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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
By the time you read this our 1996 
convention will have been held at the 
Hunt Valley Inn at BALPEX '96. I 
am sure the convention organizers 
will have something to report in our 
nextissueofThe Revealer. Theagenda 
is jam-packed and there are many 
seminars and opportunities to meet 
during the three-day event. 

which flourished circa 1938-39. At that time I mentioned the 
exEstence of Study Book No. I divided into three subjects. Bill Kane 
then advised me that he owned subject No. 45. I am now pleased to 
be able to inform you that there were fou r study books in al I covering 
six subjects. The Fall 1995 issue lists the three subjects contained in 
Book No. I. 

The others are as follows: 
Study Book No. 2 Subject No. 4 Irish Bishop Marks 
Study Book No. 3 Subject No. 5 Irish Ship Letters 

+++++++++ 
Philatelic Literature Revisited: In the Fall and Winter J 995 issues 
of our journal I reported on the existence of an Ireland Study Circle 

Study Book No. 4 Subject No. 6 The Circular, Octagonal 
and Diamond Date Stamps 
Used at the Chief Office, 
Dublin, 1976- 1858 
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When I originally obtained my Book I photocopies, I 
thought that these studies had been printed as mimeographed 

handouts for the Ireland Study Circle. Imagine my surprise to 

find, when leafing through T he Postal History Society B ulletins, 
that this was the publication from which they had been printed. 

For the record Study Book 1 (Subject 1,2 and 3) appeared in 
Bulletin#IOin March 1939; Study Book 2 (Subject4) and Study 

Book 3 (Subject 5) can be found i n Bulletin# 12 issued in October 
1939; while Study Book 4 (Subject 6) appeaced in Bulletin #13 

in January 1940. 

Some of the leading lights of Irish Philately of the period 
were members of the Ireland Study Circle; Or. Stafford Johnson, 
Col. G.R. Crou.ch, Robson Lowe, G. Brummell, Col. Samuel 

Anderson, Dr. D. F irth, L.R. Ray, H.L. Giles,N.T . McMurdoand 

Miss Campbel I. T hey seem to have all participated in discussions 
prior to the writing up of these study books as some of them 

resemble minutes of meetings. It is interesting to note that the 

Circle stopped producing study books around the time of Col. 
Anderson's death in 1940. Was he the spirit behi nd the books 

and/or the circle??? 

+++++++++ 
Our membership numbers are stagnate. I believe it is the role 

of each of us to seek ou t our fel.Iow collectors and br ing them i nto 
the fold. It is encouraging to see that our L 994 recruiting cam
paign which allowed free membership for a year resulted i n 16 
of the 23 members renewing their membership. The B oard will 
look at offering the "free" membership campaign at some point 
in the future. Right now we rely on you to spread the Irish gospel 
and get us new members. + 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 
New members are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days of 
publication. 

#2493 Paul R. Dulfly, 701 Pleasant St., Belmond, MA 02178. 
#2494 Rev. William Hickens, C.S.C., Holy Cross House, Notre Dame, IN 

46556. 
#2495 Valarie D. Binkley, 2908 Lynn Ave., Apt. 2A, Fort Wayne, IN 46805. 
#2496 Daniel E. Mead, 40 Somerset Dr., NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503. 
#2497 Hugh M. Goldberg, 2121 Beale Ave., Altonna, PA 16601. 

Reinstatements 

#19.91 Carolyn Condon, 297 Lee Ridge Rd., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 

Resignations 

#2296 Gary S. Ryan, Northwood, England. 
#2.240 James Magill, Lyons, NY. 
#2433 Dr. Clement Prokesch, New London, CT. 
#2387 Gerald Shannon, West Allis, WI. 
#2225 Phillip Blackmore, Coram, NY. 
#1090 Daniel Warren, Gloucester, VA. 
#0393 Gerard Brady, Dublin, Ireland. 
#1829 Doris Gardemal, Chickasha, OK. 
#1134 Donal Sammon, Tipperary, Ireland. 
#2356 Donald J. Leehey, West Hills, CA. 
#1816 A. C. Booth-Jones, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 

Deceased 

#1832 Louis M. Gray, San Jose, CA. 
LIFE William P. Hickey, Providence, RI. 
#2272 James A. Moran, Kent, WA. 

Changes of Addr.ess 

#1329 John G. Fluck, 1809 Skyline Dr., Fullerton, CA 92831-1011 . 
#1951 Thomas F. Moran, 971 Allens Creek Rd., Rochester, NY 14618-3413. 
#1292 Wal·ter J. Butler, 25 Pilgram Dr., Bedford, NH 03110-6037. 
#2189 John G. Lane, 40 Virginia Ln., Fishkill, NY 12524. 
#2192 Thomas J. O'Callaghan, 6567 W. Glenwood Ave., #2, Chicago, IL 

60626-5121. 
#2452 Christoph Link, 4 Roberts Orchard Rd., Barrning, Maidstone, Kent, 

Eng.land ME16 9HP. 
#1501 C. Kevin Carroll1120 L St., #218, South Boston, MA.02127-3180. 
#1017 Jarries G. Lawless, 5945 Plum Hollow Dr., #18, Ypsilanti, Ml 

48197-881 o. 
#1030 Michael Raltery 'MD, 1654 Edison Shores Pl., Port Huron, Ml 

48060-3374. . . 

#1350 Robert F. Schmidt, P.O. Box 8546, Hot Springs; AR 7191Q-8546. 
#1657 Merv Quarles, 17344 Mahoney, Hazel Crest, IL 60429-1797. 
#2259 Maurice Barrett, 19929 Guns9lly Rd., Pacific Junction, IA 51561. · 

#1702 Bill Carritte, 2492 Iron .Forge Rd., Herndon, VA 20171 .. 
#2425 Don Cullen, 11532 Baggett St., Garden Grove, CA 92840. 
#2199 Wallace A. Craig, P.O. Box 2291 , Fullerton, CA 92834. 
#0309 Michael M. Lenane, 81 Bonney Shores Dr., Lakeland, FL33801-6068. 
#2386 Timothy Sharon, c/o Carol Morehouse, P.O. Box 765, La Canada, CA 

. 91012-0765. 

Membership Status 

Membership as of May 27, 1996 

New Members 
Reinstatements 
Resignations 
Deceased 

Membership as of August 24, 1996 

5 
1 

11 
3 

613 

605 

+ 
From The Desk Of The Editor 
· On page 39 of this issue you wi ll see an article about major 

changes in the U nited States mailing system that wilJ affect the 
distribution of The Revealer. That article was written in June. 
A check with the l ocal Post Office has provided a change that, 
quite frankly, I expected. Instead of the bulk of the issue· being 
sent to the San Antonio General Mail Facility as indicated, it 
will be sent to a facility in Fort Worth, Texas. In the past we 
have sent the bulk of the issue to a Dallas location. So th~ 
change amounts to a new facility in the Dallas/Ft. · Worth 
Metroplex. I still intend to date stamp the dispatch date on the 
outer envelope so that the membership has some idea of the 
time it takes for delivery. 

We continue to experience address change problems that 
ultimately cost your Associ ation quite a bit of money. Perhaps 
I am just getting older, as everything seems to cost so very 
much more, but if The Re.vealer is returned to me, the cost is 
75¢ to $1.00, depending on the size of the issue. If i t i s 
forwarded to your new address, it costs 50¢ for notification. 
But, most of the time, your issue has a small yellow sticker 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Postmarks of County 
Westmeath 

to 1839 
(Cominuedfrom Las1 Issue) 

by Amhony Hughes 

M]LEAGE MARKS 
One of the next visible changes in the Irish postal marks 

was the introduction of the mileage marks. These were 
introduced in 1808. In that year, BALLYNACARGY Post 
Office opened. 

Three other post offices opened during this period -
TYR RELLSPASS 1813, DRUMCREE 1822, and 
ROCHFORTBRIPGE circa 1830. Some of these mileage 
marks were to last up to 1850, but they s tarted phasing out 
around 1830 to be replaced by the C.0 .S. in the bigger offices 
and undated name stamps in the sub-offices. 

The postal routes had also changed as shown on a copy of a 
postal map circa 1803. Mail coaches were now used on all 
main routes. Another feature concerning Westmeath was that 
the Sligo Road now went north at Mullingar via Longford and 
not Athlone, and the Galway Road now went by way of 
Athlone. 

The mileage marks were to be used for the next forty years 
or so, though they began phasing out in the early 1830's. The 
longest lasting example in Westmeath is Killucan, enduring 
until at least 1847 and maybe as long as 1849. In total, twelve 
towns in Westmeath used mileage marks. 

Athlone 60/59 Kinnegad 29 
Bally more 48156 Mullingar 38 
Castletown Delvin 39 Rathowen 55 
Ballynacargy 48/45 Drumcree 43 
Kilbeggan 44 Tyrrellspass 40 
Killucan 32 Castlepollard 47 

The next change in the Post Office was another rate 
adjustment in 1810 of ld on all the current rates changing 
them as follows: 

Up to 15 miles 
15 to 30 miles 
30 to 50 miles 
50 to 80 miles 
Over 80 miles 

Per sheet 
4d 
5d 
6d 
7d 
8d 

Over I ounce, Per 1/4 ounce 
4d 
5d 
6d 
7d 
8d 

Three of these bands (shaded) affected Westmeath. The 
lowest mileage in Westmeath was Kinnegad - 29, the highest 
Athlone - 60. 

In Westmeath, the town with the most mileage marks was 
MULLINGAR. In total , it used at least four different 
handstamps. 

Type I 

MULLJNGAR 
38 

According to Fred Dixon (Revealer, January 1977) this was 
the earliest known use of a mileage mark in Ireland, in use 
from January 1808 to 1822. 

Type D 
In use from 1823 - ?. 

MU LLINGAR 
38 

Type III 
This oval type is scarce in Ireland. Only two other towns arc 
recorded as having used this style. It was in use for one year 
only - 1827. 

Type IV 
This "'.as in use from 1828 to 1832/34. I have a gap in my 
collect 1~n from. 1832-1834._ My earliest C.D.S. is 1835, but J 
suspect 1t came into use earlier. 

MU LI .. J N~_;l\l\ 
38 

There were two other hand stamps in use in Mull ingar at this 
time - a three line POST PAID/ MULLINGAR/ 38. Kells is 
the only other town I know with a similar mark. The other is 
REDIRECTED AT/ MULLINGAR. These two marks were in 
use around 1829/ 1830. 

POST PAID 
MU..1.LINGAA. 

3~ 
At this t ime. the Postmaster in Mullingar was one William 
Gordon, and his business was next door to the printing office 
of the Westmeath Guardian where he may have had his hand 
stamps made. 

----·----
ATHLONE had at least three different mileage marks showing 
two different mileages - 60159. 

Type I 
Athlone/ 60 - 1808- I 814. 

ATHLONE 
59 

Type ll 
In use 1814-1828. The reason for the reduction from 60 to 59 
may have been the introduction of the 1813 rates. The 1813 
rate from Athlone to D ublin was 8d, (60-80 miles). A 
reduction of one mile .on this route meant a reduction in cost of 
Id (50-60 miles), but this exercise would have been in vain as 
the following year the rates and bands were changed again. 
Athlone was now in the 55-60 band and a charge of 8d (to 
Dublin) applied. 

Type III 

ATHLONE 
53 

The smallest of the three Athlone mileage marks was in use at 
the same time as Type II. The earliest I have seen is 1824 right 
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through to 1832. Athlone would have had two mileage marks 
in use at the same time, as it was a major military town. 

-*-
BALL YMORE had two mileage marks - 48 and 56. 

Type I, though not shown here, was (according to Moxtor) 
S YMORE/ 48. This is recorded as being used in 1810. 

Type II 

BALLYMORE: 
56 

Jn use from 1830 to at least 1851 , one of the last surviving 
mileage marks in Westmeath. Why the mileage mark was 
increased from 48 to 56, I don't know. The mail may have 
been re-routed or the road re-surveyed. According to Watson's 
Directory, of 1784 and 1788, the distance is given as 50 
miles. In 1816, the distance is given as 50 miles and by 1827, 
the Directory gives the distance as 57 miles. 

----*---
BALL YNACARGY had two mileag_e marks. 

Type I 

BALNACARlG 
48 

Used 1808 to 1813 according to Moxtor. 

Type II 

BALLINACARGY 
45 

This time spelt with an 'I' . In use from at least 1830 to 1836 
when it was replaced with an undated name stamp. Every hand 
stamp for the next hundred years or so spelt the name 
Ballynacargy differently, (even to this day every second sign 
post in the county bears a different spelling for it)! 

CASTLEPOLLARD had two different sizes. 

Type I 

1809 to 1814 
C~?=POLLARD 

4-'Z 
C~f:POLL.A~D 

47 
Type II 1816 to 1837 
This was replaced in 1837 by an undated town name 

DELVIN (Castletown Delvin or C.T. Delvin). 

C·T·DELVJN 
39 

This mark was in use from l 808 right through to 1840. It 
reappeared again in November 1848 for about two weeks as an 

emergency hand stamp while the C.D.S. was being replaced. 

---*---
DRUMCREE post office opened up in 1822. Not too many of 
these are known. Moxter records its use in 1838 only. The one 
shown here dates from 1827. 

DRUMCREE 
43 

--*---
KILBEGGAN had two sizes. 

Type I from 181 3 to at least 1826. 

KlLB EGGAN 
44 

Type JI from 1830 to, at least, 1834 when it was replaced by a 
C.D.S. IGlbeggan is recorded as having a PAID handstamp as 
well. (Would appreciate more information on this mark). 

}(IL BEG GAN 
4+ 

---*---
KILLUCAN only had one mark. It was first introduced on the 
19th or 20th of June 1815, and continued in use until 1846/47. 

KILLUt:AN 
32 

---*----
KINNEGAD, earliest recorded use is 182 1. This town seems 
to have used its town name until 182 1. I have difficulty with 

KINNEGAD 
29 

this. IGnnegad was an important town; it was where the Sligo 
and Galway roads parted in 1793. It used its mileage mark 
right up to J 840. 

--*----
MOATE, first known in 18 15 through to at least 1832. About 
1836, it was replaced by an undated name stamp. rm not sure 

M UA '']' E 
52 

if this is the same hand stamp used from 1815-to 1832. They 
look the same. My earlier marks are not clear enough to say 
for certain. 

---*----
RA THOWEN. Mox tor records this from 1821 to 1825. The 
one shown here dates from March 1831 . If it is the same one, I 
am not sure. By 1836, this handstamp was replaced by an 
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RATHOWF:N 
.55 

undated name stamp. 

TYRRELLSPASS. 

Typel -
1811 TYRRELSPASS 

40 
Type n - 1828 to at least 1838. ,.. y RR! l l. 5 p A 55 

40 
This second type is an unusual s ize for a mileage mark and 
may have been made locally. 

----*----
Though ROCHFORT BRIDGE opened circa 1830, it should 
have had a mileage mark of some sort. I have not seen one. 
The earliest mark I have seen is a C.D.S. from 1840. 

In 1813. postage rates were again revised: 

Up to 10 miles 
10 to 20 miles 
20 to 30 miles 
30 to 40 miles 
40 to 50 miles 
50 to 60 miles 
60 to 80 miles 
80 to 100 miles 
Over JOO miles 

CIRCULAR DATE STAMPS 

Per sheet 
2d 
3d 
4d 
5d 
6d 
7d 
8d 
9d 

IOd 

The replacement of Edward Lees with Augustus Godby, in 
February 1831 - combined with control of the Irish Post Office 
returning to London - brought many changes. On letters, the 
most visible change was the replacement, in the bigger offices. 
of the mileage mark with the Circular Date Stamp (C.D.S.). In 
the smaller offices, the mileage marks were replaced with 
undated namestamps. 

In Westmeath, the earliest C.D.S. is Athlone - 25 June 
J 832. This was soon followed by Kilbeggan and Mullingar, 
both by 1835. 1 don' t think any other C.D.S.'s were issued 
until 1840. 

UNDATED NAME STAMPS 
When the British Post Office took back control of the Irish 

Post Office, it carried out a thorough investigation into the 
organisation. They downgraded many offices to sub-offices, 
which in turn lost the 'right' to a mileage mark, reverting to 
undated name stamps. 

The replacement of the mileage marks in such offices with 
undated name stamps was a slower job. They were only 
replaced when the mileage mark was lost or broken. By 1840, 
only four offices in Westmeath had these handstamps -
Castlepollard, Ballynacargy. Moate and Rathowen - (Bill Kane 
records a Kilbeggan undated name stamp, but this is a C.D.S. 
without its date). These are shown below. Interestingly, all 
these were LO be replaced by C.D.S. 's in 1840. 

J'1 0 A T E 

RATH OWEN 

CASTlEPOI.LARD 

The offices downgraded to sub-offices in Westmeath were 
- Ballymore, Drumcree, Castlepollard, Ki llucan and 
Rathowen. 

PENNY POST OFFICES 
The introduction of the Penny Post (PP) had a big effect on 

the postal map of Westmeath. I ts introduction meant the 
opening of six receiving houses where mail could be sent from 
or received. These offices are listed here along with the year 
they opened up: 
Glasson 
Multyfarnham 
Finea 
Clonmellon 
Boherquill 
Castletown-Geoghegan 

1832 
1833 
1833 
1835 
1836 
1837 

pp 
pp 
pp 
pp 
pp 
pp 

to Athlone 
to Mullingar 
to Granard (Longford) 
to Athboy (Meath) 
to Rathowen 
to Ki lbeggan 

Athlone also had a PP to Licarrow ( 1832) in Co. Roscommon. 

The handstamps associated with the Westmeath Penny 
Posts are shown below. There seem to have been two types: 
the earlier ones in black capitals, and the later, italic script. 
Though Athlone had two receiving houses, it does not seem to 
have used numbers to distinguish one from the other. The hand 
stamps I know are shown below. 

ATHLON"E 
PENNY POST 

Kilbegg_an 
l'snny Post 

MULLJNGAR 
PENNY POST 

Ath bog 
l'~n n y l'ost 

These handstamps continued long after the end of the 
Penny Posts. One of the latest used is Kilbeggan 1853, though 
they were phased out and replaced. 

The clamour for a cheap and effective postal system led to 
the setting up of a Parliamentary Committee. This committee's 
report was published in 1838. It is invaluable to postal 
historians .. The parts concerning Westmeath are reproduced 
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GRANARD • ····· ··· ····:.i.:·.Jllll?<~~.._ 

MAIL COACH 

MAIL CARS 

HORSE POST - • • • • • • 

FOOT POST 

LECARROW 
[Co. ROSCOMMON] • 

BALLYMAHON 
[Co. LONGFORD ....... 

[Co. LONGFORD) 

BALLYMOR~ 

along with the postal map of Westmeath at that time, taken 
from the same report. 

Also introduced at this time was a new type of boxed 
PA ID AT hand stamp. Two were issued. in Westmeath -
Athlone and Mullingar. 

Galway-Berlin-South America 

by C. I. Dulin 
Outline: 

It is probable that vinually any collector who has an even 
mild interest in the aerophilately of Ireland has a Galway to 
Berlin flight cover in his collection. However, more than most, 
this particular flight is one that has so many aspects, that quite 
an extensive study may be made on it alone. The objective of 
this article is to present such a study and also to outline some 
of the problems that remain to be solved. 

Briefly, it was the first "direct" airmail flight from Ireland 
to the Continent with the aim of speeding up mail from Ireland 
to Europe and, hopefully, as a precursor to eventu.al regular 
services. At that time, of course, all such mail had to be routed 
by sea to England, thence by train to London where there were 
daily airmail flights to various cities on the continent. 

"Direct" is somewhat of a misnomer, for the flight started 
on October 22, 1932 at 6:33 a.m. from Cranmore, near 
Galway, and 54 minutes later landed at Dublin at 7:27 a.m. 
This was by a Gypsy Moth piloted by C. E. Armstrong. After 

' • 

P.AID AT 
ATHL 0.N.E 

•• 

' PA l D A'i:' ' 
IMuLJ..tN GARJ 

Th~ earliest PA ID AT hand stamp for Mullingitr, I have 
seen, 1s May 1835. I would say Athlone's dates from around 
the same time. They continued in use up to 1852 when pre-
payment became mandatory. + 

about an hour there, during which Dublin mails were loaded 
and the Galway mail transferred, the journey continued at 8:00 
a.m. on a Royal Dutch plane (a Fokker piloted by Colonel 0 . 
E. Russell with a Mr. Scholte - whose full .name never appears 
to have been noted - as co-pilot (1)) for a three-hour trip to 
Croydon arriving at 10:55 a.m. After a refuelling stop there for 
three quarters of an hour, it continued on the next leg to 
Rotterdam, arriving at I :05 p.m. It left that airport at 1 :45 p.m. 
and, finally, it reached Berlin the same day at 5:30 p.m. (this is 
Berlin local time and equates to 4:30 p.m. Dublin time). No 
additional mail was loaded at Croydon or Rotterdam). 
Supposedly, no mail was off-loaded at the refueling stops. 

There was a return flight back to Dublin by the same 
routing, on October 23. The take-off time has been reported as 
5:47 a.m. with touch down in Dublin at 4:00 p.m. No mail was 
carried on the return trip, but Berlin Sunday newspapers of 
October 23, 1932 may be found with a Dublin October 23, 
1932 arrival cancellation (2). 

It has often been stated thaf the quantity of mail from 
Galway was 71 lbs, which supposedly equated to something in 
the region of IOOO items. By contrast, the additional mail 
loaded at Dublin is not usually noted. However, from a copy 
of a letter from official sources (3), it seems that a total of 
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1,900 letters and cards was carried, of which 600 were from 
Galway and 1,300 from Dublin. From the same source, it is 
very surprising to learn that "a very small bag of mail from the 
U.S.A. received from the S. S. Dresden at Galway" was also 
carried. "The actual quantity cannot be definitely stated by the 
Dispatching Officer, but it appeared to be only 50". Thus far, 
to the author's knowledge, none of this mail has ever been 
identified. 

Although there was a mandatory involvement of the Irish 
Post Office, it is not generally realised that this flight was, in 
essence, a private one sponsored by a group of business men 
who contributed some £600 towards its cost. Their motivation 
was to effect an speedier service and, indeed, it was 
demonstrated that some two days could be cut from a surface 
mail routing and up to a day from surface/airmail via London. 
Additionally, to defray some of the costs, the flight from 
Dublin carried passengers (12 to 14 in number, according to 
various sources, at a fare which has not yet been ascertained). 
It is believed passengers were also carried on the return flight. 
How many there were is not known exactly, but about a dozen 
seems a reasonable estimate. 

GALWAY - BERLIN 
AIR - MAIL 

A MAIL WILL BE. DESPATCHED T O BERLIN BY 
AEROPLANE AT 6 ·30AM.ON SATURDAY THEn'"JNST 

THE INCLUSNE FEE IS 6°PER OZ. 
LETTERS INSUF"FICIENTLY PREPAID \./ILL NOT 

BE FORWARDED BY AA·MAIL 
LATEST TIME fOR POSTING IS 

MIDN!QHT FRIDAf 21'-' INST. 

~ 
MAXIMUM WEIGHT 1 OZ 

Figure 1. The Galway Office Flight Notice (reduced) 

While the nominally initial announcement of the proposed 
flight was made to a small group at a Rotary meeting on 
October 17, 1932 in Dublin, the official indication to the 
public at large did not appear in the Galway and Dublin 
General Post Offices until October 19. This was a mere three 
days before the flight was to take place. In fact, the latest time 
for posting was by midnight October 21. Shown in Fig. 1 is a 
copy of the actual notice that was placed in the Galway Office. 
Not surprisingly, it is written by hand. It is authenticated, on 
the reverse, by two strikes of the cachet that was to be used on 
the mail to be carried. The notice is on the blank side of a 
fairly stiff pre-printed board that was normally used by the 
post office to record telephone communications. 

In light of the close proximity of dates between 
announcements and the actual flight, the quantity of mail that 
was carried seems astonishing. Jn fact, it seems certain that 
there must have been knowledge of the flight in certain 
quarters well before October 17. This is evident by an 
abundance of pre-prepared envelopes that are known. Much of 
this was devised by German dealers (see, for example, Figs. 2 
& 3), but also some British dealers appear to have had some 

BJ Fint Alt ll&ll 
GAL WAY •. OUBLI 

Dublin-Berlin. 

-

GERMANY. 

Figure 2. Galway to Berlin 

By E•J><n"MlflW ,f;, Af•U: 
c.Jti..r~~h-D.M# 

Figure 3. Dublin to Berlin 

prior knowledge of the flight. Jn particular, John S. Davis 
(who was one of the three main specialists of British and Irish 
airmails at the time and may well have handled much of the 
German source mail as an agent) must have had considerable 
advanced knowledge, for he travellod to Dublin and suggested 
to Col. Russell that a sp.ecial stamp should be issued for the 
occasion. Russell was quite enthusiastic, but he was unable to 
convince the lrish Postmaster General (Sean Lemass) to agree 
(4). Undeterred, Davis prepared a number of envelopes that 
were addressed to London, Rotterdam. Berlin and South 
America. Davis was astute enough to realise that the timing of 
the Galway to Berlin flight would be ideal for a continuation 
on the 9th South American Zeppe1in flight that was due to 
leave on October 24. In the event, his prepared mail for 
London and Rotterdam was refused, but that for the Zeppelin 
flight was accepted. 

As may be seen from the notice, there was a special fee of 
6d per oz and the maximum weight of any item could not 
exceed 1 oz. In essence all mail (and there was no difference 
made between envelopes and postcards) would be sent at the 
6d rate. 

Galway-Dublin-Berlin: 
All mail carried on the flight bears either Dublin or Galway 

cancellations, with one hybrid exception· that of the Dublin
Galway T.P.0. (in English) which bears an additional Galway 
cancellation (in Gaelic) (5). No others are known, although it 
would be interesting to know what the SO covers from the 
American mail looked like. 
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The irems posted from Dublin usually have double ringed 
cancellations, in Gaelic, dated variously as October 20 (Code 
52), 21 (Codes 22 & 52) and 22 (Code 46). Additionally, a few 
are known with machine cancellations (Buy Irish Goods logo) 
alone or machine cancellations over-stamped with double 
ringed cancels of October 21 (Code 27). From Galway, all 
mail appears to have been cancelled, again in Gaelic, on 
October 22 (No Code) only. Some Galway mail was signed by 
Armstrong (the pilot between Galway and Dublin) and at least 
one cover is known signed by Russell on mail posted from 
Dublin (5). 

Generally, the mail was stamped with an oval cachet in 
green (Galway to Berlin, in Gaelic). Obviously, there were 
two cachet stamps prepared, one for Galway and the other for 
Dublin. As far as it is possible to ascertain, the two stamps 
were virtually identical and all efforts to distinguish one from 
the other by examination of variations in lettering have been 
fruitless. However, it is evident that the green ink used in 
Dublin appears distincrly lighter than its Galway counterpart. 

Upon arrival, all mail was stamped with a Berlin arrivaJ 
cancellation as well as Luftpost Berlin C2 cachet. The C2 
cachet was in general use at the time to signify that the mail 
was carried by airmail and is not peculiar to this flight. The 
arrival cancellation is, for this mail, invariably dated October 
22 (22. 10.32. 18-19) and coded L 2 *. 

There also apparently exists some mail which missed the 
flight and were cachered with "Too Late for Air Mail". Since 
the author has not seen any of these, he is grateful to Ronny 
Vogt for confirmation that they exist. The cachet is in green. 
Although they may have missed the Galway-Berlin flight, they 
ought to have been carried in the usual way. That is by surface 
to London and thence by the normal airmail routing to Berlin. 
This confirmed by a Berlin arrival date of October 24. 

Another cover from the same collector does not bear the 
Too Late cachet, but has been impressed with the Galway
Berlin oval cachet which was then crossed out. This one is 
addressed to Co. Cork Ireland and does not bear any type of 
back-stamp. It seems likely that it had been hand-stamped in 
error prior to having been noticed that it was not destined for 
Germany. The ha nd-stamp was then crossed out and 
presumably was put into the normal inland. mail io Cork. It 
appears extremely unlikely that the cover was ever flown 
anywhere. 

Figure 4. Dublin to Rotterdam 

GaJway (Dublin) to Rotterdam 
We know that according to the regulations governing the 

Galway-Berlin flight, no mail for the stopovers in London or 
Rotterdam was to be accepted. However, illustrated in Fig. 4 is 

a cover addressed to Holland and marked First Flight Galway
Rotterday-Berlin. It bears a Dublin double ringed cancellation 
of October 21 (Code 52 and timed 7:45 PM) which is certainly 
one of those reserved for cancelling mail on this flight. The 
mystery arises when other cancels are examined. There are 
two, borh of Rotterdam. One (on the reverse) is dated 23.X. l 1 
Code 26 + 1932 +,the other dated 2.XII.32 I l 12V Code *23*. 
The cover was never collected from the Poste Restante in 
Holland and was returned to Dublin. Obviously, the second 
cancellation (December 2) is for the return. The key question 
remains is whether the other (October 23), which is the arrival 
cancellation, was directly connected with the flight. 

There are at least three possible explanations. The first and 
most obvious is that the mail was not carried on the flight and 
routed via "normal" channels. That is, carried by surface mail 
to London and then by airmail (or even surface mail) to 
Rotterdam. In turn, this means that the timing has to be 
examined. Unfortunately, neither a ·alway or £?ublin appear to 
have had a cachet, or even a manuscript marking, to indicate 
whether mail for a specific flight such as this was refused. 
Also , the British post office was notorious for never back
stamping arrival or transit mail. However, if mail, for any 
reason, was marked "Air Mail" and not carried from London 
in this fashion, then a cachet was applied to the effect that the 
item involved had been forwarded by surface mail. In the 
absence of such a cachet, it seems reasonable to assume that if 
this specific item went by "normal" channels via London, then 
the London to Rotterdam leg was flown. The Rotterdam stamp 
indicates (I believe, for I know little about Dutch 
cancellations) that the arrival time was 11 AM on October 23. 
Thus, if this explanation is to viable, it is a question of whether 
the timings are feasible. There had been flights to Rotterdam 
on a regular basis for a number of years, but whether there was 
a flight from London on this particular day (a Saturday) and at 
what time is, as yet, unknown to the author. Ordinarily, if there 
had been a flight and assuming that the Rotterdam office was 
open, then an October 22 arrival cancellation would be 
expected. However, for a poste restante item, this might not 
have necessarily been the case, for the mail could not have 
been collected until at least the following Monday, October 
24. 

Another consideration might be that the cover was carried 
to Berlin and forwarded to Rotterdam from there. Although 
the timing would then not present a problem, this . would 
scarcely be credible given that the Berlin office would 
inevitably have applied an arrival stamp. Since no such stamp 
appears on the cover, this explanation holds very little 
attraction indeed. 

Finally there is another vague possibility that the cover was 
carried privately by one of the passengers who posted it during 
the short stop-over at Rotterdam. For this to be at aJI possible, 
it would aJso have to have had the connivance of a Dublin post 
office official who to apply a cancellation at Dublin. This, I 
believe, would also not be credible. 

It also has to be noted that the cover does not bear the 
cachet for the flight, although, as we shall see, this was not a 
prerequisite for proof that a cover was carried. Perhaps, more 
importantly, it has to be remembered that all the mail from 
Ireland was made up into bags (presumably sealed as was 
customary) and that aH were destined for Berlin. That is, no 
bags were made up for London or Rotterdam. 

From this analysis, it seems highly likely that the cover 
would have been diverted at Dublin to the "normal" routing 
via London to Rotterdam, and was not carried on the special 
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flight to Berlin. 
In the MacDonnell-Whyte catalogue "Stamps of Ireland" 

there is an entry AC7d under the Galway to Berlin flight as 
"via Rotterdam"'. Presumably , this implies a cover to 
Rotterdam, for all mail on the flight would have been via 
Rotterdam in any case. It would be intere"Sting to know the 
evidence for its listing there. 

Galway (Dublin) to Berlin to South America: 
This, perhaps. is the most interesting part of the special 

flight. As noted above, John S. Davis prepared a number of 
covers for onward transmission to South America. From 
correspondence to him from the Galway and Dublin post 
offices, it is possible to get a good idea on the mail involved. 

A letter from the Controller in Dublin (6) reads in part: 
"In compliance with your order of the 19th instant, air 
mail covers as shown hereunder have duly been 
despatched:-

490 @ 6d each to Berlin 
2 @ 2/41/2" to Buenos Aires 

£12.5.0 
4.9 
5 I @ 51-

Total £12.14.9 

The covers you enclosed for Rotterdam and London 
could not be forwarded as the service does not include 
these places" 

It would seem then, that only three covers from Dublin (at 
least as arranged by Davis) would be carried on the special 
flight. 

A letter from the postmaster of Galway to Davis (7) reads 
in part: 

"There was a despatch to Germany only but I enclosed 
the 25 letters for Brazil so that they got to Berlin by the 
special trip from here. 

It was not possible to reg.ister the letters for Brazil so 
they were sent by ordinary post. 

I am returning the remainder of the envelopes to you by 
this post in two parcels" 

Figure 5. Galway to Berlin to Brazil by Ninth 1932 South 
American 'Zeppelin Flight 

The inference here is that 25 of the Davis Zeppelin 
connection had been sent from Galway. Presumably , the 
remainder of the envelopes return would be those that Davis 
had tried to send to London and 10 Rotterdam. 

Shown in Fig. 5 is one of the covers that was sent by the 
special tligh1 from Galway and then on to Brazil. Very 
significantly, it bears the special flight cachet and, more 
importantly, the Berlin arrival back-stamp of 22.10.32 18-19 
Code L 2 *. Other markings (such as the Pernambuco arrival 
of 27 .X.32) confirm that it was flown on the 9th Zeppelin 
flight to South America. 

It is also part of the confirmation, if one were needed, that 
the manuscript "Rek" (abbreviation of rekommandiert, the 
German for registered) has been crossed out. This is in line 
with the Galway postmaster' s letter indicating that registration 
was not possible on the special flight. Another Davis cover 
from Galway in the author's collection is virtually identical 
and also has the "Rek" crossed out. 

Turning to the Dublin to Berlin to South America covers, 
the Dublin Controller's letter indicates that three were 
accepted for the special flight. Shown in Fig. 6 is a Davis 
registered envelope from Dublin to Buenos Aires. While 
marked for the special flight to Berlin, it has to be questioned 
if it was indeed carried on that flight. 

Firstly, it has no special cachet, and next, the Berlin arrival 
marking is dated 23.10.32 7-8 Code L 2 *.This tends to imply 
that it was not accepted for the special flight and went via 
London by "normal" routing (probably by Deutsche Lufthansa 
flight London-Berlin at 21.00). The Dublin cancellation (in 
Gaelic) is of the single ring type and dated October 20 Code 

Figure 6. Dublin to Berlin to Argentina by Ninth 1932 South 
American Zeppelin Flight 

32. The manuscript marking "Rek" has not been crossed out 
and this implies that it was accepted for registration -
something that was not possible from Galway at least. 
Perhaps, most significantly, the rate that was accepted is 116 
and does not match either of the amounts shown in the Dublin 
postmaster' s letter (2/41/ 2 or 5/-). In the author's collection are 
two other similar 1/6 covers. A few more with similar 
markings and ratings are also known. As an aside, it may be 
noted that James J. Brady in Part 2 of his otherwise admirable 
series of articles on Irish airmails (8) illustrated the identical 
cover shown here as Fig. 6 (it has the Registration etiquette 
number 224) but then recorded the Berlin arrival back stamp 
as Oct 22! In the same article the number of covers quoted as 
having been sent from Galway (l,015) is also erroneous. 
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Obviously, lhe question remains as to the whereabouts of 
the three Dublin to Buenos Aires covers and what they look 
like. Did they bear the special cachc:t and are they back
stamped with a Berlin arrival date of Oct 22 or Oct 23? Also 
of some significance are the rates on these three. Matching 
rates with the adhesives used on Zeppelin flights is notoriously 
difficult, but the 2/41/2d and 5/- ratings seem abnormally high, 
especially for someone as knowledgeable as Davis. The only 
other 5/- rate seen has been on a Davis cover for an Irish 
acceptance on the 1st South American night of 1932. In this 
case, it was compounded of the usual postage, but with 
registration and Express fees added. It is anticipated that, 
should the Dublin 5/- cover for the special tlight come to light, 
then it may well be a Registered and By Express type. 

Cancellations on the Galway Zeppelin mail are the same as 
those for ordinary Galway to Berlin covers (that is double ring 
Galway No Code in Gaelic all dated October 22), but there are 
a variety of cancellations on the Dublin intended Zeppelin 
mail. These (all in Gaelic) include single ring Code 6 (October 
20 and 21) and double ring Code 52 (October 21). There were, 
of course, other covers intended for the ninth Zeppelin flight 
and which were not marked for the special Galway to Berlin 
flight. These would almost inevitably be non-Davis covers and 
as such are even scarcer. One is known posted from 
Blackrock, Dublin (4) another is shown in Fig. 7. 

Figure 8. Dublin to Berlin to Brazil by Ninth South American 
7,eppelin Flight. Mixed Franking 

Finally, illustrated in Fig. 8, is a rather rare cover. Mixed 
franlcing on Zeppelin pos t, in general, is very scarce indeed; on 
Irish acceptances, it is believed that the example is unique. 
Moreover, it is not one of the usual Davis items, but a card 
sent by E. W . Ruddell who was a Dublin philatelist (not a 
dealer). He was also the fellow who sent the Rotterdam 
envelope discussed above. One other Irish Zeppelin cover is 
known with mixed franlcing (4), but this is, in essence, a fl own 
cover from Ireland to Buenos Aires which was then re
stamped and re-addressed for a return flight. 

The Ruddell card is marked for the Galway to Berlin flight, 
has the Dub I in double ringed cancellation of October 21 (Code 
52) and the correct Berlin arrival hand-stamp of 22. 10.32 
18.19 Code L 2 *. That it was carried on the special flight is 
certain, but, it may be noted, it does not bear the usual Galway 
to Berlin green cachet. On the reverse is the Rio de Janeiro 
arrival handstamp of October 28 as well as a Condor-Zeppelin 
cachet. It is addressed to Poste Restante in Rio and was not 
collected. This was a hazardous method used occasionally by 
early philatelists who bad no agents abroad, the idea being that 
the majl would be returned (eventually) by post. There is so 
much that is intriguing about this item that is tempting to 
theorise that the return was carried back on the I st return 
South American Zeppelin tli.ght of 1933. Of course, there is 
little to prove this, only that the Rio return cancellation (May 
10, 1933) would be exact for the Zeppelin departure date (it 
landed from Pernambuco on May I 0 and took off from Rio on 
May 11 ). Again, a normal item that was not claimed from 
Poste Restante would usual ly be returned within two to three 
months and not the seven months indicated bere. 

Summarising, the Galway to Berlin to South America tlight 
would probably have had a total of 29 covers. Twenty-five of 
these would be Davis from Galway and four from Dublin, of 
whjch there were three Davis covers. Obviously, there may be 
other non-Davis covers in existence, but thus far none have 
surfaced. 

Finally it is a pleasure to acknowledge the input received 
from the leading collector of Irish aerophilately, Ronny Vogt. 
He not only had the patience to peruse the original draft of this 
article, but, in addition to making minor corrections to it, 
provided considerable further valuable information from his 
own collection and knowledge. 
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Postmarks in Ireland 
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Postage Paid, Official Paid 

Ioctha 
Penny Post Postmarks, 
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Mileage Marks in Ireland 
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The Maltese Cross in 
Ireland 1840-1844 

Undated Namestamps 

Charge and Surcharge 
Postmarks 

Returned, Missent and 
Delayed Mail 

by Hans G. Moxter 
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REYNOLDS, M ., History of the 
Irish Post Office, 1983 

ROBERTSON, AW., GB Post 
Roads 1635- 1839, 1961 

FRANK H .. and ST ANGE, K., 
Irish POs 1600-1990, (FAI 13) 

GPO, P.O. Guide-Eolai an Phoist 
Phoist 1923 (F AI A I) 

O'NEILL, C.P., Armagh PO, 
1983 

HOWLEY, J.T., POs of Co. 
Leitrim 1990 

MACKEY/CASSIDY, POs of 
Co. Clare 1989 (FAI 11) 
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1657-1900 

DIXON/Dr. SCHAAF, Irish 
Postal Rates before 1840 
(FAT 18) 

WEST, R., British Coins M arket 
Value, 1996 

MACKAY, J ., Irish Postmarks 
s ince 1840, 1982 

KANE, W., Catalogue of 
Postmarks of Dublin 
1840-1922, 1981 

KANE, W., Undated 
Namestamps of Ireland 
1823- 1860, 1988 (FAI 6) 

MEREDITH, F.W., Old Irish 
Postage Stamps and Franks, 
1923 

DITTMANN, M., The Dublin 
Penny Post (FAI 14) 

DIXON, F.E., Irish Provicial 
Penny Post 

KANE, W., Unifonn 4d Post in 
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MOXTER, H.G., Mileage Marks 
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MOXTER, H.G., Maltese Cross 
in Ireland (FAI 10) 

KANE, W ., Undated 
Namestamps of Ireland 
1823-60 (F AI 6) 
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English Language Dated 
Obliterators 

Irish Numeral Cancels 
1844- 1906 

Dublin Spoons 1855-1857 

Irish Provincial Spoons 

Sub-Office Postmarks, 
Receiving Houses 

Transit- and Receiving 
Marks 

Late Fee, Too Late. Posted 
Since Handstamps 

Newspapers and Printed 
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Money Order & Savings 
Bank Marks 
Express Delivery 
Special Event Postmarks 

Insurrectionary Postmarks 
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R-Labels, etc. 

Fall 1996 

Already dealt with in 
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Transition 1992 
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Series, 1992 (F AI 15) 

FOLEY, J. , The Rare Coil, 1995 
DUSON, J., World Postal 

Booklet Catalogue, Part 
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Subject and Period 

Perforated Stamps 

The Irish Overprints 
1922-1935 

The Dollard Overprints 
The Thom Overprints 
The Harrison Overprints 
The Goot. Pte. Office 

Overprints 
The Waterlow Overprints 
Controls and Overprints 
Overprints on Stationary 
Overprints under UV-light 
Basic Stamps of the 

Overprints 
Provincial Postage Stamps 

for Northern Ireland 
British Postal Stationary 

used in Ireland 1840 - ? 
Irish Postal Stationary 

for general use after 1922 
Irish Postal Stationary 

for official use after 1922 
Telegraph Service, Forms 

and Handstamps 
Postage Due, Postmarks 

and stamps 
Official Mail, Postmarks 
Ship Letter, Paquebot, 

Rates, Postmarks 

Airmail Stamps, First 
Flights, Cashets, 
Crash Mail 

Military Mail, Rates, 
Postmarks, Camps 

Censorship, Markings, 
Labels 

Railway Express Stamps, 
Lines, Postmarks 

Registered Mail, Rates, 
Handstamps 

Revenues, Fiscals, 
Postbank 

Prisoners and Internees 
Mail 

Mail of UN-Peace Mission 
Contingents 

Welfare-and Political Labels 
Counterfeits, Fakes and 

Bogus 
Irish Picture Postcards 

e.g. Easter Rising 
Philatelic Exhibitions in 

Ireland 
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Already dealt with in 

MEWHINNEY, R.L., Ireland 
Catalogue of Perfiers, 1984 

JUNG, 0 ., Irish Postal 
Stationary, 1994 (FAI 16) 

DIENELT, B., Maritime 
Postmarks oflreland (FAI 9) 

KIDD, C., The Irish Mail 
(H & K Packets) 

ROBERTSON, A.W., Shipletter 
Stamps of Ireland, 1954 

SALT, D., Domestic Packets 
between GB and Ireland 

BALDWIN, N.C., British 
Airmails 1784-1946 

VOGT, R., Irish Crash Airmails 
K1NGSTON, R.A., Camp 

Postmarks of the UK, t 971 

GOWEN, D.P., Railway Station 
Postmarks, 1978 

WARD, C.W., Irish TPOs 1938 
WlLSON, H.S., History of the 

TPOs of GB, part 3, 1977 

BOOTH, R., Catalogue of 
Revenue Stamps, Part 4 

Subject and Period 

Personalities in Irish Postal 
Service and Philately 
Societies and Libraries 
for the Ireland Collector 
Auctions and Stamp 
Dealers for Irish Material 

Already dealt with in 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
April 29, 1996 

Dear Editor, 

I am sending you a colour photocopy of a prisoner of war 
mailing to England in WWI. However, you ~ill ~ee that ~he 
envelope had a pre-printed Ireland. I am seeking mformatton 

on this. Perhaps you could illustrate it in The Revealer and ask 
our members to help. 

Regards, 

Charles J. G. Verge 
President 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
17 June 1996 

Dear Editor, 

Judging by items recently received in ttie mail a member or 
members have furnish the EPA Directory to various Irish 
commercial or politica.I groups. If this is the use being made of 
the Directory, I would suggest the Association no longer 
expend the funds to publish a Directory . The EPA does not 
support any "causes" except philately. 

Very truly yours, 

M . H. Zellers 
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The Erie Puist Sheet of 1916 

by C. I. Dulin 
As with most political labels with an Irish association, 

comparatively little is known about the Erie Puist Sheet that 
appeared shortly after the Easter Uprising of 1916 (see Fig. t ). 

The illustrations in the sheet (left to right, top row to 
bottom row) are those of Patrick Pearse, Thomas MacDonagh, 
James Connolly, The O'Rahilly, Eamonn de Valera, Cornelius 
Colbert and Eamonn Ceannt. The non portrait is a symbolic 
Hibernia harp. These are all in a green frame of shamrocks. 
There were a host of publications and picture postcards issued 
shortly after the Uprising and the portraits appear to have been 
copied from these sources. 

The actual se]ection of the portraits is slightly puzzling. 
Only four were signatories of the Poblacht na HEireann 
proclamation and it might have been expected that the original 
seven would have been chosen. All seven were sentenced to 
death (and, of course. there were many others that suffered this 
fate) , although in de Valera's case, the sentence was 
commuted to one of imprisonment. It is difficult to understand 
why this particular group were chosen for there does not 
appear to be a common thread peculiar to them alone. 

Be this as it may, the printing, on a grey white paper coated 
with a yellowish gum, was poorly done and the perforation 
was amateurish in the extreme. As to where the printing was 
done is not definitely known, but most references point to an 
American origin. 

Whatever prices these sheets may fetch today, there has 
never been any evidence that they were originally sold. It is 
also generally assumed that they were issued by an 

organisation that had Sinn Fein sympathies, but, again, while 
probable, this is hard to substantiate with concrete data. There 
have been many Irish political label issues that were created 
without a definite allegiance to any particular political 
organisation - W. Ward's labels for example. 

Much has been made of the inscriptions on each vignette. 
This reads ERIE POST together with the abbreviations 1. and 
R. The usual explanation is that ERIE is simply EIRE spelled 
wrongly. This seems a much too facile explanation. After all , 
given that whoever inscribed the sheet had enough knowledge 
to know that PHU1ST was the Gaelic for POST, it simply is 
not credible that they would not know the Gaelic for Ireland. 
A logical interpretation for I. R. would be Irish Republic, but, 
oddly enough, there does not appear to be any previous 
explanation given elsewhere for these initials and this is purely 
my own interpretation - again without any supporting 
evidence. 

It is my thesis that actually the sheet was a sort of 
commemorative issue made in 1916 by an American group of 
Sinn Fein sympathisers in support of the Easter Uprising. 
Virtually exactly 50 years previously {actually on June I, 
1866) a group of about 800 Fenians, led by John O'Neill, 
made an armed incursion into Canada where they captured 
Fort Erie (situated on the Niagara river east of Lake Erie). 
That they failed (they held the Fort for just one day) is beside 
the point. The main issue is that it was an attempt, by force of 
arms, to establish an Irish Republic in Canada. In this sense, it 
was similar to the Easter Uprising in Dublin. If this theory is 
correct, then the ERIE on the sheets becomes both significant 
and logical. + 

·- -·· ··--·--- --···-- ----------------------------, 
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Thomond Locals 

by Tony Firm and Brian Warren 
Recently the authors re

sponded to a query in one of 
the British stamp publications 
requesting information on 
these "Cinderella" items which 
were first issued in 1965 by the 
self-proclaimed "Government 
of Thomond/Royal Dalcassian 

· Consulate". We have set out 
below details of sets/issues 

known to us and seek the help of fellow members in 
establishing whether the listing is complete. 

All sheet issues are set out in a 10 x 5 format with no 
marginal markings and perforated through all four margins. 
Individual stamps are in a square diamond design and measure 
35.Smm x 35.Smm. Perf. 121 /z. All overprints are in black 
unless otherwise stated. The first four issues referred to below 
were confirmed as being authorised by the originators of this 
issue in correspondence during 1965/66. However details of 
values/sheets printed/issued were not given. Subsequent 
overprints may have been produced by philatelic 
agents/dealers. 

BASIC ISSUE 
1961 Original set of 12 values ''2d to 2/6 with various 

multicolour designs as follows:-
' hd : Roses 3d: Hurling 1/- : Seagulls 
Id : Carnations · 4d: Gaelic Football 1/6: Kingfisher 
l 1/2d: Showjumping 6d: Humming Bird 2/-: Jet Aircraft 
2dl '2 : Horse Racing 9d: Swallows 2/6 : Helicoptor 

1'2d to 4d values are inscribed "Postage". 6d to 2/6 are 
inscribed "Airmail". All pence values (1/2d to 9d) are 

inscribed "p" not "d" as was the practice in the pre
decimal era. 

Variety: The 9d and 1/- values, which have slightly 
different blue border colours, have been noted with the 
colours reversed. 

A part printed perforated proof(?) of the 4d value was 
sold at auction in 1990. 

1961 Two imperf orate souvenir sheets of 9d and 2/6 values, 
both inscribed "Principality of Thomond" at the top of 
the sheet and with the issue (?) date at foot "15 
September 1961 ". 

EUROPA 1961 
1961 Original set of 12 values overprinted in two lines 

"Europa/1961" in dark blue. 

PEACE AND ACHIEVEMENT 
1965(?) Original set of 12 values with circular o/p "Rockets 

towards Peace Achievement" including an illustration 
of a rocket in the centre of the overprint. Issued pre
July 1965. The 4d value exists with inverted overprint. 

SIR WINSTON CHURClllLL 
1965(?) Imperforate souvenir sheet of 216 value inscribed in 

similar manner as previous sheets with overprint "In 
Memoriam/Sir Winston Churchill/1874-1965". The 
1961 date at the foot of the sheet is blocked out in 
black. 

WORLD CUP - 1966 
1966 Imperforate souvenir sheet with overprint "World Cup 

1966" on 3d design with value altered to 2/6. The 1961 
date at the foot of the sheet is blocked out in black. 

It should be noted that an unoverprinted 3d sheet has 
not yet been seen by the authors. 

ROY AL SIL VER WEDDING 
1972 Original set of 12 values with overprint for Royal 

S ilver Wedding . The overprint reads "To 
Commemorate/Royal/Si 1 ver Wed di ng/l 94 7-1972". 
Arising from the change over to decimal currency in 
1971, the four high values were altered to "pence" 
values by way of overprint - Sp on 1/- , 7p on 1/6, lOp 
on 21- and 12•/2p on 2/6. 

1972 Jmperforate souvenir sheet with 6d value altered to 
25p together with four-Jin~ overprint ·"To 
Commemorate/Royal/Silver Wedding/1947-1972". 
The sheet also has "Europa" printed in Green at foot, 
but this sheet without o/p has not been seen. The sheet 
appears to have been "cut" at foot to take off the date 
of 15 September 1961 as per original sheets of that 
year, but no souvenir sheet of the original 6d value 
noted. 

ROY AL WEDDING 
1973 Original set of 12 values with overprint in six lines 

"Royal Wedding/Of/H.R.H. Princess Anne/To/Capt. 
Mark Phi!lips/14th Nov. 1973". 
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1973 
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The 1/-, 1/6, 2/- and 2/6 values are altered to I Op, 
12' /ip, I Sp and 20p respectively (note not equivalent 
decimal values). 

All twelve values also exist with inverted overprint. 

Three imperforate souvenir sheets 3d, 9d (altered to 
20p) and 2/6 (altered to 25p). Date changed at foot by 
o/p to "14th November 1973/Westminster Abbey". 
The border of the 25p value exists in both orange and 
red. 

THOMOND 
3p 
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PROPOSED DESIGNS (?) 
Finally, we were recently given a photocopy of what 

appear to be proposed designs. All eight designs (see 
illustrations) are rather crude and we doubt if these somewhat 
"spoof' designs ever appeared in issued form. We have not 
seen the originals which we understand appeared in a 
cinderella auction in Britain some years ago. 

It is likely that souvenir sheets exist for other values. As 
noted above, some sheets are only known in the overprinted 
state. Surely the unoverprinted versions exist? Does anybody 
possess a full set of souvenir sheets for any individual issue? 
We have noted some colour/shade variations, as referred to 
above, but suspect that this occurs on other values/sheets. We 
have never seen any FDC'S or any labels used on cover. We 
would welcome details of any other sets, souvenir sheets, 
overprints, varieties etc. through the letters column or directly 
to Tony Finn (address on inside front cover). + 

From The Desk Of The Editor 
Cominued from page 23) 

that says "Please notify your mailer of your new address." So 
you spend another 32¢120¢ to give me a second notice. This 
only enriches a system that wants to get both hands into your 
pockets. 

As you may have noticed, I have had quite a few 20-page 
issues lately and you haven't seen this column for some time. 
One might conclude that I have had plenty of material to keep 
me busy and out of trouble. But, all good things come to an 
end and I would like to take this opportuni ty to remind you 
that I am here to serve you. I would like to commend those of 
you who have contributed to the high level of interest 
continually displayed by our membership in their support of 
The Revealer. I would like to encourage all others to send 
something to me - especially those of you who feel they 
cannot write. I can assure you that Bob Joyce and I have the 
fastest pens in the West and we try very hard never to miss a 
comma. Happy collecting! + 
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Mileage Marks: 
A Critical Review 

Part V 

by C. I. Dulin 
In the previous four parts of this review, attempts were 

made to reconcile the differences found between directory and 
mileage mark data. Since the discovery for the reason for the 
discrepancy of the mileage marks of Athy (Athy - A mileage 
Myth Exploded) whiclh was due solely to the mail route taken 
and not to any difference attributable to Irish and English 
miles (or to directory and hand-stamp mileages), there does 
not seem to be much point in trying to pursue the directory v 
.mileage mark route. 

It is not so much a question of looking for differences, but 
as to whether much of the data found in the directories is 
reliable for the particular year involved - even though the data 
was purported to come from Post Office sources. In comparing 
the mileage data found in the 1928 Nineteenth Report of 
Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry (a complete copy of which 
has now been found) and those in the directories, there is an 
astonishing number of Offices for which there are differences. 
In other words, even when exact distances were known, these 
were not amended in the directories. Of course, not all of these 
differences were pertinent in terms of the rates charged. Thus, 
although the Report v. directories for the relevant years of 
1827 and 1828 show differences in no less than 62% of the 
offices, for the majority of these (about 86%) this amounts to 
no more than a mile. Since the Report gives distances in miles 
and furlongs while the directories show miles only, in many 
cases, the difference is simply due to roun.ding up (or down) 
the furlong fraction . However, there still remain an 
appreciable number where the discrepancy · is due to the 
rounding process. 

There had been a change in Irish rates in 1826. This was 
not based on mileages as such, but d ue to an attempt to 
reconcile Irish measure and currency with those of Great 
Britain. The 1826 rates (which nominally came into effect on 
January 6, 1826) were based on British miles and expressed in 
British currency. Irish miles and currency were officially 
abolished. As far as postal rates were concerned, the Irish Post 
Office essentially used the 1814 rate list and deducted Id from 
each entry. For Dublin, this meant that every post town should 
have shown a reduction of Id in rate. Actually there were IO 
exceptions and these deviants were essentially due to road and 
route changes during the intervening 12 year period. 

One objective of the Commissioners Inquiry (which 
resulted in the Nineteenth Report) was to examine the effects 
that the new rates of 1826 had on the revenue accruing from 
the Irish Post Office. Basically it found that little had really 
changed and this resulted in another revision of rates during 
1827. This revision was simply to re-instate the 1814 rates, 
that is, to add Id to the 1826 rates. However, the 1827 rates 
were only theoretically equal to the 18 14 rates, for although 
the distances for computational purposes reverted to Irish 
miles, the actual rat,e w~s in British currency. The ratio 
betwee~ British and Irish currency was 12 to 13 and for many 
rates this roughly 8% percent basic difference could make 
greater (or lesser) changes in actuality, for the rates were 
always expressed as an integer and never as a fraction of a 
penny. 
The rates were to last until 1839 when the introduction of 

the uniform 4d post on December Sth of that year, made rates 
based on mileage reckoning almost irrelevant. The "almost" is 
important, for it has to be remembered that there were a 
number of post towns near to Dublin where the rate was 2d or 
3d, and for these, the rates remained as they were. It was not 
until January I 0, 1840 when the uniform ld post came into 
being that all rates from Dublin, including those to Great 
Britain, were reduced Id irrespective of distance. 

This then finishes a capsulated analysis of mileage marks. 
The main findings have been that both the directories and the 
mileage marks cannot be regarded as an absolute basis from 
which to correlate postal rates, although they are indicative. 
While the mileage marks were renewed in a number of 
instances to reflect mileage changes, these, in general, were 
too transitory on which to base great reliance. The directories, 
which in turn were based on post office data, are also not too 
reliable a guide since tbey were updated only periodically and 
thus were frequently out of date and, occasionally, erroneous. 
It may be noted that even the prestigious Nineteenth Revenue 
Inquiry report contained a few errors. For e11.ample, in the case 
of Ballybay and Ballyboy where only one entry is given for 
both towns. 

Obviously, the main finding bas been that mileages were 
indeed based on actual measured road mileages and that the 
mail route involved was critical. Thus, in order to examine 
mileage marks against postal rates, it is necessary to have 
recourse to what these mileages were and the mail routes 
involved. The Nineteenth Report is unequivocal as to the 
source for that period (roughly the mid-1820s) - Taylor and 
Skinner's map. However, for the critical earlier period of 1808 
to 1820, there is no such reliable indication as to which maps 
were used (with the caveat that they are, as yet, unknown to 
the author). Compensatingly, the mail routes can be 
ascertained with some precision, even if route changes can 
often be pin-pointed only to within a few months. The 
directories do carry information on mileages along routes, but 
in light of the infrequent revision they cannot be relied upon as 
being particularly accurate. 

One of the many interesting analyses to be found in the 
Nineteenth Report is that of a table showing the distances of 
post towns from Dublin in terms of what is called "direct 
Lines" (that is the shortest distance to the town by available 
roads) and those by "Mail route". Computed postal charges for 
each of the alternatives are also given. Very rarely can this be 
of practical value in determining which route a letter actually 
took by examining the postal charge. Primarily this is because 
there was o nly one postal charge for the post town even if the 
" legal" distance could, if properly applied, lead to a lower 
theoretical rate. In 1828, there were no less than 63 post towns 
which, if the legal distance could have been used then a 
reduction of postal charges would hav.e ensued. With the 
exception of Hacketstown, the difference in every case would 
have been a Id saving. For suffering Hacketstown, the postal 
charges would have lowered by 2d. It was also in that minority 
of towns which had only three posts per week. 

After 1828 there were few, if any, new mileage marks and, 
of course, with the re-amalgamation of the Irish Post Office 
with that of the British in 1831, there was even less of an 
incentive to issue such handstamps. The mileage marks 
continued to be used by a number of offices until the 1860s, 
but only for identification purposes. Straight line markings 
(that is town name stamps omitting the mileage) supplanted 
the mileage marks and an interesting study can be made as to 
when they came into use at particular offices. Whether a full 
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scale investigation into this is worthwhile it is up to the 
individual collector to ascertain. + 

The 1922 Pictorial Printing 
Machine Company Essays 

by William P. Fletcher 
On I st February 1922, and before the overprinted stamps 

were issued, the Postmaster General appointed by the 
Provisional Government, invited artists to enter into a public 
competition to select designs for the first permanent issue. 
Approximately 800 designs were submitted. 

One of the designs submitted and well known to collectors 
for many years is the essay produced by the Pictorial Printing 
Machine Company . Thi s essay for the Id value was 
typographed and depicts a standing female figure with a harp 
and an outstretched hand with a background of a rising sun 
and a rocky coast. The central figure is enclosed in a double 
frame and inscribed "SAOR-STAT NA H-EIREANN" 
without accents. 

The original plate, for a sheet of 30 [5 x 6) (Fig I), used for 
printing this essay is in the museum at the Royal Philate lic 
Society, London. The plate was in the Robson Lowe sale' of 
the Tom Field collection and was presented to the Royal for 
safe keeping. In this sale was a block of ten (5 x 2], perforated 
line perf 14 on gummed paper, from the top of the sheet with a 
I 2mm marginal rule (Fig 2) and described as yellow green 
[more accurately emerald] which corresponded with the plate 
in the Royal which has the marginal rule the same height as 
the printing surface. Both the Bute [ 1952] and Preston [1959] 
sales contained examples of the essay with the marginal 
jubilee line. 

Field also had an imperf. block 5 x 2 on course ungummed 
paper from the top of the sheet in green [more accurately blue 
green] with no marginal rule (Fig 3). The printing of the 
imperf block lacks the clarity and fine printing of the essay 
from the sheet with marginal rule and each cliche is slightly 
larger. This type is from a second plate which consists of 25 
subjects (5 x 5) and is recorded in the Kohl Handbook2. 
Clearly different plates were used to print these two items (Fig 
2, 3 & 4). [After the sale these two Field blocks of ten were 
each divided into two strips of 5). 

The Field sale [ 19961 also had a gummed single in sepia 
from an ever more blurred print (Fig 6) which differs from the 
two types previously described. Three distinct types of this 
essay from three printing plates are therefore identified. 

The Stafford Johnson sale3 included one example of this 
essay which was in black and imperf. Lowe4 states that the 
essays are found in turquoise, emerald, purple and sepia and 
that three are known perforated and three known imperf, but 
which, he does not say. He also states a die proof is known. 
Feldman s records pale turquoise , sepia and emerald, all perf 
14 and sepia, emerald and deep purple, all imperf. 

The third type of essay with different characteristics to the 
Field strips (Fig 2, 3 and 4), were printed from a plate of 30 
without marginal rule, and shows as a thickened, uneven, outer 
frame, and the sun's rays, especially at 12 o 'clock, where it 
appears enlarged as a blob, although this is not always 
constant (Fig. 6). Hibernian6 illustrated (Fig 7), in· a March 
1978 sale, complete sheets of 30 of this type in sepia and 
carmine-red imperforate with gum [the sepia sheet being 
inscribed in pencil "Neutral Photo" on the reverse] but they 

. 
• • .. 
• • • 

Fig I. Printing Plate 
[5 x 6) in the RPS 
Museum [J.19 is the 
museum catalogue 
number.) 

fig 2. Proof f rom Plate One with marginal Rule. 

... ... 
' . . ~ 

fig 3. Proof from Plate Two with no marginal rule. 

fig 4. Shows the top row of Plates One and Two (ex Field/. 
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fig 6. Proof from Plate Three {'later printings' I showing 
blurred print. Note flaws iri top gutter. 

were unsold, They were offered again in 1984 and the price 
realised was £4200 for both sheets6. A former director of the 
Pictorial Printing Machine Company died in 19767 and it is 
believed these sheets came from his collection. Hibernia also 
offered an imperf horizontal interpaneau pair in scarlet in a 
1985 sale6 and stated "there are believed to be only three such 
pairs in existence". A similar, but not the identical pair, was 
offered by MacDonnell Whyte8 in 1993, and a third pair with 
gutter margin between sold recentJy9. These 'gutter pairs' have 
about l 2mm between the stamps (Fig 8). The interpaneau 
pairs were most likely printed from the single plate of thirty 
(without jubilee lines) by printing twice on the same sheet of 
paper. Alternatively, they could have been printyd from a plate 
with two panes of 30 although this is unlikely, but Hibernia Kl 

suggest that these essay~ were "printed in sheets of 120 made 
up of 2 pairs of cliches of 30 divided by a central vertical 
gutter margin". Ian Whyte informs me that he has heard of a 
gutter pair with essays with two different colours in one pair! I 
can find no account of the essay being recorded in scarlet prior 
to Hibernia's 1978 sale. 

(Continued in next issue) 

fig 7. Plate Three in sheet ol' 30 {5 x 6] ex H'b · l 
'J 1 erma sa e. 

jig 8. Plate Three - Gutter Pair. 

USPS Changes Delivery Classes 
of Mail 

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 

The membership should be aware that the United States 
Postal Service (USPS) has made major changes to both 2nd 
and 3rd Class mail. These changes are to be effective on 1 July 
96 for all mailers except Non-Profit (which we are); they will 
be effective for Non-Profit mailers on I October 96 together 
with a rate increase. 

In the past, when our mail was classified as Third Class, I 
had to band journals by ZIP group within a state. I then 
prepared five mail bags addressed to Los Angeles ( l ), New 
Jersey (1) and Dallas (3). All of California's mail went to Los 
Angeles; New York and New Jersey mail went to New Jersey; 
and, the rest to Dallas. Jn other words, San Antonio Mail 
would go thru San Antonio to Dallas, then return to San 
Antonio for delivery. 

Under the new system, I will be delivering mail direct to 54 
to 56 Area Distribution Centers (ADC). Packaging will change 
from bags to trays. I will no longer be able to sort by state and 
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. ZIP but, rather, by ADC and ZIP. I will be sending four trays 
direct to four ADC's and the remainder will go to San Antonio 
to be redirected to the individual ADC' s. Since there were 
only 50 states in the past and now there are over 211;, pages of 
ADC' s, and since one layer o f distribution has been 
eliminated, members should be rece!ving their copies earlier 
than in the past. 

I have just finished resorting the membership list which 
took 8 hours to complete. I cannot emphasis more the absolute 
necessity to keep your ZIP code up-to-date and correct. If you 
do not accept this responsibility on your own, you will delay 
delivery for 30 to 45 days. 

The EPA is considered a small mailer and, as such, get 
little or no breaks in prices for automated mail preparation. 
Our current cost to mail a copy of The Revealer within the US 
is $85 .00 I year for the permit + about 17 .5¢ per copy. Due to 
certain mailing requirements that are currently unclear at this 
writing, I may have to purchase a banding machine and plastic 
bands to comply with the new requirements. This system is too 
new at this point to be able to determine the cost impacts. 

The first mailine under this svstem will be the dues 

statements due out in late July or August. The next issue in 
September will be the second. The rules for mailing envelopes 
are different than for flats. Accordingly, the distribution of the 
dues envelopes will all go directly to San Antonio for 
redirecting to the ADC' s. The membership should not notice 
an appreciable difference unless you know the mailing date of 
each occasion. I will be running some experiments to known 
problem areas such as New England, California, Washington 
and Virginia. Some others may also see the experiment in 
action. I will place a stamped mailing date on the front of your 
envelope in green ink. That way you will know the date 
delivered to the Post Office; and you will know the date of 
receipt. 

I trust that the membership will keep in mind that to take 
advantage of the Bulk rate system, I must conform to the 
mailing requirements of the USPS. I don't make the rules I 
just follow them. I also attempt to keep costs under control and 
do not commit EPA funds with no good reason or to waste 
money. I hope that all this effort to comply meets with a faster 
delivery system than we have had in the past and that all 
members will be satisfied. + 

E.P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 

The following items may be ordered from Peter Bugg, 5 Forest St., Franklin, MA 02038 U.S.A. All prices include postage and handling (except as noted below). 
Overseas add $1 .00 per item for air mail. Make all cheques and money orders payable to Peter Bugg. 

Irish Overprint Identifier - A clear plastic overlay to help sort out your 
overprint issues. With it is a chart giving Scon and Gibbons numbers and an 
article on identifying the overprints. Price $4.50 

Die Mielenstempel Der lrischen Post-(The Mileage Marks oflreland) 1808-
1839 by Hans G. Moxter. 1994 Edition. 57pp. Text in Gennan and English . 
Published by FA I, the Irish Philatelic Group in Gennany. Most infonnativeand 
well illustrated. A complete listing of all known Irish mileage marks. Price $6.50 

Ireland-Catalogue of Perflns- compiled and edited by Richard L. Mewhinney. 
Published by The Perfins Club - 1994. 38 pp. punched for 3 ring binder. The 
catalogue is designed for use as an album a.~ well as catalogue. Only observed 
Perfins are catalogued. Price $9.00 

The Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925 - James J. Brady's 
detn.iled study of the Irish Revenue Stamps. All are in easy-to-follow catalog 
fonn with many details. A must for the Auction. Price $2.25 

E.P.A. Rubber S tamp - The Official Seal of the Association as seen on the 
front of all official Society papers has been made into a rubber stamp available 
to our members. Dress up your envelopes and correspondence. Sold only to 
members at $6.00 

The Maltese Cross In Ireland- by Hans G. Moxter 1988 Edition. Published 
by FA!, text of the 80 page book is in both German and English. This is probably 
the most comprehensive review of thls postmark to date. Price $9.00. 

Undated Namestamps oflreland 1823-1860-by William Kane. This booklet 
has been produced by FAI of West Germany. In English and Gennan and records 
the colours, periods of usage on the various types of undated namestamps. Price 
$7.00 

The Post Offices and Datestamps of the County of Leitrim - Original study 
of Dr. Brian de Buren, updated by James T. Howley. A very infonnative book 
showing 72 illustrations of handstamps, a map and descriptions of post office 
locations. A very useful item for postmark and postal history buffs. Published by 
EPA, 23 pages. Price $6.00 

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840 - by F.£ . Dixon. Produced by FAI it is in 
Gennan and English. This publication lists the Irish Postal Rates from 1657 to 
1840. A superb guide for Postal Historians. Price $6.00 

E.P.A. Official Pin - A handsome metal pin replica of ihe E.P.A. logo. 
Available to members only at $1.25 each. 

A Listing of Irish Postma rks in Gaelic from 1922 - by James T. Howley. 
Produced by the E.P.A., Irish Postmarks are listed alphabetically in Gaelic with 
their English translations. It is a most comprehensive Guide to postmarks 
available. 82pps $6.00. 

THE REVEALER INDEX and Addendum l - by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. A 
comprehensive index of all philatelic articles appearing in THE REVEALER 
from the first issue through the end of 1990. Articles are listed by subject matter. 
Cost: $12.00. 

An Introduction of Irish Mileage Marks - by W. E. Davey. Published by the 
EPA, 1989 Edition, 22 pages. An excellent book for the beginning collector of 
Irish Mile11ge Maries. Price $5.00. 

Introduction to Irish Post Offices of County Clare, Ireland - John Mackey 
& Tony Cn.<~idy. Text in German & English. Published by. FAI. A study 
developed from the postal archives of Dublin & London. A must for the student 
of Postal History. 94 pp Price $9.00. 

The Dublin Spoon- 1855-57, by Dr. C. I. Dulin, a <Jomprebenslve study that 
should be in every Philatelic Library. A must for postal history students. 
Softbound 48 pages $6.00 prepaid. 

" Die Ganzsachen lrlands" (The Postal Stationery orireland) - by Ono Jung, 
1994 Edition. Text in German & English. Published by FA!, the Irish Philatelic 
Group in Germany. This latest edition is by far the most specialized and 
authoritative and give.~ a very complete listing of Irish postal stationery avajlable. 
Well illustrated. Prices for mint and used in OM. Price $14.00 postpaid. 

Irish S logan Posbnarks 1918-1994 - by Uwe Netzsch, published by FA! of 
Gennany. 116 pages. Text in both German and English. Over 300 illustrations by 
County, dies and type. Cost $17.50 postpaid. 

Ir ish Alnnall 1919-1990 - by Bill Murphy. Joint publication by the EPA and 
the Irish Airmail Society. This book covers all known mail-carrying flights to and 
from Ireland since the first successful non-stop trans-Atlantic flight of Alcock and 
Brown in 1919. Each listing includes information on date of flight, the itinerary, 
the airline, and, ifava.ilable, a 50% reduced illustration. Price US $15, plus $1.25 
postage. 

The Rare Coil - by Joe Foley. This publication brings together several articles 
and correspondence and documents from the archives of the Irish Post Office, 
pertaining to the 2d vertical coil issue of 1935. Price US $12. 


