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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE by David J. Brennan 

Where has the time gone?? h zation. 
seems like just yesterday I was writ- Speaking of time flying by, this time next year, we will be 
ing this column for publication irn the celebrating our 50th anniversary of the EPA in Boxborough, 
winter issue of our journal. I had to be Massachuetts. Joe Foley, general chairman, has been busy formu-
reminded that my term in office will lating plans for a special series of publications and events both here 
beupinAugustandlnotffiedCharles and in Dublin at STAMPA. Peter Bugg, who has volunteered lo 
J.G. Verge, our immediate past presi- chainhe AGM and festivities in Boxborough. has a progress report 
dent, to fonn a nominating commit- in another section of this journal. Also, if you can lend your talents 
tee to come up with a slate of officers to either of these gentlemen, don't sit back, drop a note to either one 
for the next two years. If you would of them. They will be happy to have your assistance in making this 
like to volunteer your time and tal- event a memorable chapter in the history of !the Eire Philatelic 
ents, please contact Charles. We are Association. 

always looking for a fresh prospective for the future of our organi- Michael Connolly, our webmaster. has pubaished our first on-
(continued on next page) 
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line newsletter, "Irish Philatelic Newsletter''. This is not a re
placement for The Revealer, but an added feature for current 
information and bits of philatelic gems which could be developed 
into an article for The Revealer. My ·first concerns were that 
members would send something via e-mail and forsake writing 
an article for The Revealer. This is not the purpose and I strongly 
suggest that you continue to send articles to our editor, Pat Ryan, 
for The Revealer. After all, at I.his point only about ten percent of 
our membership is on the lnternet. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 
New members are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days 
of publication. 

#2553 Francis V. Murphy, 4373 Claque Rd., North Olmsted. OH 44070, 
fmurphy811@aol.com 

#2554 M. William Lucas, 101 Pin Oak Court, Crestview, FL 32539, 
mrbill@nuc.net 

Changes of Address 
#1700 John E. Gaughran, 10 Wyngate Ln., Coram, NY 11727-2219. 
#1991 Caro Condon. El Poca, Nerano Rd., Dalkey, Co Dublin, Ireland. 
#1757 Michael J. Conway, 239 Judd Rd., Easton, CT 06612. 
#1825 Owen T. Kelly, 102 Hollow Hill Rd., S. Plainfield, NJ 07080. 
#2514 Robert R. Michalik, 27599 Gateway Dr. North #H-306, Farmington 

Hills, Ml 48334~937. 
#2450 Rev. Brendan J. Fleming, 1350 W 6th Ave., Junction City, OR 

97448-1006. 
#2537 Henry Kuipers, Beethovenlaan 15, GC 7604 Almelo, 

The Netherlands. 
#2527 Carmine Santaniello, 6630 NE Aquarius Ln .. Bremertos, WA 

98311-2419. 
#1996 Otto Hellwig, 16 Peel Rd., Coogee 6166, Australia. 

Resignations 
#2413 OliverBoden,FL 

Deceased 
#L0526 Norah K. Wright, Dublin 

Lost Members (I need your help!) 

#2509 Kathleen Healey, Georges Mills, NH. 

New E-mail Addresses: 
#0817 John A. Keough 
#2176 Thomas J. O'Hagan 
#2394 William T. Luther 
#2529 Marilyn M. Stokes 
#2444 Jackson Taylor 
#2469 Paul Baines 

Membership Status 

keoplan@mail.creativeonline.com 
tohagan@pop.dn.net 
wfulherti05@aol.oom 
mjoyce352@aol.com 
Ferr114@banet.net 
Baines@pM.freeserve.oo.uk 

Membership as of November 27, 1998 .................................. 572 

New Members .................... 2 
Resignations ...................... 1 
Deceased ........................... 1 

Membership as of November 27, 1998 .................................. 572 + 

First Day Ceremony 
Joint Issue of the Irish Immigration 

Commemorative Stamps 
by David J. Brennan 

Joe Foley, Peter Bugg and myself attended the above cer-

IRISH em1GROt1on 

emony Friday, February 26, at the JFK Library in Boston. It was 
a truly memorable affair. His Eminence Bernard Cardjnal Law 
gave the invocation and got the message across on the hardships 
endured by the Irish i.mmjgrants who emigrated to this country' 
during the great famine in lreland. It was well noted by all of the 
speakers of the contribution that the lrish made to our country in 
all walks of life. Unfortunately, Senators Kennedy and Kerry, 
along with William Henderson, Postmaster General, were not 
able to attend due to the snowstorm we had in Boston. Joe and I 
drove through the storm on Thursday afternoon, and Peter and 
Jane Bugg provided shelter and great criac for the weekend. 

The Honorable Stephen O'Connor, Chairman of An Post, 
unveiled I.he Irish commemorative in this joint issue. It was with 
a great sense of pride to know that the efforts of the EPA, along 
with the Ancient Order of Hibernians and many other 11.rish
American organizations, that our quest for this issue come to a 
favorable closure. I ask everyone to please use this stamp on all 
of your correspondence. + 

Don 
Black 
Irish Stamps 

• 

Sutte402 • 
405 Tarrytown Rood -

White Plains NY 1 0607 
Vlstt us on fhe web at www.donblack.com 

emall - don@donblack.com 
Major Credtt Cards Accepted 
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WILLIAM KANE CELEBRATES MILESTONE BffiTHDAY 
1909 - June 17th - 1999 

by Hans G. Moxter 

In the early days of the EIRE PHILA
TELIC ASSOCIATION, its bulletin No. 
19 for Jan.-Feb. 1954, The Revealer, 
Teported that member #214, a certain 
William Kane, of7 O'Connell Gardens, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, had joined the 
EPA. 

Irish Philately during the 20th cen
tury had always been blessed with a per

sonality which combined an excellent knowledge of the country 
and its postal history with an attitude to share information with 
everyone who might ask for it. It started with Dr. J. Stafford 
Johnston, who put his successor, Fred E. Dixon of the Random 
Notes, on the right track. Fred had EPA #312 and joined in 1959. 
Now, Bill is our wise old man and he celebrates his 90th birth
day. In order to understand Bill's contribution to the knowledge 
of lnsh Postal History, let us have a look at some of his works: 

1958 Official Envelopes and Government Franks ......... Revealer 45 
1960 Dublin Handstamps 1668-1814, ......................... Revealer59 
1961 Irish Free Franks 1660-1840 .............................. Revealer61 
1962 Dublin Handstamps 1813-1846 

Octagonal and Diamond Types .................... Revealer70 
1967 Dublin "Free· Franks 1707-1840 .. Supplement 31 of Revealer 
1974 The Irish Mail ...................................................... Revealer 115 
1975 Too Late ............................................................. Revealer 118 
1975 Handbook of Irish Postal History 

by David Feldman and William Kane, 131 pages 
1980181 Irish Diamonds ............................................ Revealer 140/141 
1980 Registration Labels ..................................... Revealer1371139 
1981 Aerogrammes/Air1etters ..................................... Revealer 143 
1981 Catalogue of Postmarks of Dublin 1840-1922, 

Published by Michael Giffney, Dublin, 28 pages 
1984 Doing the Numbers ............................................ Revealer157 
1985 No Christmas Delivery ....................................... Revealer 161 
1988 Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860 

FAI booklet No. 6, bilingual, 63 pages 
1989 Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare ................................ Revealer 177 
1991 Uniform Fourpence Post in Ireland, 

published by IPC, 28 pages 

This list is by no means complete, but it gives us a good idea 
of what Bill has been doing for all of us. Almost 30 years ago he 
was awarded the Thomas Edwin Field Award for 1970 and The 
Revealer wrote this in page 746 of its No. 103: 

"William Kane has been a philatelist from the days 
of the 1922 Overprints, and Irish Stamps have long been 
his favorites. Apart from bis Irish interests, he bas as
sembled award-winning displays of "Ships" and also 
"Music," together with a fine display of Poland's stamps. 
He also recently developed a thematic display entitled 
"War and Philately," a skillfully blended selection of 
Stamps and Postal History items for which he was 
highly honored by being awarded the "Link House Tro-

phy" at the British Philatelic Exhibition in 1969. His 
forte is in writing up, and the bold script concisely 
stresses the important features, and incidentally, reveals 
the writer's wide knowledge and understanding. 

"In recent years, he has published a number of ar
ticles relating to Ireland's stamps, many of which have 
appeared in The Revealer and its Supplements, and 
many collectors have benefitted from his knowledge 
of the subject he writes upon. Despite his many activi
ties in other societies, his interest in stamps is such that 
he was elected President of the Irish Philatelic Society 
in 1969. 

"For a number of years, he served the Irish Post 
Office in many capacities, and is recognized for his 
extensive knowledge of postal history and affairs. In 
later years, he transferred and was appointed Assistant 
Manager to the Radio Telefis Eireann Symphony Or
chestra, and his musical knowledge is related to b1S the
matic display of"Music on Stamps." He has now ( 1970) 
retired and is happily devoting all his time to philately 
and postal history, which in former years was a hobby 
and now becomes a career full of interest and activity." 

Apart from Bill's outstanding perfonnance as a philatelist, 
we must also consider his integrating power as an adviser to 
others. In his lifetime he was never a rich man, but in bis wife 
Posie he had found a companion for a content life in their little 
paradise in 7 O'Connell Gardens. Many collectors from all over 
t.he world have visited them and enjoyed their hospitality. Bill's 
legendary teapot appeared on the table almost immediately when 
visitors arrived and time 
seemed to fly as opinions were 
exchanged and memories fresh
ened up. Even today, al the ripe 
age of90, Bill is a living ency
clopedia of Irish Postal History, 
and much more, and we all hope 
that he will continue with his 
positive influence on all of us. 
Thank you, Bill, and good luck 
for the future. + 

BOOK REVIEW 
by Joseph E. Foley 

lrish Booklets, A Handbook of Irish Stamp Booklets, 1931 to 
1991 by C. I. Dulin. Geneva: published by the author, 1998, 
122 pages. A4 size, soft cover, illustrated, no ISBN, Available 
from EPA Special Offers at $25 (nonmembers $31.50, postage 
extra outside U.S.) 

This book may well give readers all the information they 
ever wanted to have on the subject. It is divided into seven chap
ter~ in Iog~ca l sequence followed by four appendices and a list 
of 11lustrat1ons. Over the years, some of the information has ap-

(see "BOOK REVIEW" on page 58) 
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WWI Internees in Oldcastle, 
Revisited 

by Hans G. Moxter 

It proved very helpful when I decided to send copies of a 
manuscript of an article on the above subject not only to DIE 
HARFE and to The Revealer. but also to the Civil Censorship 
Study Group in Great Britain and to the Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Zensurpost in Gennany. I intended to spread my article and its 
questions as wide as possible, thus getting a better chance to 
obtain additional infonnation. It worked. 

The CCSG Bulletin, Whole No. 120, was first to publish my 
article. Days later, I received a letter from Mr. Graham Mark of 
Wiveliscombe, Somerset, who sent a copy of a report about a 
visit to the camp at Oldcastle. ln fact, the CCSG Bulletin editor 
reacted so quickly, that my article was folJowed by Graham 
Mark's remarks. Here is an excerpt from what he wrote: "On 10 
June 1916, Mr. Edward G. Lowry, who was in charge of the 
German Interests Section in the U.S. Embassy, London, inspected 
the Internment Camp at Oldcastle. At that date, there were 579 
prisoners, all of whom were civilians, with the exception of one 
Naval sailor. There were 468 Germans, 110 were Austrians, and 
there was one other nationality. 

"Mr. Lowry's report was included in Parliamentary Papers, 
Miscellaneous No. 30 ( 1916), Cd8324 of September 1916. The 
one sailor referred to in the report could well have been Klaus 
Koepke. Mr. Lowry had previously visited and reported upon 
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the camp in June 1915, but I have not been able to trace a copy 
of his earlier report .... I have also found another list of POW 
camps, prepared in Bern and dated 1 May l 916, in which 
Oldcastle was listed at the only camp in Ireland. The item was 
published in Postal History /11ternationaf, May/June 1975, pp. 
185-202. A copy will be obtained for the CCSG Library." 

l enclose a copy of the 1916 Lowry Report from which a lot 
of details on the life of the internees at Oldcastle confinn my 
speculation that all inmates of the camp were civilian internees. 
Hardly could I have expected a better confinnation. 

A few days later, a letter arrived from my old friend Mr. 
Georges Schild of Bern in which he referred to my article O!l 
Oldcastle and included a photocopy of a letter in his collection, 
postmarked OLDCASTLE, Co. MEATH/PM 7 11 AU 16 and 
sent to a company in London by D. BLAESER 714. The enve
lope shows the printed inscription "Prisoners of War" and is 
franked with a Id KGV. It also has a round handstamp "PRIS
ONERS OF WAR I P.C. I OLDCASTLE". This increases the 
POW numbers allotted to internees at Oldcastle to now 714 for 
August 1916. 

What I have learned from this: Membership in Study Groups 
pays off and it is sometimes helpful to ask questions. + 
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Letter to the Editor 
With reference to Hans Moxter's excellent article on the WWI 

internees in Oldcastle, the following are some observations from 
my meager collection of this mail. 

Firstly, and this is an expression of my ignorance on the sub
ject, most of my covers are sent from the camp and bear a Id GV 
stamp. Some, however, do not, and usually bear the Post Free ca
chet. All of mail is to an Inland (i.e. within lreland or to the U.K.) 
destination. The question arises, why was some post allowed free 
and others not? The evidence seems overwhelming that the camp 
was for internees only, but was there some sort of convention 
whereby internees had to pay postage while POWs did not? This is 
probably an elementary question, but I do not know the answer. 

Supporting the internee thesis are a couple of envelopes ad
dressed to third-country consular services in the U.K. I have one 
(stamped) addressed to the American Consul in Manchester and 
another, unstamped post free, addressed to the Belgian consul in 
Belfast. The latter is particularly interesting in that there is a brief 
note with it reading "I also enclose an envelope which may be of 
interest to you. It 1s from a Pnsoner of ~ar who IS mtemed at 
Oldcastle, he had been wishing us to use our influence on his be
half, and I thought it was rather unique." The note is from the Rus
sian & Belgian Consul, Belfast, and dated 3-2-16. ln this connec
tion, why would internees write to provincial consuls rather than 
to the main embassies? 

All of the mail bears, apart from the name of the internee and 
his number, his "address" at the camp. Herr Moxter believes that 
there were two blocks, A and B. Indeed, all of my covers bea,r 
these designations, and I can only add an A 7 ( 192) to bis listing. 

In terms of prisoner numbers, I have a lowest of 27 (at Al 8) 
against the 28 in Herr Moxter's list and a highest of 674 (at AJ) 
against the listing 631. 

C.l. Dulin, Geneva + 

From The Desk of The Editor 
I cannot begin to tell you bow exciting these last few months 

have been. News breaks about Irish philately practically daily. 
From the announcement of the Irish Immigration Joint Issue to 
our renewed web site to exciting new issues from An Post. How 
grand it is to collect Irish stamps. 

Please let me try to review these one at a time. Early last year 
I found out that our own Officers had been working quietly and 
unobtrusively with other Irish organizations to have a joint issue 
produced between the U.S. and Ireland to celebrate the Irish Fam
ine. This effort, which involved some fairly prominent politicians 
on both sides of the pond, bas finally matured in the joint Immi
gration issue of26 February 1999. A few of the EPA finest braved 
ice, snow, and yes, indeed, blizzard conditions in New England to 
get to the Kennedy Library for the ceremonies. But the results are 
pictured nearby. 

On another front, our own Mike Connolly bas been working 
hard at updating and expanding the EPA website. I would like to 
go on record as being in complete support of Mike's efforts to 
start an on-lioe information center in the form The Irish Phila
telic Newsletter. For some time now I have found a need to track 
An Post most carefully. They have been doing many strange things 
that affect collectors of new issues that are not fully disclosed. 
Many of these things come to light months after the issue of cer-

BOOK REVIEW 
(continued from page 56) 

peared m bits and pieces m vanous journals and publications. How
ever, to the best of this reviewer's knowledge, this is the first com
prehensive publication to contain all available data. It also appears 
to contam a significant amount of previously unpublished infonna-
11on. 

The author quite correctly pomts out the difficulty of assemblmg 
a complete (an oft misused word in our bobby) collection of Irish 
booklets. However, even a casual interest in the subject is greatly 
aided by a good reference such as this one. Subjects covered include: 
formats, panes, printing & production, advertising covers & inter
leaves, errors & varieties and valuations. While there might be room 
for alternative choices in the determination of formats, what is pre
sented is certainly workable. 

There are but few typos, and the error in the illustration on page 
69 (figure I 05 showing the wrong pane) is readily apparent. The 
quality of illustrations ranges from fair to poor, but are probably ad
equate technically, if wanting esthetically. The provision of an index 
would have been helpful as would be an unprint of the t11lc on the 
spine. 

In spite of a few shortcomings, mdeed very few, this book is highly 
recommended for any with the slightest curiosity of the subject. + 
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tain stamps has been made. Since the stamps are only available in 
the Philatelic Bureau for one year, we have a great need to track 
these unannounced facts in order to give every collector the ben
efit of keeping bis/her collection as complete as desired. You may 
submit material by going to the EPA web page ( http: // 
ourworld.compuserve.com/bomepages/aranman/epa.htm ) and 
linking to the article entry form. If you have e-mail but no web 
access, you can scad articles directly to araman@worldnet.an.net. 
Or, those not connected with any high tech equipment may use 
the very familiar "snail mail". 

Now, to my favorite - new issues! There was announced a 
new sheet of Bird Stamps. These are all in the fonnat of the low 
value definitives, but valued at 30p, the new European rate. There 
arc fifteen stamps in the sheet (three rows of five stamps) and 
they have the new phosphor coating. An Post did not indicate if 
these would be a new item or would be filled on current standing 
orders. Also remember those two 30p bird self-adhesives that came 
out in April? Well, there were two printers. Accordingly there are 
two different varieties of this issue. But that's not all. There arc 
also two varieties of the new phosphor coated December issue 
also. Customers with standing orders are being supplied with the 
Sprintpak version. The other variety is available by using the or
dering Code: 98DPSAS2. Happy hunting! 

Next deadline for the summer issue is 1 June 99. + 
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Mullingar Railway Station 
And The Post 

by Anthony Hughes 

From the beginning, the railways and the Post office were 
very important to each other. From the railway side, the contract 
to cany mail was an important source of income. For the Post 
offices, it meant the speeding up of the mail was a more efficient 
service and less dependent on the weather than ii.he mail coaches. 
The post office had a say in the timetable of the trains. 

The Midland Great Western Railway and the Post Office had 
reached an agreement in the autumn of 1847 about canying the 
Galway and Sligo mails. The temporary Mullingar station first 
opened for business on October 2, 1848. The third train out of 
Broadstone that day, 19.15, was a mail train. In fact, mail was 
not carried on the train until November. An extract from the Post 
Offices solicitor's minute and expense book dated 7th October 
1848 reads "notice to be served on MGWR requiring that mails 
and post letter bags shall from and after 6 November 1848 next 
be conveyed on said railway by ordinary or special train from 
Mullingar to Dublin each day of the week Sunday included at 
such time and subject to such regulations as are mentioned in 
the time bill annexed." For a while, the Sligo and Galway mail 
coaches now terminated at Mullingar, where the mail was put 
on the train for onward shipment to Dublin. In 1859, there were 
two mail trains in each direction, arriving from Dublin at I :00 
p.m. and 9:35 p.m. and departing for Dublin at 11 :45 a.m. and 
2:45 a.m. 

The railway was to have a major effect on the structure of the 
Post office in Westmeath. In 1844, there were 14 post offices 
cancelling stamps. By 1860, this was down to four, Mullingar 
being one; the others were Athlone, Killucan and Moate. 

In June 1867, a Travelling Post Office, or TPO, was estab
lished between Dublin and Galway. TI1ese carriages were staffed 
and by 1873 owned by the P.O. Letters were sorted on board 
while the train was on the move. These vans varied in usage and 
design. Some were just sorting cars; others were actual post of
fices where letters could be posted on payment of a late fee. 
Others were parcel sorting vans. Special handstamps were used 
on them. The first postmarks used on the TPOs were diamond 
numbers. All bead post offices in Ireland used these to cancel 
stamps. Mullingar's number was 345 (fig. I). The P.O. list of 
1892 allocates numbers 493 to 498 to TPOs. Too few examples 
exist to know which number went with which TPO. These marks 
were replaced by Single Ring Date Stamps (fig. 2, 3). Which 
direction the train was travelling is shown by tile UP or DOWN 
time slug. Up to Dublin or down from Dublin, which train by 
the day or night slug. Around 1900, a Mullingar/Sligo Sorting 
car came into operation. By the 1940s, this was just used for the 
pre-Christmas rush. Postmarks associated with the Mullingar/ 
Sligo TPO (fig. 4, 5). The Mullingar/Sligo SC ceased operating 
in 1976. The last running of the Dublin Galway TPO was 21 
January 1994, thou_gh it no lo~er went via Mullingar. 

Another major development was in 1891, when the rai lway 
companies were allowed to carry letters independent of the post 
office. In effect, railway statioas became post offices. The dif
ferent railway companies issued their own starnp·s. These stamps 
<;quid onl:t be used in conjunction with a normal stamp, so that 

... -
.;I3 45j--

--,,. 
Fig I 

Fig 3 

figs 4 I 5 

the post office did not lose revenue. it was an express service 
using trains that did not have a post office van attached. The 
letter was carried by the guard. On arrival at the station, the let
ter would either be put into the normal post office system or be 
delivered by a member of the railway staff. Some of the post
marks associated with the Mullingar railway station are shown 
below. 

Fig(, @ 
Fig. 6 - This is the first known po:;trnark associated with 

Mullingar railway station. lt was made of rubber and had the 
number 22 in the center. This was applied to letters sent via the 
railway, though it is more common to see letters cancelled by 
band with the name of the station written across the stamp. 

Fig. 7 - This mark in Irish was the last one used in the rail
way station. It is probab le that an English version was in use 
before. The Irish one is seen on a lot of Railway Preservation 
Society covers. 

Fig. 8, 9 - Before Fig. 6 came into use in the 1890s, it is 
possible and probable that another was in use. The railway com
panies built and ran the first telegraph systems. The post office 
went to law and won claiming it was an infringement on their 
right to carry mail. So for a while, when telegraph lines were 
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being extended to post offices, stations became telegraph of
fices with handstamps. Reference books say a type as shown in 
Fig. 8 was used. None of this type have so far come to light. 
However, I have seen a post office/ railway telegraph with one 
circular mark (Fig. 9) wilh I.he nwnber 12 in it userl at Broadstone, 
Dublin, dated 6 December 1883. If Mullingar used s uch 
handstamps, which is likely, I.he number 22 would have been 
used. 

RAILWAY LETTER STAMPS 

I 
The railway companies were aiiowed under Government ii

cense to carry mai I from February 1891 . Nonnally, letters were 
put in the nearest post box on arrival. ln Mullingar's case, this 
was in the station itself(a post box design unique to Mullingar). 
The prepayment of letters was by special rai lway stamp. These 
stamps were litbo printed by Brown and Nolan of Dublin. A 
normal s tamp had to be used along side. The Midland Great 
Western Railway also used parcel stamps, four values shown 
here. 

Be low: Letter addressed to N .J . Downes Solicitors in 
Mullingar. The letter was handed in at Longford Station where 
2d railway stamp and a normal postage stamp were put on the 

letter. These were then cancelled by the 39 handstamp of 
Longford Station, put on the next train to Mullingar and deliv
ered directly to Downes and not put in the normal postal system, 
as was usual. + 

IN MEMORIAM 
Nora K. Wright 

t 1910 - 1999 t 
Requiescant in Pace 

by Heloise Mitchell 

Norah Wright, who died peacefully on 27 January 1999 in St 
John's Home, Merrion Road. Dublin 4 , was born on 14 May 
1910. She was the only child of Mr. and Mrs. William Wright, 
who owned and managed a pharmacy in Dunmanway, Co. Cork, 
where she worked until her father's death in U1c early 1950s. 
After her mother's death in 1941, she took on the care of her 
father and her aunt who lived with them, as well as working in 
the pharmacy. In the same year. she qualified in H ome Nursing 
and the fo llowing year in First Aid. The pharmacy was sold after 
her father died and Norah continued working in west Cork for 
the next few years. ln them.id- l 950s, she moved to Dublin, where 
she held a number of posts as a lady's companion. In her younger 
days, s he was very good at sports, notably tennis, badminton 
and bowls. She was a very keen walker all her life and for many 
years a Cairn terrier accompanied her on these walks. 

Unlike most beginners, Norah, from the age of nine or ten. 
collected the unusual - miscellaneous documents, stamps on 
cover, postmarks and pos.tcards - instead of the world-wide stamp 
collect.ion most people start w1lh. During her almosl seventy years 
of coUccting, she collected many different subjects and coun
tries, and could produce displays and exhibits of a very varied 
nature. Her perfin collection (stamps perforated with initials, etc., 
for security reasons) was always her first love. She did much 
research in this field , compiling a catalogue oflrish perfins. Her 
0U1er interests included Queen Victoria and her times; Irish postal 
history in all its aspects; lreland and her troubles; railway, mili
tary, maritime/naval and air-mail material; also censored covers 
and labels, which she studied m great depth. 

Norah started exhibiting competitively in 1971, and won at 
least thirty medals and awards, including Gold at national and 
Vermeil at international. Her last competitive entry was at 
Finlandia 95, where she won a Silver medal at lhe age of85. At 
the very first Stampa in 1972, Norah displayed Irish forerun
ners, essays, proofs and rebellion items. Over many years, mem
bers of lhe Irish Philatelic Society, the Dublin Stamp Society 
and the lrish Philatelic Circle have all enjoyed her interesting 
displays. A member of at least seven philatelic societies, she 
held the post of president of the lrish Philatelic Society for two 
years - l 979 and 1980. She was a committee member of that 
socicry and of the Irish Philatelic Circle on severa.1 occasions. In 
1983, she was the sixth person to sign the Irish Roll of Distin
guished Philatelists. 

Being a very hospitable person, Norah's door was always 
open to visitors, whom she greeted with "Come on in and I' ll 
pop the kettle on." Her loyalty to her friends was one of her 
outstanding qualities, and once she made a friend, it was for life. 
She will be fondly remembered by all who knew her, especially 
those in the philatelic world. ~ 
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Inishbofin Island, Co. Calway 
by Maurice Barretl 

lnishbofin Island, also called Bofin, lies off the County Mayo 
I County Galway coast and is technically part of County Galway. 
It is, because of the dislike of the lrish language by landlords in 
earlier times, one of the only completely English-speaking is
lands off the north and west coasts of Ireland. A post office was 
first opened on the island in 1874.1 The office is a sub-office to 
Galway Head Post Office. 

This article looks at the folklore and social history surround
ing lhe island's postal and telecommunications development as 
reported in publicly available literature and shows how times 
have changed and life has become so much easier for us living 
today. 

lnishbofin TODAY, an island-produced monthly newspaper, 
reported as follows in its August 1998 issue: 

"EDITORJAL 
POST OFFICE SERVICES 

The recent news of the closure of the Clare Island Post 
Office makes you realise how much of our quality of life 
is determined by events over which we have no control. An 
Post couldn ~get anybody to provide a five and-a half day 
service from 9am to 5. 30pm, 52 weeks a year for 1he princely 
sum of £5,800 per annum. That works out at about £2.50 an 
hour not to mention the fact that whoever runs the post of
fice has to pay for supplies in adva11ce. 

It makes you realise the quality of the service that Mrs. 
Frances Concannon has been providing to Bofiners with 
her unfailing courtesy and helpfulness for over 20 years and 
how much it would be missed if our post office was closed. 
It would be a bad setback for our island. 

God's sakes, we can ~ eve11 get our post delivered five 
days a week like the rest of the country. Having goflen no 
satisfaction on this topic from An Post, the Development 
Commiflee are having to protest to the Department of Jus
tice to find out if our co11stitutional rights are being breached. 
A11d all this in 1998. An Post seems to be a tough customer. 
Who says hard times will come agai11 no more. "2 

A history book of the island, Jnishbofin through time and 
tide, edited by Kicran Concannon makes a number ofreferences 
to the post office and the boats on which mail was transferred to 
and from the island. 

"The Post Office 
The first Post Office in Bofin was sited in the Beach. It 

was part of the building that was known as "the Shop". 
This, in the la.st century. stood where Day's pub is noiv. It 
was opposite the i11n run by Myles Joyce. The Post Office 
was run by people called McCormacks and the mail was 
carried three limes a week, weather pem1ittin8. However, 
they had a falling 0111 with the landlord and the mail con
tract was then given to John Tierney. Tierney was a boat
man a11d carried the mail in a hooker. The mailboat was 
always referred to as "the Packet" i11 the days of the sailing 
boats. The Post Office then moved to Tterney 's house on the 
Low Road by the harbour. This duty passed to his son, also 
John. in a few years. 

John Tierney junior drowned when the Packet was lost 
in 1908. The mail was then earned by his brother Patrick. 
who also ran a sailing boat, until his death in 1933. After 
this, the mail was carried by local boatmen like Michael 
Scuf]le. When Artstin Kelly from Westport married Ellen 
Tierney. he took over the duty. He ran the post until the 1950s 
when Paddy 0 'Halloran took it over. He has been running 
it ever since, on The Leenane Head, TheGlorious and now 
the Dun Aengus. 

The Post Office continued to be run by the Tierney fam
ily, with Patrick's sister Ellen, wh.o became Mrs. Kelly. the 
Postmistress until her death in 1975. It passed then to her 
nephew, Matty Concannon and his wife Frances, and the 
Post Office was relocated to the Terrace in 19 76. Before the 
first Post Office here, the Bofin mail came through 
Claddaghduff Post Office. From there, it was Jaken to Bo fin 
bycurrach. 

There is a story still told which might be taken to 
epitomise the dedication of the boatmen who have carried 
the mail to Bofi11 down the years. Sometime prior to 1900. 
Patrick Tierney as a very young man was sailing from 
Cleggan with his father in a sailing boat, carrying the mail 
to Bofln. Going out of Cleggan Bay, the wind was not 
favourable and they had to tack. Also tacking out of Cleggan 
Bay was a bigger Bofin boat. There was obviously some 
rivalry between the two crews for neither would give way to 
the other boat. This resulted in the bigger boa/ ramming the 
mail boat, which was holed and began to take water. The 
other boat came round again to lift the two men off But 
young Patrick Tierney refused to get off and steered his boat 
for the White Strand. He could not make it, however. and 
his boat began to sink. As the boat was going down. the 
story goes. Tierney was shinning up the mast with the post 
bag, keeping it dry. The other boar came round again and 
this time Tierney went aboard He subsequently was awarded 
a medal for savi11g the bag! This story was told by Matty 
Concannon, his nephew. 
The first telephone link with the ntainland 

The first phone link between Bo fin and the mainland was 
installed sometime in the 1920s or before. As early as J 906. 
recommendations were made to the Congested Districts 
Board (C.D.B.) to extend such a link to Bofin. A cable was 
laid between Bofin and Salemo strand on the mainland. This 
was frequently damaged by heavy seas. At the time of the 
Cleggan Disaster [28 October 1927). the phone link was 
out, as the cable was damaged. This meant the islanders 
would be unaware of the bad weather forecast. In the J 930s. 
a Morse Code radio link was set up. A mast was erected 
beside the post office and an instructor came from Dublin 
to teach Mrs. Kelly. the postmistress. A radio telephone link 
was established in the 1960s and the first telephone outside 
the Post Office was in the Priest's house. The service was 
fully automated in 1987. "l 

" The lo.fs of The Packet 
The lnishbofin mailboat, a Galway hooker. was lost just 

off Bojin Tower. coming from Cleggan 011 the second day of 
April in J 908. The mail boat was always referred to as The 
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lnishbofin 

TNIS BO FINNE 

Co NA GA1LLIMHE 

28 Vlll I 98 

Packet in the time of the sailing boats. Five men were 
drowned, three from Bofin and two from the mainland. None 
of the bodies were ever recovered. The followi11g were the 
victims: 

John Tierney; The skipper. f rom the old Post Office. He 
had the contract for carrying the mail. He was a brother of 
Mrs. Ellen Kelly. the last postmistress in the old Post Of
fice. 

James Naughton; A blacksmith from upper 
Middlequarter. He had been to the mainland 10 give evi
dence in a court case. He left behind a family. His daughter 
Mary. who later married Pete Cunnane was thirteen at the 
time. She i.s now a resident of St. Anne s Home in Clifden. 

Constable McCarthy; An R.l.C. {police} officer. a na
tive of Co. Cork. 

'Tailor' Lydon; A tailor who lived in Westquarter. 
James Callaghan; A youth from Galway. who was a work

boy at Tierney s. 
There are two versions of songs about the drowning 

Patrick Tierney's version and another by one of the Burke 
family from Connemara. It is said that John Tierney was 
forced by the constable to sail against his will even though 
he did not like the look of the day. 

Here is an extract from The Galway Express of April 
J J th, 1908. One cannot help but notice the specific mention 
of the sergeant. It is perhaps a reflection that the islanders 
were considered peripheral in more senses than one. 
WHAT WAS SEEN BY EYEWITNESSES 

Notwithstanding that the keenest search has been made 
along the coast in the hope that those on board the missing 
mail boat might be found on some isolated part of the sea
shore, no such good fortune attended the efforts of the search
ers, and it is now the adopted opinion of all in the locality 
that the boat and its occupants have gone down in the rag
ing surf This belief has been confirmed by the fact that a 
bundle of clothing which Sergeant McCarthy had in charge 
for use by the men at Boffin station as summer coats, has 
been washed up by the waves at Cleggan Bay,m while it is 
stated that several articles. known to having belonged to 
the missing boat, have been found floating far out at sea. 
Eyewitnesses who have since come to Galway state that they 
saw the boat labouring through a heavy sea about a mile 
from the shore, and that in a few seconds she had disap
peared from view. Tirey thought at first that she might have 
been hidden in tire trough of the sea, but alt/rough they aru

iously watcliedfor her reappearance, no trace of her nor of 
any of those who were on board, stated to be eleven per-

sons, could be seen. The sad occurrence has cast a gloom 
over the entire district, and has brought ajfliction into sev
eral domestic circles. Much s1mparhy is felt for the wid<>l1 
and infant child of Sergeant McCarthy in their sad bereave
ment. The sergeant was a nar1ve of Cork, and had been trans
ferred from limerick to tha county on the occasion of his 
marriage. I le is said to ha~·e been one of the most upright 
and respectable men in the police force. 

Mrs. Mary Cumrane (see Naugh!on), Middlequarrer, age 
97 - recalling the loss of the Packet: 

I was thirteen when my father was drowned, you know. I 
was thirteen years that time, I was ... In 1908, the second of 
April, he was, and five men more along with him. The ser
geant was the ca11se of them losing them You know. John 
Tierney the postman, he didn ~ walll to go in at all, the eveni11g 
got rough ... They were standing on the quay and my father 
said, well he said to John Tieney. 'you can, you can throw 
us back a bit of the bay" he said, and you know. he said, "if 
you don ~ make Bofin ye 'II never make land". 

We seen the boat com in you know, we did, we were stay
ing in the gable end, myself. my morher and my brother 
Johnny and back at the WJwe Strand rhere, we seen the boar 
com in ' and a shower came and sure she had the tack down. 
she was a sailing boar, and a shower came then and we 
went outside. But she was lost right away, we never heard 
anything. My mother then went down to the Post Office to 
see if they got any word. Norhing. sire was ... I don~ know ... 
There were three weeks of had weather then, and 1 think me 
and Johnny were below in the house when she went down to 
the Office. there was a flash of lighmin 'and thunder. I think 
there was, so she went into the church. coming over ya11 
know, she co11/d see the light in the sanctuary you know. and 
she met Simon Ki11g, Delia King 's/ather-in-law. Delia was 
here, she died since, poor rhi11g. John Kings father. they 
used to go down to Simo11 Kings always and read the paper 
and everything, they a/wa).!s had the paper, and my mother 
met Simon and thats all she said, ·'you 'II never see Jimmy 
any more" she said, "The Packet is lost, Simon ", she said. 
So it was ... There was three weeks of bad weather then and 
there was never a trace of anyone coming at all. Thats tlie 
ways now. Then, I was onl> thtrteen when my father. .. I was 
twenty-one when my brother died. He was three years and 
three months older than me and the11 he died ... in September 
now, in the second week of September; so we were left all 
alone there then, myself and my mother we had a farm of 
land, around ten acres a11d five roods, and my mother was 
as good as any man in it "' 

'Frank. and Stange, " Irish Post Offices", fAI, 1990. 

21nishbofin TODAY", August 1998, page 3, 

l"lnishbofin through time and ude", ed. Kicran Concannon. 
0 1 nishbofin Development Association 1993, pages I 02-103. 

4"lnishbofin through time and ude", ed. Kieran Concannon. 
C lnishbofin Development Association 1993, pages 39-40. + 
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THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS -1998 

By Brian Warren 

There was a major revision in postal rates during 1998. A 
composite single rate structure with lower letter rates and the 
abolition of printed paper rates (for all destinations) came 
into effect on 6 April. Phosphor stamps were introduced in 
tandem with new automated sorting equipment in November. 

SPECIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES 

The 1998 programme, comprising 42 sheet stamps, 6 self
adhesive stamps, 5 miniature sheets and 5 booklets, was issued 

Date of 
Issue Description 

26 Jan Love Stamp (14'h Issue) - "Love is ... " cartoon 

26 Jan Greetings Booklet (71h Issue) 

Cost 

32p 

- "Love is ... " cartoons IR£2.56 

26 Jan Year of the Tiger - Miniature Sheet 96p 

24 Feb Irish Aviation Pioneers (I" Issue) 
Lady Mary Heath/Sophie Catherine Pierce 28p 

- James Fitzmaurice 32p 
- J.P. Saul 44p 

- Charles Blair 52p 
- Prestige Booklet IR£5.20 

2 Apr Equestrian Sports - Show Jumping 30p 
- Three Day Eventing 32p 

- Gymkhana 40p 
- Dressage 45p 

- Miniature Sheet IR£1.47 

over 10 release dates at a cost of lR£42.64. Four issues 
(Europa, 1798 Rebellion, Tour de France and Postboxes) were 
issued in sheetlet form at a total cost of IR£24.40 for 6 
sheetlets. The 1997 totals were 51 sheet stamps (including the 
"75"' Anniversary of the State" sheetlet which incorporated 
twelve separately identifiable stamps), 2 self-adhesive stamps, 
4 miniature sheets (excluding the Pacific ' 97 definitive sheet) 
and 3 booklets at a cost of fR£36.08; in addition to the "75dl . 
Anniversary of the State" sheetlet, the two Europa stamps were 
issued in sheetlet form at a cost ofIR£7.60 for two sheetlets. 

Plate Numbers/Notes Paper Perforation Printer 

IAIAIAIA/181818 18 CCP3 14 x 14% ISSP 

Two panes - (8 x 32p) CCP3 14 x 14:V. ISSP 

3 x 32p Greetings CCP3 14 x 14:V. ISSP 

IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBIB CCP3 14:V. x 14 ISSP 
IAlAIA lA/IBlBlB l B CCP3 14:V. x 14 !SSP 
lAIAlAlA/181818 18 CCP3 14:V. x 14 !SSP 
1A1AIAIA/18 1 BIB I B CCP3 14%x 14 !SSP 
Four panes - see below CCP3 14%x 14 !SSP 

IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBIB CCP3 14Y. x 14 !SSP 
IAIAIAIA/I BIBIBIB CCP3 14:V. x 14 !SSP 
I A IA IA IA/ 181 BIB IB CCP3 14%x 14 !SSP 
IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBlB CCP3 14 x 14:V. ISSP 
One of each value CCP3 as per singles ISSP 

(Table continued on next page) 
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Date of 
Issue Description Cost Plate Numbers/Notes Paper Perforation P rinter 
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6 May Bicentenary of 1798 Rebellion - "Liberty" 30p Sheetlet of 12 (4 x 3) CCP3 14:Y.x 14 ISSP 
- Heroic Figure 30p with four se-tenant CCP3 14Y. x 14 ISSP 

- French Soldier 30p strips of three stamps CCP3 I 4:Y. x 14 ISSP 
- Theobald Wolfe Tone 45p Sheet let of 12 ( 4 x 3) with CCP3 14Y. x 14 ISSP 
- Henry Joy McCracken 45p six se-tenant pairs CCP3 14Y. x 14 ISSP 

6 May Europa - Cruinniu na mBad (Kinvara) 30p Sheetlets of I 0 (5 x 2) CCP3 14:Y.x 14 ISSP 
- Puck Fair (Killorglin) 40p Sheetlets of I 0 (5 x 2) CCP3 14'!. x 14 ISSP 

- self adhesives 2 x 30p I R£30 per box of I 00 (50 x 2) 9Y, x 9Y, ISSP 

6 May Greetings Booklet (8'h Issue) 
- "Love is .. . " cartoons IR£2.40 Two panes - (8 x 30p) CCP3 14 x 14'!. ISSP 

2 June Centenary of Local Government (Ireland) Act 30p IA IA IA IA/ I Bl BI Bl B CCP3 14:Y. x 14 ISSP 

European Union ( 1973-98) 32p IA IA IA IA/I B l Bl BIB CCP3 I 4:Y. x 14 ISSP 
Centenary of Women's Vote in Local Elections 35p IAIAIAIA/ IBIBIBIB CCP3 14'!. x 14 ISSP 

50th Anniversary of Republic of Ireland Act 45p IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBIB CCP3 14'!. x 14 ISSP 

2 June Tour de France (Ireland) 
- Polka Dot Jersey ("King of the Mountains") 30p Sheetlets of 16 CCP3 14:Y.x 14 ISSP 

- Mountain Climbing 30p (4 x 4) containing CCP3 I 4:Y. x 14 ISSP 

- Green Jersey (Points Leader) 30p four se-tenant sets CCP3 14:Y. x 14 ISSP 

- Yellow Jersey (Overall Leader) 30p CCP3 14'!. x 14 ISSP 

20 July Tall Ships - Dublin '98 - Asgard II ( Ireland) 30p se-tenant CCP3 14 x w;. ISSP 

- Eagle (U.S.A.) 30p IA IAIA IA/IBI Bl BIB CCP3 14 x 14'!. ISSP 
- Boa Esperanza (Portugal) 45p I A I A I A I Al I BIB I BIB CCP3 14:Y. x 14 ISSP 

- TS Royalist (U.K.) IR£ 1.00 IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBI B CCP3 14'!. x 14 ISSP 

- self adhesives 4 x 30p IR£30 per box of 100 (25 x 4) 9Y, x 9Y2 ISSP 
- Booklet IR£2.56 Two panes - see below CCP3 14'!. x 14'!. !SSP 

3 Sept Irish Postboxes - Ashworth ( 1855) 30p 
} 

Sheetlets of 12 CCP3 14:Y.x 14 tSSP 
- Penfold Box (1866) 30p 

} 
(3 x 4) containing CCP3 143/. x 14 ISSP 

- Saorstat Eireann Box ( c. 1922) 30p three sets of CCP3 14'!. x 14 ISSP 

- P 7 T Double Pillar Box (c. 1960) 30p 
} 

four stamps CCP3 14:Y. x 14 ISSP 

(Table continued on next a e) 
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Date of 
Issue Description 

3 Sept Mary Immaculate College, Limerick - Centenary 
Newtown School, Waterford - Bicentenary 
50th Anniversary of Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 

Cost 

30p 
40p 

45p 

4 Sept Portugal ' 98 - Tall Ships Miniature Sheet IR£2.00 

8 Oct Endangered Animals - Cheetah 30p 
- Scimitar-Homed Oryx 30p 
- Golden Lion Tamarin 40p 

- Tiger 45p 
- Miniature Sheet IR£1.45 

- Stampa '98 Miniature Sheet IR£1.45 

17 Nov Christmas (28°' Issue) - The Holy Family 30p 
- The Adoration of the Shepherds 32p 

- The Adoration of the Magi 45p 
- Booklet (self-adhesive - Choir group) IR£5.40 

Printers a nd Sheet Format: All stamps were litho printed 
by Irish Security Stamp Printing Limited (ISSP), Walsall 
Security Printers (Walsall) or the Australian firm, SNP 
Cambec (Cambec). Except as indicated below, all full size 
sheets contain 50 stamps in the usual I 0 x 5 or 5 x I 0 format 
with plate numbers at top left ("A" or " B"), colour controls at 
top right and imprint at bottom left. 

First Day Covers: FDC's cost 30p (an increase of 3p) 
commencing with the Love stamp issue of 26 January. 
Special covers and pictorial cancels were available for all 
special and commemorative issues including the Portugal ' 98 
miniature sheet. 

Maximum Cards: There was only one set of maximum 
cards, which was issued for the Endangered Animals set. The 
price of mint cards was increased by 3p to 25p per card. 

Postcards: A set of six postcards (IR£ 1.50) was issued in 
connection with the Aviation Pioneers set - further details 
below. 

Plate Numbers/Notes Paper Perforation Printer 

The Unh·eN>al Declaration 
of Hum.in Klg.ht~ 1948 

~ .• -4 

IA IA IAIA/IBIBIBIB 
IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBIB 

IAIAIAIA/IB IB IBIB 

Boa Esperanza 

se-tenant 
IAIAIAIA/ IB IB IBIB 
IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBIB 
I A I A I A I Al I BIB I BIB 
one of each value 
one of each value 

.ft 

.rm 

CCP3 143!. x 14 
CCP3 14 x 143!. 

CCP3 143!.x 14 

CCP3 143!. x 14 

CCP3 133!. x 14 
CCP3 13¥.x 14 
CCP3 14 x 13¥. 
CCP3 14 x 133!. 
CCP3 1431. x 143!. 
CCP3 143!. x 14¥. 

IAIAIAIA/ 18181818 CCP3 14 x 14¥. 
IAIAIAIA/IBIBIBIB CCP3 14 x 143!. 
IAIAIAIA/ IBIBIBIB CCP3 14 x 14¥. 
(20 x 30p - two free stamps) l l Vix I I Vi 

ISSP 
ISSP 

ISSP 

ISSP 

Walsall 
Walsall 
Walsall 
Walsall 
Walsall 
Walsall 

ISSP 
ISSP 
ISSP 

Cam bee 

Love Stamp and G reetings Booklets: The initial two pane 
booklet contains eight 32p stamps in se-tenant strips of four 
designs. The stamps feature various "Love is" cartoons - (I) 
Love is .. a birthday wish; (fl) Love is ... thinking of you; (nI) 
Love is ... keeping in touch; and (IV) Love is ... from my heart. 
Each stamp has two labels featuring various heart motifs which 
are attached top and bottom and the outer edges of the pane are 
imperforate. One stamp in each pane has an imperforate edge 
giving a total of five identifiable stamps in addition to the sheet 
issue, which bears the " Love is ... from my heart" design. 

The make-up of each pane is as follows:-

Pane I: 32p I; 32p 11, 32p Ill and 32p TV (right margin 
imperf orate); 

Pane 2: 32p Ill, 32p IV, 32p I and 32p II (right margin 
imperforate). 
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Each pane is rouletted in the binding margin and stitched into 
the covers. Three of the designs are included in the Year of the 
Tiger miniature sheet referred to below. 

Following the reduction in the basic domestic letter post rate 
from 32p to 30p (with effect from 6 April), the booklet was 
re-issued with 8 x 30p stamps. The second booklet contains 
the same eight stamps (4 designs) in the same format as the 
booklet issued on 26 January. The cover now incorporated 
the Letter Post green strip logo and the text on the inside 
front cover was revised and no longer referred to Valentines 
Day. The individual sheet s tamp was not re-issued. 

Year of the Tiger Miniature Sheet: A special miniature 
sheet to mark the Chinese Lunar Year of the Tiger was issued 
on the same day as the Love stamp and the initial Greetings 
booklet. The sheet is similar to prior years and contains three 
of the Greetings stamps - 32p Ill, 32p 1 and 32p 11 (right 
margin imperforate). The left hand panel shows a tiger. The 
labels differ from the booklet panes and refers to the Year of 
the Tiger (in English and Chinese) and 1 lnppy New Year (in 
English, Irish, Cantonese and Chinese). 

Irish Aviation Pioneers: This is the first issue of an ongoing 
series commemorating various aspects of Irish aviation 
history. This set concentrates on significant flights involving 
Irish airmen. while later sets will feature civilian and military 
aviation. Lady Mary Heath (28p) was born Sophie Catherine 
Pierce in Knockaderry, near Newcastlcwest, Co. Limerick 
and the local post office at Knockaderry arranged first day 
facilities to mark the event. They also produced with the help 
of local historians a short monograph on its famous aviatrix, 

entitled " Knockaderry's Sophie 
Remembered". The stamp issue 
was launched by An Post at the 
Foynes Flying Boat Museum also 
m Co. Limerick. Actress 
Maureen O'Hara Blair, widow of 
Charles Blair featured on the 52p 
value attended the event. together 
with relatives of the featured 

av1anon pioneers. A pictorial first day cancel. which 
matched the bureau design, wa~ available at both locations. 
The first day cover featu res an adaptation of the Short-Mayo 
composite flying boat design as used on the 46p stamp issued 
in 1988 to commemorate the 50"' anniversary of the first 
commercial crossing of the Atlantic by air. The stamps were 
designed by Limerick artist, Vincent Killowry. 

A set of six postcards was also available in connection with 
this issue, one each for the lour aviators depicted on the 
stamps and their aircraft and two further cards featuring 
Alcock and Brown and Douglas "'Wrong Way" Corrigan. 
Serviced cards had the stamps altached on the reverse side 
with the extra two cards bearing the 32p stamp. The four 
connected postcards could also be used maximum card style 
by collectors. 

Irish Aviation Pioneers - Prestige Booklet: There are four 
illustrated panes of stamps and eight pages of bilingual text 
and/or photographs; the text photographs also extend to 
inside the front and back covers The panes contain a total of 
thirteen stamps made-up as follows:· 

Pane I: Set of four values in a block of four with the 32p 
and 52p stamps impcrforate at right; 

Pane 2: 2 x 28p plus 2 x '2p values with a single 28p in 
row I and 28p, 32p and 28p se-tenant in row 2; 

Pane 3: Three stamps in a se-tenant strip - 32p, 44p and 
32p; and 

Pane 4: Three stamps in a se-tenant strip - 52p, 32p and 
52p. 

This gives two new singlei. 32p and 52p, botl1 imperf. at 
right. The background photos on each pane repeal 
photographs of aircrafi as depicted on the postcards referred 
to above. As all stamps arc of horizontal format, there were 
no perforation variations m this booklet. The panes are 
rouletted at left and stitched into the booklet covers. The text 
was written by Maureen O'Hara Blair. 
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Bicentenary of 1798 

Tour de France 
1 9 9 8 

Europa (Festivals): The sheet stamps were printed in the 
usual sheetlet format comprising ten stamps with illustrated 
side panels. The side panels are imperforate, all other 
margins are perforated. Sheetlets have an imprint and colour 
controls but no plate numbers. The 30p design contains a 
spelling error - the correct Irish translation for "The 
Gathering of the Boats" is "Cruinniu na mBad" (and not 
Crinniu na mBaid). The "Gathering of the Boats" is held in 
Kinvara, Co. Galway in early August. The festival celebrates 
the Galway Hooker which is depicted on the stamp. Puck 
Fair is held in mid-August in Killorglin, Co. Kerry. As part 
of the festival's ritual, a male goat is paraded through the 
town and crowned "King of the Fair". 

As usual, the self-adhesive stamps are smaller in overall than 
the sheet stamps and measure 37.5mm x 26mm. Produced in 
boxed rolls of 100 stamps plus two reminder labels (10 and 
20). The roll of I 02 stamps/labels is split into six strips of 
seventeen. The rolls are reeled sideways with right hand 
delivery commencing with the "Puck Fair" design. The usual 
Dakota logo plus number (No: 9 seen to date) is on one of the 
bottom flaps ; the matching flap has the reference 028906B. 
Sold in strips of two as well as complete rolls by the bureau. 

Bicentenary of 1798 Rebellion: The 30p sheetlet contains 
four se-tenant strips of the three stamps. The 45p sheetlet 
contains three rows of four stamps; each row contains two se
tenant pairs. On both sheetlets, the imperforate top margin 
bears the inscription "Bicentenary of 1798" together with the 

symbol of the United Irishmen, 
the Harp as also depicted on each 
stamp (illustrated); the remaining 
margins are perforated. There are 
no imprint, colour controls or 
plate numbers. A pictorial first 
day postmark was available in 
Wexford for this issue. 

Tour de France (Ireland): The set was issued in advance of 
the annual cycling race which commenced in Ireland in 1998 
( 11-13 July). The sheetlet of sixteen stamps were made-up of 
four horizontal se-tenant strips, each strip containing one of 
each design. The top margin is imperforate and bears the 
inscription "Tour de France 1998" plus four colour blocks (as 
illustrated); the remaining margins are perforated. There are 
no imprint, colour controls or plate numbers. 

Tall Ships - Sheet Stamps: The two 30p values were 
printed in se-tenant format (both vertically and horizontally) 
in sheets of forty. Each sheet is set out in two panes of 20 
with a vertical gutter with each pane containing four columns 
of five stamps giving 5 gutter pairs in each sheet. The 45p 
and £I were printed in the usual 50 stamp format without a 
gutter. 

The Cutty Sark Tall Ships race started in Falmouth and ended 
in Dublin on 22 August. The ships remained in Dublin until 
25 August. Unfortunately, there was no special cancel 
available during the visit but a fine collection of ships' 
cachets was possible. The Asgard II was the only ship 
featured on the stamps to participate in the race and visit 
Dublin. It was previously featured on the 26p value from the 
Irish Boats set issued in 1982. There was no Portugese or 
U.S. ship in port but there were several U.K. boats including 
The Lord Nelson. 
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Paqueb6t cover from the Mexican ship ··cuauhtemoc" 

Asgard If won its class and the overall winner was the British 
owned ketch, Duet. The Mexican naval training ship 
Cuauhtemoc received the overall Cutty Sark trophy for the 
ship voted for contributing most to international friendship 
and understanding. 

Portugal issued a set of six stamps commemorating the Yasco 
Da Gama Tall Ships Regatta in July - one of the two 85esc 
values from the six stamp set depicted the Asgard II. 

Tall Ships - Booklet: The stitched booklet contains two 
panes with no interleaves. The two panes contain a total of 
six stamps which are fully perforated and are made-up as 
follows:-

Pane I: 30p (Asgard II), 30p (Eagle) and 30p (Asgard II) in 
a se-tenant strip of three; and 

Pane 2: 45p (Boa Esperanza), 30p (Eagle) and £1 (T.S. 
Royalist) in a se-tenant strip of three. 

All the individual stamps in both panes are perf. 14:Y. due to 
the mix of horizontal and vertical formats in pane 2. Both 
panes are rouletted at left and stitched into the covers. 
Asgard II is illustrated on the front cover with the remaining 
ships on the back cover. 

Tall Ships - Self Adhesives· As usual, the self-adhesive 
stamps are smaller in overall size (37.Smm x 26mm) than the 
sheet stamps with a mix of both horizontal and vertical 
designs. The same designs as per the individual sheet values 
were repeated on the 4 x 30p values. The roll of 100 stamps 
plus two labels is split into six strips of seventeen 
stamps/labels with the last two strips containing sixteen 
stamps plus one of the reminder labels. The reminder labels 
( 10 and 20) are in black. The roll (with right hand delivery) 
commences with the Boa Esperanza design. The waste paper 
was not removed from around the stamps as is usual with 

ISSP printings. The usual Dakota logo plus number (No: 9 
seen to date) is on one of the bottom flaps; the matching flap 
has the reference 030293. The box illustrates the Asgard II 
stamp. Sold in strips of four as well as complete rolls by the 
bureau. The self-adhesives were effectively pre released by 
An Post. A special letter dated 20 July {the day of issue of the 
stamps) was sent to all standing order customers encouraging 
them to add self-adhesives to their s tanding order. One of the 
30p Tall Ships self-adhesives was used on the cover 
containing the letter. However a large proportion of the 
letters were placed in the postal system in advance of the 
issue date and were slogan postmarked in Dublin on 17 July 
1998. 
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Irish Postboxes: The sheetlets of twelve stamps are made up 
of three se-tenant strips of four stamps, each strip containing 
one of each design. The design order is the same in all three 
rows. The top margin has the inscription lrish Postboxes; 
the remaining margins incorporate the various cyphers/logos 
which can be found on Irish postboxes - VR, EviiR, GR, SE. 
P7T and Post. Sheetlets have an imprint in the bottom margin 
but no plate numbers or colour controls and are perforated 
through both left and right margins; the top and bottom 
margins are imperforate. The individual stamps measure 
27.Smm x 48.Smm. 

As an Irish member of the Letter Box Study Group, I was 
particularly excited to see this issue. The Ashworth box 
( 1855) is the oldest box in Ireland and is currently on display 
in the foyer of the National Museum, Kildare Street, Dublin 
2. The Penfold box ( 1866) is an early example of this type of 
which there is only one example in Ireland - in Skibbereen, 
Co. Cork. There are several examples of the P,T wallbox 
with SE logo but they are also a rare box. By reference to the 
large black and white bromide photographs of the stamp 
designs provided to newspapers, I was able to read the 
collection plate notice on the P7T wallbox with the SE logo, 
and note, that the box featured on the stamp is situated at 
Sandycovc Avenue West. Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 
Although the Double Pillarbox featured on the stamps refers 
to 1899, the date they were first introduced in Britain, the 
modem P7T example shown is circa 1960. 
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Port ugal '98 - Miniature Sheet: A special miniature 
sheet incorporating the Boa Esperanza Tall Ship design 
as an IR£2 value was issued on the opening day of this 
exhibition held in Lisbon. The philatelic bureau provided 
full first day facilities for this miniature sheet with both a 
Baile Atha Cliath pictorial postmark and a first day 
exhibition cachet. 

Endangered Animals - Sheet 
Stamps: The two 30p values were 
printed in se-tenant format 
(horizontally but not vertically) in 
sheets of forty. Each sheet is set 
out in two panes of 20 with a 
vertical gutter with each pane 
containing two columns of ten 
stamps giving I 0 gutter pairs in 
each sheet. 

The sheet markings are set out at right angles to the 
horizontal stamp design and as a result they are positioned as 
follows:-

Plate Numbers: 
Imprint: 
Colour Controls: 
Walsall Logo: 

Right margin of rows I and 2; 
Left margin of rows I and 2; 
Right margin of row IO; and 
Right margin of both rows 4 and 7. 

In addition, a large P is printed in both the top and bottom of 
the gutter margin. This issue was to be the first set of stamps 
to incorporate phosphor tagging and the P was to identify the 
sheets as a phosphor issue. However, no phosphor was added 
to any of the three values. 

The 40p and 45p values were printed in the usual 50 stamp 
format without a gutter. The markings are as normal with the 
addition of the Walsall logo in the top margin above both 
stamps 4 and 7 and the inclusion of a large P as referred to 
above in both the left and right margins of row 3. 

Endangered Animals - Miniature Sheets: All the 
individual stamps in both miniature sheets are perf. 14Y. due 
to the mix of horizontal and vertical formats and thus differ 
from the sheet stamps; in addition the individual stamps have 
a white frame and do not bleed into the adjoining design. 
The Stampa '98 sheet is slightly larger to accommodate the 
additional imprint at the top of the sheet "National Stamp 
Exhibition STAMPA 98 RDS - Dublin - 6-8 November 
1998". This is the first time that An Post has issued a 
specific miniature sheet for Stampa and was, in addition, to 
the privately produced members' souvenirs (see below). 

Christmas: The self-adhesive booklet format was repeated 
this year. Each booklet contained 20 x 30p stamps giving two 
free stamps per booklet. The inclusion of two free stamps as 
compared to one in prior years was to offset the rate increase 
due to the abolition of the 28p printed paper rate last April. 

The twenty stamps are set out in one pane, folded four times, 
containing two columns of ten stamps. The booklet was 
printed in Australia by SNP Cambec and each stamp 
incorporates a 2mm yellow phosphor border. Lndividual 
stamps measure 25mm x 30mm i.e. the same size as the 
definitive self-adhesives. They are the first phosphor special 
issue from An Post. The back of the booklet incorporates a 
bar code (5 391346 000003). 

The sheet stamps were in the usual format and did not 
incorporate phosphor. All future issues will incorporate 
phosphor. 

FRAMA LABELS 

In addition to the two machines at Dublin Airport and the 
machine at Bray Post Office, I can now confirm that the 
machines at Cork, Galway, Killarney, Kilkenny and 
Waterford are now dispensing labels with the new paper 
which gives a yellow reaction under U.V. light. The Limerick 
and Sligo machines are still utilising the original paper with 
yellow-green U.V. reaction. 

(continued in next issue) 
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, 
EPA 50th Anniversary 

by Peter Bugg, Exhibition & AGM Chairman 

Preparations are well underway for our 50th anniversary 
celebration in 2000. As most of you know by now, the site for 
the celebration will be in Boxborough, Massachusetts, from May 
4th through May 7th. The Northeast Federation of Stamp Clubs, 
of which the EPA has been a member for many years, hosts Phjla
telic Show each year. 

Dave Brennan and I have met with the director of sales at the 
Holiday Lnn and we have reserved 20 rooms for Thursday, Fri
day and Saturday nights. The room rate is $85.00 per night, single 
or double. I would suggest that if you intend to be at the show, 
you call and reserve your room as soon as possible. The phone 
number for the hotel is (508) 263-870 I. Don 't forget to tell them 
you are with the EPA group. We also reserved a courtesy suite to 
be used by all our members for social gatherings throughout the 
entire weekend. I also need to know how many people will be 
bringing their spouses. My wife has graciously volunteered to 
set up an agenda of trips to local malls and historic si tes for 
those less interested in the daily routine of the show. Needless to 
say, everybody will celebrate together in the evenings. This wi II 
take a lot of planning, so please contact me as soon as possible. 
At the present time I have a commitment of I 20 frames of mate
rial for the exhibit. I stil I have 30 more frames available so please 
contact me immediately if you arc interested in exhibiting. This 
promises to be one of the largest displays of Irish material ever 
exhibited in the U.S.; don't miss out on being a part of it. We 
will have a special EPA dinner on Friday night, followed by a 
cocktail party in our suite. On Saturday night, the show banquet 
will take place and awards will be handed out. I envision much 
celebrating again that night. Anybody who has attended one of 
om AGMs can attest to the good time had by all in our courtesy 
suites. Many famous Irish names such as Guinness, Bushmills 
and Murphy among others usually show up at our gatherings. 
We are expecting several Irish dealers to be in attendance both 
from the U.S. and overseas. The show committee has made spe
cial arrangements for a small number of dealers who specialize· 
in the material of the participating group. I hope to have a list of 
these dealers in my next update. 

Start making your plans to attend now and make sure you do 
not miss what promises to be one of the biggest celebrations of" 
Irish Philately ever. + 

, 
Additions To The EPA Library 

In 1987 and 1999, Norman J. Collins published a series of 
articles in The London Philatelist, journal of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London. These concerned material examined in the Royal 
Mint file and illustrated many proofs and essays from the Royal 
Mint proof books. lncluded are definitives, proposed high values, 
postal stationery and revenues. A copy of the series was placed in 

the EPA library. 
EPA vice president Joseph E. Foley has studied portions of 

the Post Office Archives in Dublin. He compiled the results of his 
search and placed copies in four philatelic libraries, including the 
EPA library. Other libraries are the APRL, Baltimore Philatelic 
Society and the National Postal Museum. While primarily con
cerned with the overprinted issued, information on revenues, can
cellations and essays (Dollard only) are included. ~ 

1998 Annual General Meeting 
This year's meeting was held in Chfoago at Crucagopex ' 98. 

Past president Peter Bugg chaired the meeting in place of David 
Brennan, who was unable to attend due to health problems. In 
attendance were the following: Patricia Stilwell Walker, past 
president; Eugene Labiuk, past president; George Fabian, Peter 
Foote, Duane Larson, John Madigan, James Maher, Frank 
Mirabella. Several guests also attended: Joan Madigan, Betty 
Foote, David Mui, and Steve Daunt. Also attending the show all 
weekend was EPA member Jim Czyl, who did not attend the 
meeting due to other commitments. Peter Foote had copies made 
of the agenda for the meeting and distributed them to all in at
tendance. Members were given time to scrutinize the reports and 
ask questions. Best wishes for a speedy recovery were extended 
to David Brennan; he was missed by all in attendance. Peter 
Bugg reported on the progress of the 50th celebration to be held 
in Boxboro, Massachusetts, in the year 2000. Further informa
tion on this will be in the next issue. Tcxpcx in Dallas was se
lected for the AGM in 200 I and Balpex in Baltimore for the 
year 2002. Proposed changes in the by-laws were not voted on 
at this time. It was suggested that these issues should be printed 
in The Revealer and lcfi to the general body for a vote. Peter 
Foote discussed the liability of t11c EPA and its officers, and if 
this area was covered in our insurance policy. This will be looked 
into in the near future. EPA certificates were awarded to Patricia 
Walker, Jim Maher and Jack Madigan for their wonderful ex
hibits. On Saturday night at the banquet, the EPA received nu
merous awards. Pat Walker received a Gold award for her Postal 
History exhibit, the Reserve Grand Award for foreign, the EPA 
special award, best foreign postal history award and the postal 
history society award. Jim Maher received a Gold award for his 
Overprint exhibit and the Chicago Philatelic Society best ex
hibit from a member. John Madigan received a Vcrmcil award 
for his Overprint exhibit and The American Association of Phila
telic Exhibitors Merit Award. Paul Wittrcich received a Yermcil 
award for his exJ1ibit of Censored Mail. Karl Winkelmann re
ceived a Silver for his exhibit of Airmail Rates and David Brennan 
received a Silver award for his Ainnail Flights. What a treat for 
those of us lucky enough to see all this wonderful material on 
display. Congratulations to one and all. The 1999 AGM will be 
held in Philadelphia at the National Stamp Expo, October 1-3. I 
would like to thank the members in the Chicago area for their 
help in making the show and meeting a huge success. This is 
what makes stamp collecting such a wonderful hobby and makes 

the EPA a great society. + 

The EPA Honor Roll 
by Joseph£. Foley 

A very pleasant duty of the vice president, North America, is 
to coordinate the efforts of the Awards Committees. This year 
we have been very fortunate to have as chairmen: Ian Whyte 
leading the Thomas Edwin Field Award Committee; William 
O'Connor chairing the John J. Clark Award Committee and Col. 
B. B. Zellers administering the Vincent Linnell Award. As will 
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be noted below, our president, David J. Brennan played a promi
nent role in a special award. 

Awards were announced at the EPA's Annual General Meet
ing in Chicago, and simultaneously, at STAMPA in Dublin. 

For the first time, one individual received two awards. Hans 
G. Moxter, whose research and publications have enhanced not 
only our knowledge of Irish philately but greatly added to our 
enjoyment of Lhe hobby, was the recipient of the prestjgious 
Thomas Edwin Field Memorial Award. It's doubtful that any 
collector of Ireland docs not have some of Hans' very useful and 
informative publications. He has followed the tradition estab
lished by the late Tbomas E. Field of sharing his knowledge 
with his fellow collectors. 

Hans Moxtcr was also chosen by the members-at-large as 
the author of the best work published in volume 47 of The 
Revealer, "Germans in the San Patrico Battalion (Observations 
on the joint issue of a commemorative stamp in Eire and 
Mexico)." For this, he received the Vincent A. Linnell Memo
rial Award. 

EPA director Dr. Joachim Schaaf presented the awards to Hans 
Moxtcr in a surprise ceremony at a regional meeting of the FAJ 
in Germany. 

The John J. Clark Award was established to recognize those 
that have made outstanding contributions to the Association. 
Major Michael H. Priestley is this year's recipient. Michael's 
contributions cover a range of activities, from service on the 
EPA Board and as an officer of the Association, distribution of 
The Revealer in Europe and considerable and impressive research 
on the overprin1cd issues. Following the custom established by 
John Clark, he has always been a valuable resource to the EPA. 

Last, but by no means least, is a very special award estab
lished by the president to recognize, honor and thank our editor, 
Patrick J. Ryan, Sr., for his twelve years as editor of The Revealer 
with sincere best wishes for continued journalistic excellence in 
the many years to come. The award plaque was presented by 
EPA director Robert J. Joyce at a meeting of the San Antonio 
Philatelic Association. 

Congratulations to one and all. Your work has made the Eire 
Philatelic Association what it is today and inspires the rest of us 
to follow your lead. + 

EPA Library Report 
for 1997-98 Fiscal Year 

Another quiet year for the Library. Only two or three mem
bers requested books or slide shows. One bright spot during the 
year was a donation of a large number of books by James Brady. 
The following is a list of the items: 

•HIBERNIAN Catalogue 1922-1984 
• "COMMONWEALTH" FIVE REIGNS 
• CARRYING BRITISH MAJL OVERSEAS 
• HANDBOOK OF IRISH POSTAL HISTORY 
• AJR MAIL STAMPS AND AIRPOSTS OF THE 

WORLD 1934 price catalogue 
· BRITISH EXTERNALAIRMAJLS until 1934 
· COLLECT BRITISll POSTMARKS 3rd . edition 
· BRITISH POST OFFICE NUMBERS 1844-1906 
• LIST OF CAMPS IN Tl IE GREAT WAR 

BOOK REVIEW 
by George Nicholson 

S.J. Connolly (ed.). The Oxford Companion to Irish History. 
Oxford University Press, 1998. Hardbound. xviii - 618 pp. 25; 
$45 U.S.; $66.95 Canadian. Available from most bookstores. 

Postal history items have both philatelic and historical as
pects. The philatelic interest is in postal rates, routes, postmarks 
etc. while historical study can sometimes explain why the item 
was posted in the first place, who sent it, and why. Each postal 
item is in some sense a small piece of history, an understanding 
of which can spice up a collection especially in a country such 
as Ireland with its long and colorful heritage. 

For those who enjoy Irish postal history, this book could live 
up to its title as a companion. Written by a team of 87 authors, 
including many from Ireland, its 1800 entries include a brief 
introduction and overview of many aspects of Irish history. Jn 
particular, it should be extremely useful to anyone who would 
like to write up their collection or exhibit to include the impor
tant historical aspects of the items. For example, who ~as that 
person who signed the "Free" cover? What was the purpose of 
that Victorian agency on an 0 .H.M. S. cover? What did the people 
do to deserve being featured on the many commemoratives that 
honor distinguished patriots? This book won't answer all ques
tions, but it will help for many of them. 

The book contains over 600 pages of easy-to-read informa
tion, and a useful Subject Index helps in finding entries on par
ticular topics. There is a large amount of cross-referencing 
throughout, and many references for further reading. The mate
rial is generally factual although interpretation is sometimes in
cluded. Anyone can quibble about what was left out, but it is 
more useful to consider what was included. 

This is a very helpful book for those interested in the histori
cal background of Irish philatelic items. lt is a worthy successor 
to an earlier book "A Dictionary of Lrish History since 1800" by 
D.J. Hickey and J. E. Doherty, first published by Gill and 
MacMillan Ltd., Dublin in 1980, and republished by Barnes and 
Noble Books, Totowa, New Jersey in 198 I. Unfortunately long 
out of print, it occasionally turns up in a used book store. Either, 
or both, have the advantage of providing lots of information in 
one place. + 

• STAMPS OF IRELAND 1987 
• BRITISH ARMY FIELD POST OFFICES 1939-1950 
· HIBERNIAN 1922-1972 
• THE AMERICAN PHILATELIST Volume 87 #s 8 and 9 
• BRITISH POSTMARKS 
• HANDBOOK OF IRISH PHILATELY {FELDMAN) 
• POSTAL HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 

IRELAND 
• BILLIG'S PHILATELIC HANDBOOK Volume 34 
• BILLI G'S PHILATELIC HANDBOOK Volume 35 
• STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE 1983 
• STANLEY GIBBONS POSTCARD CATALOGUE 1981 
• PICTON'S PHILATELIC HANDBOOK NO I 
• RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE (USA) 

Kenneth Magee also made a donation of a copy of his fine 
exhibit: IRELAND, 1840-1901; this is a 128-pagc postal history 
exhibit, which was shown at BALPEX 1998. + 



E.P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 
Those applyin~ for .membership in the Eire P.hilate.tic. Associat!on may take advantage of the member price on the following items. Except 

where noted, all prices 111cludc postage and hand I mg w1thm the United States. Beyond the U.S. add $2.00. The membership application incorpo
rates an order fonn. New items arc added from time to time and noted in The Revealer. 

tlRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS 
The Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925 by James J. Brady 
An award winning detailed analysis of Irish revenue stamps oftbe period. 
Profusely illustrated with catalog listings by type, bibliography, 20 pages + 
addenda. $2.25 (nonmember $3.00). 
The First 55 Years ol Irish Coils by Peter Bugg 
A comprehensive listing of all Irish coils with n check list of all leaders and 
tab ends, illustrated, bibliography, 40 pages. $8.50(nonmemberS10.50). 

Ireland, Identification of the Riallas and Saorstat Overprints 
by Joseph E. Foley 

Includes a clear plastic overlay with accurate reproductions of the various 
overprints and a reprint of an illustrntcd article from The American Philat
elist. $4.50 (nonmember $5.75). 
The Post Ottlces and Datestamps of the County of Leitrim 

by Dr. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. Howley 
72 illustrations of handstamps, map, and descriptions of post office loca
tions, 23 pages. $6.00 (nonmember $7.50). 
A Listings of Irish Postmarks In Gaelic from 1922 by James T. Howley 
Alphabetical listing in Gaelic with English trans lat ions, county earliest and 
latest known dates of use. Very thorough, based on Post Office Guides from 
1922 on, and large scale Ordnance Maps. Spelling, variations are noted. 82 
pages. $6.00 (nonmember $7.50). 
An Introduction to Irish Miieage Marks by W £. Davey 
An illustrated listing and explanation of these early markings, 22 pages. 
$4.00 (nonmember $5.00). 
The Revealer Index, vol. 1, no. 1 lo vol. 35, no. 3, Jlan. 1951 lo Winier 1985 
(wilh addendum through 1990) by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 
A cumulative subject index grouped by major categories. 38 pages + ad
dendum. S 12.00(nonmemberS15.00). 
Irish Airmail, 1919-1990 by Wiffiam J. Murphy 
Lists all known moil-carrying flights to and from Ireland since the Alcock 
& Brown 1919 trans-Atlantic flight . Background information is provided 
for each flight. Covers are illustrated for most flights and a valuation guide 
provided. 96 pages, bibliography and index. S 15.00+S1.25 postage (non
member S 18. 75 + S 1.25 postage). 
Airway Letters To and From Belfast, Including Air "Railex" Letters 

by William J. Murphy 
From the 1934 Railway Air Services to 1988, the: airway letter covers arc 
listed and examples illusrratcd with a brief description of the flight. 26pages, 
bibliography. $3.00 (nonmember $4.00). 
Irish Airmail - Balloon Posts, Rocket, Helicopter, Parachute and Glider Mall 

by WI/flam J. Murphy 
Covers a variety of mail as indicated in the tit le, with illustrations of covers, 
descriptions of events, pricing code and a bibliography, 22 pages. $3.00 
(nonmember $4.00). 
Irish Aerogrammes and Alrgraphs by Wiffiam J. Murphy 
Provides a detailed listing not only of the acrogrammes themselves, but 
rates, private supplemental printings, Nonhcrn Ireland, and special usages, 
pricing code and bibliography. Jung catalog numbers referenced, 46 pages. 
$4.00 (nonmember $5.00). 
O.A.T. and A.V.2. Markings on Irish Airmail by Will/am J. Murphy 
Presents an introduction to these markings used during World War 11 and a 
catalog listing of known Irish covers with 1hc nmrkin~s. An appendix lis1s 
covers to and from Ireland so marked. Illustrated with bibliography, 25 pages. 
$3.00 (nonmember $4.00). 

EPA ITEMS AVAILABLE O NLY TO MEMBERS 
Official Lapel Pin • Metal replica of EPA logo. S 1.25 
EPA Rubber Stamp - reproduces the EPA logo, I " x I". $6.00 

FAI PUBLICATIONS 
Publications of the German based ForscJ111ngs-1md Arbeitsgemeinschaf/ 
Ireland E. V. are also available to EPA members. All have text in both English 
and German. 

Postal Stationery of Ireland by Otto Jung 
A detailed priced catalog and handbook, this latest edition includes the first 
comprehensive listing of stamped to order smtionery. Essential to the col
lecting of these fascinating issues, illustrnted. 270 pages. S 14.00 (nonmem
ber S 17.50) 
The Miieage Marks of Ireland 1808-1839, 2nd edition by Hans G. Moxter 
Illustrated listing of all known Irish tmlcage marks, 57 pages. $6.50 (non
member $8.00). 
The Maltese Cross In Ireland by Hans G. Moxter 
Highly detailed and well-illustrated treatment of these first obi iterators, bib
liography, 79 pages. $9.00(nonmemberS11.25). 
Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860 by W/ffiam Kane 
Listings of postal markings giving town names but without dates, includes 
much information on Receiving Houses, illustrated, 63 pages. $7.00 (non
member S8.75). 
Introduction to The Post Offices of County Clare, Ireland 

by John Mackey & Tony Cassidy 
Study developed from the postal archives of Dublin and London, 94 pages. 
S9.00(nonmemberS 11 .25). 
The Dublin Penny Post by Manfred Dittmann 
Based on extensive research in postal archives and museums in Ireland and 
Great Britian, this is a well documented trcatrnentofthe subject, illustrated, 
312 pages. S35.00 (nonmember $45.00). 
The Gerl Issues by Otto Jung 
A comprehensive I isling of this definitive series. $3.50 (nonmembcrS4.50). 

75 years ol lrlsh Stamps 
An anthology by eight noted philatelists representing a variety of interests 
in Irish philately, with special postcard produced by AnPost, illustrated, 
139 pages. S 17 .50 (nonmember $22.00). 
Irish Postal Rates Before 1840, 2nd edition by F. E. Dixon & Joachim Schaaf 
Lists the Irish rates from 1637 to 1840, illustrated, bibliography, 3 7 pages. 
$6.00 (nonmember $7.50). 
Irish Slogan Postmarks 1918-1994 by Uwe Netzsch 
More than 300 illustrations by county, die and type, 116 pages. $17 .50 (non
member $22.00). 
The Irish Architecture Definitives by Otto Jung 
A detailed catalog covering the sheet stamps, booklets, FDCs and presenta
tion packs, illustrated, 37 pages. $6.50 (nonmembers $8.00). 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
The Dublin Spoon - 1855-57 by Cyril I. Dulin 
An account oflrcland's first duplex obli temtor, well organized with consid
erable detail, illustrated, value guide, bibliography, 48 pages. $6.00 (non
member $7.50). 
The Rare Coil compiled by Joseph E. Foley 
Recounts the research 111 the Irish Post Office archives that firmly estab
lishes lhe authenticity of this stamp together with background information, 
illustmted, 76 pages. S 12.00 (nonmember S 15.00). 
Irish Booklets by Cytil I. Du/In 
This is a handbook of the stamp booklets issued from 1931 to 1991 and 
examines in detail the many different types, including unofficial exhibition 
souvenir booklets, illustrated. 122 pages. S25.00 (nonmember $31 .50) 
Ireland • Catalog of Perllns compiled & edited by Richard L. Mewhinney 
Punched for a 3 ring binder, this catalog cnn also serve as an album. Pub
lished by The Pcrfins Club, 3R pages $9.00 (nonmember S 11 .25) 


