish and 
the Germans commemorated the 1300th anniversary of 
our Martyrdom in 1989 by issuing common design 
stamps. (Ireland, Scou 748 - Genna)ly, Scott 1580) 

5. My name is Robert O'Hara Burke (1821-1861). My claim 
to fame is to have led the Burke and Willis expedition to 
cross the Australian Continent from North to South. My 
picture is found on the 28p con:imemor~tive issued ~Y 
Ireland in 1988 to celebrate the Bicentennial of Australia. 
(Scott 709) 

6. The 'Messiah' is my best remembered composition. It was 

S.P.6 . 

...... 
EIRE-IRELAND. 

SCRU DOIREACHT PHUIST. 
POSTAL CENSORSHIP. 

Do r~ir mar a f6grufooh go priiblf, 
deintear gach leitir a bhfonn dfritbe 
go tir choigrlche do chur thar n-ais 
go dtf an seolt6ir mara dtugtar 
sloinne agus seoladh an scdbbneora 
in iomhin. 

In accordance with th~ public 
announcement all letters addressed 
to foreign countries ate returned to 
the sender unless the full S\lmame 
and address of the writer is given. 

first played in Dublin on April 13, 1742. I am George 
Frederic Handel (1685-1759). On the occasion of the 
Tercentenary of my birth and the European Music Year 
Ireland, and many other countries issued stamps for me. 
(DF C410, Scott 619) 

7. I am going down in philatelic history because of the 
envelope I designed: 'The Mulready'. I am William 
Mulready (1786-1863). My 200th birthday was the 
occasion for the first of the two stamps issued by Ireland 
for me. (DF C446, Scott 674). The second showed one of 
my paintings 'The Sonnet' in the 1989 'Love' series (Scott 
735) 

8. The Pope raised me to a Papal peerage in 1928. I, John 
McConnack (1884-1945), was one of the greatest tenors 
of this century. Both the U.S.A. and Ireland issued 
common designs stamps for my l OOth birthday. (Ireland, 
DF C386, Scott 594 - U.S.A. Scou 2090) 

9. I am St. Jean-Baptiste de La Salle (1651-1719). I am the 
founder of the De La Salle order, more commonly known 
around the world, but not in Ireland, as the Christian 
Brothers. I was canonized in 1900. (Ireland, DF C289, 
Scott 477 - France, Scott 646) 

10. I am the architect of the White House in Washington. My 
name is James Hoban (1762-1831). ll is said that I 
modelled the Presidential residence on the Duke of 
Leinster's seat, Leinster House in Dublin, which now 
houses the Irish Parliament, An Dail. (Ireland, DF C3 l6, 
Scott 504 - U.S.A., Scott 1935-36) -;t 

i:IRE-lftELAND 

sc·RUOOIREACHT PHUISl 
POSTAL CENSORSHIP 

Bbl an elOdlcb ao ar •IC&\lt Daalr a 
ahrolell •• an lerU61r. 

Tills eonr wu open when It reached 
$he Censot. 
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NEW POSTAL STATIONERY 
CATALOGUE FOR THE '90's 

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 

The 1990 Irish Postal Stationery Catalogue, forth edition, 
by Quo Jung is 11ot off the presses. Published by FAT in 
Germany, the German/English edition has a major change in 
the treatment of Post Cards. The St. Patrick's Day BP series 
has been combined with the regular Post Card chapter. This 
integration has significantly increased the number of 'P' series 
and completely eliminated the 'BP' series. 

The most important major change will go unnoticed by the 
reader. Mr. Jung bas entered the computer age by loading the 
entire ca!.alogue out there on a disk fi le for easier access and 
updating. 

The special study of Letter Cards by Mr. Jung published in 
The Revealer Vol. 37, No. 1-2, 167-168, and the small 
pamphlet inserted in Vol. 37, No. 3, 169 entitled "Irish 
Airletter Forms", have been fully integrated into the new 
catalogue. He has also provided information on private 
printings and use of Aerograms. 

The publisher has elected to use a smaller type than in the 
third edition. This accounts for the 145 pages versus 162 pages 
in the third edition while at the same time adding three years 
of material to all listings and enlarging some. I would guess 
the reason is to keep the price affordable LO the maximum 
number collectors. 

This ca!.alogue remains the prime authority on Irish Pos!.al 
Stationery and its maintenance is vital to this area of Irish 
Philately. It is an absolute must for the collector. ":t 

MREPA -
WHERE ARE YOU? 

With this issue of THE REVEALER the EPA is again 
asking the membersh ip to pay their dues by August 3 1th for 
the 90-91 fiscal year. 

With each mailing we have Revealer's returned where a 
member has moved and left no forwarding address. Your 
officers do everything in their power to keep track of you to 
insure that you receive yours on time. Try as we might 
however, there are a few who keep falling thru the cracks. We 
have 8 members who have done just that. 

EPA# Name 
1149 R. J . Christensen 
1678 Gordon A. Coyne 
1536 William T. Luther, Jr. 
1346 Harry J. McKeon 
2062 Brian Meadows 
866 Patrick H. Murphy 

1472 John P. M. Murphy 
2076 John Pedneault 
If anyone knows a current address on any of these 

members please send a post card to Michael Conway, 74 
Woodside Circle, Fairfield, CT 06430. Your 15¢ could save a 
member. ~ 

1966 RISING HIGH VALUE 
1st and 2nd Printings 

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 

It was an evening in January, not particularly nasty but 
nothing exciting going on. I was paging through my copy of 
MacDonnell Whyte 1987 Irish stamp Catalogue when my eyes 
came to rest on the very bottom of page 55. I read "There were 
two printings of the 7d and 1/5, the second in deeper 
shades ... ". The thought struck me to check my collection Lo see 
if 1 could tell the difference between the printings by the 
shades. After all, I'd just purchased a set of gutter pairs and I 
had my mint singles and a few used singles lying around. But 
they all looked the same to me. 

I pulled out my copy of the 1972 Hibernian SpeciaJized 
catalogue. It shed a little more Light on the subject. The 
originaJ 1st Printing had a first day of issue of 12 April 1966 
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the 1916 Easter 
Rising. The second printing of the High Values (7d & 1/5) 
only, was released on 15 June 1966. No explanation as to why 
the second printing was necessary. But looking at the 
quantities issued of the first printing, I would speculate that 
this issue was extremely popular and was sold out early 
leaving a shortage of high values. The Hibernian Catalogue 
says "These can be distinguished by the deeper colours of the 
backgrounds of the portraits." Another look at my collection 
still was no help. Everything looked the same to me. 

We were due to have a Lone Star Chapter meeting of the 
EPA. I asked that members bring in any Rising High Values 
that they had in their collections so that I could compare them. 
When we gathered, I had the opportunity to examine 8 sets 
(some not se-tenet) broken down as follows; 2 sets of Gutter 
pairs, 3 sets of used singles and 3 sets of se-tenet mint pairs. 

An examination of the 7d value revealed that, when viewed 
together, the Brown (Sc 2 10/MW Cl04) was strikingly 
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different in the portrait background. The 1st printing 
background is almost White while the 2nd printing background 
is more Brownish in colour. The same is true of the 7p Blue 
but the Brown just 'jumps out there at you'. It's almost like 
taking a White piece of paper and placing a light Brown/Blue 
film or plastic over it. Both portraits in the value are much 
darker and my gutter pair for this value is definitely a 2nd 
printing. The majority of the others viewed were 1st printings. 

In the case of the 1/5 value, however, the distinction was 

1916 c;). 
.. 

t/5 1/5 

1916 ~1·· 
JrMTJA 
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1916 _ ...... 1·· 'r':J 
JCMp/l 
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not as pronounced and its identification was much more 
difficult. In fact all of the stamps available were considered to 
be from the 2nd printing except one: That one had a slightly 
lighter colour in the bar on the right side of the stamp. Since 
it was a used copy we were not certain if we had an example of 
the 1st printing or if the stamp was simply washed out or 
chemically altered. The background area of the portraits were 
all the same. 

In the gutter pairs there were some minor differences in the 
guuers. In the 7p pair it appeared to the naked eye that all of 
the cross-hatching was a solid black colour. But when placed 
under glass there was evidence of blue and brown on the right 
to left lines. The two colours were a lmost perfectly 
superimposed on one pair while my pair was slightly off 
appearing to be two parallel lines. I could not tell if there was 
a third black line over the other two without a microscope that 
would darken it to the point of appearing black. 

Some additional data I recorded at the time concerning the 
color of the lines in the gutter follows: 

Value Left · Right Right· Left 

Lines Lines 
3p Black Blue over Olive Parallel 
Sp Black Olive (No second colour) 
7p Black Brown over Blue-Green 
1/5 Black Blue over Green Parallel 

Also in researching this subject I found it interesting to 
note that both the 1972 Hibernian and the 1987 MacDonnell 

Whyte Catalogues agree on the numbers printed for the second 
printing but not on the first printing. I have come to the 
conclusion that the printing figures in the MacDonnell Whyte 
Catalogue are correct as I have been able to verify the 1st 
Printing figures from an independent source. That source is 
pictured below. It appears to be some sort of announcement of 

SPECIAL ISSUE COMMEMORATING SOTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF 1916 RISING 

A series .of eigbt special stamps will be issued on Tuesday 
I ~t~ A~nl, 1966, to commemorate tbs 50th Anniversary of the 
lt181ng 111 Ireland of Easter Week, 1916, and the aignatoriea of 
the Proclamation of the Irish Republio all of whom were 
ex1111uted after the Risiug. 'fhe stamps will be in four 
denominations 3d. ('20 million), 5d. (26 million}, 7d. Clt million) 
ls. 5d. ( 1 l milll.1n), and will be mr.de up in sheets of 120. 
'l'~o deKigus will _be printed r.lternr.tely on each aheet. Printing 
will be by 111uluoolour photograv11re on paper watermarked 
witb tbs lett .. r "e." Perforation• J 15 z 16. 

the issue. It would seem to me that had the Post Office 
foreseen the need for more High Values they would have 
ordered them and avoided the need for a second printing. As 
announced before the 1st printing was released the high values 
were ordered in 1.25 million quantities. 

Number Printed 72 Hib 87M-W 
A. 1st Printing 7p 650,000 1.25 m 

1/5 750,000 1.25 m 
B. 2nd Printing 7p 500,000 .5 m 

1/5 500,000 .5 m 

In conclusion I think that I can say that it is difficult to 
distinguish between the two printings without an example of 
each. It is the intent of this article to help in the identification 
of the two. There may be some Gutters with significant offsets 
in colours. At any rate these would be simple colour shifts and 
should not give rise to any major or even minor varieties. Also 
of significant note is that the major Irish dealers do not make 
any distinction in price between the printings even though you 
can identify the difference by sight and the printing quantities 
of the 2nd printing are so low. 

Bibliography: 
Stamps of Ireland, Specialized Catalogue, 1987 Edition, 

MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. 
Hibernian Specialized Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of 

Ireland 1922 - 1972, First Edition 1972, Hibernian Stamp 
Company Ltd. 

1990 Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue, Vol. I, 
Scott Publis hing Co. • 



Page 18 TIIB REVEALER Summer 1990 

THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT 
WAS - 1988 - POSTSCRIPT 

by Brian Warren 

I set oul below certain additional infonnation in relation LO 
1988 which was noL included in my lasL yearly article. The 
Dublin to London (Stansted) cover was noL lisLed before. 

FLIGHT COVERS 

FurLher details of all 1988 covers arc scl oul below. A "/" 
within a cachet description indicates the start of a new line. 
There are lhrce single ring circular daLCstamps (CDS) in use al 
Dublin AirporL post office as foUows: -

Type Wording 

1 Acrphort Ath Cliath (with arc) 
2 Acrfon - Bhaile Atha Cliath 1 
3 Acrfort - Bhaile Atha Cliath 2 

••••••••c 

4 JANUARY - DUBLIN IO SLIGO 

First Aer Lingus flight. Dublin Airport CDS Lype 1. Arrival 
Sligo CDS on reverse "Sligeach 6 4.1.88" . At least 50 covers 
flown. 

4 JANUARY - SLIGO TO DUBLIN 

Return flight with Sligo CDS "Sligeach 2 4.1.88". Arrival 
Dublin Airport CDS type 1. At least 50 covers flown. 

J 1 JANUARY - DUBLIN TO GALWAY 

First Aer Lingus flight. Dublin Airport CDS type 3. Arrival 
Galway CDS on reverse "Gaillimh 11.1.88". At least 50 covers 
flown. 

1 I JAN!JARY - GALWAY TO DUBLIN 

Return night. Galway CDS "Gaillimh 11.I.88". Arrival 
Dublin Airport CDS type 3. At least 50 covers flown. 

1 MARCH - DUBLIN TO LONPON CSTANSIED> 

First flight by Aer Lingus. Stansted has been developed as 
London's third airport because of congestion at Heathrow and 
GaLwick. Dublin Airport CDS type 3. Two cachetS applied LO 
the fronL of the cover. Four line unboxed cachet "GH Stansled 
Limited/Stansted Airport/Stansted/Essex". Second two line 
cachet which reads "EI 444 Stn/01 Mar". The flight number 
was EI 444 (BAC 1-11 Aircraft). 50 covers known to be 
flown. No return flight covers seen. This route has since 
transferred to Ryanair. 

28 MARCH - DUBLIN/MANCHESTER/HAMBURG 

FirsL flighL by Aer Lingus. Dublin Airport CDS type 1. 
Five line boxed square cachet in blue on reverse "KLM/23-4 
9153/28 Mar 88/Hamburg/Germany". No relurn flight covers 
seen. 

28 MARCH - DUBLIN/BIRMTNGHAM/BRUSSELS 

First flighL via Binningham by Aer Lingus. Dublin Airport 
CDS type I. Five line boxed square cachet in blue on reverse 
"Aer Lingus/08 9006/Mar/28.88/Brussels/Belgium". No return 
night covers seen. 

28 MARCH - DUBLIN TO NEWCASTLE 

First flight by Aer Lingus. Dublin Airpon CDS type 1. 
Five line rectangular cachet in blue on reverse 
"Servisair/Limited/28 Mar 88/Newcastle/Airpon". No return 
flight covers seen. 

2 JUNE - DUBLIN/MANCHESTER/LISBON 

First flight by T.A.P. Air Portugal. This is a new route. 
Dublin Airpon CDS type 3. Arrival CDS on reverse in black 
"Aeroporto CIT 02.06.88 2 1700 Lisboa". No inward flight 
covers seen. 

3 JUNE - DUBLIN TO SHANNON 

First flight by Delta Airlines (and onward LO Atlanta - see 
below). Dublin Airport CDS type 2. Three line boxed 
rectangular cachet in black on reverse "Delta Air Lines/03 Jun 
1988/Received". No inward flight covers seen. 

3 JUNE - PUBLIN/SHANNQN/ATLANTA 

First flight by Delta Airlines. Dublin Airport CDS type 2. 
Circular arrival CDS on reverse in red "Atlanta, Ga Airport 
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Mail Facility Jun 3 1988". Rectangular boxed cachet in black 
also applied on reverse "Delta Air Lines/-3 Jun 
1988/Received". No inward flight covers seen. 

27 JUNE - DUBLIN/GLASGOW/COPENHAGEN 

First flight by SAS (Scandinavian Airlines). Dublin Airport 
CDS type 3. Arrival CDS on reverse in black "Kobenhaven 
Lufthavn 27.06.88 - 1725". 

28 March also .saw the opening by Aer Lingus via 
Manchester in each case to Zurich, Milan and Copenhagen. 
Covers were carried on the Milan flight but were destroyed on 
arrival in Italy. Aer Ling us had to suspend services on the 
route as the Italian authorities refused to grant permanent 
landing rights contrary to E.C. regulations. The matter has yet 
to be resolved. No covers are known to have been carried on 
the other routes. No return flight covers seen. 

The Aer Lingus services via Manchester and Birmingham 
arise from the granting of pick-up rights at intermediate 
airports under recent European Community legislation. Aer 
Lingus have operated flights to Zurich, Milan and Copenhagen 
in the past and direct flights to Brussels have always operated. 

FOREIGN ST AMPS WIIll IRISH AS SOCIA TTONS 
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Greece A set of two stamps (SG 1814/5) was issued on 2 
December 1988 to mark the meeting of the European 
Community Meeting of Heads of State in Rhodes that month. 
The 60d value shows a map of E.C. countries (including 
Ireland) plus Castle of Knights, Rhodes. The lOOd value 
includes the flags of all member countries (including Ireland). 
Both values were issued in sheets of 50 with all four sides 
perforated and in strips of five with two imperf sides within 
packets of 100 stamps. 

AN POST CHRISTMAS CARDS 

December Three different types of Chrisunas cards were 
produced by An Post for their own use. A large multi-folded 
card was used solely by the Chief Executive, Gerard Harvey. 
One copy of each of the 28 special and commemorative 
stamps issued during the year was affixed to the pages of the 
card. Other executive staff distributed a card with an 
illustration taken from the French Book of Hours held by the 
Chester Beatty Library in Dublin. Three of the four Chrisunas 
stamps featured different illustrations taken from the same 
source. The card used by other staff featured an enlarged 
reproduction of the 2lp Christmas sheetlet stamp (St. Kevin's 
Church, Glendalough). $t 

CHAPTER REPORT 
(Continuedfrompage 2) 

The spring meeting will be held in conjunction with the 
Nojex Show on May 28th 10:30 a.m. at the Meadowlands 
Hilton Hotel. The location of the hotel is on Meadowlands 
Parkway at Route 3 in Secaucus, New Jersey. The exact room 
location will be wsted in the lobby of the hotel. Our guest 
speaker will be the president of the American Philatelic 
Society, Joe Foley. The talk will be on identification of the 
Rialtas and Saorstat overprints. Joe first printed this article for 
the APS in 1975, and as a member and trustee of our chapter 
I'm sure he will be willing and able to answer any questions 
we may have on this subject. I know that this writer has much 
difficulty differentiating between blue-black and black. I'm told 
that there is a difference, and that it was not just the work of 
some mad leprechaun who had a few jars before dreaming up 
this variation in colors. Lunch will be available on a Dutch 
treat basis following the meeting. 

Two New FAI - Booklets Just 
Out of the Printshop 

John MACKEY and Tony CASSIDY 
Introduction to the Post Offices of County Clare 
94 pages, 42 of them in English, 
US$ 8.00 postage paid 

A thorough study of the historical background of the postal 
system in Co. Clare. Just one out of 32 counties. Let us hope 
there will be more such works on other counties, too. Each 
place connected in some way to the post is mentioned with 
details about its historical dev.elopment, names of persons 
connected to the mail service and a lot of other information. A 
fountain of knowledge and a real source of enjoyment even for 
those who have never been to Co. Clare in all their lifetime. 
But it is also quite dangerous to buy this book and people 
should be warned before buying this book and reading it. They 
might be infected with the idea to spend a week or two 
travelling in Co. Clare with just this book in their hand. 

Otto JUNG 
Postal Stationary of Ireland. Catalogue and Handbook 1990 
145 pages, bilingual 
US$ 10.00 postage paid 

Otto has done it again! Those who already have an earlier 
issue of Mr. Jung's catalogue on Irish postal stationary will 
probably order the new one automatically and they will not 
regret it. The handbook is brought up to date and now holds 
more information than ever. Volume 8 had over 160 pages, 
but the new vol. 12 has now been set in a different font of 
type and thus could be reduced in pages but amplified in 
contents. It is well worth its price when you consider that 
looking. over your stationary material you may easily find 
items which you never considered to be worth that much. And 
Otto is probably to be blamed for the increasing popularity of 
this field of Irish philately. -;t 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 
New members are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days of 
publication. 

#2234 Ethan Forman, 377 Angell St .. #5, Providence, RI 02906 
#2235 Gloria Harrison, 54 McAllister SL #603, San Francisco, CA 94102 
#2236 Brian L Daly, 600 E. Gorgas Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19119 
# 2 23 7 Jerome Pocius, 28 Brockton Court, Metuchen, NJ 08840 

#2238 Joseph T. Finneran, 10 Cozumel Lane, Port St Lucie, FL 34952 
#2239 Robert J. Bannan, P 0 Box 697, East Olympia, WA 98540 
#2240 James Magill, 33 Catherine Street, Lyons. NY 14489 
#2241 David G. Kratz, 198 Belted Kingfisher Rd. Kiawah Island, SC 29455 
#2242 Mike Jolly, P 0 Box 431 Saddle Brook, NJ 07662 
#2243 William W. Burnham, 2900 N. Grant St., Little Rock, AR 72207 
#2244 Mac E. McAtee, 8101 Hunting Cog Rd., Oak Ridge, NC 27310 

Reinstat ement 

#418 Mrs. John M. Murphy, 13408 Pinehurst Rd., Oklahoma City, OK 73120 

New Members Honor Roll 
Joseph Foley, Peter Bugg, Richard McBride, one each and Michael Conway seven new 
members. 

Membership Status 
Membership as of March 1, 1990 

New Members 
Reinstatements 

Membership Status as of May 15, 1990 

11 
1 

Pay Your Dues 
by 31 August 1990 

Send to: 
William O 'Connor 

Box 271368 
Escondido CA 92027 

E.P .A. SPECIAL OFFERS 

The following items may be ordered from Richard J. McBride, IS3 Orchid Road, Meriden, CT 064SO U.S.A. All prices include postage and 
handling. Overseas add SO' for air mail. Make all cheques and money orders payable to Richard J. McBride. 

Irish Overprint Identifier - A clear plastic overlay 10 help son ou1 
your overprint issues. With it is a chart giving Scott and Gibbons 
numbers and an article on identifying the overprints. Price $4.50 
C.talog of the Postal Markings of Dublin c. 1840-1922 - Sofl 
cover booklet by William Kane. A mos1 informative and detailed 
publication for the collector of this phase of Irish philately. A 
must. Price $3 .00 

Dit Melleostempel Der lrischen Post - (The Mileage Marks of 
Ireland) 1808· I 839 by Hans G. Moxter. 1985 Edition. 64pp. Tex1 
in German and English. Published by FAI, fhe Irish Philatelic 
Group in Germany. Most informative and well illustrated. A com
plete listing of all known Irish mileage marks. Price S3.50 

Ireland • C.talogue or Perfins - compiled and edited by Richard 
L. Mcwhinney. Published by The Perfins Club • 1984. 34 pp. 
punched for 3 ring binder. The catalogue is designed for use as an 
album as well as catalogue. Only observed Perfins are catalogued. 
Also, 2 pages o f suspected or previously reported designs. Price 
$6.50 

The Adhesive Rennue Stamps or Ireland: 1858-1925 - James J. 
Brady's detailed study of the Irish Revenue Stamps. All are in 
easy-to-follow catalog form with many details. A must for the 
Auction. Price $2.25 

E.P.A. Rubber Stamp - The Official Seal of the Association as 
seen on the front of all official Society papers has been made into a 
rubber stamp available to our members. Dress up your envelopes 
and correspondence. Sold only 10 members at $6.00 

James Hoban Chapter Bookie! - Produced to commemorate 
AMERIPEX, STAMPEX and VAPEX '86. Buff cover with 1he 
EPA seal on the fronl and the White House on lhe back in green. 
Con1ains a pair of the Eire 1985 Love stamps. Produc1ion Limit 
300. Price $2.25 

The Mallese Cross In Ireland - by Hans G. Moxter 1988 Edition. 
Published by FAI , text of the 80 page book is in both German and 
English . This is probably the most comprehensive review of this 
postmark to date. P rice $7.50. 

Undated Namcstamps of Ireland 1823-1860 - by William Kane. 
This booklcl has been produced by FAI of West Germany. In 
English and German and records lhe colours, periods of usage on 
the various types of undated namestamps. Price $3 .75 

"Die Ganzsachen lrlands" - (The Postal Stationery of Ireland) 
by Otto Jung. 1987 Edition, Text in German & English. Published 
by FAI, the Irish Philatelic Group in Germany. This new edition is 
by far the most specialized and authoritative and gives a very com
plete listing of Irish postal s1a1ionery available. Well illustrated. 
Prices for mint and used in DM, IR4 & USS. Price S8.50 

The Posl Office Guide of 1923 - This is. a reprint by FAI of the 
Irish Free States first guide. A must for postmark studenls. Price 
$5.00 

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840- by F.E. Dixon. Produced by FAI 
it is in German and English. This publica{ion lists the Irish Postal 
Rates from 1657 to 1840. A superb guide for Postal Historians. 
Price $4.00 

The Marilime Postmarks of Ireland - by Bernt Dienelt. Published 
by FAI it is the first of three booklets on ~he subject. An excellent 
reference for collectors of Paqucbot and Maritime Postmarks. 
Printed in German and English . Price $4 .50 

E.P.A. Official Pin - A handsome metal pin replica of the 
E.P.A. logo. Available to members only at $1.25 each. 

A Usling or Irish Postmarks in Garlic from 1922 - by James T. 
Howley. Produced by the E.P.A., lris.h Postmarks are listed 
alphabetically in Gaelic with their English translations. It is a most 
comprehensive Guide to pos1marks available. 82pps $6.00. 

THE REVEALER INDEX - by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. A com
prehensive index of all philatelic articles appearing in THE 
REVEALER from the first issue 1hrough 1he end of 1985. Articles 
arc listed by subject matter. Cost: US & Canada $8.75 others: 
SI0.00. 
An Introduction or Irish Mileage Marks - by W. E. Davey. 
Published by the EPA, 1989 Edition, 22 pages. An excellent book 
for the beginning collector of Irish Milca.ge Marks. Price $5.00. 

698 

710 

·• 


