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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
It is hard to believe that the 

past four years have gone by so 
fast. Last week Gene Labiu.k, our 
past president, sent me a copy of 
the new slate of officers, 
enclosed with this copy of The 
Revealer, and I looked at it with 
mixed emotions. First I was glad 
that my name was finally off the 
list and then I thought, I am still 

not off the hook because Lhe past president still has some 
business to take care of for the next two years. 

I have found out through my experience as president that 
leadership at whatever level has its ups and downs and I have 
had more than my share of both. Leadership also makes great 
demands on one's time and one should not look at the task 
lightly. I am saying this now so that others after me will 
evaluate their decision more deeply and take on the rask with 
open eyes. The EPA deserves this and the membership 
deserves this. 

Before you finish reading the remainder of this issue I want 
you to filJ out your ballot and drop it in the mail. If you are 
like me I have a stack of mail on my desk and I usually find 
something that should have been taken care of and was 
overlooked. 

This year's annual general meeting will be held in 
Philadelphia at STaMpsHOW 91. The business meeting and 
the open meeting will be held on Saturday 24th. Times and 
locations will be posted at the show. Until the next time, Good 
Collecting. • 

CHAPTER REPORTS 

COMMODORE JOHN BARRY 

By David J. Brennan 

The Spring Meeting of the 
Commodore John Barry Chapter 
of the EPA was held at the 
Collectors Club in New York 
City on Mar. 16th. We had a 
good attendance, s ince this 
meeting was held in conjunction 
with Interpex at the Garden. We 
had a few jars, Irish tapes 
courtesy of Mike Connolly and 

even Mayor Dinkins held a parade for us on Fifth Ave. A 
grand time was had by all. We even conducted some business. 
The secretary's report was read and we are starting to 
implement some of the recommendations as a result of the 
survey tha t Anne Crowe made this past Fall. The treasurer's 
report was approved, we are still in the black. We won't have 
to bond the treasurer at this time. The election of officers was 
held and Lin Higgins was elected President Emeritus; Henry 
Bright, President; John Pednault, Vice President; Michael 

(Continued on page 15) 
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THE JOHN CLARK AW ARD 

by Peg 'Zellers 

The John Clark Award for outstanding service to the EPA 
was presented to outgoing Treasurer William O'Connor at 
SANDICAL, San Diego, CA on February 9, 1991. '* 

F AI at Griinberg/Hessen 
By Hans G. Moxter 

EPA's German counterpart 
F AI held its AGM at the training 
centre of the Soccer Federation 
of Hessen at Grunberg on 9-10 
March 1991. Thirty attended 
from all over Germany plus two 
members from Ireland: Michael 
Giffney from Dublin and Roger 
O'Donogue from Ennis. The two 
Irishmen were given a cider 

jug as a typical souvenir of the region and their presence was 
toasted with Guinness of which brew the FAI people emptied 
two well-sized barrels during their meeting. An auction with 
about 220 lots was held by Manfred Schollmayer and 
afterwards a good number of fine items changed hand!"> when 
three dealers opened their treasure boxes. The actual AGM 
with Heinz-Jiirgen Kumpf presiding decided an increase of 
memberships dues for 1992 due to rising costs in many fields. 

The real attraction of the meeting was certainly the newest 
FAI publication No. 13 "THE IRISH POST-OFFICES" by 
Harald Frank and Klaus Stange (both also members of EPA). 
It seems to be impossible to write about this work without 

QUIZS 

Philatelic Gaelic I: Town Names 
The numbered towns, in the left hand column, are some of the 
common Gaelic town names that are found in Irish cancels. 
The right hand column gives their Engl.ish translation. Please 
match each Gaelic name to its English equivalent. For 
example Inis's (16.) translation is Ennis U.) Don't forget that 
these, and virtually all, cancellations written in Gaelic have 
English equivalents. You can find them in James T. Hawley's 
excellent catalogue: A Listing of Irish Postmarks in Gaelic· 
from 1922. It is available from Richard J. McBride through the 
E.P.A. Special Offers elsewhere in this issue. 

1. Baile Atha Cliath 
2. Luimneach 
3. Gaillimh 
4. Tiobraid ,.Gann 
5. Ath Luain 
6. Longphort 
7. Carraig Dhubh 
8. Port Llirge 
9. Traighli 
10. Corcaigh 
11. Cabhan 
12. Beal Atha na Muice 
13. Cill Aime 
14. Aerphort na Sionainne 
15. Loch Garman 
16. Inis 

employing immediately superlatives. 

a. Longford 
b. Cavan 
c. Tralee 
d. Shannon Airport 
e. Swinford 
f. Limerick 
g. Athlone 
h. Killarney 
1. Blackrock 
j. Ennis 
k. Wexford 
I. Galway 
m. Waterford 
n. Cork 
o. Tipperary 
p. Dublin 

(Answers on page 8) 

It lists all PO's in all (i.e. 32) counties of Ireland that have 
been or are active till 1990. All known post offices are listed in 
alphabetical order by their English names and in a second I?art 
by their Irish names. This includes the smallest sub-offices JUSt 
as well as the GPO in Dublin. For each listing the reader finds 
detailed information as to the types of postmarks used during 
the time, opening and closing dates etc. 

This publication would just not have been possible without 
employing a computer, a task which was accomplished in .a 
masterly way by Klaus Stange, who was honoured for this 
achievement with the 1991 FAI-prize. This book has to be 
seen to be believed. One often reads about books which are 
claimed to be a "must". Its amount of information is 
overwhelming and its price of DM 68.00 plus postage, at first 
sight rather high, will soon prove to be a. b~gain. 1:he fact ~at 
over 200 copies have already been dtstnbuted m the first 
month after the printing speaks for itself. The attractive green 
ring-binder holds 477 pages (8.5 x 12 inches) and weighs 1.7 
Kgs net. There is sufficient room for notes for each PO, so that 
this volume can be kept up to date. 

Typical for the FAI-spirit is, that while they were h~nding 
out this new publication, they already talked about therr n~xt 
contribution to Irish philately. I had a look at the manuscnpt 
and can tell you: It will be another highlight. • 
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The 
DUBLIN 

JOURNAL 
by A. F. Finn .-::::. 

BDT 
The Dublin based security printers BDT have now produced 
stamps for more than 57 overseas postal administrations. 
During 1990 BDT were particularly involved with the printing 
of many of the Penny Black anniversary issues, and some of 
these were included in the firm's display at Stampa 90. 
KARLSRUHE MAIL 
Was Karlsruhe mail catapult mail? Although catapults were 
fitted to the Gennan liners "Bremen" and "Europa" in the early 
1930's to accelerate the delivery of transatlantic mail by 
aircraft, there is no evidence that the North German Lloyd liner 
"Karlsruhe" was so adapted. 1n fact, the records indicate that the 
mail brought ashore in Galway on Aug. 26 1929 was landed 
by tender, after which it was transferred to a Vickers Vixen 
aircraft at Cranmore which flew to Baldonnel and then on to 
Croydon. 
T.P.O. DATESTAMPS 
In the Summer '89 edition of 
Revealer, I mentioned a report 
of a datestamp either missing 
or destroyed aboard the Dublin 
- Galway TPO. A cover posted 
aboard this T.P.0. on 23 IX 90 
has now produced a find - the 
first use of a perm an en t 
handstamp aboard this service 
i11scribed entirely in English 
("Dublin - Galway T P 0 
Night"). Note: one week later 
(30th Sept.) a skeleton 
handstamp with the same 
inscription was in use: 

(figure 3) 

ABBREVIATIONS 

(figures 1 & 2) 

Collectors are often puzzled by the abbreviations they meet on 

Post Office labels and Fonns. "M.P." is "Maistir Poist", whilst 
"P Ch B" is "Post Cheanntar Baile Atha Oiath" (Dublin Postal 
District). Karl Winkelmann has now established that the 
"O.E." designation familiar on the two sizes of airmail 
etiquettes (0.E. 7, 0.E. 78) stands for "Oifig Eisiuna" (office 
of issue). 

ATM POSTAGE LABELS 
On Oct. 8th. 1990 experimental automatic stamp label vending 
machines were put into use at Dublin G.P.O. and Cork and 
Limerick head post offices. Examples of the three types of 
labels (Frama, Klussendorf, and Amiel/Pitney Bowes) are 
readily used on Post Office and privately produced FDC's, but 
in the Dublin area, it has proved much more difficult to obtain 
the labels commercially used, with one postal official at my 
local delivery office stating he had been instructed ruu to 
cancel such labels. Generally the labels have met with success, 
and an extension of the experimental period (originally 3 
months) for some of the machines is predicted. 

CHRISTMAS BONUS SHEETLET 1990 
The terms of the 1990 Christmas sheetlet we-re not as 
favourable to the customer as in previous years - no doubt a 
reflection on An Post's increasing financial difficulties. The 
26p. (ie. standard printed paper rate) this time applied to 
Christmas cards, and the price of the sheetlet was discounted 
by the cost of just one stamp ie. 12 stamps for £2.86. 
NEW SLOGAN - BIRR 
New slogan cancellations now tend to be more commercial in 
character than before - also, as new slogans (and special 
handstamps) can now be authorised in their respective postal 
district, it can also be harder for collectors to ascertain details. 
One such unannounced slogan was in use at Birr in Aug. 1990 
- and it may also be one of the longest yet seen - "Centenary 
Year - R.J. Barber & Sons - Watchmakers & Jewelers - Birr -
We stand the test of time - Established 1890". 
POST POINT 
When the new £1 definitive stamp booklet was released on 15 
Nov. 1990 (contents: 7 definitives from the Heritage and 
Treasures set), it was announced that the booklet was for 
machine and counter usage. Although to date (Feb. '91) I have 
seen no machines at post offices dispensing these booklets, a 
new facility entitled "Post Point" was launched, without prior 
announcement, at various branches of the Qui"nnsworth 
super~arket chaio in Dublin, combining a stamp vending 
machine (£1 stamp booklet obtainable on insertion of £1 coin) 
together with letter box facility in early December. 
OFFICIAL MAIL 
What regulations applied to the franking of official mail pre-
1922? This question is prompted by a cover seen at Stampa 
90. Inscribed "On His Majesty's Service'', it was sent by the 
Collector of Customs & Excise from the Inland Revenue 
Office Dundalk to an address at Upper Sackville St. (now 
O'Connell St.) Dublin, and is a pre-printed "formula-type" 
letter. Exceptionally, it is franked with an Edward VIl one 
penny red, and datestamped "Dundalk Ja 5 (19)12". 
AN POST PLANS 1 
Rumours continue to abound that the long awaited viability 
plan from An Post will recommend drastic measures to return 
the semi-State body to profitability. The need for such a plan 
follows revelations that the company, set up in 1984, will 
report losses of nearly £10m. for 1990, with losses projected 
to climb to perhaps £16m. for the current year. 
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AN POST PLANS 2 
As its viability plans are about to be announced, it is now 
becoming clear that the infrastructure of An Post has suffered 
because of lack of capital grants forthcoming. Funds promised 
from the State after the company was established in 1984 
never materialised, a factor now being blamed for slowness in 
upgrading its office network, the non-renewal of its transport 
fleet, and a substantial increase in debt. Now management have 
expressed the fear that the company is moving towards early 
insolvency if steps are not taken now to curb costs. 
Closure of Sub-Post Offices 
Since 1979, An Post has c losed 45 sub-post offices i.e. offices 
where the postmaster is not a direct employee of An Post but 
instead operates on commission earnings. From the postmark 
collectors point of view, has anyone obtained a list of these, or 
even collected examples of their last-day postmarks? The 
number of post and sub-post offices now remaining is 1955 -
i.e. there is an office for every 1600 of the population. This 
figure is regarded as quite high by international standanls. 
AN POST PLANS 3 
Details of the An Post re-structuring plan were announced 
today (7.2.91.), and the steps proposed are, as feared, quite 
drastic. High and increasing wage costs to be tackled by a 
reduc tion of 1500 staff; 550 out of a total of 1955 sub-post 
offices to be closed; postal charge increases from 2nd. April: 
and a further attempt to be made to extend the use of roadside 
letter boxes (American-style) nationwide, including urban 
areas. The plan also envisages the closedown of the Central 
Sorting Office (CSO) at Sheriff St. and its replacement by an 
automated mail handling centre. Staff unions already have 
thrown cold water on this proposal, maintaining that mail 
volumes will not warrant the economies of such automation. 
AN POST PLANS 4 
There has been sharp reaction from many quarters to An Post's 
viability plan. Union reaction has nalllfally been to attack the 
proposed staff cutbacks and automation proposals. Local 
representatives have declared the proposal for roadside mail 
boxes to be unacceptable - security and the inconvenience of 
having to check boxes daily for mail,. in many cases at quite 
some distance from, say, a rural dwelling beign cited as the 
reasons. However, the major opposition so far, and the one 
with most political weight behind it. is to the proposal for 
closure of 550 post offices. This is because thde offices are 
regarded as bringing both an economic and social lifeline to the 
communities they serve - for apart from the usual post office 
business transacted (sale of stamps etc.), these offices also 
provide various agency services {sale of dog and T.V. licenses), 
but most importantly, act as payment centres for the many and 
varied social welfare payments which exist in this country 
(unemployment, disability, and payments for the widowed, 
children's allowances, and the elderly). 
END OF TPO's? 
Another aspect to assist cost saving mentioned in the viability 
plan is a suggestion to depend entirely on road transport for 
mail distribution in the future. This would mean a 
discontinuance of the rail network, and one prediction now is 
that the use of rail in this manner may cease by June this year 
- which if it occurs will mean the almost certain end of the 
TPO's (Travelling Post Offices) now operating on the Dublin
Galway and Dublin-Cork lines. 

AN POST PLANS S 
The Minister for Communications, Seamus Brennan, whose 

brief includes authority over all the semi-State bodies, has now 
exercised his powers, and referred An Post's plans, particularly 
the proposed sub-post office closures, to the National 
Economic and Social Council - their report to be completed 
and published within six months. The postal rate increases in 
the meantime proceed - domestic letter rate from 30p to 32p, 
printed paper 26p to 28p., and airmail 50p. to 52p (first 
weight step in each case). 
MacDonnell Whyte Handbook. 
Congratulations to Ian Whyte/MacDonnell Whyte on bringing 
out their revised and updated 1991 edition of "Stamps of 
Ireland". Much infonnation has been added in all areas, but the 
double-column layout has enabled the catalogue to be kept a 
compact size. A proof-reading error affecting some of the 
modem ainnail flight covers will I understand be amended in 
"Irish Stamp News", and the other addition I would wish to 
see is under "Railway Letter Stamps - Modem Issues" - a 50p. 
(rouletted) value having been produced by Northern Ireland 
Railways in 1282. 

11n n 1 ,.,. 

Fon Oft IU'Thd at 

Lw-(&n 

GULF WAR 

(figure 4) 

A 11 postal services from Ireland to Kuwait were suspended 
fol lowing the Iraqi invasion in August 1990. Some services 
were subsequenlly restored, but a further suspension to most 
Middle Eastern destinations, including Iraq, Kuwait, Israel and 
UNIFIL forces, took place on the outbreak of the Gulf War on 
Jan. 17th. A postcard sent from Dublin on 2nd. August and 
addressed to Kuwait, was retained and returned to the sender 
on Aug. 22, with the explanatory label "An Post - service 
suspended to country of destination" and datestamp of the 
Dublin Returned Letter Section. t 

BOOK REVIEW 
(Continued from page 7') 

work contains nine chapters. The conclusion is an intriguing 
one where the author poses seven questions that remain 
unanswered 150 years after this 36 day period during which 
this rate was in effect, proving that there is always room for 
further research. 

This booklet is the first of a series of monographs on Irish 
postal history conceived and published by the Irish Philatelic 
Circle as a tribute to the late Dr. Brian de Burca. * 



Page 6 TI-IE REVEALER Summer 1991 

"The Class Of 1990" 
by Mike Conway 

During Lhe calendar year 1990, Lhe Association enrolled 
Lhirty new members. In addition, 13 members were reinstated. 

Based on information provided by Lhe 30 new members, I 
can report as foUows: 

State or Country of Residence: 
California, 7 members; New Jersey, 4 members; Great 

Britain, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and 
Washington, two members each; Arkansas, Florida, Ireland, 
Iowa, Maryland, Norlh Carolina, Ohio, Soulh Carolina, West 
Germany, one member each. 

Age: 
20-40 years of age 5 
41-50 " 5 
51-60 6 
61 + 11 
? 3 
Nine of Lhose who responded to Lhe question of occupation 

indicated Lhat Lhey were retired. 
As to who proposed the new member, of Lhe 14 members 

who provided an answer, four mentioned Dick McBride and 3 
mentioned Joseph Foley. 

The above gives rise to a number of Lhoughts. In my view, 
if Lhe Association is to continue to prosper, we all need to 
recommit ourselves to do a much beuer job of recruiting new 
members. The addilion of only thirty new members for Lhe 
entire year indicates very few members are promoting Lhe 
Association. Stop and think. When was Lhe last time you tried 
to recru.it a new member? 

OK! So one can claim that 1990 was a poor year 
economically. Well then, how did the Association do in prior 
years? 

Thanks to some fine recordkeeping by Bob Jones, I am 
able to share wilh you annual membership enrollment over 
time as follows: 

1980 68 members 1986 80 members 
1981 104 1987 53 
1982 108 1988 39 
1983 116 1989 25 
1984 94 1990 30 
1985 86 1991 ?? 

From the above it is obvious that enrollment peaked many 
years ago. The numbers speak for Lhemselves. Over Lhe past 
three years, a total of only 94 new members were added to the 
roles ..... compared to Lhe year 1984 when 94 members were 
added in a single year. 

So much for the numbers. Let's tum to Lhe future. 
If the Association is to prosper, each one of us MUST 

make an effort to do some recruiting. The best recruiting is 
done face-to-face. Encourage prospective members to contact 
the secretary and request a membership application. Each 
reader should make an effort to recruit at least one new 
member during Lhe next three months. To supplement your 
efforts, the Associalion will underwrite a one year ad program 
in The American Philatelist. It is felt that this type of ad 
program will generate inquires. 

Please give Lhis program a try. I believe Lhat a concerted 
effort will produce a substantial increase in membership. I will 
keep you posted. $ 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
23 February, 1991 

Dear Editor: 

Following Eugene M. Labiuk's article "Numeral-in-a
Numeral" in the last issue of the Revealer, I am led to add a 
small contribution to this well documented report and to raise 
additional questions. 

A - I have the following cancels in my collection: 
• 2/186 of December 8, 1877 on the "United Service 

Gazeue" newspaper (2 in third bar) 
• 4/186 of August 25, 1877 on the "United Service 

Gazette" newspaper (4 in third bar)+ on stamps 
• 2/186 and 8/186 on 1/2 vermilian 1887 issue 
• 4/186 on pair of Id lilac 1881 issue, wilh trace of 

blue crayon (registered). It is to be noted that: 
• all marks are different from each other, at least with 

the size of 186 
• all "killers" or killing part of duplexes issued from 

1872 have been recut circa 1884. Due to lhe cutting 
process used, they have a different aspect as it 
concerns Lhe shape of Lhe inner cut of the horizontal 
bars on each side of 186. That also applies to Lhe 
Numeral-in-a-Numeral diamond as shown on the 
code 4 hereunder displayed: 

B - As it concerns the Newspaper Branch duplex cancelers 
I have recorded the following data: 

• In 1883 the "normal" duplex canceler was in use. I 
have a "Book Post" wrapper at 1/2 d rate and dated 1 
April 1883 addressed to Paris on which the duplex 
c.d.s. is code llA (fig. 1). 

Fig. 1 
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• All duplexes with the "N" inset that I have, are dated 
from 1884 to I900. It seems that two sets were 
issued: 

- NI to N4 in use I884/I885 
- NI and NA4 to NA6 in use 1891 to 1900 

Nl of the second period of usage is NI of the first 
period recut. 

NA4 is N4 recut 
NA5 and NA6 (fig. 2 and 3) are probably N2 and N3 

respectively recut. 

EASON & s 'oN, Limited 
(l,Alil ....... m::rrm: • IOlll. 

80, MIDDLE ABBEY STREET. 'DUBLIN. 

The Librory, 

n. &I. Amkn•y, .' W~OLWJCll 

'· 

Fig. 2 

My guess is that 4 duplex cancelers of this type were 
in use in each period of time. Could we anticipate that 
this type of canceler was in use at a time the Numeral
in-a-Numeral type is not available? 

• 1884/1885 recutting time of the Numeral-in-a
Numeral 

Lock in Your 
'91-'92 EPA 
Membership 

Dues are Due by 
31 August 1991 
Send To The 

Treasurer 

.. 
Fig. 3 

• 1891/1900 to supersede the Numeral-in-a-Numeral 
devoted to registered mail. 

F. Dixon in IPC News No. 119 mentioned the NPD 
mark coded 1 to 8 with letter A or Zin use from 1885 to 
1890s, just between both periods of usage of the N 
inserted duplex type! Coincidence? 

Could any EPA member provide me with more 
information about all these cancelers? 

I would be grateful if you could publish this 
addendum to E. M. Labiuk's article. For that, do not 
hesitate to rewrite it if deem it necessary. 

Thanking you in advance 

Yours sincerely 

Jacques Renolland 
71 rue de Bellevue 
F92100 Boulogne 
France 
EPA 2046 

Book Review 
by Joseph E. Foley 

Uniform Fourpenny Post in Ireland, by William Kane, 
Published by the Irish Philatelic Circle, softcover, 28 pages. 
Available for $9.00 in the U.S. from COL B. B. Zellers, Box 
1381. Riverside, CA 92502. 

"Good things come in small packag~s" might well apply to 
this little booklet that on the t 50th anniversary of the 
"Uniform 4d Postage" traces its rather brief currency 
(December 5, 1839 to January 9, 1840). No stranger to the 
literature of Irish Philately, particularly Irish Poslal History, 
the indefatigable Bill Kane has made his usual thorough study 
of the subject. Kane examined his collection of auction 
catalogs and dealers lists accumulated from 1935 and 
contacted a number of collectors interested in the subject. In 
addition he examined a number of previous works that are 
listed in a useful bibliography at the end of the booklet. Thus 
in addition to having the results of a single postal historian, we 
have the acknowledged synthesis of the works of several. 

Following a brief historical background there are a number 
of covers shown together with illustrations of the Handstruck 
"4's" followed by rather detailed measurements of the strikes. 
There is a very detailed listing of the Towns and rates. The 

(Continued on page 5 J 
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Rich Fields of Interest 

By Tom Polick 

For the las t year I've been accumulating the numbered 
Dublin, (Baile Atha Cliath) c ircular date postmarks. I'm 
slowly gathering examples and infonnation of the different 
varieties. There are many and I'm awash in an ocean of study, 
and happy as a clam. 

One of my resources for postmarks is 'mission mixtures'. I 
periodically buy a one pound batch by mail. I inspect each 
stamp retaining pos tmarks by county, (a Ia Jim Howley) and 
the whole s logan cancellations. The partials and other leflDvers 
are soaked off, so I get great entertainment value out of my 
mission mix buck. 

This is collcctin~ on a shoestring and occasionally you find 
something unique. At other times it seems ID be a lot of work 
for meager results. You never know what you'll find. You'll 
gamer a large assortment of postmarks and your interests can 
move in many directions. 

To trans la te the Gaelic postmarks, you'll need an 
alphabetical listing. I think James Howley's is excellenL (See 
E.P.A. special offers.) There have been changes in the names 
of offices. Gaelic spelling has been refonned. Small offices 
have been closed, etc. 

Our E.P.A. secretary, Bob Jones is a postmark collector. 
He has several specialized interests, and a goal to have at least 
one example from each of the 2,600 offices that have been 
active since 1922. Postmarks can be rich fields of interest. 

Separation by county is a logical process. Your particular 
interest might be dictated by Irish roots, and lots of topical 
collections can be achieved. One example would be the 
following: 

HOW FAR FROM WHERE? 

ENGLISH GAELIC 

Mile Bush, Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim ... ... Sceitheog an Mhfle 
Mile House, Enniscorthy. Co. Wexford .. ..... .. . Teach an Mhile 
Two Mile Borris, Thurles, Co. Tipperary ........... Buirios Leith 
Two Mile House, Naas, Co. Kildare .......... Teach an cla Mhile 
Three Mile House, Co. Monaghan ........... Teach na dTri Mhile 
Four Mile House, Co. Roscommon .... Teach na gCeithe Mhilc 
Fivemilebome, Co. Sligo ..................... Abhainn an Chartuin 
Fivemiletown, Co. Tyrone .............. ............. Baile na Lorgan 
Sixmilebridge, Ennis, Co. Clare ............... Droichead Abhann 
................................................................. o· gCearnaigh 
Sixmilecross, Omagh, Co. Tyrone ............. Na Coracha M6ra 
Eighte r, Virginia, Co. Cavan ................................... .Iochtar 
Nine Mile House, Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tip .............. Tigh na 
.......................... .... .............................. .... ...... Naoi Mile 

The Gaelic spellmgs are from the EOLAl AN PHOIST 
(1982), post office guide. They have translations and spellings 
for the locations north of the border too. 

(Editor's Note: The 1982 Post Office Guide is still 
available and a great bargain at £1 from the Irish Philatelic 
Bureau, AN Post General Post Office, Dublin I, Ireland). 

So, if your collecting has arrived at a point where the only 
pieces you lack are rare and expensive, new interests can 
surface in the study of postmarks. '*' 

QUIZ 5: ANSWERS 
1-p, 2-f, 3-1, 4-o, 5-g, 6-a, 7-i, 8-m, 9-c, 10-n, 11-b 12-c 13-h 
14-d, 15-k, 16-j. • • • • 

Project Proposal for Numeral 
Collectors 

by Tom Current 

There arc many collectors of the famous "numeral cancels 
in diamo~~ of bars" applied from 1844 to 1906, and beyond, 
to the Bnush postage stamps used in Ireland. It was a nice 
surprise to me and to John Blessington, then editor of ~ 
Revealer. when the sencs of articles on "Doing the Numbers" 
won so much interest and participation. 

The project was aimed at identifying the assigned numerals 
confinned to have been used in the assigned town during the 
four subperiods from 1844-1906. By this means we have 
narrowed down a list of post offices and time periods for 
which nobody appears to have a verifiable example on cover 
or piece. Verification required the numeral, the town-name 
and the date. We can continue to reduce the list of unknowns 
but much of the project has been completed. 

What next? It would be interesting and instructive to learn 
from dedicated collectors what the earliest known date of use 
was for each office, and the later dates that would confirm 
continuous usage during the various periods from 1844 on. 
There were changes and varieties of design, as well as the 
changeover from solitary killer numeral cancel to duplex 
cancels, that could be recorded. 

As a matter of fact, a comparable study has been published 
in 6 volumes by John Parmenter for the numeral cancels of 
England and Wales. I mentioned this study to Stan Challis, 
who has helped on our "Doing the Numbers" survey and he 
quite correctly pointed out that Parmenter had a head start. He 
had the proof books of the BPO as a starting point. He then led 
an effort ID enlist avid collectors in groups or committees to 
collect and evaluate data on each county, resulting eventually 
in the series of six nicely done volumes organized by county 
and post offices: 

We don't have proof books available for Ireland, I gather, 
nor do we have to copy exactly the work done by Parmenter 
and his committees. But, we could certainly survey the 
collections of all cooperating collectors and glean from them 
whatever informatin we decide is useful and available. Just to 
give an idea of the Parmente r work I show a photocopy 
(reduced size) of a part of one page . 

Usually when someone proposes a project, he is quickly 
nominated to accept whatever onerous tasks may be involved. 
I'm sorry! I'm not available to take this on, just in case that 
idea may occur to you. I am very hopeful that someone will 
voluntccr--or that a few interested collectors agree to serve on 
an ad hoc committee to study the proposition and recruit a 
leader. I'm not unwilling to work as a minor participant, so if 
you think this proposal has merit, let me know and I'll help ID 
bring ideas and potential participants into some kind of focus. 
My address is PO Box 4586, Portland OR 97208. 
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Exampl~ of town of Keighley, Yor~s. n~meral 110, from Vol. 6, Barred Numeral Cancellations. England. Warwickshire to 
Yorkshire. by John Parmenter wtlh Michael Goodman and John Saylor Jr, Feb i988. 
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YORKSHIRE 

107 BRADFORD Continued. 

3VODC Type C has Yks at the aide of the eds. 
First sent from the GPO on 16MAY1885. 
Recorded in use from 8AUG1885 to 20DEC1886. 
Codes seen All B4 CJ. 
Rarity F. 
Price ES. 

Another 3VODC was also 
sent on 16MAY1885: 

First sent from the GPO on 16JUN1886. 
Recorded in use from 20DEC1886 to 18APR1890. 
Codes seen 7AA 7BD 7FC 7BG B4. 
Rarity E. 
Price £5 . 

110 KEIGHLEY 

1844 First sent from the GPO in APR1844 . 
Recorded in use from 80CT1844 to 26NOV1852. 
brity D. 
Price £3 . 

3HOS First sent from the GPO on 130Cfl857. 
Recorded in use from 2MAR1858 to 2NOV1866. 
Rarity D. 
Price £3 . 

Another JBOS was 
sent on 27MAY1861: 

-
(ll 10)) -

4VOS First sent from the GPO on 8FEB1868. 
No dated copies known. 
Rarity B. 
Price £10. 

Late examples 
are 2BOS: 

3VOS First sent from the GPO on 30JUL1873. 
Recorded in use from 27MAR1876 to 3FEB1885. 
Rarity G. 
Price ta . 

4VOD First sent from the GPO on 31DEC1864. 
Recorded in use from 15APR1877 to 4FEB1880. 
Codes seen AC DE F. 

((llOlJ 
Rarity E. 
Price £4. 

-

(1101 
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THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT 
WAS-1990 

by Brian Warren 

1990 saw the extension of the postage paid imprint to all 
stationery including registered envelopes and the re
introduction of lettercards. The first two phases of a new 
definitive series entitled "Irish Heritage and Treasures" were 
released and An Post's second "Prestige Booklet" was the first 
booklet to contain both definitive and commemorative stamps. 
Postal rates were revised on 1January1990 with the minimum 
inland rates of 24p (printed papers) and 28p (letters) increased 
to 26p and 30p- respectively. A full table of rates was 
distributed with The Revealer during 1990. Further increases 
of7% will be introduced on 2 April 1991. 

SPECIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES 

The 1990 programme comprising 27 sheet stamps and 3 
booklets was issued over 9 release dates at a cost of IR.£19.95. 
3 of the 27 stamps were isued in sheetlet form - the 3 sheetlets 
have a total retail cost of IR£12.36. The Greetings Booklet 
contains 4 stamps not available as an ordinary sheet issue. The 
1989 totals were 29 stamps, 1 miniature sheet and 2 booklets 
at a cost of IR£17.36. 3 stamps were issued in sheetlet form 
with a total retail cost of IR£9.60. 

Date 
of Issue Description Value Plate Numbe11 

Paper/ 
Gum 

9 Jan Presidency of the European Communities 30p 1A1A1A1 A/1 Bl Bl B1 B CCP3 
European Tourism Year 50p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 

30Jan LoveStamps - Balloon 26p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
(6th Issue) · Lipstick Heart 30p 1A1A1A/1B1B1B CCP3 

22 Mar Greetings Booklet 

5 Apr Williamite Wars Tercentenary 

4 x 2tlp Two panes 
4 x 30p (see note below) 

CCP1 
CCP1 

2x30p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
(so-tenant) 

5 Apr World Cup · lrelnd v. Brazil 30p Sheedet of 4 sets 
· Ireland v. ttaly 30p plus 1 label in 

CCP3 
CCP3 

so-tenant format 

3 May Postage StampAnniversaiy 30p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
50p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 

• Prestige Booklet IR£6.00 Four panes CCP1 

3 May Europa • G.P.O. Dublin 
(30th Issue) ·Westport Post Office 

21 Jun Impact of the Irish Abroad 
(2nd ls.sue · Missionaries) 

30p Sheetlets (2) of 
41 p ten stamps plus 

two labels 

CCP1 
CCP1 

26p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP1 
50p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP1 

Date 
of Issue Description Value Plate Numbe11 

Paper/ 
Gum 

21 Jun Statesmen of Ireland (5th) M. Collins 30p 1A1A11B1B CCP1 

30AugFauna&Flora - Nairus~Fou11dling 26p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP1 
(13th Issue) - Rosa xhibemica 30p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP1 

· PrimulaRowallane Rose 41p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP1 
· Erica erigena Irish Dusk 50p 1A1A1A1A?1B1B1B1B CCP1 

(Garden Rowers} • Booklet IR£2.59 Two panes CCP1 

18 Oct Ireland Series • "Waiting for G.odot" 30p 1A1A1A1A1 Al CCP1 
· "ThePlayboyoftheWestem Wor1d" 30p 1B1B1B1B1B CCP1 

(11th Issue· Theatre) ·"The Field" 30p All four values CCP1 
·"Juno and the Paycock" 30p printed s&-tenant CCP1 

15Nov Christmas -Nativityscene 26p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1818 CCP1 
(20thlssue) ·Madonnaand Child 30p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP1 

- Adorationofthe Magi 50p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
· Child praying beside bedside llR£2.86 Sheetlet • 12 x 2tlp CCP1 

All stamps were primed by Irish Security Stamp Printing 
Limited and perforated 14 x 14 3/4 (vertical format) or 14 3/4 
x 14 (horizontal format) unless otherwise stated. Except as 
indicated below. all full sized sheets contain 50 stamps in the 
usual 10 x 5 or 5 x 10 format with plate numbers at top left, 
colour checks at top right and imprint at bottom lefL I can now 
confirm that the white CCPl paper (and probably CCP2 used 
some years ago) is manufactured and supplied by Harrison & 
Sons Limited. The cream CCP3 is supplied by Coated Papers 
Limited (CPL). The use of two papers will continue as it 
ensures that the printers will always have an alternative source 
of supply. 

Greetings Bookle't: The booklet contains two panes with a 
total of four 26p and four 30p stamps, giving one free 26p 
stamp. The stamps show a bouquet of flowers (26pl), gift 
wrapper parcels (26pll), a ribboned horse shoe (30pl) and 
coloured balloons (30pll). Each stamp has two greeting labels 
attached and the outer edges of the panes are imperforate. The 
stamps were only available in booklets and were printed on 
white CCPl paper. Each pane is rouletted in the left binding 
margin which is stitched into the covers. 

Pane 1: 30pI, 30pll, 26pl, 26pII (right margin imperforate); 
Pane 2: 26pII, 26pI, 30pI, 30pII (right margin imperforate). 

Two stamps have an imperforate right edge giving a total 
of six separately identifiable stamps - 26pl, 26pll, 30pl and 
30pll (fully perforated) and 26pll and 30pll with right margin 
imperforate. 
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Williamite Wars Issue: The two 30p stamps were issued in 
se-tenant fonnaL The stamps measure 44mm x 28mm instead 
of the usual 4 lmm x 30mm. This is the same size as the 
Franconian Apostles stamp of 1989. Sheets are divided into 
two panes of twenty five stamps with horizontal gutter. The 
plate numbers and traffic lights on both "A" and "B" sheets 
were not printed in the usual top margin position. The plate 
numbers are in the left margin beside Rl/l and the colour 
control circles (traffic lights) in the right margin beside Rl/5. 
The imprint is in the usual position in the bottom margin 
below R 10/1. 

World Cup: All sheetlets bear an imprint and colour controls 
but no plate numbers. All sheetlets are perforated through all 
four margins. 

150th Anniversary or the First Adhesive Postage Stamps: 
The sheet stamps were printed on CCP3 cream paper in the 
usual size and sheet format. The Prestige Booklet is 
"philatelic" in both content and fonnat and traces the history of 
Ireland's postage through the years. The booklet contains four 
panes including Anniversary commemoratives and definitive 
stamps from both the "Architecture" and "Heritage" series. 
There are 13 new stamps out of a total of 21 stamps in the 
booklet. All panes/stamps are printed on white CCPl paper. 
The definitive stamps are slightly larger in size than the 
equivalent sheet stamps. They measure 26mm x 2lmm (26p: 
21 mm x 26m) instead of the usual 24mm x 20mm (26p: 20mm 
x 24mm). The design area remains unaltered but the 
surrounding white space between the design and the 
perforations has been increased. In addition the perforations 
differ from the sheet stamps and measure 13 1/4 x 13 1/4 
instead of the usual 14 x 14 3/4 (26p: 14 3/4 x 14). Outer 
edges of all panes are imperforate thus adding imperf. sides to 
certain stamps. The contents of each pane are as follows: 

Ann. = Anniversary stamps; Brooch = Enamelled Latchet 
Brooch; Church = St. MacDara's Church; Pavilion = Central 
Pavilion, Curvilinear Range; Chapel= Cormac's Chapel; R = 
Right side imperforate; T =Top side imperforate. 

Pane 1: 30p, 50pR, 50p, 30pR (all Anniversary stamps); 
Pane 2: 50p Ann., 30p Ann., 30p Church, 30p Brooch; 
Pane 3: 30p Ann., 30pR Church x 2, 30pR Brooch x 2; 
Pane 4: 30p Brooch x 2, 4p Pavilion, 26p Crozier, 4pR 

Pavilion x 2, 26pT Crozier, 26pT Chapel. 

The descriptive text is set out on the inside covers and on 
four text only pages of interleaving. Some additional text and 
illustrations are included on the actual stamp panes. I have 
noted some booklets containing two of either pages 3 or 4 (text 
only pages) instead of one of each page. No rouletting in the 
binding margins which are stitched into the covers. 

The 13 individual stamps are as follows (all white CCPl 
paper):-

Anniversary 
Stamps 
30pand 30pR 
SOp and SOpR 

Architecture 
Definitives 
4pand4pR 
26pT, 30p and 30pR 

Heritage 
Definitives 
26pand 26pT 
30p and 30pR 

Europa Stamps: All sheetlets have an imperforate top margin 
with the remaining margins perforated through. No plate 

numbers, imprint or traffic lights appear on issued sheetlets. 
The two labels fonn a composite design of the CEPT symbol. 
The 30p stamp contains a design error. The central statue of 
Hibernia above the G.P.0. has the pike in her left hand and the 
harp to her right; the positions of the pike and harp should be 
reversed. 

Fauna & Flora (Garden Flowers): The booklet contains two 
panes of four stamps. Pane 1 contains 2 x 26p and l x 30p, all 
with imperf. top and 1 x 30p imperf. top and right. Pane 2 
contains a complete set with the 50p imperf. top and right; 
other values imperf. top. There are thus five separately 
identifiable stamps:-

26p imperf. top 
30p imperf. top 
30p imperf. top and right 
4lp imperf. top 
50p imperf. top and right 

Each pane is rouletted in the left binding margin which is 
stitched into the covers. 

Ireland Series (Theatre): The four stamps (44mm x 28mm) 
were printed in sheets of 40 (two panes of 20 containing 5 
rows of 4 stamps). Each sheet contains 10 horizontal se-tenant 
strips of four. The plate numbers are in the left margin beside 
R 1 &2/1 and the colour control circles (traffic lights) in the 
right margin beside R 1 &2/4. The imprint is in the usual 
position in the bottom margin below RI 0/1. In addition four 
pairs of theatre masks illustrating tragedy and comedy were 
printed in the left margin beside R3/l and 8/1 and in the right 
margin beside R3/4 and R8/4. 

Christmas Sheetlet: The sheetlet contains 3 rows of 4 stamps 
with a total face value of IR £3.12 (i.e. one free 26p stamp). 
All sheetlcts have imperf top and bottom margins and 
perforated left and right margins. Imprint only. No plate 
numbers or colour controls. 

DEFINITIVES 

Architecture Series: There were a number of new printings in 
this the last year of this set which I set out below:-

Plate Paper/ Perr. Rel. 
Value Nos. Gum Type Date Notes 

3p 2A/2B CCPl G4/P2 June 1990 Prev. CCP3 
4p 3A/3B CCPl G4/P2 Jan. 1990 Prev. CCP3 
6p 3A/3B CCPl G4/P2 Jan. 1990 Prev. CCP3 
7p lA/IB CCPl G4/P2 June 1990 Prev. GI/Pl 
!Op 2A/2B CCP3 G4/P2 June 1990 New Plate 
26p 3A/3B CCPI G4/P2 Jan. 1990 Prev. CCP3 
30p 2A/2B CCPl G4/P2 Jan. 1990 Prev. CCP3 
32p 2A/2B CCPl G4/P2 Sep. 1990 Prev. CCP3 

The January 1990 distributions arose from the increase in 
postal rates on 1 January. The 32p CCPl printing was first 
noted in the special presentation pack issued on 20 September. 
This was the first and only CCPI printing of the 32p. All 
surviving plate blocks, sheets etc. appear to have been sourced 
from the philatelic bureau stock. I did not see the CCPl 
printing of this stamp on sale in post offices; it was replaced 
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by the equivalent value in the Heritage & Treasures series in 
March. The 3p, 7p, lOp and 32p primings are all somewhat 
scarce given their re latively short period of sale. 
Heritage and Treasures Series: The rust two phases of the 
new series were released during 1990. A total of 12 values 
have been issued to date with 3 further values due in 1991. 
The initial 6 values were printed on cream CCP3 paper but 5 
values appeared subsequently on white CCPI paper. The 
second phase are on CCPI paper. G4 perforator with P2 perf. 
type for all corner blocks. All with plate numbers 
IA l NIB lB. A full list follows:-

Issue Paper/ 
Value Date Format Gum 

Low Values - Small Format 
Ip 26 July v CCPI 
2p 26 July v CCP1 
4p 26 July v CCPl 

lOp 26 July H CCPI 
26p 8 March v CCPI& 

CCP3 
30p 8 March H CCPl& 

CCP3 
32p 8 March H CCPI& 

CCP3 
34p 26 July v CCPI 
4lp 8 March v CCPI& 

CCP3 
50p 8 March v CCPI& 

CCP3 

High Values - Large Format 
TR £1 8 March H CCP3 
IR£2 26 July H CCPl 

The Silver Thistle Brooch is 
owned by Trinity College, 
Dublin and is not at present on 
public display. All other items 
are held in the National Museum. 
Dublin. Items marked * are 
usually on public display in the 
Treasury section of the Museum. 

Design 

Silver Kite Brooch* 
Silver Kite Brooch* 
Dunamase Food 
Vessel 
Derrinboy Armlets 
Lismore Crozier* 

Enamelled Latchet 
Brooch* 
Broighter Collar* 

Gleninsheen Collar* 
Silver Thistle 
Brooch 
Broighter Boat* 

Ardagh Chalice* 
Tara Brooch* 

4Jp Colour Control 
Block ex sheet JBJB 

The sheet format and markings for the new series are 
similar to the Architecture set except that Colour Control 
blocks have been introduced on both "A" and "B" sheets (in 
differenL positions) as set out below:-

Vertical Format Low Values 
"A" Sheets: Bottom margin below R20/2 
"B" Sheets: Top margin above Rl/2 

Horizontal Format Low Values 
11 A" Sheets: Left margin beside R2/l 
11 8" Sheets: Right margin beside R2/10 

Horizontal Format High Values 
11 A" Sheet: Bouom margin below R 10/2 
"B" Sheet: Top margin above R 1/2 

Perforations also remain 'the same 14 x 14 3/4 (horizontal 
format low values) and 14 3/4 x 14 (others). The 26p and 30p 
values included in the Prestige Booklet arc slightly larger in 
size - sec notes above. The 50p value has become a small 
format low value in the new series. 

A IR£1 booklet was issued on 15 November containing a 
single pane (1 x 2p, 3 x 4p, I x 26p, 2 x 30p plus label). The 
pane was printed on CCP3 paper and has imperf. outer 
margins with stuck down binding margin at left. The cover 
features the Tara Brooch. One change from similar booklets in 
tl1e Architecture series was the absence of a partly perforated 
margin at right. As a result. some stamps have two sides 
imperf. Perforations where they exist are as per sheet issues. 
The pane contains six new singles:-

Stamp 
2p imperf. lefl 
4p imperf. left 
4p imperf. right 
26p imperf. bottom and left 
30p imperf. top 
30p imperf. top and right 

The booklet is sold both as a counter sale item and in a new 
style combined letterbox and stamp machine unit known as 
"Postpoinl'' which have started to appear at various 
supermarkets in the Quinnsworth/Crazy Prices chain. At 
present the letterboxes are closed up but the machines have 
been in operation s ince December. The mechanism is 
electronic rather than mechanical and operates on the inscnion 
of a IR£1 coin. In the Dublin area, I have noted machines 
beside Quinnsworth branches at Anane Castle, Nutgrove and 
Rathfarnham Shopping Centres and at Crazy Prices in 
Dundrum. 

ATM POSTAGE LABELS 

Three types of experimental automatic stamp label vending 
machines were introduced on 8 October 1990. The different 
machines were located .ifillik the head post offices in Cork 
(Amici/Pitney Bowes), Dublin (Frama) and Limerick 
(KHissendorf). Each machine can produce ATM labels of any 
value in Ip increments from Ip to IR£99.99. The abbreviation 

Amie// Pitney Bowes Frama 
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"ATM" has been derived from the 
German term for such labels. 
"Automa1enmarken". The philatelic 
bureau sold a standard set of three 
labels for each type (26p, 30p & 
4 lp). 34p and 50p values were also 
available. Other values had to be 
o rdered in advance. I understand 
that all labels sold by the bureau 
were produced by the 
manufacturers - as a result there 
have been s ignificant delays in 
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fulfilling non-standard orders. Each Kl.. d rf 
machine accepts all coins 1 p to ussen ° 
IR£1 with the exception of the Kli.issendorf which does not 
accept the 5p coin. All machines have a liquid crystal display. 
The Cork and Dublin machines have keypad units. 

eire:~-
Amiel/Pitney Bowes: This is the only machine which gives 
change. The self-adhesive label measures 76mm x 30mm 
( 1,000 per roll) with backing paper measuring 87mm x 
34mm. This large label has a pre-prinLed green background 
with the machine adding the figures of value in black. The 
machine has caused constant trouble and is slow to operate as 
the purchase of each label is a separate operation. It is not 
possible to load the machine with say a IR£1 coin and obtain 3 
x 30p stamps plus 10pchange. The machine will automatically 
give the user change after producing the first 30p stamp. 
Miscut labels are common a1though some varieties can be 
"manufactured". More importantly labels with no figures of 
value or the value partly printed on the backing paper 
surrounding the label are known. 

Frama: The gummed label measures 40mm x 32.5mm (1,500 
per roll). There is no pre-printing. The machine prints the 
whole stamp image (including the chosen denomination) in 
red. The Anns of the I7our Provinces fonns part of the design 
which is too cluttered for printing by the machine. The stamp 
imprint also includes the machine number "001 ". It would be 
preferable to pre-print the more elaborate part of the design. 
The machine allows Lhe user to insert any value of coin and 
then utilise the accumulated credit for any mix of values. If a 
value choice is not made, the machine will automatically 
produce a label Lo the value of the accumulated credit after 
approx. 30 seconds. ll is a fast and efficient machine. Zero -
"0.00" values are known to exist. 

Kliissendorf: The gummed label which measures 43mm x 
25.5mm (2,000 per roll) has a two colour pre-printed green 
and yellow background with the machine adding the figures of 
value in black. All labels have a single left of centre phosphor 
type band which has a yellow reaction under short wave U.V. 
light. This appears to be unnecessary. The machine has eight 

pre-set value buttons (26p, 30p, 34p, 41 p, 45p, 67p, 5 x 26p 
and 5 x 30p). Change by way of a label(s) is given for cash in 
excess of the valuc(s) chosen. As an example if a IR£1 coin is 
inserted and the 45p button is chosen, the machine will 
dispense a 45p label followed immediately by a further 45p 
label plus a 1 Op label. It does not give a single label for Lhe 
balance of 55p but will first print a label for the highest 
available pre-set value. Again if a IR£1 coin is inserted and 
67p chosen the additional labels are 30p plus 2p plus Ip (and 
not 3p!). Other values can only be obtained by insertion of the 
exact coins. As stated above the machine does not accept 5p 
coins making it difficult to obtain single labels for certain 
values e.g. 26p & 45p without resorting to accepting excess 
value labels by way of change. The machine can only take a 
maximum of six different coins, hence the non-acceptance of 
the 5p coin. If coins are insened and no choice is made, the 
machine will automatically return all coins within approx. 15-
20 seconds. The machine is also inclined to reject mint shiny 
coins. In appearance, size etc. this would be my preferred 
choice of label coupled perhaps with the versatility and speed 
of the Frama. 

FIRST DAY COVERS, CANCELLATIONS AND 
MAXIMUM CARDS 

FDC's cost I 7p (as in 1989). The general purpose FDC 
featuring the statue of Hibernia was used for the Michael 
Collins stamp. All other issues had separate pictorial covers. 
Pictorial cancels were available at the usual locations for all 
special, commemorative and definitive issues. Additional 
cancellations were provided for a number of issues as detailed 
below. 

c>w!laie:, 
!990'-- ' 

J\ 

~IRE CLUOACH CHEAO LAE 
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Nine different postmarks spread over sixteen cities/towns 
were available for the Williamite Wars issue with particular 
emphasis on locations associated with the Wars. All postmarks 
have the location name reproduced both in Irish and Englisn. 

Usual First Day Lcoations 
Athlone 
Cork 
Dublin 
Limerick 
Ballinasloe/Bray/Carrick-on
Shannon/Dun Laoghaire/Galway/ 
Sligo(Tralec/Waterford 

Locations for this Williamite 
Wars Issue Only 
Aughrim, Co. Galway 
Ballyneety, Co. Limerick 
Drogheda, Co. Louth 
l(jnsale, Co. Cork 

Design in Postmark 
Castle and Bridge 
l(jng James n 
Mayoral Chain 
Treaty Stone 

Crossed Swords 

Design in Postmark 
Cannon 
General Patrick Sarsfield 
l(jng William IU 
17th Century Ship 

The Postage Stamp Anniversary postmark was applied in 
red. Prestige Booklet panes which included definitive stamps 
(i.e. panes 2 to 4) only received a black CDS cancel. 

Clonakilty, the birthplace of Michael Comns had a pictorial 
postmark for the Statesmen of Ireland Stamp. 

An adapted version of the Irish Theatre set pictorial cancel 
was available at Stampa. The word "Stampa" was added to the 
foot of the postmark. 

A set of four maximum cards (16p each), in usual fonnat, 
was available for the Garden Flowers set 

A TM Labels: Tiucc separate first day rovers with matching 
cancels were available - one for each location (Corte, Dublin & 
Limerick) together with a combined cover and Dublin cancel 
for mixed usage. 

POST OFFICE COIN COVER 

The first one pound Irish coin was issued on 20 June. An 
Post produced a special coin envelope which incorporated one 
of the coins and the new IR£1 Heritage and Treasures 
definitive cancelled by a special first day postmark. Cost 
IR£3.50. 

YEAR BOOK AND PRESENTATION PACKS 

27 September - Year Book: The 1989/90 Year Book contains 
aJJ special and commemorative issues from the 28p Mail 
Coach stamp of 1989 to 30p Michael Collins issue including 
one of the Greetings Booklet panes (either pane was included) 
and both the single set and miniature sheet of the Game Birds 
issue. Total face value IR£12.02. In addition a numbered 
~mperf. black print of the two postage anniversary stamps was 
included. Total ordinary printing of 8,000 books @ IR£23 
each (leather bound edition 300 - IR£100). Collectors who 
purch~ the 1988/89 book were given the opportunity of 
purchasing the 1989/90 copy at a reduced price of TR£20 
provided paid orders were received by the Philatelic Bureau by 
24 November 1989. 

20 Se.ptember - Architecture Pack: This end of series pack 
cont.ams one of each value issued excluding the initial IR£1 
value withdrawn in November 1984. Total of27 stamps with a 
face value of IR£13.15. Cost IR£13.95. 
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15 November • Year Pack: The 1990 Year Pack contains one 
each of the special and commemorative issues including the 
26p Christmas sheetlet stamp but excluding all booklet panes 
and the Grune Birds miniature sheet Total of 27 stamps with a 
face value of IR£9.12. Cost IR£9.30. 

(Continued in nexJ issue) 

CHAPTER REPORTS 
(Continued from page 2) 

Connolly, Second Vice President; Anne Crowe, Treasurer; and 
David Brennan, Secretary. Joseph Foley will continue on in 
the capacity of Trustee and Auctioneer. The format for our 
auctions have been changed and an article in this newsletter by 
Joe Foley will explain the procedures. 

So Cal Chapter 
by Peg 'Zellers 

The So Cal Chapter EPA will be having its usual meeting 
at SESCAL '91 at the Hyatt International Hotel at Los Angeles 
Airpon. The definite time has not been fixed, but we have 
asked for the time we have had for quite awhile. Most likely 
the meeting will be on Sunday 13 October 1991. But be 
looking for an announcement coming your way, with a 
description of the program to be held. Hope to see all EPA 
members in Southern California at that meeting. And bring a 
friend, a prospective member. '* 

From the Desk of the Editor 
Attention writers, authors, 

EPA Officers Chapter Coordina
tors and any others who wish to 
communicate with me, the editor 
o f THE REVEALER! 11 I am 
relocating to my original address 
for what I hope is a short 
temporary move. After 1 July if 
you wish to get in touch with me 
please write to me at 30 

Raymond Street, Rochester, New York 14620. Due to a death 
in my family I have been behind on my correspondence. If I 
have missed anyone or have overlooked anyone I sincerely 
apologize. It is not my intention to do so but what was an 
orderly quick turnaround on my correspondence has turned 
into missing late response and sometimes no response at all. 
Misplace and lost correspondence has also turned up. I shall 
endeavor to improve and rectify the situation. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you 
who have responded so generously with articles and bits to be 
published. I have been asking for some two issues and the 
response has been most gratifying especially from Germany. 
This is not to say that the problem is solved. I can still use 
interesting material. So when you settle down to put pen to 
paper just REMEMBER THE REVEALER. The next deadline 
for the Fall issue is 1 Sept 1991. Historically that issue has 
been delayed due to the election results. I would like to remind 
everyone that we need your votes in the election but also we 

would like you to pay your dues on time also. The 
membership does not really realize how hard it is to recruit 
new members until they have sat for three or four days at a 
table and have been willing to discuss the finer points (or any 
points) of Irish Philately. That's why each member is so very 
precious to our organization. So the message this time is pay 
your dues, vote in the election and write sometime for THE 
REVEALER. Happy collecting. .. 

EPA Future Events 
by Peg 'Zellers 

For those who like to plan ahead, here are dates for EPA 
members to place on their calendars. The EPA will have a 
table at World Columbian Stamp EXPO '92. Many of you will 
remember Ameripex '86 and the part EPA played there. We 
hope to duplicate the success of Ameripex and the marvelous 
time had by all EPA members who could attend. There will be 
a meeting of the association, too. It has tentatively been 
designated as the Annual General Meeting for 1992. The date 
of the meeting is not fixed as yet but we will give yolll plenty 
of notice when it is. 

Now, to look way down the road. As we did in 1975, our 
25th Anniversary, and 1985, our 35th, the lfIRE PHILATELIC 
ASSOCIATION will be celebrating its 45th Anniversary at 
WESTPEX '95 in San Francisco. h is a bit early to write that 
one on the calendar, but keep it in mind and you will hear 
!11ore and more as 1995 approaches. Anyone who has any 
ideas on how to commemorate the occasion of 45 years of 
existence, or who would like to assist in preparing for it, 
contac t Garvin Lohman or Preston Pope, the two Pas t 
Presidents, who made 1975 and 1985 such great events. '* 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 
New members are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days of 
publication. 

#2263 John E. Corr, 19224 De Havilland Dr., Saratoga, CA 95070 
#2264 Diane P. Anderson, 607 B St., Enola, PA 17025 

Reinstatements - 66 

A listing of all reins1ated members will be included in !he next Seao1ary's Report. 

Resignations 
#1743 Jim Hill, 2015 Lk., Bonavista Or. S.E. Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2J 2Z8 

Deceased 
#1803 John T. Bygott, 4217 Palmotto, Philadelphia, PA 19124 

Membership Status 
Membership as of February 16, 1991 

New Members 
Reinstatements 
Resignations 
Deceased 

Paid membership as of May 14, 1991 

2 
66 
1 
1 

503 

569. 
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Dues Will Be Due 

by Peg 'Zellers 

Many members are not aware that the EIRE PHlLATELIC 
ASSOCIATION operates on a fiscal year that begins 
September I and ends August 31. This stems from the historic 
fact that the association was founded in the month of 
September. Dues were first collected at that time and it has 
gone on and on from there, through the years. Dues are due 
September I. 

To notify the membership that it was dues-paying time, for 
many years a pre-addressed payment envelope was distributed 
with the summer issue of the Revealer. Apparently, many 
members missed the envelope, did not remit dues, and when 
notified of their delinquency, pleaded lack of knowledge of the 
due date. 

This year we are going to try a different approach. Those 
who pay annual dues will receive, through a special mailing, a 
remittance envelope with all the dues amounts and facts on it. 
Be watching for this envelope during August. Save your 
association a great deal of funds by immediately returning the 
pre-addressed envelope with the correct amount you will owe. 
We accept Irish Pounds, Pounds Sterling, as well as U.S. 
dollars. On the first two, please check on the current exchange 
rate. Unfortunately, we are not in a position to accept other 

currencies, such as Canadian dollars or deutsche marks. 
Remember, dues for 1991-1992 will be due September 1, 

1991. Of course, there is available a LIFE MEMBERSHIP for 
US $140.00, Canada and Mexico $170.00 US dollars, all other 
countries $200.00 US dollars, and then you would never have 
to wonder whether or not you have paid your dues. Life 
Memberships may be paid in three installments. $t · 

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
EPA LIBRARY? 

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 

Have you been wondering what happened lO the EPA 
Library? Or where it is? Or, How to use it? Well here are some 
answers. Our current Librarian has had lO resign for personal 
reasons and the Library has been returned lO our President, 
Peter Bugg. All of the material is intact and available for your 
use. Due to the impending elections and change of the power 
structure Peter has decided to take no action on the 
replacement Librarian and to allow Bob Moskowitz, our new 
President to be to make the decision. AU of you budding 
librarians attention. I think that it would be wise for you to let 
Bob know that you are interested in the job. I am certain that 
Bob would like that information and it would help him lO 
make his decision. You can write to him at 1637 East 
Baltimore St. Baltimore, MD 21231. $t 

[.P.A. SPECIAL OH'ERS 

The f~llowing items may be order~d from R!char~ J. McBride, 153 Orchid Road, Meriden, CT 06450 U.S.A. All prices include postage and 
handlma. Overseas add S LOO per uem for air mail. Make all cheque~ and money order~ payable 10 Richard J. Mcllride. 

Irish Overprint Identifier - A clear plastic overlay to help sort out 
your overprint issues. With it is a chart giving Scott and Gibbons 
numbers and an article on identifying the overprints. Price $4.50 

Catalog of the Poslal Markings of Dublin c. 1840-1922 - Soft 
cover booklet by William Kane. A most informative and detailed 
publication for the collector of this phase of Irish philately. A 
must. Price $3 .00 
Die Mellenstempel Der lrlschen Post - (The Mileage Marks of 
Ireland) 1808-1839 by Hans G. Moxter. 1985 Edition. 64pp. Text 
in German and English. Published by FAI, the Irish Philatelic 
Group in Germany. Most informative and well illustrated. A com
plete listing of all known Irish mileage marks. Price $3.50 
Ireland - Catalogue of Perflns - compiled and edited by Richard 
L. Mcwhinney. Published by The Perrins Club - 1984. 34 pp. 
punched for 3 ring binder. The catalogue is designed for use as an 
album as well as catalogue. Only observed Perfins are catalogued. 
Also, 2 pages of suspected or previously reported designs. Price 
$6.50 

The Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925 - James J. 
Brady's detailed study of the Irish Revenue Stamps. All are in 
easy-to-follow catalog form with many details. A must for the 
Auction. Price $2.25 

E.P.A. Rubber Stamp - The Official Seal or the Association as 
seen on the from of all official Society papers has been made into a 
rubber stamp available to our members. Dress up your envelopes 
and correspondence. Sold only to members at $6.00 

Uniform Fourpenny Post in Ireland - by William Kane. Pro
duced by the Irish Philatelic Circle, 28 pages. softcover, 
illustrated, a fine postal history item. Price $9.00. 
The Maltese Cross in Ireland - by Hans G. Moxter 1988 Edition. 
Published by FAI, text of the 80 page book is in both German and 
English. This is probably the most comprehensive review of this 
postmark to date. Price $7 .50. 

Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860 - by William Kane. 
This booklet has been produced by FAI of West Germany. In 
English and German and records the colours, periods of usage o n 
the various types of undated namestamps. Price $3.75 

"Die Ganzsachen lrtands" - (The Postal Stationery of Ireland) 
by Otto Jung. 1990 EdJllon, Text in German & English. Published 
by FAI, the Irish Philatelic Group in Germany. This new edition is 
by far the most specialized and authoritative and gives a very com
plete listing of Irish postal stationery available . Well illustrated. 
Prices for mint and used in OM, IR4 & USS. Price SI0.00 
The Post Offices and Datestamps of the County of Leitrim -
Original study of Dr. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. 
Howley. A very informative book showing 72 illustrations or 
handstamps, a map and descriptions of post office locations. A 
very useful item for postmark and postal history buffs. Published 
by EPA, 23 pages., Price $6.00 

lrillb Poslal Rates BefOft 1840 - by F.E. Dixon. Produced by FAI 
it is in German and English. This publication listS the Irish Postal 
Rates from 1657 to 1840. A superb guide for Postal Historians. 
Price $4.00 

STAMPS OF IRELAND 1991 Specialized Catalogue - by Mac
Donnell Whyte. Comprehensive listing of Irish Philately, a must 
for all collectors. P rice $13.00 book.rate or $15.00 first class. 

E.P .A. Offldal Pia - A handsome metal pin replica of the 
E.P.A. logo. Available to members only at Sl.25 each. 

A U.llna of Irish Postmarks In Gaelic from 1922 - by James T. 
Howley. Produced by the E.P.A., Irish Postmarks are listed 
alphabetically in Gaelic with their English translations. It is a most 
comprehensive Guide to postmarks available. 82pps $6.00. 

THE REVEALER INDEX - by Patrick J . Ryan, Sr. A com
prehensive index o f all philatelic artkles appearing in THE 
REVEALER from the first issue through the end of 198S. Articles 
arc listed by subject matter. Cost: US & Canada SB. 75 others: 
SI0.00. 
A• ln1rod11ctlon of Irish Mllrago Merk• - by W. E. Davey. 
Published by the EPA, 1989 Edition, 22 pages. An ein:ellent book 
for the beginning collector of Irish Mileage Mark >. Pri~c SS.00. 

SOCAL Sou~enir Card - commemorating the 150th anniversary 
of the Postage Stamp and the 40th Anniversary of the EPA. A 
handsome card in green & black on white ba~kground depicting 
the penny black & the EPA logo. Cards are numbered to 300. Price 
SI .2S. 


