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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
This past weekend, Augusl 

22nd lo !.he 25!.h, was one lhal I 
will remember for a long time. 
The annual meeting of !.he EPA 
which we held at StampshQW in 
Philadelphia was my lasl official 
duly as presidenL Among lhe 
many people who altended !.he 
meeling were Pal Ryan, Mike 
Conway. Joe Foley. Dick 

McBride, Gene Labiuk, Dave Brennan, James Maher and Pal 
Walker. Our incoming president Bob Moskowitz and I met for 
a few hours on Friday and again on Saturday morning before 
he had lo leave for a prior commitment. Wilhout doubt !.his 
was one of !.he largest gatherings of directors and department 
heads of !.he EPA for many a year. A full report on !.he minutes 
of the meeting will appear in our next issue. 

Padraig O'Shea of Raven Stamps in Cork came !.he farthest 
lo !.he show and !.he Hoban and Barry chaplers were well 
reprcsenlcd. Our members auending !.he show were privileged 
to be able lo see two of !.he mosL outstanding exhibits of Irish 
material in existence: Pat Walker's Postal History and Bob 
Benninghoffs Coil collections. For the colleclor, good 
material was hard lo find, and, if you did find it, !.he prices 
were high. IL seems !.hat the recession has not hit Lhe stamp 
trade. 

Before I say good-bye for Lhe last time I would like to 
extend my thanks to all who have served with me over the past 
four years and Lo wish my successor and his staff all Lhe best 
for the upcoming year. I have made many new friends all over 
Lhe country and I look forward to seeing them at shows in the 
future. Good-bye to all of you and Good Collecting. $' 

John McCormick Chapter 
Meets 

Pictured here are the EPA members who attended the very 
fruitful and interesting meeting of the John McCormick 
Chapter, held at Philatelic Show 91 in Boxborough, MA on 
May 4, 1991. The principal topic for discussion was choosing 
other shows at which to meeL 

Front Row Left to Right -
Edith Hmman, Bob Jones, Peg Zellers 
BackRow-
John Gearin, Peter Bugg, __ , 
Donnelly. 

Dick McBride, Edward 

* 
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CHAPTER REPORTS 

Commodore John Barry 
Chapter 

by David J. Brennan 

The Quarterly Meeting was 
held in conjunction with the 
NOJEX '91 Show at the 
Meadowlands Hilton, on May 
25th. The luncheon was attended 
by twelve members and guests. 
The meeting that followed was 
attended by five guests of which 
one joined our fine organization. 
An excellent program was 

presented by Paul Wittreich on "Censorship on Irish Mail in 
World War II". Paul made available to us a reprint from 
POSTAL HISTORY JOURNAL NO. 85, June 1990. Anyone 
desiring a copy please contact Paul or the Editor for same. 
Henry Bright, our president, conducted the business portion of 
our meeting and stressed that one of his goals this year is to 
continue to have good programs and to increase membership. 
The latter will only be successful if we all try and bring one 
new prospective member to our meetings. The meetings are 
always open to guests of members. Karl Winkelmann of 
County Wicklow was a guest and talked briefly about the Irish 
Airmail Society. Anyone interested in joining should contact 
Tony Cutchey, 42 Ballyferoot Parade, Dublin 10. If I 
understood Karl correctly, he is the editor of the IRISH 
AIRMAIL SOCIETY JOURNAL. We wish them luck in their 
new adventure. Anne Crowe mentioned dues were being 
collected for the current year, so those of you who haven't paid 
please see Anne at our picnic or mail them to her. '*" 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
July 7, 1991 

Dear Editor: 

Some years ago The Revealer entered a request for Irish 
Cancelled Stamps for my Ben Franklin Stamp Club at St. 
Leo's - Grades 3 thru 6 (7th & 8th were closed 2 years ago). 

If any members would like to send some, the stamps would 
be gratefull y appreciated. Please send them to: 

Mrs. Theresa Fitzgerald 
St. Leo's Stamp Club 
112 Woodford Village Drive 
Versailles, KY 40383 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Fitzgerald 

QUIZ6 

Philatelic Gaelic II: Philatelic 
Terms 

by Charles J. G. Verge 

Once again you are called upon to decipher Gaelic used for 
postal purposes. In this case, the terms are all commonly used 
or can be found on the stamps, postal stationery or other 
philatelic collectibles of Ireland. 

l. u A Chead E Siuna 
2. An Scrud6ir d'Oscail 
3. Aer-Phost (Aer-post) 
4. Postas 16chta 
5. Aerlitir (Aer-lilir) 
6 . An Post 
7. Pingin 
8. Litir-Charta (Leiter-cart.a) 
9. Carta Poist (Carta puist) 
10. Chlaraithe 
11. Stampai 
12. Postas le hloc 

(PostaS le n'ioc) 
13. Rialtar Sealadac na 

h.Eireann 
14. Saorstat :Ei.reann 
15. Poblacht na h.Eireann 

a. Penny (pence) 
b. Irish Free State 
c. Postage paid 
d. Registered 
e. First Day of Issue 
f. Post-card 
g. Air mail 
h. Postage due 
i. Opened by Censor 
j. Aerogramme (airletter) 
k. Republic of Ireland 
l. Letter card 

m. The Post Office 

n. Stamps 
o. Provisional Government 

of Ireland 
(Answers on page 29) 

From a Beginning Point of View 
by James Magill 

A good first book for the beginner is James MacKay's, 
EIRE-TIIE STORY OF EIRE AND HER STAMPS, available 
from the EPA library. The firsl chapter is entitled "History and 
Geography" and is an excellenl summary of both, taking the 
reader up to 1966. The second chapter, "Postal History," 
discusses postmarks, the introduction of adhesive stamps, 
cancellations, railway leuer stamps, slogan postmarks, and the 
changes that began in 1922 when the Irish Free Stale came 
inlo existence. Chapter 3 discusses "British Stamps Used in 
Iceland," from May 1840 till February 1922. The adhesive 
postage stamps used in what is now Eire were the ordinary 
British definitives. The rebellion of 1916 (the "Easter Rising") 
is described in a chapter along with the stamps which were 
issued to commemorate the 50th anniversary of that historical 
event. The beginning and development of definitive series (up 
to the Gerl definitives) are discussed, and the 
commemmoratives from 1929 to 1967 are described in detail. 
There is much more, including an Appendix with the Gaelic 
alphabet and glossary of place names. 

For this beginner the book answered a host of questions. 
Regrettably there is no succeeding single work with such 

detail. Is there? '*" 
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THAT WAS THE YEAR 
THAT WAS -1990 

(Continued from last issue) 

by Brian Warren 
POSTAL STATIONERY 

2 January • IR£1 Prepaid Pack of Five Postcards 
In connection with the increase in post.al rates on 1 January, a 
pack of fi.ve prepaid postcards was released on the following 
first working day of the year. At 20p per card, this represents a 
significant reduction as compared to the normal postcard rate 
of 26p (excluding the cost of purchasing a card - 2p/3p). The 
cards are valid for Ireland and all EC countries. Additional 
stamps are required for posting elsewhere (4p - other European 
countries; 6p - overseas airmail). The postage paid indicator is 
smaller when compared with the type used on St Palrick's Day 
cards with only fou r Post signs (usually five) and no 
shamrock. 

17 February - St. Patrick's Day Cards and Lettercard 
The five poslCards feature (1) the Irish landscape with its forty 
shades of green by Aislinn Adams; (2) a Celtic Cross with a 
greeting in Irish by Ann Flynn; (3) a "Peace" design by 
O'Connor O'Sullivan Advertising; (4) a view of Croagh 
Patrick by Richard Ward; and (5) a humorous shamrock 
shaped snake by Pat Keenan. Cost 30p each. The "Peace" card 
is similar to, but not the same as, the equivalent design of 1984 
and 1985. Ten million cards (all designs) have been sold since 
their introduction in 1984. The "Peace" card is one of the most 
popular designs. A special pictorial leuercard was introduced 
in 1990. The lettercard depicts shamrocks pouring out of an 

envelope wilh a Red Admiral butterfly in the comer and was 
designed by Q Design. Cost 35p. Usual postage paid imprint 
with shamrock. 

14 March - "A" Size Prepaid Envelope 
The postage paid imprint is the same as that used on the 
postcard issued on 2 January. The lining of the envelope has 
reverted to "Glenmalure" instead of "An Post". Cost 34p. 
Presumably the postage paid imprint only covers the minimum 
Inland and EC rate (30p) although this is not stated on the 
envelope. 

==U\E liil>Clll __ 

iiil>Clll .......... 

World Cup Kidney Scarf Competition 
"KennyUve" 
Bo:ii:2770 
DubUJl, 8. 

26 March - World Cup Kidney Scarf Prepaid P~tcard 
This card is of semi-official status and is more properly a 
private "stamped to order" item similar to the Bord Frulte cards 
of 1988. The card was issued to raise funds for a charity 
connected wilh organ transplants. The charity ran a postal qui.z 
on Irish Television's (RTE) "Kenny Live" programme. 
Entrants had to answer three easy questions pre-printed on the 
reverse of the card and guess the length of the specially knitted 
World Cup scarf on display in the studio. A total of 175,000 
cards were printed. Number sold unknown. The cards were 
sold in post offices at IR£1 each and withdrawn from sale on 5 
April. The card did not have a general use as the competition 
address was pre-printed on the front of the card. 

18 April· Size G and H Prepaid Registered Envelopes 
The two new registered envelopes also 
bear the new postage paid imprint 
together with the wording "Bun Taille 
Chlruuithc/Minimum Registration Fee". 
The wording/layout of the envelopes 
remain unaltered. The envelopes cost 
[R£1.4 J and [R£1.46 respectively and Sun To lie Chlo•uothe 

the postage paid imprint Covers the Monomum Reg,.uotoon Fee 

minimum postage (30p) and registration 
fee (JR£I). 

21 April - Sl6gMh Naisiunta Postcard 
A special postcard with no stamp imprint was provided for this 
annual event which was held in Thurles, Co. Tipperary this 
year. No charge. 

7 June - IR£1.9S Prepaid Pack of Five Aerogrammes 
The aerogramme illustrates three of the designs featured on the 
Parks and Gardens set of 1989 - Garinish Island, Connemara 
National Park and Glenveagh National Park. The aerogramme 
rate is 42p so the pack gives a saving of 15p. 
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July (?) • 27p Prepaid Re-Direction Pos~car~ • 3rd P~inting 
I first noted the new printing of the re-direcnon card 10 July 
but the card was probably available earlier in the year. The 
typesetting/layout etc. is the same as the previous printing but 
the card now has the new smaller postage paid indicator. 

10 July - ffi£1.30 Prepaid Pack of Five Lettercards 
The new lettercard features a design by Frances Poskitt. The 
retail pack of five represents an overall discount of 45p. Usual 
postage paid indicator covering postage within Ireland and to 
all EC countries. 

18 October • Postal History Exhibition Cards 
The fourth set of Postal History cards was released on the 
opening day of Stampa and feature (1) Penny Black; (2) 
Mulready Envelope; (3) 17p Rowland Hill stamp issued in 
1979; and (4) Penny Black plus montage of Irish definitive 
stamps. Each card incorporates a pre-printed 30p Postage 
Stamp Anniversary stamp. Cost 30p each. 

26 October - Oireachtas Postcard 
The Oireachtas card has no prepaid postage indicator and once 
again reproduces the 1987 Ennis Fleadh Nua maximum card 
design. This annual event was held in Ennis this year as part of 
their 750th anniversary celebrations. The same design was 
used for the Sl6gadh Naisiunta cards in 1988 and 1989. There 
is no charge for mint cards. 

Undenominated Items etc: The undenominated items 
referred to above are not postal stationery items within the F1P 
definition of the term because they do not bear any stamp 
imprint. As already stated above, I consider the World Cup 
Kidney Scarf postcard a private "stamped to order" item. All 
such items are included above given that they were 
distributed/sold by An Post. 

EXHIBITION SOUVENIRS AND CACHETS • 
NORTHERN ffiELAND AND OVERSEAS 

17/18 February· Stampex Ulster, Belfast 
The third set of Postal History cards as released at Stampa '89 
was overprinted by the organisers of Stampex Ulster held in 
the Europa Hotel, Belfast. The overprint reads "Stampex 
Ulster/Belfast/17-18 February. 1990". As this set of cards does 
not bear pre-printed postage stamps it was possible to affix GB 
stamps and obtain a Belfast cancellation. A total of 196 sets 
were overprinted. Cost Stg£2 per set. 50 sets of the total were 
sold by the organisers with a 20p Northern Ireland definitive 
•attached and cancelled by the Belfast Philatelic Counter 
pictorial postmark dated 17 February. 

19 to 21 April - Essen Stamp Fair 
A special cachet was available from An Post's agent at the 
show. 

3to13 May· Stamp World '90, London 
The Postage Stamp Anniversary Prestige Booklet was 
available with Stamp World '90 logo overprint. Cost IR£6.00. 
A special cachet was available from the An Post stand. I have 
also noted some Eire Philatelic Association 40th Anniversary 
covers used at the show with the cachet applied. 

e.renaro~ 
aietrr8le1 ·~ 
19-22N'Rl 19'i0 

2-10•VI•1990 

The German based FAI study group overprinted the St. 
Patrick's Day postcard set (with first day cancel) in green "Die 
FAI Grtisst von der Stamp World London 90". 47 sets (235 
cards) overprinted. Known both with and without An Post 
Stamp World '90 cachet. 

1to10 June· Belgica '90, Brussels 
A special cachet was available from An Post's agent at the 
show. 

24 August to 2 September - New Zealand 1990 
The Prestige Booklet pane featuring the GPO Dublin was 
overprinted for sale at New Zealand 1990 held in Auckland. 
Cost IR£1.50. A cachet was also available at the show. 

7 to 9 September - lndypex '90, Indianapolis 
The local chapter of the Eire Philatelic Association produced a 
green card to which was attached a 1/2d Gerl definitive 
cancelled in green by the E.P.A. badge cachet. 

Socol CbopCea 
•olutes 

eu~e pb1Lat:el1c assoc1at:1oa -40tb .Anmueusorey 
illd 

The I SOlh Annlv«n1ry of the Pottaee Stamp 

SESCAl '90 
Los Angel01, Califomia.,October 12·14. 1990 

12 to 14 October - Sescal '90, Los Angeles 
The local Socal Chapter of the Eire Philatelic Association 
_produced a card which incorporated the EPA medal design and 
.ait illustration of a penny black. The card commemorates both 
the 40th anniversary of the EPA and the 150th anniversary of 
the postage stamp. The two colour green and black numbered 
cards exist mint and with USA stamp cancelled with the show 
postmark. 

EXHIBITION SOUVENIRS AND POSTMARKS • 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

3 March - Mid Western Philatelic Society Exhibition & 
Fair, Limerick 
The 11th annual exhibition and fair was held at Cruises Hotel. 
There was a numbered edition of 300 booklets containing 2 x 
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24p Red Grouse stamps (ex. Game Birds set of 1989). Cost 
IR£ 1.00 Philatelic facilities, special cover and usual postmark 
featuring the Treaty Stone of Limerick design available. 

16 June - Donegal Philatelic Society Exhibition, Donegal 
Town 
The second Donegal show was held in the Abbey Hotel. A 
special numbered booklet containing 3 x 4p Architecture 
stamps was sold for 35p. The postmark features Mount ErrigaJ 
:lS used in Ballybofcy in 1989. Philatelic facilities provided. 

(~~i~) NTE1'1'ATIONAL 
STAlo'HX 

<,• tx. \cf.c 

29 September - Sligo Philatelic Society Exhibition, Sligo 
The 9th Sligo show was held in the Silver Swan Hotel. A 
numbered booklet containing 3 x 6p Architecture stamps was 
sold for 35p. A postmark in similar design as prior years was 
available. Philatelic facilities provided. 

6 October - Cork Phila telic Society Exhibition 
Held at the Imperial Hotel, Cork. Numbered edition of 400 
booklets containing 2 x 30p Postage Stamp Anniversary 
stamps. Cost IR£1.25. Philatelic facilities, special cover and 
postmark available. 

18 to 21 October - Stampa '90, Irish National Stamp 
Exhibition 
The annual show was once again held at the Riverside 
Exhibition Centre, Sir John Rogerson's Quay, Dublin 2. Two 
of the ~ostage Stamp Anniversary Prestige BoolcJet panes were 
overpnnted. _Memtx:s (subscription IR£10) received the pane 
bearing an illustration of a pre-adhesive cover with a red 
overprint which reads "STAMPA, 1990 IRISH NATIONAL 
STAMP EXHIBITION 18 - 21 OCTOBER". Total of 
numbered 296 panes. The pane with the Mulready envelope 
was on. genei:aJ .sale at the show (IR.£3) and was overprinted in 
blue with a smularly worded overprint. Total printing of 1 ()()() 
sheets. Unsold panes will be split and used for postage. Both 
sheets were numbered and were distributed to members prior 
to the exhibition on 3 October. 

~s stated above, fo~r postcards on the Postage Stamp 
Anniversary theme were issued by An Post The four matching 
Starnpa cancels reproduced Maltese Crosses - Dublin (October 
18): Ross (October 19): Mullingar (October 20); and Cork 

(October 21). There was also a special cancel for the Irish 
Theatre stamps. 

The card featuring the Mulready envelope was printed on 
the reverse by Stampa with the menu for the awards dinner at 
McGrattans Restaurant, 76 Fitzwilliam Lane, Dublin 2 on 20 
October. Total printing of circa 90 cards. The cards bear the 
exhibition cancel of the same date. The menu of the dinner 
was not printed on the cards. 

Full philatelic facilities were available at the An Post stand. 
Registration service available. DNIOO philatelic bureau label 
applied. Baile Atha Cliath single ring bureau CDS was also 
used at the show. 

The German based FAI study group once again visited the 
show. Each member received an illustrated envelope featuring 
a German post office vehicle. The envelope has a 30p Theatre 
stamp cancelled with the special Stampa first day postmark 
associated with this issue. The covers also had the private FAI 
cachet applied in green which reads "FAI SUCCESS IN 
IRISH PHlLA TELY POST EIRE". A card insen illustrated the 
same vehicle and had a brief message applied with a four line 
rubber handstamp which reads "Viele GrilBe an die/FA! -
Mitglieder/von der STAMPA '90/lhr FAI - Vorstand". Total of 
225 sent to members. 

10 November - Waterford IPT A Fair 
The Irish Philatelic Traders Association in association with An 
Post launched a series of fairs and exhibitions commencing at 
the Tower Hotel, Waterford. Pane I of the Garden Flowers 
booklet was overprinted with the wording "COLLECTORS' 
ROAD SHOW - WATERFORD 1990". Total printing 300. 
Cost IR£3. A special postmark was also available. Philatelic 
facilities provided. 

1 December - Galway IPT A Fair 
The second fair was held at the Galway Ryan. The same 
Garden and Flowers booklet pane was overprinted in a similar 
manner. Total printing 300. Cost IR.£3. A special postmark 
was also available. Philatelic facilities provided. 

Note: There was no Limerick Coin, Stamp and Postcard Fair 
in 1990. 
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OTHER SPECIAL POSTMARKS 

I set out below details of special postmarks noted other than 
~e exhibition items referred to above. Except for the balloon 
flig.hts, none of the postmarks listed below were given advance 
notice by An Post Each Postal Area can now authorise its own 
special postmarks (and slogan cancels). This arises from the 
de-centralisation of management under An Post As a result 
ne~ postmarks of a non-philatelic nature are usually not 
notified to collectors. 

28 April and 25/26 June~ European Communities' 
Meetings, Dublin Castle 
Ireland held the Presidency of the European Communities for 
the six-month period 1 January to 30 June 1990. Post office 
facilities were provided at Dublin Castle in connection with 
Summit meetings held at Dublin Castle on 28 April and 25/26 
June. Special postmarks were available as illustrated. They 
were applied in purple. 

21 to 24 June: Carrolls Irish Open Golf Championship, 
Portmarnock, Co. Dublin. 
The annual postmark is the same as the 1988 and 1989 design 
and was applied in black. Post office facilities provided. Note 
the 1991 Championship will be held in Killarney, Co. Kerry 
(20 to 23 June). 1991 is the centenary year of the Golfing 
Union of Ireland and Portmarnock will host the Walker Cup 
on 5/6 September. Two special stamps to mark these events 
will be issued on 3 September. 

29 July: Pestalozzi Kinderdorf Wahlwies (Germany) and Pro 
Juventute (Austria) held their second series of Irish Balloon 
Mail flights from Ballon, Co. Carlow on 29 July. Two special 
cancels were available in connection with the flights. Covers 
bear either of two receiving. rubber handstamps of RAth Bhile 
(Rathvilly) or Tulach 0 Bhfeidhlim (Tullow) - both in Co. 
Carlow. The rubber handstamps appear to be imitations of the 
steel circular date stamps of the respective local post offices. 
The two special postmarks were used in connection with both 
flights giving a total of four combinations of postmarks. 

I have already referred to the special postmark used in 
connection with the IR.£1 Coin Cover. 

MACHINE SLOGAN POSTMARKS 

1990 was another quiet year on the slogan front, with just 
three more to add to the list. However, each of them was 
remarkable in its own way. 

298 

299 

"Jo-Maxi" : Used in Dublin on 14 February (St. 
Valentine's Day). Dies B, D(?), E(?), F & G. 5 dies 
were issued but only 3 seen to date. Jo-Maxi is a 
children's/teenage television programme, on which 
a competition to design the 1991 Love Stamps was 
launched. The slogan is meaningless to most 
people. It was used again on 14 February 1991. 

CEl{T'f NAAY YEAR 
R J.811Ref'll' SONS 

\'iATCHrtf\KHlS 2. J£WEll£1\S 
BIRR 

WE S1ANDTH£ T£STOF TIME
ESTABLISHED 1890 

"Centenary Year I R.J. Barber & Sons I 
Watchmakers & Jewellers I Birr I We Stand the 
Test of Time I Established 1890" : Used in Birr 
during August, September and December (and well 
into 1991). This must be the longest worded slogan 
yet seen. 
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Cl«!Vl\1\1.1~1 Ol41M SClllCT . 

300 "National I Chemistry I Week I November 7-14 
1990 I Chemistry· The Creative Science" : Used 
in Dublin in November on one machine (Die E). 
For the first time the Border between Republic of 
!t"eland and Northern Ireland is shown on a postal 
item. 

FLIGHT COVERS 

25 March 

1 April 
(Sunday) 

23 May 

29 July 

19 Sept 

Dublin to Birmingham by Scandinavian Airlines 
SAS 

Dublin lO Munich by Lufthansa (covers 
postmarked 30 March) 

Sligo to Luton by Ryanair 

Balloon flights from Ballon, Co. Carlow to both 
Rathvilly and Tullow, both in Co. Carlow. 

Dublin to Los Angeles by Aer Lingus (First 
flight - cargo only) 

28 Oct Dublin lo Barcelona by fberia (covers 
posunarked (Sunday) 26 October) 

FOREIGN ST AMPS WlTH IRISH 
ASSOCIATIONS 

Bulgaria: A World Cup set issued on l December l2.a2 
included a miniature sheet (SG MS3646) with two 50st. 
values. One of the two stamps includes the former Northern 
Ireland international player. 

Czechoslovakia: A set of four stamps (SG 303013) was issued 
on 2 July to mark the "Inter Canis" Dog Show, Brno. The lk 
value (SG 3031) features an Irish wolfhound as part of the 
design. 

El Salvador: A World Cup set of seven stamps issued on 15 
June (SG 2118/14) featured the flags of the participating 
countries. A I col. value (SG 2 114) includes the Irish flag. 

Germany: A lOOpf. value issued to mark the 150th 
Anniversary of the Postage Stamp (SG 2329) included as part 
of the stamps on stamp design the lOOpf. stamp issued in 1989 
for the direct elections to the European ParliamenL I referred 
in my 1989 article to this stamp which depicts the flags of the 
twelve member states including Ireland. 

Gr eat Britain: A set o f four stamps (SG 1522/5) was issued 
on 16 October Lo commemorate the centenary of the British 
Astronomical Association and the bicentenary of Armagh 
Observatory. The 22p value (SO 1522) featured the 
Observatory as part of the design. Two special first day 

postmarks were available in Armagh. Also available in a 
presentation pack. 

Italy: A set of 6 sheetlets, each containing 6 different stamps 
(SG 2052/87) was issued on 24 March to mark the country's 
hosting of the 1990 World Cup Football Championship. There 
was one sheetlet for each of the first round groups. The 
Republic of Ireland team qualified for the finals for the first 
time and participated in Group F (SG 2082/7). The six stamps 
featured the emblems/crests of the four participating teams 
(Egypt, England, Netherlands and Ireland) plus two playing 
venues (Sant 'Elia Stadium, Cagliari and La Favorita Stadium, 
Palenno). Ireland was runner-up to England in the group and 
beat Romania (after penalties) in the next round. They then 
p layed Italy in the quarter-finals losing 1-0 in the Olympic 
Stadium in Rome on 30 June. The Football Association of 
Ireland crest is depicted on Lire 1,200 value (SG 2086). 

Sierra Leone: A World Cup set (SG 1451-74) includes a 
photo of the Irish team - LFA5 value (SG 1470). 

Uganda: A World Cup set includes a 2.50s value featuring 
David O'Leary. 

No doubt there are other World Cup stamps with an Irish 
connection. If any member knows of any additional items, 
please forward a leuer via the Editor. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

1990 Calendar: An Post produced a calendar for the first 
time. The attractive calendar reproduced various post offices -
one for each month. They did not produce a calendar for 1991. 

February. Post a Rose: A Valentine's Day promotion "Post a 
Rose" was launched by An Post at the beginning of February. 
The service enabled customers in Dublin City and County to 
order a fresh rose for delivery on St. Valentine's Day (14 
February). The rose was packed in a specially designed box 
complete with self-adhesive address label with postage paid 
imprint. The address label (illustrated) was completed by the 
sender at the time of ordering. 
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November/December • An Post Christmas Cards: One 
general type of card was used by all perso1.mel this year. The 
card design is based on the 30p Christmas stamp Coptic Art 
design of Madonna and Child. However, in addition, deposit 
account holders with the philatelic bureau received a postcard 
which reproduced the 30p design in true maximum card type 
format i.e. without Eire and the figures of value. A Christmas 
greeting from the bureau was printed on the reverse side. Each 
card was cancelled by an unusual small size Baile Atha Cliath 
CDS dated 28 November. 

Decembe.r • Santa Christmas Envelope: Children who send 
letters to Santa Claus receive a special message in an envelope 
bearing the usual postage official paid imprint cancelled in red 
by a pre-printed postmark. In my 1989 article, I stated that the 
envelope and postmark for that year was the same as for 1988. 
I'm afraid, in my case, Santa was utilising old stock. The 
envelope and the dated insert was from 1987. I have now seen 
the 1989 envelope which is illustrated above and bears a red 
"North Pole Happy Christmas" slogan postmark. The 1990 
envelope is similar in design but the red pre-printed postmark 
has·no slogan. 

CONCLUSION 

Once again, I wish to thank my many philatelic friends for 

ENVELOPES 
(Continued from page 36) 

mailing P.O. and the eightcornered one was applied at the 
GPO. Sizes beyond F and G of this period are not very 
common. 

.12.Ql. 111.10, 2d blue, size G (EU21) 
The last issue with Queen Victoria's portrait had the stamp 

moved upwards and facing the text on the front top. The 
registered envelope had now reached a stage of appearance 
which it was going to keep for many decades: Blue cross on 
both sides; flap in front; stamp in upper right corner and 
instructions in the top center. However the price for this entire 
so far covered only the fee for registration. As in earlier days, 
for inland postage, the stamp(s) had to be placed below the 
stamp for the registration fee on the flap. 
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28.4.02 Timoleague to Birkenhead/England (111.10) 
The envelope from Timoleague near Bandon, Co.Cork, was 

on sale from 1901 till 1902, during the year when Queen 
Victoria died. The back has now been completely rearranged. 
Obviously the postal authorities got tired of the continuous 
changes caused by new rates and conditions. * 

VERGE TAKES LINNELL 
AWARD 

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 

Bill Zellers has called with the results of the Vol. 40 
competition for the year's best article in the Revealer. Charles 
J. G. Verge of Ottawa, Ontario, C~da_has bee~ selected _by 
the membership for this honor for his senes of arucles on Irish 
Censorship in World War II. 

Tom Current (Doing the Numbers, Twilight Installment) 
and Gene Labiuk (Numeral In a Numeral) tied for second 
place in the heated race for the prize. 

A hearty congratulations to all and a ·sincere thanks for 
your support and participation in making The Rev~er ~ 
interesting journal and an imported part of the Ph1latebc 
World 

their help in producing this article. In particular I would like to 
thank Jim Byrne, Tony Finn, Otto Jung, John Lennon, Eugene 
Labiuk, Frank McDonald, Jim O'Byrne, Fin bar O'Mahony, 
Tony Quigley, David Turner, Ronny Vogt, Ian Whyte and Bill 

~~- * 
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The Overprinted Receipt 
Stamps of Ireland 

by Norah K. Wright 

It is this field that some of the earliest overprints on stamps 
for security reasons occurred. Many firms precanceled stamps 
with their name or initials. 

The overprints are found on low value stamps of Great 
Britain. According to the Stamp Act of 1853, the charge of Id 
was to be collected on receipts of £2 or more. The duty of ld 
could be paid by the use of impressed or adhesive stamps 
affixed to the receipt and cancelled to show it had been used. 

The Stamp Act of 1881 simplified matters. The duty of Id 
could now be paid by the use of a postage stamps. T~is duty 
remained in effect for receipts at the rate of Id untJ.1 1920 
when it was raised to 2d. Now it has been abolished. 

Overprinting the stamps prevented a pilfering problem. 
Only large shops and stores used the overprints. There was no 
need in the small shops as the owner cancelled them by hand. 

Alliance Assurance Company, 44 Grafton St, Dublin. 

Printed horizontally in black ink on GB Id Lilac. 

Alliance and Dublin Consumers Gas Co. 

I. Name in full with 'Received & £ sign' above. Printed 
horizontally or vertically in red ink on Eire SG 1 I4. 

2. A.&D.C. - Reading vertically in two sizes in red ink 
Gas Co. on Eire SG 114. 

Beamish & Crawford Ltd. Cork. 

1. Name in full with 'Received' above. Printed horizontally 
in red ink on Eire SG 114. , 

2. B & C - Printed horizontally in black ink on Eire SG 
B 92, 98, and 114. Could this be Beamish & 

Co Ltd Crawford Brandon? 

Canada Life Assurance Company , 
Printed horizontally in black ink on Eire SG 162. 

Cork Gas Consumers Co. 

Name in full with 'Received & £ sign' above & a few 
below. Printed horizontally in red or black ink. Different size 
printings on GB Id Lilac. Eire SG 93, I I4, I26, 160 also have 
mint example on SG I I4. 

H. Webb & Co. Limited 

'Paid with Thanks' printed above the name. Printed 
horizontally in black ink on Eire SG 74. 

Isaac Beckett Dublin 

In 1865 Isaac Beckett started life as a 'Commission 
Merchant'. Later he became an 'Oil & Commission Merchant'. 
In 1900 the firm was also a wholesale druggist. 

1. Wording 'Received for Isaac Beckett' printed 
horizontally in black ink on GB Inland Revenue 1867-1881. 

2. Printed 'Isaac Beckett Dublin' horizontally in black ink 
on GB Inland Revenue stamps I867-188l. 

J . J . M. & Co Ld 

'Received for' printed above the initials. Vertically in black 
ink on GB SG 74 and 162. £sign under the initials. 

London & Lancashire and General Insurance Co. 

Printed L&L&G. vertically in black ink twice on each 
stamp Eire SG 114. 

The Prudential Assurance Co Ltd 

1. The Prudential Assur. Co Ld. printed horizontally in 
black ink on GB Id Lilac & Id IGng Edward VU. 

2. As above printed vertically in black ink on GB Id King 
George V Eire SG 74. 

Queens Old Castle Cork Department Stores 

Reading as above in black ink horizontally with 'Received' 
above on Eire SG I 14, 160 and 162. Two different styles of 
printing. 

Royal Insurance Company Limited 

Reading vertically in black ink on Eire SG 114, I26 and 
I60. 

Switur & Co. Ltd. Grafton St. Dublin. Department Stores. 
S.&Co. Ltd. 
Paid With Printed in black ink on Eire I I4. 

Thanks 

W & A Gilbey & Co. Wine Merchants, Up Sackville St 
Dublin 

Received 
for Printed horizontally in black on GB Id Lilac 

W&AGilbey 

This is just a list of the items in my own collection. I trust 
this article will stimulate others to provide infonnation on 
unique items in their collections which will provide a more 
balanced view of the subject. 

Postal Fiscals predate the law pennitting the use of regular 
postage stamps to pay the receipt tax. Here is an example of 
the W &A Gil bey of Dublin handstamp cancellation which 
appears on the 1860 ld Inland Revenue Stamp. 

In my collection of receipts dating from 1794 they are 
generally hand cancelled by pen o_n ~stal fi~ stamps. 

These old bills make fascmaung readmg. They are 
wonderful examples of the engravers' art and contain a depth 
of knowledge of trade in Ireland in the 18th & 19th centuries.$ 

> ~ 
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'EP.9L 'E{ection 1?.gsu{ts 

Office 
President 
VP, Europe 
VP, N. Amer. 
Directors 

name 
Robert Moskowitz 
Anthony Finn 
Charles J. G. Verge 
Richard McBride 
Ian Whyte 
George Ryan 
Otto Jung 
David Brennan 
Garvin Lohman 

Votes 
85 
80 
84 
78 
73 
67 
61 
55 
53 

The above elected officers have been certified to the 
President by Edward Shanley #1409 and Michael Conway 
#1757 as of 1September1991 for a period of two years. 

OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES 

Robert Joyce 
James Mohar 
HansMoxter 
Michael Giffney 
Joseph Foley 
Preston Pope 

51 
51 

2 
1 
1 
1 
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STAMPA '91 
Irish National Stamp Exhibition 

October 17 - 20, 1991 
"ST AMP A 91 ", Ireland's 20Lh National Stamp Exhibition 

will take place in Dublin on October 17 to 20 (Thursday to 
Sunday) 1991. This year the venue will again be THE 
RIVERSIDE EXHIBITION CENTRE, 8 SIR JOHN 
ROGERSONS QUAY, DUBLIN 2. 

"STAMPA '91" will include a competitive exhibition of 
individual collections from leading philatelists at home and 
abroad, junior and novice collectors, as well as special exhibits 
from An PosL 

Leading dealers will occupy trade stands and a philatelic 
sales bureau will be provided by An Post, The Post Office. 

The ST AMPA members' souvenir will be the Bicycle 
miniature sheet with a "STAMPA '91" inscription in red, 
limited in issue to one per member. See overleaf for details of 
membership and application fonn. An overprinted version in 
black will be available Lo the public al the show al a cost of 
£3.00. Members may order in advance the 2 souvenir 
miniature sheets with guaranteed matching numbers by adding 
£3.00 to their subscription. The facility of matching numbered 
souvenirs IS AND WILL BE ONLY AVAILABLE BY 
SUBSCRIPTION IN ADVANCE OF THE EXHIBITION 
AND WILL NOT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE 
ENTERTAINED AT THE SHOW. 

STAMPA '91 is at present being organised by the Council 
(Chairman Michael P. Giffney FAI, EPA) and as you will 
appreciate it costs quite a considerable amount of money each 
year to stage this event. As you are aware, STAMP A is a non
profit making exhibition designed to help develop and promote 
Irish philately. In this respect it has been highly successful and 
beneficial to both collectors and dealers. 

The direct income from the show does not always cover the 
expenditure involved. Due to rising costs it has been found 
necessary to increase the membership subscription to £12.50 
which is the minimum necessary tO help stage STAMPA '91. 
Indeed withouL the continued support of our loyal STAMPA 
members each year through their subscriptions it would be 
impossible to stage this prestige event. Therefore we look to 
the continued support of our loyal fellow philatelists and hope 
that this necessary increase will not deter existing members 
from rejoining this year. To expand on this venture perhaps 
you might either recommend us to a friend or advise us if you 
have a friend you think we should contact, as we are anxious 
to increase our membership. We are most appreciative of the 
support you have rendered in the past and look forward to your 
continued support in 1991. 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
To help support the running of Lhe exhibition collectors are 

invited to become members o f the Irish National Stamp 
Exhibition Limited, a non-profit making company, limited by 
guarantee, which organises STAMPA. To become a member 
you pay a subscription (£ 12.50 this year). 

l. Free Season Ticket to the exhibition 
2. Reduced Exhibition Entry Fees (see rules etc.) 
3. A free exhibition programme 
4. Members are entitled to attend the AGM and thus 

actively participate in STAM PA 's organisation. 

5. Each member will receive a special philatelictlsoli~v~nedir 
which is EXCLUSIVE Lo members and stric y mJt 
to one per member. This year's souvenir is: - THE 
BICYCLE MINlATURE SHEET overprinted. Past 
members' souvenirs are much sought after by collectors. 
In order to detennine the printing quantity the closing 
date is strictly Friday, September 20 1991. An 
overprinted version in black will b<: available .~t the 
show price £3.00 or by mail by adding an add1uonal 
£3.00 to your subscription. 

It's you we need to help STAMPA succeed. so JOIN TODAY 
by writing to: 

Frank McDonald, Secretary, 
STAMPA '91 
P.O. Box 2723, Dublin 1, Ireland 

If you are late this year remember to send it in without 
delay for next years' exhibit. 

Cheques should be made payable Lo "Stampa" and crossed 
"NC payee". 

1991 for Closing date for membership, September 20, 
STAMPA 1991 * LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Editor 
Revealer 

Dear Sir, 
Number-In-A-Number 

Dr. Cyril I. Dulin 
4 Rue des Bugnons 
1217 Meyrin 
Geneva 
Switzerland 

August 25, 1991 

Relative to Eugene Labiuk's article on this scarce Dublin 
cancellation (Revealer Vol. 43, No. 3) {and Jaques Renolland's 
useful contribution in Vol. 41 No. 1), may I add a few 
comments. 

While the article is certainly useful as a collection of data, 
perhaps it gives a rather facile split of period of usage which 
may tend to confuse the discovery of why these cancellations 
were ever employed. The paucity of reported examples is, of 
course, a partial reason for this, for there are many other 
examples which are known and are not included in the article. 

Many attempts have been made to elucidate the reason why 
these hand-stamps existed and the discovery years ago of a 
batch of newspapers on which the impressions appeared gave 
rise to the theory that they were stamps for that pwpose alone. 
Their appearance on newspaper wrappers gave partial support 
to this idea. 

Later, the nomenclature concerning the hand-stamps gave 
way to the more logically descriptive Number-in-a-Number as 
the existence of obi iterations on registered e nvelopes 
(predominantly in the early 1890s) came to light. 

However, it is quite fatal to assume that there were two 
distinct periods of usage (given in the article as Mid-1870s to 
1889 and 1889 to 1893). In fact (as I reported in the IPC 
Journal in March 1989), there is a cancellation known on a 
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registered cover as early as September 6, 1887 (Number 5 
4/3/4/3 to Waterford). There is no question about the date for 
three separate cancellations on the cover confirm it as 1887. 
Thus, if the generic number-in-a-number term is used, it would 
appear that far from there being two distinct periods of usage 
there was a continuous one - as far as the obviously infrequent 
utilisation of the hand-stamps could be termed continuous. 

But this makes an equally unjustified assumption that the 
hand-stamps used on registered envelopes were the same as 
those used on ne wspapers and wrappers. Perhaps they were, 
but much more comparative examination is needed before this 
is confirmed. Jacques (who has probably the most extensive 
not.es on late 191.h century Dublin duplexes that exists) and his 
comments on the diamond re-cuts are a valuable start in this 
respect but even he is too sweeping in his statement that all 
Dublin duplex hand-stamps were re-cut in 1884 - many were 
not. However, all four examples which I have were, indeed, 
recul 

Another aspect which may have a bearing on the subject is 
where the hand-stamps were physically held. Again, 
cautioning on hasty conclusions, il seems plausible that they 
were not held at a single office (that is they were not sent to 
the G.P.O. for cancellation). For example, the number 8 is 
known used at Merrion Row in April 93, while 5 and 6 were in 
use in May and July 92 at Lower Mount St (at least the two 
examples I have show this). College Green is another location 
where, I believe, they were used. 

With regard to the impressions found on registered 
envelopes, il is c urious that virtually all the examples I have 
seen were sent by Societies (e.g. Pharmaceutical Society of 
Ireland or Scottish Widows Fund) rather than by private 
individuals. Al one time I believed that this could be 
associated with a special form of Bulle mail since the Societies 
may have had a relatively large amount of registered mail to 
send. I even thought that there may be a connection with them 
and the multiple receipt books for registration, but since the 
latter were introduced in 1890 this explanation will not hold 
water. 

Another thought was that they may have been used for 
census purposes. This would explain the scarcity, but not their 
absence on ordinary mail which, overwhelmingly, would have 
been involved in counting. 

Obviously, it would be nice to find a reference in an 
archive file which might explain t'1eir use, but until this 
occurs, it is useful to collect the data from available 
collections. To add to the listing, my examples (all on 
registered envelopes) are Number 3 with 3/3/3/3 configuration 
(May 25, 1893) and number 5 with 4/3/4/3 configuration. The 
other two are similar to Dixons' (Codes 5 3/3/3/3 and 6 4/3/4/3 
used in the May to July 1892 period). 

Yours sincerely 

C.I. Dulin 

QUIZ 6: ANSWERS 
(Continuedfrompage 19) 

1-e, 2-i, 3-g, 4-c, 5-j, 6-m, 7-a, 8-1, 9-f, 10-d, I 1-n, 12-h, 13-o, 
14-b, 15-k '*' 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
30 July 1991 

Dear Editor: 

IRISH REVENUE ST AMPS 

Since the abolition of adhesive Revenue stamps, taxes 
payable on 'Pleadings' (the various stages in a set of 
documents used in legal proceedings) are denoted by franking 
the document. there are approximately 33 stamping centres in 
the Irish Republic. The illustrated example is from TRIM (Co. 
Meath) incorporating the FOUR COURTS, Dublin in the 
standard design. 

Since April. 1991 the impressed PENALTY stamp (for late 
stamping) on legal documents is now coloured Green, 
replacing the Blue colour which had lasted since 1891. 

Yours faithfully 

Declan O'Connor, 
35, Greenfield Drive, 
Maynooth, Co. Kildare, Ireland 
EPA 1624 

DIAMONDS 
(Continued from page 33) 

duplex appears ever to have existed. Toombeola, between 
Recess and Roundstone, originally opened in 1860 and closed 
in July 1884, was re-opened as an RSO on 24 August 1887 
and given the number 533. This was the last office in Co 
Galway to be given a number and, no doubt, the appropriate 
obliterator. 

Finally we must look at withdrawals which generally 
happened earlier in Ireland than elsewhere in the UK. As a 
general rule it is comparatively unusual to find numeral 
cancellations upon Edwardian postage stamps. Use did 
continue at some rural offices elsewhere in Ireland until about 
1905 (and there are some even later exceptions). I know of 
only one such late use in Co Galway, that being Ballyglunin 
(43) as reported in the BPS Bulletin January 1984 (page 27/8). 

1894 is generally regarded as the last year of general use of 
numbered cancellations in Ireland, but it was almost certainly 
earlier at a few offices (Athenry perhaps). It is difficult to be 
precise, nevertheless my own observations indicate, for 
example, that the duplex cancellations ceased at Galway 
between March 1894 and February 1895, whilst that at 
Loughrea ceased somewhat later than February 1897 but 
before October 1898. 

Readers may contact the author of this article under the 
following address: Brock Road 

Stan D. Challis St Peter Port ..t.. 
Roskclly GUERNSEY +· 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
The following members have sent donations to the Eire 

PhiJateLic Association, along with their dues payments. They 
are being recognized and thanked for their generosity. 

BaJdwin, Fred Ballard, Andrew 
Burnham, William Carey, James 
Cobert, Norman CuJJen, Robert 
Dendy, Tag Elarn, Kathleen 
Finneran, Joseph Flanagan, Lawrence 
Fluck, John Frank, HaraJd 
Heneghan, Michael Johnson, Earl 
IGng, RaJph McGoldrick, P. P. 
O'Connor, William Pavey, William 
Sparrow, Mrs. LesJcy Uber, C. B. 
Vogt, Ronny 
AJso, we have three new LIFE Members as of 1 September 

1991. 
# 1950 Fabian, George 
# 1977 Joyce, Robert 
#1390 Verge, Charles J. G. 

Thomas Edwin Field Award 
1991 

by Joe Foley 

The Thomas Edwin Field Award Committee has 
unanimously selected Neil Stack as the 1991 recipient of the 
Award. 

The citation of Award and announcement in The Revealer. 
as well as the press release, should include the following 
contributions made by Mr. Stack: During 1949 Neil Stack 
together with William P. Hickey and the late F.R.A. 
McCormick developed a plan for an organization for those 
interested in the stamps of Ireland. The result was the 
Launching, the following year, of the Eire Philatelic 
Association (EPA). Stack was the founding vice-president and 
treasurer. He was also the first editor of the Association's 
journal, The Revealer, a position he held from 1951 lO 1956. 
During this formative period, he not only edited, but wrote 
much of the excellent material in those early issues. Over the 
years, he has continued to contribute articles and his 
cumulative record is indeed an enviable one. His writings 
alone constitute a major contribution to Irish Philately. In 1952 
Neil Stack traveled to Dublin and met with the Irish Post 
Office. It was largely through his efforts that the Post Office 
updated their stamp operations. He was also instrumental in 
securing the agreement of the Post Office lO use more "gentle" 
cancelling devices, something all of us that like used stamps 
and covers can appreciate. In addition to serving Irish 
Philately as author and editor, Stack held a number of 
leadership positions in the EPA: 1986 Neil Stack was made 
Governor Emeritus of the Association. 

In recognition of his many contributions to Irish Philately, 
Neil Stack has been selected as the 1991 recipient of the 
Thomas Edwin Field Award. ':t 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 
Ne\\'. m~mbers are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days or 
publication. 

#2265 Howard L Lucas, 3702 N. Faiffiekl Lane, Dale City, VA 22193 
#2266 Thomas J. Kelly, MiddlelDWn Manulla, Castlebar, Mayo, Ireland 
#2267 John J. Clement, 12019 Woodsrim, San Antonio, TX 78233 
#2268 Owen B. Keenan, M.D .. M 242 Sugarbush lane, Marshfield, WI 54449 
#2269 Lawrence F. ledebor, 7811 Friars Court, Alexandria, VA 22306 
#2270 Dr. Monica A. Brennan, 60-11 Broadway, Apt 3J, Woodside, NY 113n 
#2271 Aidan Mannion, 12 Markievicz Heights, Sligo, Ireland 
#2272 James A. Moran, P 0 Box 86, Westfield, NJ 07091 

Resignations 
#2201 John R. Nelson, 15 Cannon Dr .. Nashua, NH 03062 

Membership Status 
Membership as of May 14, 1991 

New Members 
Resignations 
Deceased 

Paid membership as of August 28, 1991 

8 
1 
1 

569 

576 

Following members were listed in the Fall 1990 issue of this 
publication as dropped from membership for non-payment of dues. 
The following dropped members have since paid their dues. 
Members: 1063, 1871, 1708, 1108, 1169, 2007, 2145, 1884, 2076, 
1555, 1297, and 1371. 

Address Changes 
#0814 Ralph G. Chaie~ 7843 Creekbend, Houston, TX no11 
#2139 lany A. Campbell, P 0 Box 99, O'Fallon, L 62269 
#1676 Fr. Marion Douglas, OFM, 407 S. Park St, Streator, L 61364 
#1871 Joseph J. Gadbaw, P 0 Box 1 n. Mayfield, Ml 49666 
#1829 Doris L Gardemal, 3123 S. 9th St., Chickasha, OK 73018 
#1667 Frank HolzmuUer Bundesstr 11, 2000 Hamburg 13 Germany 
12147 Richard A Pa~ 1~ t.tddletown Lane, S1erfiog, VA 22170 
#1641 Saul Frommer, new zip 92584 
#0556 Patrick P. Costello, 363 Dalebrook IJlne Bloomfield Hills Ml 48301 ..t.. 
#2139 Robert F. Schmidt, new zip 45222 ' ' +· 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
July 30, 1991 

Dear Editor: ~-----

•. ; ;· 
. 13~~ 

I • 

I thought the attached 'photo on piece' interesting. I don't 
know why somebody would take the time to photocopy a 4 
penny Gerl and then use a Great Britain meter. Is it a political 
statement? 1 found this item in a mixture lot I bought recently. 

Sincerely yours 

Charles J. G. Verge 
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DIAMOND NUMERAL 
CANCELLATIONS IN CO 

GALWAY 
by SD. Challis 

with In1roduction by H.G. Moxter 

INIRODUCTION 
Surprises come in two kinds. There are the pleasant ones 

and those not so pleasant. Some time ago I had a real nice 
surprise when FAI-member Stan Challis sent me a copy of an 
article he had published a few months earlier in the journal of 
the British Postmark Society in England. It dealt with the 
diamond numerals used between 1844 and 1897 in the County 
of Galway. Immediately I thought of The Revealer and how 
welcome this article might be by the members of EPA. I also 
thought of Die Harfe and that a translation into German of 
Stan's article would be a fine thing. So I obtained his 
permission and here is a fine piece of work on another theme 
of the old tune "GB used in Ireland". 

But before printing the article let me give you an idea of 
what POs do or did exist in Galway County using numeral 
cancellations. 40 POs did so and here is the list of all 40 with 
the Frank/Stange number in front, the town name and the 
number of the numeral cancellation, or sometimes even two 
numbers, when a switch was effected. 

GAL003 AHASCRAGH .................. . 
GAL004 ARDRAHAN ..................... . 
GAL005 A11IBNRY ........................ .. 
GAL009 AUGHRlM. .............. , ........ .. 
GAL013 BALLINASLOE ................ . 
GAL020 BALL YGLUNIN ............... . 
GAL022 BALL YMOE ..................... . 
GAL040 CARNA ............................. . 
GAL042 CASHEL ............................ . 
GAL043 CAS1LEBLAKENEY ....... . 
GAL048 CLEGGAN ......................... . 
GAL049 CLIFDEN ........................... . 
GAL052 CLONBUR ........................ .. 
GAL061 CRAUGHWELL ............... . 
GAL068 DANGAN ......................... .. 
GAL077 DUNMORE ....................... . 
GAL079 EYRECOURT ................... .. 
GAL083 GALWAY .......................... . 
GAL089 GORT ................................ . 
GAL095 HEADFORD ..................... .. 
GAL106 KILCONNELL .................. . 
GAL119 KIN\'ARA ........................ . 
GAL122 KYLEMORE ..................... . 
GAL124 LEENANE. ........................ . 
GAL125 LETTERFRACK .............. .. 
GAL130 LOUGHREA .................... .. 
GAL131 MAAM ............................. .. 
GAL132 MAAM CROSS ................. . 
GAL138 MOUNT BELLEW ........... .. 
GAL140 MOYCULLEN .................. . 
GAL147 ORANMORE .................... . 
GAL148 OUGIITERARD ................ . 
GAL152 PORTUMNA ................... .. 

=3= 
=7=,=6= 
=16= 
=22= 
=32= 
=43= 
=47= 
=99= 
=524= 
=110= 
=139= 
=134=,=129= 
=146= 
=159=, =HiO= 
=170= 
=201=,=192= 
=216= 
=232= 
=242= 
=249= 
=263= 
=297= 
=295= 
=521= 
=525= 
=312= 
=520= 
=519= 
=453= 
=516= 
=368= 
=518= 
=380= 

GAL154 -RECESS ............................ .. 
GAL157 ROSMUCK ....................... . 
GAL158 ROSSCAHILL ................... . 

GAL160 ROUNDSTONE ................. . 
GAL167 TOOMBEOLA ................. .. 
GAL169 TUAM ............................... . 
GAL175 WOODLAWN .................. .. 

=523= 
=522= 
=517= 

=395= 
=533= 
=435= 
=446= 

175 places in Galway had a PO at one time or another and 40 
of these did use numeral diamonds according to the new 
publication of Harald Frank and Klaus Stange (both EPA and 
FAI members of course). 

When the editor suggested to me that I should submit an 
article on diamond numeral cancellations in Co Galway, I 
initially assumed that not only was he joking, but perhaps 
more significantly that such a specialised subject would be of 
little interest to the average member. In practice however 
examination of Co Galway, one of Ireland's largest counties, 
adequately reflects typical usage of such cancellations outside 
Dublin in the period 1844 to about 1894 when the numeral 
cancellations were withdrawn from most Irish offices. During 
those years a total of 44 offices in the County were to receive 
diamond numeral obliterators, but by no means were all to be 
in use at the same time. 

As in the rest of the UK numeral cancellations replaced the 
Maltese Cross cancellations in the early summer of 1844 and, 
as in Scotland, there was just one Irish series of numbers. 
With the exception of a small number of "spoon" cancellations 
the number was surrounded with a number of bars in the form 
of a diamond. Although the size and shape of the diamond 
varied considerably during the 50 years of use, the actual 
cancellations themselves fall broadly into two series; firstly 
the obliterator or single cancellation comprising only the 
office number, the use of which commenced in 1844; secondly 
the duplex cancellations incorporating the office number, name 
and date, the first of which reached Galway in 1855 and which 
gradually, but not entirely, replaced the single obliterators 
during the next forty years. 

A full list of offices in the county which were allocated 
numeral cancellations can be found in Brumell's "Post Office 
Numbers", and also appears in abbreviated format in Dr. 
Whitney's "Collect British Postmarks. The more frequently 
found examples are those of Galway (232), Ballinasloe (32), 
Tuam ( 435) and Loughrea (312), but equally diamond numeral 
cancellers were used at places as relatively obscure as 
Ardrahan (7), Ballymoe (47) and Kilconnell (263) none of 
which boasts a present population in excess of 1000. 

It should be noted that after the 1844 series the proof books 
at Post Office archives are of little help as it seems that all 
subsequent cancellers were produced in Ireland. All the Irish 
proof books (and most other records) were lost when Dublin's 
General Post Office was seized in the Easter Rising of 1916. 

The original numeral cancellations of 1844 were of a 
common type (fig 1) and can be easily recognised by their 
large figures and rather flat overall appearance, there being 
five bars above and below the number and five at each side. 
The PO proof books show that Galway and Ballinasloe both 
received two numeral cancellations in the original allocation, 
and other offices just one. Those at Galway suffered wear and 
by 1854 a replacement had been issued. This has slightly 
smaller figures (fig 2), and four bars at top, bottom and sides, 
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fig 1 

but remains in the same basic pattern. My own collection 
cannot boast an example in the original type, from Co 
Galway, dated after 1857 although elsewhere in Ireland this 
type survived into the 1870s and later. 

The next major development was the introduction of the 
first duplex cancellation, incorporating town name, date and 
office number. It was intended that the town name and date 
should fall to the left of the postage stamp and save the need to 
apply a separate datestamp, which hitherto had been the 
practice, whilst the number should obliterate the postage 
stamp. The original duplex are known as "spoons". There were 
three basic types of spoons used in Ireland and all were 
relatively short lived. In Co Galway spoons were used at 
Athenry (16), Ballinasloe (32), Galway (732), Cranmore (368) 
and Tuam (435). To my knowledge no office used all the three 
types and their story is not straightforward. 

The early spoon cancellations had the number within an 
English style "barred oval" frame (fig 3), that at Galway, for 
example, being used from about September 1855 and the latest 
date in my collection being September 1856. Dr Whitney's 
listing in "Collect British Postmarks" (page 79, fourth edition) 
is a little misleading as he refers to "English" and "Irish" 
types. He lists Athenry as having used the English version but 
by June 1856 it did in fact have what could be termed an 
intermediate type with horizontal bars at the side but still 
shaped in an oval fashion (fig 4). A similar version was used 
at Cranmore. 

The third "true Irish" type spoon was soon to be introduced. 
The earliest I have recorded is Ballinasloe December 1857 and 
shortly thereafter at Galway and Tuam (fig 5). The spoon 
postmarks were considered to be unsatisfactory and therefore 
did not stay in service for any length of time. My own 
collection of Co Galway contains no date later than January 
1860 cancelling an adhesive, but I do also have what appears 
to be an exceptional use as a back stamp in January 1865 -
both of these uses being at Ballinasloe. 

~L\V f~~!~~~ • 
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fig 4 

't~·· ·. - J 
•

1 e/B:~l !1~ 
- ·· 

fig 3 

fig 5 

As early as September 1858 a "conventional" type duplex 
cancellation was introduced at Galway (fig 6). The datestamp 
and numeral are clearly separated although still combined in 
the one canceller, also the figures are cut much neater than 
previously and this type set the pattern for the next decade. 
During this decade Galway, seemingly alone in the county, 
had an additional obliterator cancellation in the same "neat" 
style as the duplex, but with five bars at the top and the bottom 
(fig 7). My own collection contains examples dated between 
1859 and 1864. Also at this time (1861-64), Ballinasloe used a 
particularly neat obliterator made up with seven bars above 
and six bars below the numeral (fig 8). Conversely, it appears 
that Athenry (16), after use of the spoon reverted to a s.imple 
obliterator, with comparatively thick bars, by 1866 (fig 9). 

fig 6 

fig 9 

fig 7 

fig 8 

Meanwhile what had been happening at other offices? The 
first major change was during the 1850s when the diamond 
obliterator was withdrawn from several small offices. In 1844 
Ireland had over 400 Head Post Offices and all were issued 
with numbered diamond obliterators. At this time the 
population of the entire island was about 8.5 million persons 
and that of Co Galway in excess of 450,000. The potato 
famine of 1845-47 led to a massive drop in the rural populatin 
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and nowhere was harder hit than Co Galway. By 1851 
Galway's population had fallent o 321,000 (and by 1961 to 
150,000, such was the scale of continuing depopulation). 

In 1850 poverty was rife and there was no need for as 
many Head Post Offices. With downgrading, these fonner 
Head Post Offices had their numeral cancellations withdrawn 
and amongst the offices affected were Ahascragh (3), 
Castleblakeney (110), Dangan (170), Eyrecourt (216) and 
Kinvara (297). None of the postmarks from these offices are 
easy to find and the date of withdrawal is not certain. The 
office numbers are, I understand, all listed in the PO list for 
1856, but not in 1857. However, my own collection includes a 
cover posted at Ahascragh in June 1855, but the postage stamp 
is cancelled with the diamond of BaUinasloe (32), the new 
Head Office; in fact Ahascragh had been downgraded 
according to the post office list in Thom's Irish Almanac by 
1852, but Ardrahan is still shown as a Head Office at that date. 

Before leaving this group of offices we will spend a few 
moments with the office at Dangan. The office had been 
opened in 1835 and was considered to be of sufficient 
importance to be graded as a Head Office. It had been 
downgraded by 1856 and was closed by 1865, and has never 
re-opened, such has been the scale of depopulation. Those of 
you who have taken the trouble to get your atlas out will not 
find it on the map today. The location was in fact about 250 
yards west of Horseleap Cross Roads 9 miles south east of 
Tuam (barely a house stands there today). The nearest present 
day office is Abbeyknockmoy, two miles towards Athenry. 

The coming of the railways had led to the upgrading of the 
offices at Ballyglunin (a11otted 43 by 1871), Craughwell (160), 
and Woodlawn (446). Duplex cancellers were, by this time, in 
use at the major offices in the county, but exceptionally, 
Ballyglunin and Woodlawn were sent single obliterators (fig 
10). 

fig 10 fig 11 

The fine lined duplex of the early 1860s did not last for 
long and as time passed the duplex became less attractive, with 
thicker bars (fig 11). and the Galway duplex were changed 
from having five bars above and below the number to four 
bars above and below the number (figs 12 and 13). By 1879 
Galway was using a duplex with much smaller numerals (fig 
14) but this was apparently short lived, my only dated example 
being for the 18 October 1879. I do, however, have two others, 
both on single postage stamps, one being a ld red plate 224 
and the other a ld venetian red. Sometimes plate numbers can 
be helpful in broadly establishing dates of use of the individual 
numeral postmarks, but reliance is dangerous as, for example, 
the October 1879 usage is from plate 171 which, I believe, 
came into use in 1875, so such a system of dating marks is by 
no means foolproof. 

Gradually the duplex changed shape to a much more 

pointed diamond and numerals became noticeably seriffed. By 
the time of the last issue, in the early 1890s the height of the 
obliterator, with its thick bars, was almost equal to the width 
of the original numeral cancellations of 1844 (fig 15) and this 
style had become the standard for all new issues throughout 
Ireland. 

fig 12 fig 13 

fig 14 

fig 15 fig 16 

We have concentrated largely upon the details of the 
obliterator but it is also worth noting the various differences in 
the town dies; the styles of different periods being well 
demonstrated by the Galway dies illustrated (figs 12,13,14 and 
15). 

Between 1885 and 1887 no less than sixteen offices in 
Connemara, that "beautiful land" to the west of Galway City, 
were upgraded to Railway Sub-Offices (RSOs). One could~ 
excused for thinking that the upgrading took place m 
connection with the opening of the Galway to Clifden railway, 
but the line was not completed until 1895. Of the sixteen, five 
were given numbers that had been previously allocat~ to 
other offices elsewhere in Ireland, the other eleven were given 
new numbers, one of which, 99 (Carna), had not previously 
been issued because of difficulty in distinguishing 99 from an 
inverted 66. The other new numbers ran in a series from 516 to 
525 inclusive. I have found these numbers difficult to find and 
possess only 523 (Recess) and 525 (Letterfrack) (fig 16). Both 
are sLruck upon single postage stamps and it appears, from the 
angle of the strike that these are not from duplex cancellers but 
from single obliterators. Certainly at Hill of Down, Co Meath 
(515). another office upgraded at about the same time, no 

(See 'Diamonds' on page 29) 
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BRITISH REGISTERED 
ENVELOPES 

USED IN IRELAND 
by Hans Bergdoll 

Part 1: 1878 till 1901 
Collecting "GB used in Ireland" is very popular with FAI

members. This includes postal stationery between 1840 and 
1922. Unfortunately not very much is known about the British 
envelopes for registered mail used in Ireland. This article tries 
to present some interesting pieces and to explain 
denominations and sizes of this group of postal stationery. 

INTRODUCTION 
To collect Irish postal history items is not only interesting, 

it also takes us back into the past. Postmarks used in the early 
days were mostly of the same types that were used in England. 
The postal history period is followed by the "GB used in 
Ireland" period. This starts in 1840 with the issue of the one 
penny black and the two pence blue on May 6th in Great 
Britain, including Ireland in those days, and ending in 1922, 
afler independence from Great Britain had been obtained for at 
least 26 counties. The Irish Free State issued its own postage 
stamps and postal stationery. 

Registered envelopes arc part of the post.al stationery, i.e. 
pieces of mail with imprinted stamps showing part or the 
entire postage which had already been paid when the form 
(envelope) was purchased at the post office. 

Since 1840 we know of postal stationery e.g. lettersheets, 
envelopes, postcards and lettercards. Envelopes for registered 
mail were introduced in 1878. Postal stationery, just as the 
postage stamps, was first introduced in Great Britain. British 
envelopes for registered mail between 1878 and 1922, as they 
have also been used in Ireland, are to be found in the postal 
stationery catalogue under Great Britain. In Germany this is 
mainly the "MICHEL Ganzsachenkatalog Europa West". The 
large number of varieties, different fronts and backs of the 
forms, as well as the not very convincing presentation in the 
catalogue, turn the searching and the general understanding 
into a rather difficult enterprise. 

I have therefore tried here to show the most important 
varieties of these envelopes by displaying items out of my 
collection. The description is based on the system of the 
MICHEL catalogue. 

SOME REMARKS ABOUT ENVELOPES FOR 
REGISTERED MAil.. 

In Ireland, registered mail was introduced in 1831 and 
letters and handstarnps exist from that year on. At first only 
double-letters received a special treatment (registration). The 
Post Office did not raise an additional charge and gave no 
compensation in case of damage or loss. 

In 1840 a system for handling registered mail was 
introduced that can be compared to our present registered 
mail. The registered letters now had to be forwarded between 
post offices in special green envelopes up Lill 1858 and from 
that year on till 1878 bundles of registered letters had to be 
tied up crosswise with a green ribbon. From this habit 
originated, finally , the blue cross on the front and back of our 
present envelopes for registered mail. It is this blue cross that 

marks Irish and British registered mail LO the present day. The 
front of the envelope instructs about how the leuer is to be 

handled. The back at first was blank and later gave a schedule 
for compensation in case of loss or damage. 

The envelopes are produced in six different sizes: 
SIZE in..mm.s in inches oedod of use remarks 
F 134x83 3.25x5.25 1878-1969 
G 153x96 3.75x6.00 1878-today later 6. 125 in. 
H 202xl27 8.00x5.00 1878-today 
H2 228xl02 9.00x4.00 1883-1917 
I 253xl78 10.00x7.00 1878-1886 
K 292xl51 l l.50x6.00 1878-1980 

(Data afLer 1922 refer to registered envelopes of Eire) 

Private registered envelopes (entires) are not known from 
Ireland; from the UK they exist during the period mentioned 
here. Till 1984 the forms were produced withouL a stamp 
showing the value, which was only added when envelopes 
were actually ordered. Sometimes envelopes with outdated 
information were taken from stock and had a stamp imprinted. 
Corrections were then made with stickers or even applied by 
hand. Collectors of registered mail envelopes after 1922 and 
readers of Otto Jung's FAI-catalogue for Irish postal stationery 
will notice that a considerable number of varieties exist due to 
this practice. Up till 1922 all 32 counties of Ireland, including 
6 from Ulster, were under the same postal administration. 
Consequently the entire island is shown here. 

ENVELOPES FOR REGISTERED MAIL 
FROM 1878 TILL 1922 

Oueen Victoria ( 1837-1901) 
The first provisional envelopes of 1878 (MJCHEL EUl-3) 

probably never saw use in Ireland. The regular registered 
envelopes were already put to use in the same year (1878) in 
Ireland. A sample of these first envelopes is shown in 
lll.la&b 

.im. 111.la&b, 2d blue, size K (EUS) 
The stamp had LO be cancelled at the head-office in the town 

where the letter was mailed. The stamp was printed on the flap 
on the back of the envelope between 1878 and 1898, so that 
the post official had to inspect the back also when cancelling. 
The stamp on the envelope up till 1901 only mentioned the 
value for the registration, but not the normal unregistered 
postage, so it was necessary to add postage stamps covering 
the regular postage. These stamps were placed in the upper
right comer on the frontside in the usual way and were 
canceUed at the P.O. of mailing. 
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26.10.81 Queenstown to Passage West (II l.la&b) 

111.1 a 
(front) 

Paper for these early envelopes has scalloped edges. On the 
back there is no printed information. The envelope shown 
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111.1 b (back) 
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here, printed 13.6.1878, belongs to the first printing of the 
scarce K-size. It went from Queenstown (today Cobh =Cove) 
to Passage West. Both towns are only a few miles apart on 
either side of the port of Cork. Therefore the letter passed 
through Cork where it received a postmark from that town. 

ll.ZS. 111.2, 2d blue, size F (EU6) 
Registered envelopes often contained coins or jewelry. To 

protect the contents, the envelopes were made of resistant 
paper ~ith a cotton scrim lining (in Ireland up till 1975). This 
paper 1s mostly buff to dark beige. 

4.11.78 Belfast to Hamburg {111.2) 
!he flap of.the envelope shown here is plain (unscalloped). 

while the cuttmgs are still scalloped. The stamp shows the 
printing date (here 21/08n9) in three circles. 

In front, in the upper right comer, a 2 l(l d postage stamp 
was placed for normal letter postage to a foreign destination. 
The envelope originates from Holywood, Co. Down, just 6 
miles outside Belfast 

II 1.2 

-. .. .. . 

l.filU. 111.3, 2d blue, size G (EUil) 
According to UPU instructions, from 1.1.1883 on, 

envelopes for registered mail were marked with a large printed 
"R" for RECOMMANDE =REGISTERED, while normal 
registered mail was marked by a handstamped "R" or a slicker 
with the same letter . The date figures in the three circles have 
now been replaced by dots forming rosettes. No more scallops 
where the paper is cut. 

7.4.83 Belfast to London (111.3) 
In front on the left we find the date-stamp of Donegal 

Square sub-office in Belfast, still functioning today. Postmarks 

111.3 

from sub-offices had to be put on the registered envelope, but 
were not allowed for cancellation of the postage stamps which 
was done at the nearest head-office. 

About 1887, 111.4, 2d blue, size G (EUl 1 with sticker) 
Since 1886 the compensation schedule for loss or damage 

was printed on the back of the envelope. Compensation 
depended on the amount of postage paid. Differing from 
German practice (still today) valuable letters sent in the 
country are not declared as "letters of value" but are insured 
for a certain amount by paying higher postage. Envelopes sliH 
available without a printed compensation schedule received a 
sticker on the back indicating the rat.es of postage. 

. ' 

)._ 
\ 
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19.3.87 Ardee to Navan 

111.4 

This letter went from Ardee, Co.Louth, via Dublin to 
Navan, Co.Meath. It took the letter one day to reach its 
destination. 

Jll.S 

111.5 
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18.8.2.. 111 .5, 2d blue, size G (EUl3) 
.l82.l. 111.6, 2d blue, size G (EUl4) 

Conditions for compensation changed during the years and 
so ·did the printed stipulations on the back of the envelope. 
Compensation rates went up. 

17.9.89 Local Mail in WeslpOrt {II 1.5) and 
17.2.94 Ballinea to New York {111.6) 

The letter on top was mailed at Westpor t, Co.Mayo, to a 
local resident, who decided not to pick it up as the remark "not 
called for" indicates; so it was returned. Below a leuer from 
Ballinea near Mullingar, Co.Westmeath, via Dublin to New 
York with a nice four colours franking. 

.l.82ft. 111. 7, 2d blue, size F (EU20) 
The following envelopes have their flap folding on to the 

front. T he stamp thus appeared now in front. This was 
probably a step towards rationalisation, which in those days 
was already of importance. Since 1883 the stamp measured 
only 23 mms in diameter against the earlier 26 mrns. 

®
REGISTERED LETTER::· .· ~ 

Too .. l,..rrT•••ve1'1t.,..t•'O•• 0,•telf•.,.."'' !0n0•"'1 ' 
'fe 1t llt••t'TUI .. •••• •tet,..ten•••l • ... • l'T 

,... AIOUM • OU ll w.mu .... '"1\tJD.L ; 

- ~~~· -.! 
ur.c.?~. ,,\'- · j;_ · 

ii.... r .. . ... 
J .. .....:...LJ~ 

ftii'f"t,.... 

.~l.A; !3€4. 
mt'ulo. \ 

10.2.00 Dublin to Berlin (11 1. 7) 

111.7 

This leuer to Berlin was mailed at Ranelagh Road sub
office in Dublin and received the eightcomered handstamp 
impression DUBLIN REGISTERED at the GPO in Sackville 
Street .. The post official at the window here inserted the value 
"2d" in the lower left comer. 

.1R25.. II 1.8, 2d blue, size G (EU19) and 
~. 11 I.Sa, 2d blue, size F (EU20 with sticker) 

Here too the compensation schedule changed, which caused 
the application of overprinlS or stickers. There are even 
registered envelopes with more than one sticker. The envelopes 
were printed by the London printers McCORQUODALE & 
CO LIMITED. (The name of the Contractor is to be fo und 
under the envelope flap.) 

II 1.8 
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12.8.96 Enniskean to Monarto, South Australia (111.8) and 
30.3.99 Saintfield to Belfast (111.8a) 

The envelope from Enniskean, Co.Cork, to Monarto in 
South Australia, has a nice duplex postmark from Enniskean 
(470), also 2 If}. d normal letter postage in stamps. The letter 
from Saintfield, Co.Down, has a receiving mark from Belfast 
on ilS back. The printed compensation schedule on the back is 
covered by a sticker giving the revised rates. 

.!82R. 111.9, 2d blue, size H2 (EU20 with sticker) 
Size H2 (228x 102 mms = 9 x 4 inches) has seen use in 

Ireland only with a few issues between 1883 and 1917. 

® 
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7.9.98 Dublin to London (I I 1.9) 

111.9 

This envelope was a free service letter from Dublin to the 
India Office in London. The letter as such was exempted from 
postage, therefore no additional postage stamps had Lo be 
applied. The registration fee was paid by the imprinted stamp 
on the envelope. 

Of interest are the two different REGISTERED handst.amps 
from DuQlin. The round handstamp originates from the 

(See 'Envelopes' on page 25) 


