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THE REVEALER Summer 1995 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

It's that time of year again. THE 
EPA's ANNUAL CONVENTION 
& EXHIBITION is to be held this 
year in conjunct ion with 
WESTPEX '95attheCathedral Hill 
(Quality Inn) Hotel, April 2 1-23. 
More information, and the schedule 
of our Convention, are available on 
another page in this issue of The 
Revealer. I'll be there. 

Hope to meet many of the West Coast members and all others 
interested in joining the festivities. 

••••• 
In the last Revealer(Vol. 44. No. 3 - Winter 1994) we printed 

Margaret Zellers last report as Treasurer. I want to assure you 
that, although expenses were greater than income by $3000, this 
is not as a result of poor management on the part of your 
Executive but rather because of a later than usual start in the dues 
renewal process for 1994-95. This late start was caused by the 
transfer of responsibilities between Peg and the new Treasurer, 
B ill O'Connor. Bill has informed me, in a recent letter, that the 

(See Message on page 69) 

CHAPTER COORDINATORS 

Commodore John Barry Chapter 
Members reside in NJ NY, PA 
Coordinator. David J . Brennan, 
PO Box 704, Benardsville, NJ 07924 

Connecticut Chapter 
Members reside in CT and Western MA 
Coordinator: Michael J . Conway, 
74 Woodside Circle, Fairfield CT 06430 

James Hoban Chapter 
Members reside in MD, VA, DC 
Coordinator: Robert E . Moskowitz, 
1634 E . Baltimore St., Baltimore, MD 21231 

John McCormack Chapter 
Members reside in the greater Boston area 
Coordinator: Peter E . Bugg, 
5 Forest St., Franklin, MA 02038 

Lone Star ChaJ?ter 
Members reside 10 Central TX 
Coordinator: Will iam P. McNa!_ly, Jr., 
5034 Casa Oro, San Antonio, TX 78233 

Northern California Chapter CNORCAL) 
Members reside in Northern CA 
No Coordinator, write to Mr. Conway 

Rhode Island Chapter 
No Coordinator, write to Mr. Conway 

Southern California Chapt~r (SOCAL) 
Members reside in Southern CA 
Coordinator: William A. O'Connor, 
PO Box 1437, Fallbrook, CA 92088 
.......................................................... 
The Association Secretary will write the appropriate coordinator 
when a new member joins the Association a nd provide the coordi
nator with the name and address of the new member. The role of the 
coordinator is to contact the new member, welcome the member to 
th e Association and invite the member to join the local chapter. 

·········································*················ 
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income from dues, donations, life memberships has returned to 
its normal levels of around $7000. I hasten to point out that 
comparisons should not be made with our previous fi scal yt:ar 
where a major influx of donations raised our Income level to well 
over $12,000 for the same budget item. Once again.job wel I done 
Peg and thanks from the EPA for all the hard work you and your 
husband have done and keep on doing for the promotion of Irish 
philately. 

Did You Know First ... that An Post publishes a glossy multi
coloured magazine for its employees called Posmews. It's inter
esting; reveals interesting infonnation on the running of the post 
office today and yesteryear; talks about new An Post products, 
including stamps and some of the most esoteric of An Post's 
business support services. Lots of fodder for the modem postal 
historian. It's available from Anne Kennedy, Editor, Postnews, 
GPO, Dublin 1, Ireland. Your President is missing some back 
issues. Would be pleased if someone has them and would part 
with them or at least provide me with photocopies. They are 
Issues I , 2, 5, 6 & 41. In total there have been 53 issues since 
Postnews was first published in 1987. ............... 

Don't forget June 31, 1995 is the last day for your entries to 
be in the hands of you CAPEX '96 Commissioners. If you want 
to exhibit in Toronto in 1996 and are qualified, why don't you fill 
out the application form right away and mail it to your commis
sioner. The commissioners names were published in Vol. 44 No. 
2, with one name added in Vol. 44, No. 3 . 

............... 
Our indefatigable auctioneer, Joe Foley, is a columnist for 

Stamps. In his Dec~mber 10, 1994column (p. 23) he writes about 
A Brief History of Irish Railway Letter Stamps. At the end of the 
article he gives a plug for the EPA. Thanks Joe. ............... 

The EPA is looking for two officers to join in promoting the 
Association. That' s how one paragraph in my last column started. 
I have had no takers for the position oflnformation Officer or for 
that of Youth and School Programs Officer. I urge you to 
reconsider and think about serving your Association for a couple 
of years. We need help and some of you can do it. Please write to 
me. ............... 

Did You Know Second ... that An Post has ordered a new 
Galway nightclub called the GPO to change its name. The Irish 
Independent of Saturday, November 12, 1994 reports "Officials 
claim the name is causing confusion, citing a recent incident 
when a Guinness truck attempted to deliver kegs to the city's head 
post office." Apparently there's a 1908 law which prevents false 
claims to premises being post offices. The club's manager thinks 
his business will be put in jeopardy if he has to change the name. 
Irish newspapers can be fun. It's too bad they are so expens ive 
here in Ottawa. ............... 

Before I printed this message to send to our esteemed Editor, 
I left to attend Mini-Ex. It is an eight-page annual exhibition and 
social get-together, where members from four local Ottawa clubs 
compete against each other for the right to win the Mini-Ex 
trophy for their club. I was pleasurably surprised to see two eight-

page exhibits by EPA members amongst the 16 entries. Long 
lime member, J im Woods, showed the high value overprints and 
new member, Al Chadwick, had a specialized study of the 
overprint on some of the low values. Some very nice material. As 
President, I was quite proud, particularly s ince this is the first time 
either member has ever exhibited. Other EPA members might 
want to try their hand at it. One frame ( 16 pages) is a good start. 
Most exhibitions now accept one-framers. Why don't you try it 
for your club; it migbt be a way to introduce others to collect Irish 
stamps or postal history. ............. 

Did You Know Third ... that An Post has a new publication 
for all of us who collect their product. It's called Irish Stamps 

RIP 

Fairfield CT, 6 March 1.995 - Elizabeth Conway, beloved 
wife of their Secretary, Michael Conway, passed away last 
week and was laid to rest on Saturday, 4 March 1995. The 
Officers & Membership would like to express their most 
sincere condolences. Everyone is asked to remember Elizabeth 
and Michael in their prayers during these hard times. + 

SECRET ARV'S REPORT 
New Members 
New members are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days of 
publication . 

#"2458 Roy N. Pawtucki, P. 0. Box 2594, Kirkland, WA 98083 
#2459 Maurice Barrett, 12 Knocklyon Drive, Templeogue, Dublin, 16, Ireland 
12460 Michael A. Petermann, P. 0. Box 1497, Claremore, OK 74018 
#2461 Alan G. Scully, 523 Stennilg Drive, Hoc:l<essin, DE 19707 

Complimentary Members 
#2453 R. E. How, 5 Oalys Rd, Rochford Essex, England SS4 1 RA 
#2454 George Etoe, 106 Roebuck ST Asl-on·Aib, Preston Lanes, 

England PA2 2 BO 
12455 Ridlald O'Brien, 21120 33rd Or SE, Bothel, WA 98021 
12456 H. Morgan Holland, 721 Mulbeny Ad Martilsvflle, VA 24112 
12457 Ronald Ritzer, P. 0. Box 115, Maplewood NJ 07040 

Reinstatements 
I0849 James P. Gough, 9741 Rangeview Drive, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
12159 Douglas H. Sprott, Jr., 171 Carleton Ave., Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1Y OJ5 

Lost Members 
Address on the EPA Mailing list Is no longer valid. The Revealer Is beinQ retumed 
address unknown at a cost of over $1.00 per Issue. Please notify the Distributor of a 
new address irnme<fiately. 
12353 Daniel J McAdams, New York NY 10165 

Resignations 
10276 Wilfiam F. McMurray 
11724 Sheila S. Thompson 

Deceased 
#1145 Andrew W. Kaupert 

(Continued 011 next page) 
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Change of Address 
#1219 Patricia S Walker, P. 0 . Box 99. Lisbon, MD 21765 
#0676 Finbarr Collins, 564 Firs! Ave 118A, New Yorlt, Y 10016-6402 
12207 James M Gorham, 2 Wildwood Or, Canton, MA 02021 
11798 James B Holl, P. 0. Box 1034, Eagle, ID 83616 
#2335 Gordon D Kems, 3 Dusko Dr, Parlin, MJ 08859 

Dropped, Non-Payment of Dues 
#2001, Baldwin, Lewis; #2239, Bannan, Robert; #2299, Blaser, Marlt; 0842, Buller, 
John; #2205, Collins, William; .#2341, Rev. Connor, John; #2319, Corbin, Lois; #2398, 
Donahue, Frank; #2334, Fears, David; 12380, Fitzgerald, William; #2186, Flaherty, 
John; #1727, Flynn, Thomas; #2324, Garland, Thomas; #1204, Gearin, John; #2216, 
Grealy, Thomas; #1996, Hellwig, Otto; #1858, Holland, William; #2181, Jarczynski, 
Udo; #1918, Joy, James; #2375, Kane, Gary; #0727, King, Ralph; #2390, Klopper, 
Sarah; #1820, Larkin, R.C. Jr.; #0508, Lynch, Patrick; #1418, MacDonnell, David; 
#2352, Magruder, Samuel; #1169, McCarty, Donald; #2138, McGuire, Peter; #2355, 
McKinley, Charles; #2247, Mcloughlin, Robert; #0441, McMahon, Charles; #2018, 
Monday, Nyla; #2231, Murphy, Patrick; #2293, O'Connor. Jimmy; #2359, O'Kell, 
George; #2277, O'Mahony, Flnbar; #1740, Rabush, Helen; #2103, Rogers, Gregg; 
#2185 Rupp, Michael; #2389, Schumacher, Hank; #1303, Scott, Norman; #0958, 
Sobchak, Norman; #1866, Swarsbrick, Joanne; #2318, Tourtellot, Daniel; #2113, 
Veilh, Gordon; #2361, Volpe, William; #0569, Wasiniak, Edward; #2395, Wild, Robert, 
#1086, York, James. 

Membership Status 
Membership as of November 28, 1994 

New Members 
Reinstatements 
Deceased 
Resignations 
Dropped NPD 
Complimentary 

Membership as of February 25, 1995 

4 
2 
1 
2 

49 
5 

Treasurer's Report 

664 

623 
+ 

This is the second list of members who have kindly 
included a contribution with their dues for the support of the 
EPA. Remember that our organization is a qualified tax
exempt entity and those members fi ling an itemized tax form 
in the United States may deduct the amount above the dues 
requirement. Thank you all for your generosity. 

Cochrane, Robert 
Dendy, Terence A.G. 
Gillespie, George E. 
Holmes, Patrick J. 
Jordan, John E. 
Lineen, Paddy J. 
Luther, William T. 
McGoldrick, Hugh 
O'Shea, Brian 
Thoma, John L. 

Cussen, Peter J . Jr. 
Gardemel, Doris L. 
Gray, Lewis M. 
Hott Gordon E. 
Laugherty, Tom 
Lorenzen, John 
McCabe, Margaret J . 
Morgan, James A. 
Reddin, Thomas F. 
Young, Theresa 

The Beginner's Point of View 
by Jim Magill 

If I were one-and-twenty (or younger, for that matter), I 
might consider signing up for a home-study course in stamp 
collecting, even though it d idn't refer specifically to the 
philately of Ire land. Several such courses offered by The 
Pennsylvania State University, might help you to understand 
better what you read in "The Revealer!" 

As a begin ning collector, you will find a variety of 
interesting, enjoyable projects in .. Beg inning Stamp 
Collecting," e.g .. using the perforation gauge, finding a 
watermark. In "Intermediate Stamp Collecting," you will learn 
about counter feits and forgeries, etc., etc. Then, there's a 
course in Printing Methods and Techniques. And other 
courses. 

For more information on the philatelic series and 
enro llment procedures, write to the Department of 
Independent Learning, 128 Mitchell Building, The 
Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA 1680, or 
call toll free 1 -800-252-3592 nationwide, and 865-5403 in the 
State College area. 

"Experience is a dear teacher," they say, "and fools will 
learn from no other." I disagree. There's the home-study 
course ... and reading The Revealer. + 

STAMPA '95 
The 24th Irish National Stamp Exhibition 

DUBLIN: 
We invite you to participate in the celebration of the 24th 

Stampa Exhibition, which will be held in the Riverside 
Exhibition Centre, Sir John Rogerson's Quay, Dublin 2 on 
19th-22nd Oc tober, 1995. 

Membership of Stampa provides a range of benefits and is 
the main support for the only National Irish Stamp Exhibition. 
Subscription entitles members to:-

* Free season ticket to the Exhibition. 
•- Free Exhibition Programme. 
* Exclusive limited edition souvenir. 
* Reduced entry fees for competitive exhibits. 
* Entitlement to attend the A.G.M. and actively 

participate in the Stampa Exhibition. 
The limited-edition souvenir, exclusive to members of 

Stampa, this year wi ll be a miniature sheet suitably 
overprinted and numbered for the occasion. You are invited to 
return your name and full mailing address, together with the 
membership fee of IR£12.50 (Stg£12.50, DM30, US $20). 

A numbered philatelic souvenir is made available to all the 
public attending the Stampa Exhibition in Dublin. Members of 
Stampa who also wish to avail of this public souvenir, should 
indicate this on their application for membership and enclose 
an additional IR£2.50. Your advance order will ensure 
matching numbered souvenirs. 

All members of Stampa are invited to participate in the 
Exhibition. There are various categories of competitive classes 
which cater to wide philatelic interests. Please ask for a 
prospectus which outlines the rules, but basically, an exhibitor 
should be prepared to display some aspect of his/her collection 
on a minimum number of sheets per category. We recommend 
that you prepare an entry for Stampa '95 and in doing so, you 
are giving pos itive support to the Irish National Stamp 
Exhibition and enhancing your own enjoyment and 
satisfaction from our great hobby. If you are interested, send 
your application for membership to: Competition Secretary, 
P.O. Box 2723, Phibsboro, Dublin 7, lreland. 

Your support for Stampa '95 will be very much appreciated 
and will ensure its success. Please mail your application and 
cheque without delay (now!). However, it is important to note 
that the closing date for membership is 19th September, 1995. 

+ 
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Mileage Marks: 
A Critical Review 

Part I 

by C. I. Dulin 
There have been very many articles on Irish mileage marks. 

Primru:ily, these articles have dwelt on the actual mileages 
found m the hand-stamps; the town names with special regard 
to contractions; and, less frequently, the differences between 
the hand-stamp mileage and actual mileages. A few writings 
h~ve also attempted to determine whether the hand-stamp 
mileage was in Irish or English miles. 

Perhaps the most useful summaries to date are to be found 
in the booklets by Edwin Davey ("Introduction to the Irish 
Mileage Marks" published by the EPA), and that of Hans 
Moxter ("Die Meilenstempel der Iriscben Post 1808-1839" 
published by the FAI. First edition 1985, second edition 1994). 
Both articles have their merits with the Davey booklet being 
an excellent postal history perspective, wbile Moxter's booklet 
is a very extensive study of the types of known mileage marks 
and, for many, the town name contractions and hand-stamp 
measurements. However, both publications are essentially 
descriptive of the mileage marks that have been recorded 
rather than based on an analytical approach to the subject. 

Recently, during a fairly lengthy investigation into Irish 
postal rates, a great deal of data was accumulated on mileages 
(obviously an integral part of postal rates prior to the 
introduction of the universal penny postage). Since the main 
study is not yet complete (nor is likely to be for some time), it 
seemed that it might be useful to publish what has been 
accomplished to date on the mileages. In particular, for the 
relevant period between 1808-1839. 

It seemed that what may have been lacking to date is a 
guide to not merely the hand-stamps that have been recorded, 
but also those that should exist and for what periods. A great 
weakness of the Moxter publication is that it appears to 
assume mileage marks exist for years for which data is not 
actually available. While in many cases this may be valid, it 
may not be necessarily so. Thus, if a given mileage mark is 
recorded between two given years, it often appears to assume 
that the mileage mark exists, as such, between those years if 
another has not been reported. The danger of this approach is 
that if, for example, a mileage hand-stamp was used 
inadvertently just once at a given office, then continuity of use 
might be assumed. 

The key to a mileage mark is the existence of a Post Town. 
This much is obvious. The difficulty is knowing which Post 
Towns existed for which periods. The natural place to look for 
the data is in the directories that were published both in Ireland 
and in England. However, things are not that simple. For 
example, it might be imagined that the Post Office directories 
would be the most authoritative sources. An immediate hurdle 
is t~at the first Irish Post Office directory was not published 
until 1832. Fortunately, the British Post Office directories 
(which date back to at least 1800) cover the mileage mark 
period and give lists of Irish Post Towns. But then, how 
reliable is the data? An analysis of the data for known Irish 
Post Towns shows that the British listings were often some 
five to six years in arrears if a new Post Town was established. 
Even the Irish Post Office directories, when they were 

introduced, could lag by one or two years. Perhaps the best 
sources of information lie in the Irish Minute books in the 
G.P.O. archives in London. However, these are not indexed in 
terms of Post Towns and it would take an extremely long time 
to extr~ct the data. Fortunately, there is a relatively good 
a~ter~a~1ve at hand and this is the Watson's directory or, to 
give 1t its full name, The Gentleman and Citizen's AJmanack. 

Watson's directory was published annually in Dublin (by 
John Watson) from early in the 18th century and continued 
well into the 19th century. More to the point of this article, 
data from. the directories is available for the whole Mileage 
Mark period. Among the information given is a list of Post 
Towns ("Compared with the Post Office Books") and their 
distances from Dublin in Irish Miles (the 1827 directory gives 
both English and Irish miles). The day the comparison was 
made was usually given and this is invariably some time in the 
last quarter (frequently with a September date) before the 
n?minal year of the directory. That is if, for example, the 
directory year was 1811, then the comparison would have 
been made in the last quarter of 1810. Nominally, all should be 
plain sailing. However, there are certain caveats. Firstly, it has 
to be assumed that the Post Office Books were kept up to date 
and next, that Watson transcribed correctly. Sometimes, 
happily rarely, this was not necessarily the case. Another 
minor problem is Post Town identification. For the 
overwhelming majority, it is fairly straightforward in 
correlating the vagaries of old spelling with the modern 
equivalent (Kesh-Kish, for example). However, for a few 
(especially when there were changes in name) considerable 
difficulties can arise. It is believed that these have now been 
resolved (Moxter, by the way, has one or two Town name 
errors in his listings). There is also one case where the 
directory Town name was in error for a very considerable 
period (Leighlinbridge-Loughlinbridge). 

Having largely cleared away these premises, it is now 
possible to begin to analyse the findings. For this study, the 
Watson directories have been used for the period 1808- 1831 
and the Irish Post Office directories after that date. 
Comparison of the two sources for the late 1830s show that 
there are generally small differences between the two except 
f~r the 1 ~36 Wats?n directory which shows very many 
d1sc~epanc1es. The differences for this particular year may be 
ascnbed partly to timing (i.e. publication date) and partly to 
the change~ that were taking place at many Offices (Penny 
Post estabhshment, changes of designation to sub-office, 
closures ~nd so on). From the Mileage Mark point of view, the 
most senous errors in the Watson 1836 directory was the 
apparent establishment of many new Post Towns. In the 
majority of cases these did not take place. 

For actual mileage marks recorded, the Moxter listing was 
taken as a basis and then supplemented by i~ems in the 
author's own collection (principally dates of usage) and items 
culled from auction catalogues. The latter have been treated 
with a great deal of caution, for it is not at all unusual to find 
items with wrong mileages in the description (an 8 for a 3, for 
example). Where there is no conflict with other known 
mileages, the dates recorded can be useful. However, if the 
mileage is "new", then no account has been taken of it unless 
the item has been illustrated. Moxter does not give references 
(an almo~t impossible task given the nature of the publication), 
but certamly for rarer items, confirmation is desirable. 

The amount of data is fai rly extensive (well over 100 
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pages) and it wil l be given in digestible (both for the reader 
and the author) summary parts. This part will deal with the 
mileage marks that have yet to be recorded and anomalies that 
appear to exist. The next part will deal with comparati ve 
mileages (directory v. hand-stamp). 
Mileage Marks Not Yet Recorded 

The conditions for existence is best taken by category. 
I. No mileage mark recorded for Post Towns established 
before 183 l. 

After this year, there was no real need for Mileage Marks 
although they continued to be used. The Expected Period 
shown below is given in directory year terms although it 
should be realised that the Post Town was in existence during 
the last quarter of the previous year. How quickly an Office 

·was issued with a hand-stamp once it became a Post Town is 
not known. When the system was established in 1808, the 
distribution of hand-stamps was very rapid. Thereafter, there is 
no reliable data on hand. 

Town County Expected 
Period 

Abbeyfeale Limerick 1822·1834 
Arva Cavan 1811-1834 
Ballyclare Antrim 1808-1834 
Ballymullet Antrim 1822-1831 
Ballyvary Mayo From 1808 
Bellaghy Londonderry 1815·1834 
Castlefin Donegal From 1808 
Clonee Meath From 1828 
Craughwell Galway From 1822 
Deel Castle Mayo 1808·1832 
Glanworth Cork 1811-1816 
Klldorrery Cork From 1808 
Malahide Dublin 1822·1834 
Muff Donegal From 1816 
Myshall Carlow 1808·1834 
Narin Donegal 1808·1834 
Newmarket Kilkenny From 1808 
Newton Glen Antrim From 1808 
Rochfortbridge Wesmealh From 1830 
Rutland Down From 1808 
Scrabby Cavan 1811-1834 
Shinrone King's County From 1808 
Tarbert Kerry From 1808 
Tempo Fermanagh 1822·1834 

Additional Notes: 

Notes 

Moxter records, but gives no year 
See below 

Different from Newmarket-on-Fergus 

a) Deel Castle is, of course, the classic case of abuse of 
prerogative and the epitome of corruption within the Irish Post 
Office at this period. It is only remotely possible that a 
Mileage Mark would have been issued to this one castle Post 
Town. 

b) Although not listed by Moxter, a Mileage Mark for 
Innishannon exists (see illustration, next page). 

c) Craughwell is noted by Moxter as having a Mileage 
Mark (92), but no reference, date or type is given. 

d) Rochfortbridge, a comparatively late Post Town entry, 
probably had n mileage mark. A rare I 808 mileage mark 
(Roche/40) exists which has still to be attributed to a Post 
Town. Moxter apparently attributed it to Rochford in his first 
edition and then omitted it in his second. 

2. No mileage mark recorded in the 1831 - 1833 period. 
In a second category is the case of Ardrahan (Co. Galway) 

which appears in the 1833 directory. It is possible. but very 
improbable (since it was established after 1831) that a Mileage 
Mark could exist for this Post Town. 

3. No mileage mark recorded for "potential" Post Towns. 

fn a third category are the Offices of Dromara (Co. Down), 
Dunki neely. Kilmacrennan (both Co. Donegal ) and 
Rathmullen (Co. Sligo). For all of these offices, there is a note 
in the 1822, 1823 and 1824 directories indicating that they 
were to be established as Post Towns. No rates or mileages 
were given and. in fact, they were never established as such 
within the J 808-1839 period. Again, it is possible, but highly 
improbable, that hand-stamps might have been issued for 
them . 

4. No mileage mark recorded for the anomalous Watson 1836 
directory Post Towns. 

The offices which are designated as Post Towns in the 
1836 Watson directory, but absent from the Post Office 
directory, are as follows. No Mileage Marks exist for any of 
these towns and it is virtually certain that none were ever 
issued. 

Ballinderry Also see Anomalies 
Ballyhaise 
Broad ford 
Clashmore 
Coach ford 
Crookstown 
Draperstown 
Glen 
Grey Abbey 
Killeagh 
Kinvara 
Louth 
Waringstown 

Mileage Mark Anomalies 
There are certain anomalies if the Moxter data is taken as 

correct. For example, he records a Ballinderry Co. Antrim 
with a 73 Mileage for 1823. There is no record of this as a Post 
Town in any directory. In the Watson 1836 Directory , a 
Ballinderry Co. Tipperary is given as a Post town (with a 74 
mileage), but even this in itself also appears erroneous. A 
Ballinderry Bridge Co. Tyrone exists today, as do two 
Ballinderrys (Upper and Lower) both Co. Antrim. While one 
hesitates to say that a Ballinderryn3 does not exist, it seems 
extremely doubtful. If it does, then it would be the first 
mileage mark known to have been issued in error. 

BaHyjamesduff is another oddity in that Moxter records its 
use in the years 1820-1823. The anomaly arises because there 
is no directory mention of the office as a Post Town until 
1822. This, however, appears to be a late directory entry rather 
than an error of recording. The 1822 directory had many 
changes and new entries and it may well be that changes were 
held over for a year or two before they made. 

A marginally similar anomaly occurs with Ballynacargy 
where the recorded year is given as 1808 whereas it does not 
appear in directory until 1809. In this case, there is no 
incompatibility if the recorded example is late 1808, for the 
directory data was obtained in the last quarter of that year. 

Belmullet has a Moxter recorded usage in 1824, whereas 
the directory entry did not appear until 1830. This far 
transcends any normal directory lag. 

Cahireonlish is not so much as an anomaly as a late 
recording. It first appears in Moxter as I 840. The office was 
established in 1822. 

Castletownroche is another kind of anomaly in that it was 
reclassi tied from a Post Town to a sub-office in 1834 while 
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Moxter records its use until 1850. As a sub-office, it should 
not have continued to use its band-stamp. 

Claremorris, is yet a different type of anomaly. It was 
changed to this name from Clare. As Claremorris it first 
appeared in the 1834 directory. Moxter records it as 
Claremorris for 1828-1830. 

Coal Island. First appeared in 1839 directory. Moxter gives 
a mileage record four y~ars earlier in 1835. 

Delganny. Initial directory entry in 1820. Moxter gives a 
recorded usage as 1812-36 which certainly appears to be in 
error with a predating of eight years. 

Lurgan. According to the directories, this office was closed 
by 1835. Moxter gives a hand-stamp usage up to 1840. Again, 
this appears as though an occasional late usage has been taken 
as indication of continuity. 

Monivea had its status changed in 1836 to a Penny Post 
Office. Moxter gives a single year of usage in 1840. This too 
seems an inadvertent usage. 

Oughterard similarly become a Penny Post in 1834, while 
Moxter records an apparent usage from 1819 to 1850. The 
later dates seem very doubtful. 

Swanlibar is yet a different kind of anomaly. The office 
was closed between 1825 and 1827, but Moxter gives 
mileages for these years. Either the directories or Moxter's 
data are in error. 

Tramore is another case of a mileage recorded (1809) prior 
to directory entry (1810), although compatibility is possible if 
the hand-stamp recorded is dated late in the year. 

Tulsk is a similar case. Moxter 1813, directory 1814. + 

Stampa 94 Awards 
by A. F. Finn 

Congratulations to the following EPA members who won 
awards in their respective categori,es at Stampa 94 - the Irish 
National Stamp Exhibition - held in Dublin 20-23 Oct. 1994. 

Specialised Section: 
Joseph E. Foley "The Overprinted High Value Stamps of 

Ireland 1922-35" - Gold, Irish Security 
Stamp Printing Trophy, David Feldman 
Trophy (overall award of the show), and 
E.P.A. medal for best Irish exhibit. 

Postal History: 
Anthony Hughes 

Finbar O'Mahony 
Paul Wittreich 

AerophiJately: 

"Westmeath 1700-1841 "- Silver plus F. 
E. Dixon Trophy for best Postal History 
exhibit. 
"Merchant Mail from 1412" - Silver 
"Carrickmacross - A Reflection of Irish 
Postal History" - Silver 

Karl Winkelmann "Irish Uniform Foreign Airmail Rate" -
Silver plus EPA Certificate. 

Literature: 
Hans G. Moxter "The Irish Mileage Marks of Ireland 

1808-1839" - Silver 
Ian Whyte "Collecting Irish Stamps" (1994 edition) -

Silver. + 

. "·· ·.·-

A "Missing" Mileage Mark: Innishannon/142 (in red) 
Jnnishannon to Waterford to I...nndon July 3, 1834 

(Part II of this article will appear in next REVEALER) 

TWTYTW'94 
(Continuedfrompa"ge 74) 

Pane 1: 32p, 28p (Shaw), 28p (Beckett) and 32p in block of 
four; 
Pane 2: 32p and 28p (Shaw) se-tenant plus 28p (Beckett) and 
52p se-tenant; 
Pane 3: 28p (Shaw), 32p and 28p (Beckett) all se-tenant in 
strip of three; and 
Pane 4: 52p, 32p and 52p all se-tenant in strip of three. 

All stamps are the same size, perforation and pa~r/~um as ~e 
sheet stamps. Each pane is rouletted in the left bmding margm 
and stitched into the covers. Thjs is the first Prestige Booklet 
to have rouletting in the binding margin of the panes. One 
copy of th is booklet was distributed in November 1994 
without charge to all of the bureau's deposit account 

(Continued on next page) 
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customers by way of recompense for the continuing delays in 
completing orders during the changeover to computerised 
records. 

Christmas Sheetlet: The 13 stamps plus 2 labels are set out in 
three rows of five stamps/labels (as in the previous three 
years). Sheetlets have an imprint but no plate numbers or 
colour controls and are perforated through both left and right 
margins. The stamps were only sold in complete sheellets (as 
were all previous Christmas sheetlets) and the price of IR£3.36 

gave one free stamp. (Continued i11 Next Issue) + 

The Endless 2d Coil 
by Dr. C. I. Dulin 

I have no wish to occupy even more of your valuable 
Journal space than you have already kindly donated on the 
topic. However, there are a couple of points on which I would 
like to clarify my position rather than have others do it for me. 

Firstly, it is a delight to congratulate Joe Foley who has 
unearthed the documentary evidence that the stamp was 
genuinely issued. Naturally my hypothesis that it was a 
forgery has now been refuted in the best possible way. As J 
repeatedly said, I could be wrong and, indeed, I was. My 
position has accordingly moved from forgery to mystery -
which, philatelically, will provide as much fun in trying to 
discover more about it. 

However, there remains a darker lining to this silver cloud, 
and, that is, the reaction of stamp collectors (as opposed to 
philatelists) to suggestions that everything in catalogues 
shou ld not be taken at face value. The whole and absolute 
basis of my original argument was that there had been no 
concrete evidence to suggest that this stamp was ever officially 
issued. In the absence of this evidence, everything was 
speculation; and that applied equally to those who believe that 
it had official sanction. The whole issue was not whether the 
stamp was a forgery (as I postulated), but rather whether it was 
genuine. Which is quite a different thing. 

As I get tired of repeating, one of my speculations was the 
stamp was bogus. I was not particularly trying to prove the 
stamp was a forgery. I was trying to show that it was not 
genuine. If one looks for motives for its supposed creation, 
then one is simply speculating on a speculation. Rather a 
wasted effort. Another of my reserve speculations was that the 
stamp might also have been printer's waste. Again an exercise 
in futility. By like token, one of your correspondents piles 
hypothesis upon hypothesis reaching as far as the Baltic 
wastes to bolster an argument as to authenticity. Pointless. 
Better, by far, to leave it to likes of Joe Foley who can 
discover real and decisive evidence. 

Then there is the lamentable letter from Ian Whyte with its 
tautological distortions and inverted levels of logic that form 
the basis of so many Irish jokes. Ian has done a great deal for 
Irish philately in general, and was one of those who, after 
David Feldman, kept Stampa alive. He also had the distinction 
of being Ireland's first commissioner when the country was 
admitted to the AP. Moreover, his irregular issues of Irish 
Stamp News are the finest source of advertisements for Irish 

material currently available and, on occasion, even have 
interesting articles sandwiched between. 

Additionally, as a stamp dealer his expertise must be 
beyond dispute. As a purveyor of coals to Newcastle, it must 
be second to none. It is no mean feat to be able to supply Irish 
stamps to the Irish Post Office. Previously, the only people 
able to do this were those who were caught with material no 
longer valid for postage and who endured a 5% loss for the 
privilege of returning it. Incidentally, on this point (that is the 
Post Office did not have several of the 1922-1935 overprints 
including the Thom 4-line high values), I imagine that it would 
have been a question as to whom his contact was at the Post 
Office and how far the archives of the Stamping Dept (which 
came under the di rection of the Revenue Commissioners) and 
the Post Office overlapped. Certainly, when the ill-fated Irish 
Postal Museum was being founded in 1980s, there were sheets 
of all and every overprint that had been issued, including 
sheets of Thom 4-line high values. In fact, I believe it was 
intended to take blocks of four from the Thom 4-line sheets to 
form part of the permanent exhibit that was to be on show. 

Also, as a presumably successful stamp dealer, he naturally 
has both integrity and discretion. However, it does seem a 
trifle odd to a mere layman that he seems to have had 
knowledge of the existence of a cache of over I 00 examples of 
the 2d coil (from Kiloware from the Columban Sisters) that 
appeared in the late 1970s. When the Brady (and other) 
articles were appearing (some indeed in Irish Stamp News) 
and were attempting to determine how many existed (and not 
merely the unused examples), I am sure that the knowledge of 
such a quantity as this would have been, to say the least, quite 
interesting. I cannot say I have read every article on Irish 
philately and so l may have missed it, but it is rather strange 
that, as far as I know, Ian bas not mentioned this previously. 
Similarly, his estimate that about I 000 used examples are 
known must, one is forced to assume, be based on moderately 
hard statistics. Perhaps he would go further and share his 
knowledge with us. Similarly, it is hardly creditable that he 
can assert that they were used "all over the country" without 
having some listing of the towns involved. Can we look 
forward to an article on this in his own publication or in The 
Revealer? And, to anticipate, if his statements are even largely 
correct then perhaps he could further hazard an estimate on 
how many rolls would have been needed to cover such a large 
territory. Additionally (although I never mentioned the 
production of complete coi ls when I put forward my forgery 
thesis), his conception of coil roll formation is fascinating. My 
knowledge of these things is, admittedly slender, but as far as I 
am aware there has never been any coil roll fabricated by any 
issuing authority in the manner he describes. That is, starting 
from strips as opposed to sheets. 

Again, one must bow to the professional, but the existence 
(on his presumably accurate estimates) of some 1000 used 
examples (to saying nothing of the odd two dozen mint) comes 
under the heading ("by any parameter") of rare. I suppose it is 
question of definition, but even for a regularly issued stamp 
this would seem rather a generous attribution. What the ratio 
of issued to existing stamps may be, I doubt whether anyone 
could hazard a guess other than to presume it must be greater 
than one. All the coil stamps of the mid 1930s were 
experimental. How far, then, can apply the same appellation to 
a non-regular issue? If one classes experimental as a variety of 
a regularly issued stamp then even a I 00, let alone a I 000, 
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would be an extraordinary claim for rareness. One bas only to 
consider such varieties as the Id missing accent Saorstat 
overprint, the 22 & 23 code booklets or the Runnals re-entries 
which run to, at most, less than a dozen . Rareness is a matter 
of definition, but even he appears to concede in that the coils 
were mere variations. If Ian believes 1000 is a rareness level 
for the 2d coil, then more power to his business elbow. By 
similar reasoning, his price for the 2d coil on cover, a mere 
£25,000, looks an absolute bargain. For my part, and with my 
definition, I would rather spend that amount to obtain four or 
five Id missing accent stamps. But then I am a mere collector 
and am lacking in the intricacies of the financial side of the 
hobby. 

However much one admires Ian's business acumen, one 
can detect certain slight shortcomings when it comes to other 
disciplines - especially when those of a scientific bent are 
involved. If someone apparently believes that paper is "one of 
the hardest materials", then it will be difficult to explain some 
of the more sophisticated aspects of tbat material's properties. 
By like token, I suspect that the colleague who put a stamp 

into a 100 ton press and ruined the apparatus also had a less 
than formal scientific training. Whether Ian believes it or not, 
one can do a great deal with paper when it is properly handled. 
One can not only s tretch in two directions, but also 
unidirectionally. This is no place for a lecture, but the closest 
(though not exact) analogy I can think of (and which Ian can 
hopefully appreciate) is that of the Bradbury high values used 
for so many of the Iri sh overprints. When there was a switch 
from flat plate to rotary plates, the stamp impression was 
longer in one direction while in the other it was the same as for 
the flat plate. As I say, the analogy is not exact, but it will give 
the general idea. The concept is to effect stretch in a controlled 
manner, not s imply to squash everything as flat as a pancake. 
Controlled shrinkage is another method of obtaining 
differential dimensional effect. Again, his knowledge on my 
own modest expertise as a "scientist" is precisely that - a 
generic. His view that working for a multinational organisation 
gives access to the most sophisticated equipment with which 
to experiment is extremely naive and does not correlate with 
reality. Nor does he appreciate that the company with which I 
was associated never counted paper as one of its product lines. 

It would be too tedious both for the reader ( if he got this 
far) and myself to go over every item in Ian's letter, but it 
really is necessary to examine just two. One is the allegation I 
noted that there is no evidence in the archives of the 1930s 
coils. No serious researcher would ever have the arrogance to 
make a claim as ludicrous as that. What I said, and which has 
been distorted beyond belief, is that I had yet to discover any. 
This is a far, far different thing. It is matter of which archive 
sources (and even which files) are examined. The other point 
is his entirely false attribution that everything not in an archive 
could be bogus or faked, including all perforation and paper 
variations. What I wi 11 maintain is, overwhelming, that all 
printing variations a nd even perforation varieties are 
documented. The documentation may not always be in the 
archives, although it usually is if one can find it. One cannot, 
and should not, ignore the evidence provided by collectors. 
Indeed, the most immediate notice of any stamp variation 
usually comes from collectors. 

For example, among the fust of the experimental coil 
issues of the mid 1930s was a ld perf x imperf stamp with an 
extra perforation. Literally within a week or two, there was 

much reporting of this in the philatelic press. Not only that, but 
even the number of rolls issued was quickly established. 
Originally reported variously as 20 or 30, it was found that 30 
was the actual number. One of the great mysteries that remains 
to be resolved with the notorious 2d coil stamp (which 
apparently was issued relatively soon after and, in all 
probability, in similar quantities) is that there was no s imilar 
contemporary reporting. As a variety of stamp perforation, it is 
on the same level as the earlier ld coil. Moreover, it has to be 
remembered (or realised) that there were one or two s tamp 
dealers who had a tremendous "in" at the Irisb Post Office at 
that period. This was particularly true of the very honourable 
Mint Stamp Co. who, apparently, could glean official 
information that was difficult for others to obtain . And, of 
course, there was Stafford Johnson who was granted very 
special status indeed. Neither ever noted the existence of the 
2d coil stamp. 

There have been exceedingly few irregularities, if any, 
within the Irish Post Office. Irregularities known have 
involved suppliers (vide Dollard, one of whose directors had 
all stamp values overprinted inverted in sheets). And, indeed, 
apart from one or two ingenious schemes in the late 19th 
century such as the British Stock Exchange forgery, there have 
been remarkably few irregularities by Post Office employees 
generally (let alone Ireland) to make the forgery game worth 
the candle. 

Finally, it continues to astonish me why a personal opinion 
on a relatively minor topic (for in a philatelic sense it is no 
more than a curiosity) should cause such apparent furore. 
There are a few things I believe in. One is that our bobby is a 
hobby and that there is more than enough room for reasoned 
argument and debate within it. Another is that I cannot abide 
the crass commercialisation of the hobby. This is not to say 
that I believe that all of your correspondents reactions were 
motivated by commercial considerations. Far from it. Rather it 
seems to me, even worse, in having its origins in what may be 
regarded as a form of heresy in not accepting what is believed 
by a majority to be the norm. I have little time for this either. 
Luckily for us all there is someone like Joe Foley who is both 
reasonable and polite and, of course, an excellent researcher. 

Without going overboard in the altruistic line, I have 
gained a great deal from the hobby - especially in friendships 
created and in personal satisfaction attempting to solve varfous 
problems that arise in particular studies. It is also fun. Perhaps, 
in the future, I should hold my tongue on contentious matters. 
But I prefer to keep it where it is. In my cheek. + 

Message 
(Continued from page 63) 

Collectors News. Issue 1i95 was in my mailbox the week of 
February 20. Although Pat Carolan, the Manager of Philatelic 
Services, doesn' t say it directly in his Introduction, I believe this 
will replace the existing Philatelic Bulletins. They are, I am given 
to understand, items of interest to collectors of philatelic litera
ture. I have recently seen some change hands in one such auction. 
Perhaps you might send Joe a few of the earlier ones (remember 
the blue printing on white paper period) and see if there is any 
interest. + 
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Stamped Telegram Forms in 
Ireland Since 1870 

by Hans Bergdolt 
FA! - Study and Research Group of Ireland, Germany; 1994 

Continued from last issue 

Part II: Telegram forms with stamp of 
King Edward VII, 1901till1910 

Queen Victoria died in 1901 after having ruled the country 
for 64 years. Her son, Edward VD. succeeded her to the 
throne. In 1902, the first telegram forms with his bust in the 
stamp went on sale. 
1902, KEVIi, 6d purple 

The minimum fee continued to be 6d for 12 words. The 
sender always had the opportunity to prepay the answer. This 
new telegram form contained a remark pointing out this 
possibility (fig. 12). A receipt for mailing a telegram was 
originally 2d, and later (perhaps in 1908) it was reduced to Id. 
This can be seen in fig. 12. 

1903, Unstamped telegram form with attached receipt of 
mailing 

Fig. 13 shows an unstamped telegram form ("A''-Form) 
with the draft of a telegram as it was saved by Mr. Mcmahon, 
after he had post it from Dublin. It is one of many different 
forms and corresponds basically with the forms used during 
the periods of QV and KEVIl. Mr. Macmahon obtained a 
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Fig. 13 

receipt (dark 'beige) for 2d as it is mentioned in the upper right 
comer of the form. The receipt bears a typical datestamp of the 
Dublin Telegraph Bureau with a number in front of the "T''. 
Transmission of this telegram to New York cost the sender 
eleven shi llings, quite a fortune in those days. 
After 1902, KEVIi, 
unstamped telegram form with stamp 

As in many other countries, post offices in Ireland handed 
out blank forms free of charge. Fees were paid by postage 
stamps. In some P.O.s friendly clerks already prepared the 
fonn by affixing a stamp for the minimum fee, here 6d, and 
sold it (fig. 14). This practice is also known with other postal 
stationery when postal rates were changed. 

If the printer's remark in fig. 14 is correctly interpreted, 21 
mill ion sheets were produced in one printing order. 
Considering this quantity, the telegraphic service in the UK 
and Ireland must have been a big business. 

1903, KEVIi, lOd brown, 
international stamped telegram form 

As in fig. 15 shown international telegram forms were also 
issued during the reign of King Edward Vil. For the first time, 
there was space left for additional postage stamps in case the 
message should exceed minimum c harges (above the stamp). 
Stamped telegram forms with the overprint "SPECIMEN" on 
top of the stamp have been submitted to the GPO, for approval 
before the printing began. 

( colllinued in next issue) 
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1932 Eucharistic Congress 2d 
with Inverted Watermark 

by Joseph E. Foley 

T he 1991 edition of the MacDonnell Whyte Stamps of 
Ireland Specialised Handbook lists the 2d value of the 1932 
Eucharistic Congress commemorative with the variety 
inverted watermark. It is unpriced, and carries the notation 
"one example recorded." 

That Was The Year That Was 
1994 

by Brian Warren 

Once again, there was no general increase in postal rates (except 
SDS rates including parcels) during 1994. However, as noted 
below, the overall cost to collectors rose dramatically. Self
adhesive special stamps were issued for the first time, as was the 
first commemorative aerogramme. Five different firms were 
responsible for printing Irish stamps during 1994, including one 
firm for the first time - the House of Questa. 

SPECIAL AND COMME MORATIVE ISSUES 

The 1994 programme, comprising 31 sheet stamps, one self
adhesive strip of four stamps, three miniature sheets (including 
the special Hong Kong '94 sheet) and 3 booklets, was issued over 
IO release dates at a cost of IR£28. l 4 . Five of the sheet stamps, 
including the two se-tenant World Cup stamps, were issued in 
sheellet form with a total cost of IR£13.52 for the four sheetlets. 
The 1993 totals were 28 sheet stamps, two miniature sheets, 
(including the special Bangkok '93 sheet) and two booklets, at a 
costofIR£2 I .02; three of the sheet stamps were issued in sheetlet 
form with a total cost of IR£ I 0.96. 

In February, 1994, I had an opportunity to inspect the used 
example of this variety here illustrated. Whether it is the "one 
example" noted in MacD01111ell Whyte, is impossible to say. 
Obviously, at one ti me, at least o ne sheet of 240 stamps 
existed with this variety. However, in the early days of Irish 
philate ly, there was not a great deal of attention paid to the 
position of the watermark, so it's qu ite possible that further 
examples went unnoticed and may even exist undetected in 
albums and stockbooks today. 

Late last year, what I believe may well be the same stamp, 
turned up in an Ivy & Mader auction (December 17, 1994, Lot 
1733). The auction lot description is rather "puffy." The lot is 
illustrated and shows the same cancellation, pulled perf at 
upper left and centering to the top and slightly to the right, as 
the stamp I examined. The estimate was $500 - 750. I don' t 
know what the realization was. 

In any event, I thought it might be useful to provide an 
illustration for the record in The Revealer of the stamp I 
examined. + 

First Day Cancels 
Trade Unions Europa 

. 
··· ······ ·····~ · · · ···· · ··· · ···· ·· ·· ···~·~:: ........... . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . 

St. Brendan's Voyage 
Europa 1995 Issue 

(See page 73) 

First Day Cancels 
Ladies Hockey World Cup FIFA World Cup 
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Date of Plate Numbers Paper 
Issue Description Value and Notes &Gum 

27 Jan Love Stamps · Love and plane 28p 1A1A1A1A/18181818 CCP3 
(10th Issue) • Olarmuid and 32p 1A1A1A1A1A/ 

Grainne 1818181818 CCP3 

27 Jan Greetings Booklet (3rd Issue) IR£2.56 Two 11anes • (8 x 32p) CCP1 

18 Feb Hong Kong '94 • Miniature sheet 96p 3 x 32p Greetings CCP1 

2Mar Macra na Feirme ·SOth 
Anniversary 28p 1A1A/1BtB CCP3 

caravaggio • The Taking of Quist 32p 1A1A1A1A/181B181B CCP3 
Irish Co-Operative Organisation 
Society ·Centenary 38p 1A1A1A1A/1 81B1B1 B CCP3 

Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
·Centenary 52p 1A1A1A/181B1B CCP3 

18Apr Europa ·Joint Issue with Faroe 
Islands and Iceland (34th Issue 

• Discoveries) 32p 
44P } Sheetlets of ten CCP3 

• Miniature sheet 76p (32p+ 44p) CCP3 

27 Apr Ol!il Eireann • 75th Anniversary 32p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
European Parliamentary 
Elections (4th) 32p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B181B CCP3 

Parliamentary Democracy 
Booklet IR£1.92 Two panes· 6 x 32p CCP3 

31 May FIFA World Cup, USA se-tenant 2 x 32p Sheetlets ol 8 + label CCP3 

31 May Ladies Hockey World Cup, Dublil 32p no plate numbers CCP1 
Irish Ladies Hockey Unioo 

·Centenary 52p no plate nlJ'llbers CCP1 

12 July Fauna & Fiora • Garden Tiger 28p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B181B CCP3 
(17th Issue· Moths)· Burren Green 32p 1A1A1A1A/18181B1B CCP3 

· Emperor 38p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
• Elephant Hawk 52p 1A1A1A1A/18181B1B CCP3 

• Miniature sheet IR£1.50 one set CCP3 
• sell adhesive strip of 4 x 32p IR£32 per box 

6Sept Drogheda · 800th Anniversary 28p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
Edmund Ignatius Rice • 1 SOth 
Death Anniversary 32p 1A1A1A1A/1B181B1B CCP3 

Firs1 Non-Slop Transatlantic Flight 
by Alcock and Brown • 75th 
Anniversary 52p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 

6Sept Impact of the Irish . Edmund Burke 32p 1A1A1A 1A/1B1B1B1BI 
Abroad (41h Issue· Britain) 1C1C1C1C/1D101010 CCP3 

• Eamonn Andrews 52p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1BI 
1C1C1C1C/1010101D CCP3 

180ct Ireland Series • George Bernard 
(15th Issue· Shaw 28p } se-tenant 
Nobel • Samuel Beckett 28p 1A1A1A1A/1B181B1B CCP3 
Prizewinners) • Sean McBride 32p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 

·William Butler Yeats 52p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
• Prestige Booklet IR£4.84 Four panes CCP3 

17Nov Christmas • The Annunciation 28p 1A1A1A1A/1B1B1B1B CCP3 
(24th Issue) • Flight into Egypt 32p 1A1A1A1A/181B1B1B CCP3 

·The Nativity 52p 1A1A1A1A/1B181818 CCP3 
• Sheetlet (Nativity Scene) 28p x 13 IR£3.36 

All stamps were litho printed by Irish Security Stamp Printing 
Limited (ISSP) and perforated 14 x 14 3/4 (vertical format) or 
14 3/4 x 14 (horizontal format) unless otherwise stated. Except 
as indicated below, all fu ll-sized sheets contain 50 stamps in 
the usual 10 x 5 or 5 x 10 format with plate numbers at top left 

("A" or "B"), colour checks at top right and imprint at bottom 
left. 

........... ························································· . . . . 

1994 Love Stamp Block of 4 

First Day Cancels 
Greetings Booklet Love Stamps 

Love Stam ps: The stamps were litho printed by the House of 
Questa, the first Irish stamps to be printed by this firm. Sheet 
layout, markings and perforation similar to ISSP issues except 
that the traffic light colour controls are in the form of the 
printers' "Q" logo (see illustration above - yellow "Q" does 
not reproduce). The year date was not included on either 
stamp. The FDC was printed by ISSP. The stamps are known 
to have been pre-released in the Dublin area on 25 January. 

Greetings Booklet: The two-pane booklet contains eight 32p 
stamps in se-tenant strips of four designs. The stamps show 
various 'smiling sun' designs - sun with face (I); sun as daisy 
(II); sun as heart with ribbon (ill); and sun as nower (IV). 
Each stamp has two greetings labels attached top and bottom 
and the outer edges of the pane are imperforate. One stamp in 
each pane has an impcrforate edge giving a total of six 
different stamps. 

Pane 1: 32p I, 32p ll, 32p Ill, 32p IV (right margin 
imperforate); 

Pane 2: 32p lll, 32p IV, 32p I, 32p II (right margin 
imperforate). 

Each pane is rouletted in the left binding margin and stitched 
into the covers. The stamps were not available in sheet format. 
Three of the d~signs were included in the Hong Kong '94 
Miniature Sheet referred to below. 

Hong Kong '94 Miniature Sheet: A special miniature sheet 
was produced to mark An Post's attendance at this 
International Philatelic Exhibition. The sheet contains three of 
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the Greetings stamps - 32p I, 32p Il and 32p ill (right margin 
imperforate) and the same Greetings labels. The left hand 
panel contains the show logo plus an Irish celtic dog design 
marking the Chinese Year of the Dog. One copy of the 
miniature sheet was distributed free to all of the philatelic 
bureau's deposit account customers. The third stamp with right 
margin imperforate was only available in this sheet adding one 
further combination to the six included in the Greetings 
Booklet. 

Ca ravaggio - The Taking of Christ : The stamp was issued 
following the generosity of the Irish Jesuit Community in 
placing this magnificent painting on indefinite loan to the 
National Gallery of Ireland. The stamp is in a slightly larger 
format than normal - 41mm x 37.5. 

. -............................... 
... 
... 

. . 
• • f • • ' ., 

- .. . ·- . - . . ·: . 
- ----- -

Cea1tuU Dl0ithoghdulil "°" h(oJpd 

Europa: This joint issue with the Faroe Islands and Iceland 
commemorates the 6th century Atlantic discovery voyages of 
St. Brendan's ''Navigatio ... The 32p stamp shows St. Brendan 
approaching Iceland while the 44p denomination illustrates the 
discovery of the Faroe Islands. 

The stamps were printed in the usual sheetlet format 
comprising ten stamps with illustrated side panels. The side 
panels are imperforate, all other margins are perforated. 
Sheetlets have an imprint and colour controls but no plate 
numbers. The two stamps were also available in a miniature 
sheet containing one of each denomination. The two overseas 
administrations each issued two stamps and a miniature sheet 
in identical designs on the same day. All issues were printed 

by ISSP. Further details are given about these issues in the 
Section "Foreign Stamps and Postmarks with Irish 
Associations". 

Parliamentary Democracy Booklet: The two pane booklet 
contains 3 x 32p An Dciil stamps and 3 x 32p European 
Parliament stamps as follows: -

Pane l: Vertical pair of 32p An Dail (imperforate at top) and 
32p European Parliament (imperforate at bottom) 
separated by an illustrated gutter from a vertical pair 
of 32p European Parliament imperforate at top and 
right) and 32p An Dail (imperforate at right and 
bottom); and 

~\.t ).THA C( 

~ * * *-f~ 
~ * , * · >* * ;;; n* "' \ * **~"; ~ * ... ~.St(jNA • 'l."\ • 

Parliamentary Democracy 
Booklet & First Day Cancel 

Pane 2: Horizontal pair of 32p European Parliament 
(perforated all round) and 32p An Dail (imperforate 
at right) with ilJustrated border. 

The various imperforate stamps give a total of five different 
stamps in addition to the two sheet issues. Each pane is 
rouletted in the left binding margin and stitched into the 
covers. 

FIFA World Cup: The sheetlet contains eight stamps plus a 
label set out in three rows of three in a se-tenant format 
containing four of each design. All sheetlets are fully 
perforated with colour controls and imprint but no plate 
numbers. The Republic of Ireland team reached the second 
round but were then beaten by The Netherlands 2-0. 

Ladies Hockey World Cup 
(See next page) 
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Hockey Issues: The stamps were litho printed by Joh. 
Enschede en Zonen, The Netherlands. They are the first Irish 
commemorati ve st:imps tn be produced by this printer. 
Previously, they produced two of the Heritage and Treasures 
IR£ 1 definitive booklets (Nos. 2 and 3 in the series). The 
sheets although issued in the usual 50 stamp format (10 rows 
of 5) do not contain any sheet markings other than a 1- in the 
right margin opposite both rows 1 and 10 (presumably pane A) 
or e lse a similar matching -I in the left margin opposite rows I 
and 10 (presumably pane B). Together the two markings make 
a 1-1 when placed side by side. In both cases, the top margin of 
the sheet is imperforate; the remaining three margins are fully 
perforated. Perf 13 I /4 x 13 1/2. Paper/Gum: Similar to white 
CCP I . Once again as with the Love stamps, there is no year 
imprint. 

The Ladies World Cup tournament was held at Belfield, 
Dublin, and was won by Australia who beat Argentina 2-0 in 
the final. The Republic of Ireland team did not progress 
beyond the initfal round of matches. 

Fauna and Flora • Moths: The sheet stamps and miniature 
sheet were printed by ISSP. The miniature sheet contains one 
of each value set out in a block of four. The sheet was 
overprinted for "Philakorea '94" - see entry under Exhibition 
Souvenirs. The set was also issued in self-adhesive format 
with tbe four designs reproduced as 32p denominations in 
boxed rolls of 100 (plus 2 labels). Strips of four were available 
from the philatelic bureau. The self-adhesive stamps were litho 
printed by Printset-Cambec, Australia, who currently produce 
the 32p definitive self-adhesive. The overall size was smaller 
than the sheet stamps - 37.5mm x 26mm. Perf. 11 3/4. Paper: 
stamps have a bright UV reaction whereas the backing paper 
gives a dark reaction. The self-adhesive stamps do not 
incorporate a year imprint which, as usuaJ, was included on 
the ordinary sheet issues. The rolls are made up of five strips 
of twenty stamps (i.e. multiple of four) as compared to four 
strips of twenty five for the 32p definitive. As in the case of 
the definitive, there are, in addition, reminder labels located 20 
stamps (before the join i.e. at the end of strip 4) and I 0 stamps 
from the end of the roll. In the case of the "only 10 stamps 
left" etc. label, given the multiple of four designs, the label 
replaces one of the four designs in the sequence as illustrated 
below. 

End of Roll £32 Moths : Self-Adhesive 

l11 4 l 3 1 2 l 114l 3 1 2 l 1 1 4 ILl 2 l 1l I 

L =Label - "Only 10 Stamps Left!... Order Now" 

As a consequence, there are 26 of design I (Emperor), 24 of 
design 3 (Garden Tiger) and 25 each of designs 2 (Elephant 
Hawk) and 4 (Burren Green) in any roll of I 00 stamps. AH 
rolls commence and end with the Emperor design. The strips 
of four within a roll, and as distributed by the bureau, are in 
the same sequence (right to left, I to 4) - Emperor/Elephant 
Hawk/Garden Tiger/Burren Green. 

Drogheda (Co. Louth) - 800th Anniversary: This attractive 
design is similar in conc~pt to the Dublin Millennium st~~P_?f 

1988. Unfortunately, in this case, An Post did not provide a 
full list of the buildings depicted on the stamp. The stamps 
measure 44mm x 28mm and are perf. 13 In. 

75tb Anniversary of First Non-Stop Transatlantic Flight 
by Alcock a~d Br.own: T?e aircraft shown on the stamp, 
aJthough a typical Vickers V1my, bears a design error. The 52p 
s ta~~ clearly shows the plane fitted with a nose wheel in 
ad~1t1on to the underca~riage under the wings _ something 
wh1.ch was purposely omitted to reduce weight and wind drag 
durmg the record breaking flight. 

Impact of the Irish Abroad (Britain): The stamps were Jitho 
printed by Walsall Security Printers Limited, the first special 
issue to be printed by this firm for An Post. As with theothernon
ISSP issues, the year imprint was not included within the design. 
Both values were issued in sheets of 50 divided into two panes of 
25 (5 x 5) separated by a vertical gutter. The plate numbers were 
printed four times on each pane, and appear twice in both top and 
bottom margi ns (IA IAlAlA right 
pane plus ~~'tHAClq lBlBIBIB left pane 
or JC IC IC IC left ~ ~~ pane plus 
IDIDIDID right • • pane - note the re-
verse order). The ~ ,. ~ colour controls(inthe 
form of wheels) ap- ~ if peartwicebothinleft 
and right margins '<'-f¢E1sr~~ .~· and fourtimes in the 
gutter of each sheet. The WaJsaJI imprint 
together with their logo appears in the centre of the gutter. The 
logo also appears in the left margin ("B" and "C" panes) and the 
imprint in the right margin ("A" and "D" panes). This issue, as 
you will realise, created an Irish record as regards the number of 
"collectable blocks". I have calculated the total outlay if you 
wanted aJI combinations to be a minimum of IR£67.20! 

Ireland Series (Nobel Prizewinners) - Sheet Stamps: The two 
28p values were printed se-tenant, both horizontally and 
vertically, through- out the sheet. 

. ~t.T~~ 
Ireland Series ,i;p~~ (Nobel Prize win-
ners) • Prestige i, • Booklet: This issue 
was also accornpa- ,,. j nied by a "Prestige 
Booklet", thesi~th in CJ..• _ # this annual series. 
Thcrear:efo~r.11lus- ·90£ts~·"'il trated panes of 
stamps m miniature s heet format and 
eight pages of bi-lingual text. The panes contain a total of three 
sets made-up as follows: (See TWTYTW '94 on page 67) 



THE EPA'S 1995 CONVENTION 
& EXHIBITION AT WESTPEX '95 

April 21, 22 & 23 
Cathedral Hill Hotel, San Francisco, California 

All members of the EPA are cordially invited to join their fellow members, the Officers and 
the Board of Directors of their Association for the EPA's 1995 Convention and Exhibition 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

Saturday, April 22, 1995 

Sunday, April 23, 1995 

9 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. Business Meeting of the Board of Directors 
and Officers of the Eire Philatelic Association 

11 :30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Group Lunch 

1 p.m. - 3 p.m. Annual General Meeting (Room 375) 

1 p.m. - 2 p.m .. Presentation: Irish Air Mails by William (Bill) 
Murphy 

EXHIBITION: Members interested in exhibiting should already have entered their 
application form which was distributed in a previous issue of The 
Revealer. 

SHOW HOTEL: The Cathedral Hill Hotel, Van Ness at Geary Street, San Francisco, 
CA. Tel. (415) 776-8200. Show rate: $89 single; $90 double and 
suites start at $150. 

GROUP LUNCH: To be held in the Hotel Restaurant. Dutch treat. 

Bring a friend. Introduce him/her to Irish collecting. 
Let's have fun, let's learn and let's share at the 1995 EPA 

convention. 
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st am Pa 
lrlsh National 
Stamp Exhibition Ltd. 

For full details of Stamps '95 membership 
and for Trader's Prospectus, please write to: 

STAMPA, P.O. BOX 2723, DUBLIN 7 

STAMPA '95 - DUBLIN 

The Irish National Stamp Exhibition 

will be held at 

THE RIVERSIDE EXHIBITION 
CENTRE 

SIR JOHN ROGERSON'S QUAY, 
DUBLIN 2. 

Thursday 19th 
to 

Sunday 22nd October '95 

E.P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 

The folio"' 1ng Hems may be ordered from Richard J. McBride. 153 Orchid Rond, Meriden. CT06450 U.S .A. All prices include po.~tageand handling. Overseas 
add SI .00 per item for air mail Make a ll cheques and money orders payable to Richard J. McBride. 

Irish Overprint Identifier - A clear pla.~t1c overlay to help son out 
your ovcrpnnt issues With it is a chru-t giving Scon and Gibbons 
numbe rs and an arucle on identifying the overpnnts Pncc S4.SO 

Oit Mle lenstempel Der lrischtn Post - (The Mileage Marks of 
Ireland 1 1808· l 839 by Hans G. Moxter. 1994 Edition 57pp Text in 
Gennan and English Published by FAI , the lnsh Philate lic Group in 
Gcnnany. Most infonnruiveand well illustrated. A complete listing of all 
known lri~h mi leage marks. Price S6.50 

Ireland - Catalogue or Perfins - compiled and edited by Richard L. 
Mcwhinne) . Publi shed by The Perfins Club · 1994 38 pp. punched for 
3 nng binder. The catalogue is designed for use as an album as well as 
cat:i.loguc . Only observed Perfins arc catalogued Price $9.00 

The Adhesive Revenue Stamps or Ireland: 1858-1925 - James J . 
Brady's detailed study of the Irish Revenue Sumps. All arc in easy-10-
follo"' c.-italog fonn with many details. A must for the Auction. Price 
$2.25 

[ .P .A. Rubb4er St.amp - The Official Seal of the Association as seen 
on the front of all offic ial Society papers h:ll been made into a rubber 
stamp available 10 our members. Dress up youre nvelopcs and corrcspon· 
dence . Sold only to members at $6.00 

llnifnrrn Fourpenny Post in Ireland - by Williarn Kane. Produced by 
the Iri sh Philatelic Circle. 28 pages. softcover. illustrated. a fine postal 
history item Price S9 .00 

The Maltese C r oss in Ireland- by Hans 0 . Moxter 1988 Edition. 
Published t>y FAI. texl of the 80 pnge book is in both German and 
Enghsh This is probably the most comprehensive review ofthis post· 
marl. to date. Price S9 00 

Undated Namesl.llmpsoflreland 1823-1860 - byWilliam Kane This 
booklet ha.• been produced by FAI of West Germany. In English and 
Gcnnan and reco rds the colours. periods o f usage on the variou.s types of 
undated namc~tamps. Price S7.00 

The Posl O ffices and Datcstamps or the County or Leit rim -
Original s tudy o f Dr. Brian de Burc.-i. updalcd by James T. Howley. A 
very informative book showing 72 illustrations of handstamps. a map 
and descriptions of post office locations. A very useful item for postmnrlt 
and postal history buffs. Published by EPA. 23 pages. Price S6.00 

Irish Posllll Rates Bcfo~ 1840 - by FE Dixon Produced by FAI it 
is an German and Enghsh This pubhca11on lists the Irish Postal Rates 
from 1657 to 1840. A superb guide for P<><;t:il H1Storians. Price $6.00 
E.P.A. Official Pin - A handsome metal pan replica of the E.P.A logo. 
Available to members onl y at S l.25 each 
A Listing of Irish Postmarks lo Gaelic from 1922 - by James T 
Howley. Produced by the E.P A .. lnsh Postmarks arc listed alphabeti · 
cally in Gaelic with their English translations. It is a most comprehensive 
Guide to postmarks available. 82pps $6 00. 

THE REVEALER INDEX - by Patrick J Ryan, Sr. A comprehensive 
index o f :ill philatelic ru-ticles appearing in THE REVEALER from the 
first issue thro ugh the end of 1985. Artic les are listed by subject rnaner. 
Cost: US & Canada S8.75 others: SI 0 .00 

Addendum I to THE REVEALER Index - Sarne as above e xcept it 
covers the years 1986 1hru 1990. Pncc S4 00. A complete index - Basic 
and addendum I - Sl2 00. 

Ao Introduction oflrish Mileage Marks - by W. E . Davey. Published 
by the EPA, 1989 Edition. 22 pages An excellent book for the beginning 
collector of Irish Mileage Marlcs. Price $5.00. 
I nt roduction lo Irish Post Otrices of County Oare, Ireland - John 
Mackey & Tony Cassidy. Text in Gennan & English. Published by FAI. 
A study developed from the postal archives of Dublin & London. A must 
for the student of Postal History . 94 pp Price S9.00. 
The Dublin Spoon - 1855-57, by Dr. C . I. Dulin. a comprehensive 
study that should be in every Philatelic Library. A must for postal his1ory 
s tudents. Softbound 48 pages S6.00 prepaid . 
Joho M. Synge Sounnir Card - issued by the James Hoban Chapter 
for W orld Stamp Expo '89. This very fine card ho nors J. M. Synge. Irish 
Playwright and Poet . It is black on cream with the J. M. Synge issue of 
1971 printed on the card with a history o f the subject and examples of his 
work on both sides. Only 300 were produced Price S 1.25. 

"Die CallI511chen l rlands" (The Postal Stationery ortrelllnd) -by 
Otto Jung. 1994 Edition. Text in Gcnnnn & English. Published by FAI, 
the Irish Philatelic Group in Gcnnany. This latest edition is by far the 
most specialized and authoritative and gives a very complete listing of 
Irish postal stationery available. Well illustrated. Prices for mint and 
used in OM. Price $14.00 postpaid 

Collecting Irish Stamps, 1994 - Ian Whyte's simpleficd catalogue in 
color, price S 10.50 postpaid. 80pp 


