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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 

2654 MSGR Michael J. Desmond, 141 Washing
ton Ave., Kearny, NJ 07032, 
ststephenchurch@msm.com 

2655 David Grossblat, P.O. Box 26387, Phoenix, 
AZ 85068 

2656 Randall E. Burt, 48 Finch Court, Orange 
Park, FL 32073-2366, 
rburt1@@bellsouth.net 

2657 Helen Oiodate, 216 Great Or., Hanover, PA 
17331 

2658 William M. Holland, P.O. Box 271, Garrett 
Park, MD 20896 

Reinstated 

0850 John R. Smallman, 1705 Evergreen Drive, 
Agassiz BC VOM 1 A2 Canada 

Deceased: 

0948 Dr. Cyril Dulin, 4 Rue des Bugnons, Meyrin 
1217 Geneva, Switzerland 

Changes of Address: 

L 1667 Frank Holzmueller, Holsteinischer Kamp 
108, 0-22081 Hamburg, Germany. 

2531 Charles W. Herren Jr., 16525 S Forest Glen 
Or., Mulino, OR 97042-9716 

2515 F. LawrenceTay1orJr., 14125SE 167thSt, 
Renton, WA 98058 

1889 Gordon E. Hott, 907 Red Hawk Dr., Antioch, 
IL 60002-2843 

1069 Henry Curren Jr., 1249 N Indies Cir., 
Venice, FL 34285-6317. 

2622 Richard D. Kelly, P.O. Box 927, Naperville, 
ll 60566-0927 

1656 LTC Kenneth E. Jenkins, 115 Tui Place, 
Yorktown, VA 23693-4524 

L0214 William Kane, Clashaniska Upper, 
Rathronan, Clonmel, Co Tipperary, Ireland 

New E-mail Addresses 

Members can have there email address added to 
their record by sending a message to Barney 
Clancy at: <bclanz@aol.com> 

Bad E-Mail Addresses 

If you have a new email address, please send a 
message to Barney Clancy at: <bclanz@aol.com> 

Membership Status: 

Members as of June 1, 2003 ................ 484 

New Members .......................... 5 

Reinstated ................................ 1 

Deceased ................................. 1 

Members as of September 1, 2003 ....... 489 + 
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Cyril Dulin Remembered 
Cy's Farewell will take place at St. George's Crematorium, Geneva, on Thursday, 

28th August at 15: 14. I would like Cy's Farewell to be infonnal. There will be no 
officials, except the ushers, who will be in attendance at the beginning and the end to 
make any announcements, such as the place for the "verre d'adieu", which will be at 
the bar restaurant St. George et Capucin, opposite the crematorium. 

During the Farewell, Cy's most-played CD, Schubert's Trout Quintet, will be played 
as gentle background music. 

Cy's cousin and his daughter are coming over from E ngland and Robert will read 
a small selection from the Kadesh, to remind us of Cy's Jewish heritage. I think it 
would be nice if this started the Farewel l. Kurt Kossin will then read a personal tribute 
to Cy, from a long-time American friend. After that I hope that more of you will make 
your own contributions. If anyone wants to do this, would they please let Fred Yazgi 
know beforehand, so that he can see that things run smoothly. 

Because Cy adored flowers, there will be a small floral token as an expression of 
our love. At a later date, Cy's ashes will be scattered in the Alpine Garden in Meyrin. 
Lars Bjomqvist, Cy's very dear Swedish friend, has already shown a desire to know 
where this will be, so he can quietly pay his respects when he comes to Geneva at the 
end of September. 

I have been greatly touched by the sympathy offered to me, often by people I have 
only heard of through Cy. 

Gail 

Robert J. Joyce Named 
Distinguished Philatelic Texan 

The Distinguished Philatelic Texan 
award is the highest award the Texas Phila
telic Association (TPA) can present to a 
TPA member. In the opinion of the surviv
ing recipients, the candidate should best 
represent the ideals and goals of the orga
nization and has made a positive contribu
tion to the advancement of philately in 
Texas 

The current Distinguished Philate)jc 
Texans are the following: Edwin F. 
Christman, Jr.; Warren H. Crain; Nonie 
Green; Lee C. Scamp; William K. 
McDaniel; James W. Bowman; Rex H. 
Stever; Gale J. Raymond; Jane King Fohn; 
Romaine Flanagin; Jay B. Stotts; Barbara 
Stever; Gordon G. B leuler; and Lyle 
Boardman. 

This year's recipient is Robert J. Joyce 
of San Antonio. He deserves this recogni
tion for his many contributions over an 
extended number of years. They are not 
only to TPA, but also to philately in gen
eral, and, its advancement in the state of 
Texas. 

He is a life member of many organiza
tions both within and outside of the State 

of Texas. Mr. Joyce is a Life Member of 
the Souvenir Card Collectors' Society, and 
maintains an extensive collection of sou
venir cards produced by the Bureau of En
graving and Printing, United States Postal 
Service, American Bank.note Company, 
United Nations, etc. He conducts seminars 
on available card material. 

Mr. Joyce is a life member of the San 
Antonio Philatelic Association (SAPA). He 
has served five terms as president (more 
than any other living member). He was 
Show Committee Chairman in 1988, 1991 
and 1996. The latter two were national
level shows with the 1996 holding the all
time American Philatelic Society record for 
the number of frames at a national-level 
show: 42 l. Mr. Joyce presents local pro
grams to enhance SAPA members' phila
telic knowledge. 

Robert Joyce is a life member of the 
Eire Philatelic Association (EPA). He has 
served on the Board of Directors for five 
years and continues to serve at present. He 
has been the assistant editor of The Re
vealer, journal of the EPA for eighteen 

(continued on page 35) 
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The Mystery of the "IRELAND" Handstamps 
CONTINUED FROM SUMMER ISSUE 

by Colin Breddy 

Reprinted from The Collectors Club Philf'leiist with permission of the author. 

The 45mm Handstamp Apparently 
Disappears 

In early 1787 something el.se happened. 
On the front of a letter I have of May 9, 
1787. there is a small "DUBLIN" mark and, 
very unusual for a letter from Dublin to 
London, there is absolutely no sign of an 
"IRELAND" mark. For a few months in 
1787 letters originating in Dublin had this 
small "DUBLIN" mark struck on the front 
instead of the 45mm "IRELAND" mark. 
Since the previous use of this handstamp 
had ended some thirty-five years earlier, 
the most satisfactory explanation for this 
is that it was necessary because the 45mm 
"IRELAND" handstamp was unavailable. 
So far, the latest known usage of the small 
"DUBLIN" mark is on a letter to London 
dated August 11. 1787 (fig. 5). In fact, dur
ing May and June, letters to Scotland from 
Dublin via Belfast and Donaghadee re-

have confirmed the origin of the letter while 
the "IRELAND" handstamp was unavail
able. Was the 45mm handstamp sent to 
London at this time? rn fact I have recently 
realized that. during fifteen years of col
lecting this material, I have been unable to 
acquire, locate, or even record any evidence 
of the 45mm "IRELAND" handstamp be
ing used anywhere between January 1787 
and March 1790. Indeed, currently I can
not find any letters from Dublin co London 
without the mark during this time. Until 
more evidence is found, I am unable to 
conclude where the handstamp was during 
this period. 
The End of the 40mm Handstamp 

The 40mm handstamp continued to be 
struck in black ink on the back of letters 
passing through Belfast until at least April 
1790. At some point, shortly after this, the 
40mm "IRELAND" disappeared from use 

'-:;• .. 
Fig. 5 : Dublin to London, posted in Dublin on 11 August 1787, 

with small DUBLIN struck in black ink on the front. No rRELAND 

ceived both the "DUBLIN" mark on the 
front and the 40mm "IRELAND" mark on 
the back. This had stopped by November, 
and the usage of the 40mm hands tamp con
tinued as before. 

These letters, showing the short tenn 
re-use of the small "DUBLIN" mark, sup
port the theory that the 45mm "IRELAND" 
handstamp disappeared at this time. The 
presence of the "DUBLIN" mark would 

entirely, and all letters sent via Donaghadee 
had no special handstamp applied at all. 
The practice of using red ink at 
Donaghadee for unpaid charges continued 
until 1824. 

Once again I believe that these two 
marks, the 40mm long "IRELAND" and 
the 45mm long "IRELAND" struck in 
black ink, during this period, should be 
quite definitely added to the list of Trish 
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postmarks. 
The Reappearance of the 45mm 
Handstamp 

The 45mm mark reappears, still being 
struck in black ink, on a letter I have of 
27th March 1790, from Dublin to London. 
I am sure, because of the color of the ink 
used, that the handstamp was by this time 
being applied in London. By using trans
parent overlays, I am also quite sure that 
this is exactly the same handsuimp that was 
used in Dublin. Where it had been and why 
it began to be used again has not yet been 
established. If the handstamp had actually 
been out of service during this period, then 
it seems very likely that its reappearance 
was due to some new requirement. Was it 
now being used to check on the number of 
letters arriving in London from Dublin or 
merely as an added indication of their ori
gin? 

At least up to January 1787, letters from 
towns beyond Dublin traveling to London 
and places beyond London by the Dublin 
to Holyhead packet, had the 45mm "IRE
LAND" mark struck on them. In early 1787 
this ceased to happen and after that the 

"IRELAND" mark is only ever 
found on letters originating in 
Dublin. Possibly this happened be-
cause these letters from other places 
all displayed a town name stamp on 
the front. 

Although most letters from 
Dublin to cities and towns in En
gland circulated through London, 
some were sent directly from 
Chester, as the cross-posts devel
oped, to towns in the West Country, 
the Midlands, and the North. This 
type of letter is quite rare, but when 
they are found they do not have the 
"lRELAND" mark struck on them. 
For letters not passing to or through 
London the "All-in" rate of 6d. cov
ered the charge to Chester only, and 
an additional charge was made for 
the distance from C hester to the des

tination. 
I have several letters from Dublin to 

London. or beyond, bearing the 45mm 
"IRELAND" mark struck in black at Lon
don during April and May of 1790, and a 
Jetter, with a London datestamp of August 
11, 1790, which is currently the latest 
known normal usage of the 45mm "IRE
LAND" handstamp struck in black ink. 
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The Change to Red Ink 
Al some point in late 1790 or early 1791 

another major change took place. The 
4Smm "IRELAND" handstamp ceased to 
be applied in black ink and from then on 
all normal strikes are in red ink. So far, a 
letter with a London datestamp of March 
14, 1791, is the earliest recorded usage of 
the mark in this color, although the actual 
color of this strike seems to be a transi
tional stage between black and red. Why 
this change of color occurred has not yet 
been determined. It certainly appears to 
coincide with the withdrawal ofthe40mm 
type at Donaghadee. Perhaps there was a 
subtle change of purpose in the usage of 
the handstamp s ince the use of red ink at 
London at that time was confined to Post 
Paid and Free handstamps, and most town 
name stamps were applied in black. 

Was red ink used to give a ''higher pro
file" to letters from Dublin? Could the 
shockwaves created by the French Revo
lution of 1789 and the formation in 179 I 
of Wolfe Tone's "Society of United 
lrishmen," with its avowed aim of persuad
ing the French to invade Ireland, led to a 
"political" need to track Irish letters? Far
fetched perhaps, but bear in mind that the 
Traitorous Correspondence Bill was passed 
only two years later in 1793. 

Another pertinent change that occurred 
on June I, 1791. was the introduction of a 
code letter on the London datestamp. Al
though different datestamp code letters are 
found, careful examination of the 4Smm 
"rRELAND" marks, using a transparent 
overlay, confirms that only one such 
hands tamp existed because au of the strikes 
are virtually identical-although varying 
in clarity and intensity. h 
has been stated that the 
code letters of the London 
datestamps introduced in 
1791 referred to different 
tables, in the Inland Office, 
a t which the letters were 
sorted and datestamped. I 
have found letters and or
ders in the London ar
chives that indicate that 
different tables for the in
coming morning mail duty 
were not introduced until 
January 1798, when a dif
ferent arrival datestamp 
was also introduced. This 
earlier datestamp has been 
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recorded with code letters from A to E, and 
all of these have been found used in con
junction with the "IRELAND" mark. They 
are obviously not related to the days of the 
week and probably relate to different 
stampers. 

"Free" Letters and the "IRELAND" 
Handstamp 

Here is a very fine strike of the 4Smm 
"IRELAND" mark in red on a letter 
datestamped July 22, 1791, code A (fig. 6). 
Parliamentary franking was not allowed on 
letters between Ireland and Britain from 
August 1784 to June 1802, which accounts 
for the comparative scarcity of "Free" let
ters from Dublin during this period. It also 
explains the charge levied on this letter 
which is quite clearly addressed to an M.P. 
Where franked letters from Dublin are 
found, they do not carry the "IRELAND" 
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mark, presumably because there was no 
unpaid postage to account for. In fact, I 
have only ever found two franked covers 
bearing an "IRELAND" mark, both from 
the early 1800s and which are described 
later. The "IRELAND" handstamp was 
evidently not normally used on franked 
letters. 
The Waterford to Milford Packet Service 
and the 'IRELAND" Handstamp 

In 1788 a new packet route had com
menced between Waterford, in southern 
"IRELAND," and Milford, in Wales. With 
one known exception, letters by this route 
were not handstamped with the "lRE
LAND" mark on arrival in London. This 
was possibly because they generally bore 
a town name stamp and also because they 
would have arrived in a different bag. The 
packet rate on this route was set at 6d. per 

~~.~~'\?~\~· 

··' 



Page 30 

" . 

single sheet plus Lhe Irish and English 
charges. However, there was a proviso that 
the charge on letters to London was not to 
exceed the Dublin to London rate via 
Holyhead. This letter (fig. 7), dated inter
nally July 24, 1794. bearing both a 
"WATERFORD" town mark and a 45mm 
red "IRELAND" mark, was sent by the 
Waterford to Milford packet, the route be
ing confinned by the absence of a Dublin 
datestamp and also by the 6d. rate. This 
means that the letter can only have received 
the 45mm "TRELAND" mark on arrival in 
London that absolutely confirms that this 
handstamp was in London by this date. This 
is the only known cover, sent by this route. 
with this mark. Unusually, there is no Lon
don arrival datestamp on the back. 
Other Usages 

This letter of December I 0, 1794, 
Dublin to London re-posted to Tuam (fig. 
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8) provides more evidence of the possible 
purpose of the "lRELAND" handstamps. 
This letter received the 45mm red "l RE
LAND" mark on arrival in London, and it 
was then paid for and re-posted to Ireland. 
The significant fact is that the "IRELAND'" 
mark was crossed out, presumably when 
the letter was re-posted, confirming that it 
was associated with accounting for unpaid 
postage on letters from Ireland to Britain. 

From January I , 1795. the London 
datestamps used for the morning duty and 
evening duty were distinguished by single 
and double outer rims. From this date until 
January 1798, only the code letters A to C 
are recorded for the single rim, morning 
duty, datestamp. So far. the 45mm red 
"IRELAND" mark has on ly been found in 
conjunction with London datestamp code 
letters A and B between January 1795 and 
January 1798. 

Fig. 9 : Dublin to London. arriving on Sunday 
3rd Man:h 1799 with a very fine 38mm long 
S / IRELAND struck in red ink on the front. 
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Although the 45mm "TRELAND" 
handstamp had normally ceased being 
struck in black ink in early 179 I, I have 
one on a letter datestamped January 20, 
1797, code B, which was quite definitely 
struck in black ink. Th.is is not oxidization 
of red ink, but occurred either as a resuh 
of the wrong inkpad being used or because 
there was no red ink pad available, at that 
desk, on that day. 
The Small Sized "S/IRELAND" 
Handstamp 

The great rarity of the "IRELAND" 
handstamps and irrefutable proof of the 
place where it was applied: I have a letter 
that arrived in London on Sunday, Febru
ary 2 1. 1798, and received an entirely new 
38mm long "SI IRELAND" mark, where 
the "S" signified a Sunday arrival. Before 
1798 mail arriving in London on Sunday 
was held over until Monday for sorting, but 
from this time on officers auended on a 
Sunday to sort any mail that arrived 
(mainly from Ireland), and a new datestamp 
with the code letter S outside was also used. 
Examples of this London Sunday 
datcstamp are very scarce, and even rarer 
is the "S I TRELAND'" mark of which this 
is the earliest known example. From June 
17, 1798. letters arriving from Ireland on a 
Sunday could be collected from the "Win
dow" of the Post Office in Lombard Street 
(this special service was probably provided 
because of the Irish Rebelliion that began 
in early 1798), and this was announced in 
the newspapers. 1s Here is another- and 
perhaps the very finest -strike of the 
38mm red "S / lRELAND" mark applied 
in London on Sunday, Marc h 3, 1799, al
beit on an unfortunately water damaged 
cover (fig. 9). This is the latest known us-

age of this mark so it appears that it 
was either irreparably damaged, or 
lost. soon after this. This small "SI 
IRELAND" handstamp was not dis
covered and recorded until the early 
1980s. So far, only four covers bear
ing this mark have been recorded. 

A report to Francis Freeling 
shows that more than 20,000 letters 
arrived in London from Ireland via 
Dublin and Holyhead during Janu
ary 1798, almost one in six of these 
arrived at the Inland Office on a Sun
day.11 This gives some indication of 
how few of these letters have sur
vived. 

But why was a special 
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handstamp required for Irish letters that 
arrived in London on a Sunday? Why 
wasn't the application of the ordinary 
45mm handstamp in conjunction with the 
newly introduced "S" (for Sunday) 
datestamp sufficient? Perhaps the introduc
tion of another handstamp was just bureau
cratic and technological overkill, a sort of 
18th century "toys for boys" syndrome. On 
the other hand, as I suggested earlier, there 
may have been deeper, non-postal, reasons 
for marking these letters. 
London Inland Office Sowing Table Codes 

In January 1798, seven tables, listed as 
A to G were brought into service at the In
land Office in London to deal with the in
coming mail. Each of these was given a 
new type of London datestamp with a 
matching code letter outside of the circle. 
Normally the Irish letters were dealt with 
at Table A. 11 Significantly, a letter show
ing a London datestamp, AP/6/98, has the 
code B (letter sorted at Table B), and there 
is no sign of an "IRELAND" mark. This is 
evidence that at this time there was only 
one 45mm "IRELAND" handstamp avail
able and that it was held at Table A. 
Another Small Handstamp 

Fairly recently I have discovered that, 
at least by May 30, 1798, an entirely new 
43mm long type of "IRELAND" 
handstamp was being used in conjunction 
with a code A datestamp. Again the use of 
transparent overlays has shown that the 
mark on the front of this particular cover 
is quite distinctly smaller in length and 
shorter in height than the normal 45mm 
mark. So far this is the earliest known us
age of this new 43mm type that has not 
previously been recorded. 
Although this new 43mm 
type had been introduced, an-
other letter with the London 
datestamp of October 1, 
1798, code A, clearly shows 
that the 45mm type had not 
been permanently lost or de
stroyed at this time, although 
this is the latest known date 
on which it has so far been 
found. 
Irrefutable Information about 
the Introduction of the 
68mm "IRELAND" 
Handstamp 

Earlier I stated that only 
two direct references to the 
"IRELAND" handstamps 
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had so far been found in the London Ar
chives, and I make no apology for repro
ducing them in full because of their great 
significance. From The Presidents Order 
Book, vol. 247, page 142 

26th February 1799 
When Mr. S was lately in the Inland 

Office on account of the late arrival of the 
Mails, he recollects being told that the 
lrisb Stamp for the Morning Letters bad 
been discontinued at the A Table. Mr. S 
presumes that no Clerk or Messenger 
could have done this of their own accord 
& therefore trusts that the Presidents will 
account for it & give immediate & posi
tive advice for all that the Irish letters to 
be stamped as usual. There is no estimat
ing what losses may have been sustained 
to the revenue as many allowances have 
been made by the Deputys, not knowing 
from whence lhe letter came. 
And alongside this 

Williams the Messenger says the lrish 
Letters inwards have not been stamped for 
about two months, that he discontinued it 
nt the desire of Mr. Cook & Mr. Brown
ing who he understood had communicated 
with Mr. Thinger respecting it. 

And then nine days later - on page 162 
7th March 1799 
Mr. Stow has ordered a Stamp to be 

given to the Stamper of each Table for the 
Irish letters & requests that the Presidents 
will see that the Dublin letters are always 
stamped in the manner they used to be 
formerly. 
And then alongside this a comment 

from an unknown source: 
I think if the Irish Stamp had been 

only half as large it would have answered 
the purpose better. 
What a wonderful understatement- the 

earliest recorded example of usage for this 
new handstamp is March 18, 1799, and this 

•. 
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letter (fig. I 0) shows exactly how large this 
new handstamp was! At 68mm long, this 
new type was significantly larger than any 
other, single line, handstamp ever used by 
the British Post Office and why it was nec
essary, or desirable, to use such a large 
handstamp is another unsolved part of the 
mystery. Possibly Daniel Stowe - the "Mr 
S." of the order- was just making sure that 
the clerks didn't lose it again. 

This next cover from Dublin to Lon
don (fig. 11 ) is possibly unique. There is 
no dispatch or arrival datestamp present, 
but the correct manuscript rate of 8d. con
firms its carriage by the Post Office and 
internally it is dated August 24, 1799. 
Whatever the reason was for the lack of an 
arrival mark, it also appears that the "IRE
LAND" handstamp was not available ei
ther - but apparently so important was its 
presence that the post office clerk who dealt 
with it wrote the word "IRELAND" in 
block capitals in the top right hand corner 
clearly imitating the handstamp. He was 
probably terrified of what Mr. S. would say 
if it went out unmarked! 
The Large Sized "S/IRELAND" 
Handstamp 

The apparent loss of the earlier small 
sized "S I IRELAND" handstamp was ob
viously so serious that another completely 
new "S I IRELAND" handstamp for the 
Sunday service was brought into use in late 
1799. Once again, this example, 
datestamped December 29, 1799 (fig. 12), 
with a 2-digit year numeral datestamp, code 
"S," is a very rare strike. This is one of only 
two recorded examples from l 799. The 
earlier example being dated November 17, 
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1799. When the sing le circle London 
datestamps were introduced in July 1799, 
the color of ink used was changed to red 
but the year numeral remained as '2 digits. 

This "S I IRELAND" handstamp ap
pears to be almost identical to the 68mm 
type with a letter "S" above. InitiaHy it was 
not known whether this was an entirely 
separate new handstamp or a composite 
type with an S being inserted, in a frame, 
above the normal 68mm type. Careful ex
amination of this and later examples indi
cates that this was a new handstamp, since 
it is quite definitely slightly shorter than 
the 68mm "IRELAND." 

With the start of the n.ew century, the 
datestamps in both Dublin and London 
were given four-digit year numerals. 
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The Final Addition - the 57mm "IRELAND" 
Handstamp 

This letter, dated February 3, 1801 (fig. 
J 3 ), is another very rare and important 
cover. Firstly because it bears the earliest 
known example of usage of the 57mm long 
red "IRELAND" handstarnp, and secondly 
because, for some unknown reason, this 
handstamp was applied to a Free letter. 
Since subsequent letters show that at least 
two of the previous "IRELAND" 
hands tamps were sti ll in use, it appears that 
another new handstamp was required, pos
sibly due to the increasing volume of let
ters. 

It seems that this new bandstamp was 
also issued to Table A because examples 
on ordinary unpaid covers are only found 

Fig. 12 : Dublin to London. arriving on Sunday 29th December 
1799 showing a good strike of the large, 66 mm long i.-----.;-{: ___ _ 

S / IRELAND struck in red ink on the front. '-' 
;: On the reverse is a very fine S I DEC29/99 circular datestamp. !'.· 
.... 

., 
~ 
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' :, 

Fall 2003 

with the London 'A' code datestamp -
possibly in place of the 68mm type that I 
have not yet been able to record for 180 I , 
1802, or 1803. Despite not being able to 
find examples of the ordinary 68mm 
"IRELAND" mark during this period, the 
large "SI IRELAND" mark continued to 
be used, and so far the latest positively 
identified usage of this particular type is 
July 18, I 802. 

A new set of postal rates was intro
duced on April 5, 180 I. There was now 
a specific packet rate of 2d. per single 
sheet for the Dublin to Holyhead cross
ing, and the distance traveled in Britain 
was fully charged fo r, but sti ll the 
handstamps continued to be used. 

Although the 43mm "IRELAND" 
handstamp seems to have been replaced 
for all normal usage by the 68mm "IRE

LAND" handstamp. it was evidently not 
lost because here it occurs again on a letter 
of January 16, 1802, from Leighlinbridge 
to Dublin, redirected to London (fig. 14). 
This late usage of a small handstamp is 
quite rare, and possibly this 43mm type was 
only used where there was something un
usual about the postal charges applied to 
the letter. So far, on I y three instances of late 
usage of the 43mm type have been identi
fied, all during the first quarter of 1802. One 
of these is the second known instance of an 
"IRELAND" handstamp being used on a 
franked Jetter, whilst the third and latest is 
datestamped March 18, 1802. It has only 
been found in conjunction with a code let
ter A dateslamp. However, it is quite clear 
that at this time there were at least two and 
possibly three ordinary types of "IRE
LAND" handstamp and one Sunday type 
all being used concurrently. 
Usage of the 57mm "IRELAND" 
Handstamp on Sundays 

The latest recorded use of the large 
65mm "S I rRELAND" handstamp is cur
rently July 18, 1802, and after this the or
dinary 57mm "IRELAND" handstamp was 
used on mail arriving on Sundays. So far 
the earliest recorded use of this on a Sun
day, in conjunction with a London "code S 
for Sunday" arrival datestamp, is Decem
ber 16, 1804. Further examples of both 
types need to be found in order to ascer
tain the actual changeover date. The 57mm 
"IRELAND" handstamp has, with one ex
ception, so far only been found in conjunc
tion with the London arrival datestamp 
codes A and S. This indicates that there was 
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probably only a single 57mm "IRELAND" 
handstamp that was located at Table A. 

A cover, with the London dates tamp for 
July 12, 1804, code F, shows tbe 68mm 
type reappearing again, at Table F, after an 
apparent break of three years. A note in the 
Order Book, dated January 14, 180 I, re
fers to the Irish Mails only being dealt with 
at Tables A, C, and F. So far, the 68mm 
type has been found in conjunction with 
the letter A up to 1800, A and C in 1800, 
and then C and F from 1804 on. It would 
appear that the 57mm type was kept at the 
main Table A with the code leuer A 
datestamps, and the larger 68mm size was 
probably only used when the volume of 
mail required other tables to be used. This 
might explain the relative scarcity of the 
large size marks after the medium size was 
introduced in 1801. The latest positively 
identified usage of the 68mm type so far is 
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January 1809. 
Occasionally mistakes occurred which 

resulted in unusual applications of the 
bandstamp. On a cover with the London 
datestampNDEC14/1807, both the 57mm 
"IRELAND" mark and the London 
datestamp have been struck in black ink 
instead of the usual red. While all of the 
London datestamps were norrnal'ly struck 
in red ink during this period, some other 
instructional marks such as "More to Pay" 
and "Postage to London not paid" were 
usually struck in black ink, so black ink 
pads would have been present at the sort
ing tables. 

Another remarkable error. At first the 
cover appeared to be the only recorded in
stance of the 68mm hands tamp being used 
on a Sunday si nee the London datestamp 
was "S/AUG 2/1808." However, when a 
perpetual almanac was used to check the 
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day it was found that August 2, 1808, was 
a Tuesday. The "S" handstamp had been 
set up for use on the wrong day, further 
evidence that the 68mm handstamp was 
probably only used when large volumes of 
mail arrived necessitating the use of sev
eral tables. 

A disproportionately large number of 
the covers found during this period show a 
Sunday arrival datestamp. The reason for 
this is not known, and it may only repre
sent the collecting interests of earlier postal 
historians. 

A cover with the London datestamp CI 
2 FE 2 I 1810 (i.e., code C) is the only one 
that I have discovered so far with a Lon
don datestamp code other than A or S used 
in conjunction with the 57mm handstamp. 
In this case, the ink of both the 57mm "IRE
LAND" mark and the London datestamp 
is heavily oxidized, further proof that they 
were applied at the same time. A cover 
bearing the latest known usage of the 
57mm "IRELAND" handstamp in red was 
posted in Dublin on the same day as the 
previous letter but, since it bears a Dub I in 
"TOO LATE" mark, obviously missed the 
Tuesday evening packet and consequently 
arrived in London a day later, receiving the 
datestamp A/ 3 FE 3 I 1810. 

Perhaps it is fitting that the very latest 
cover that I have ever identified with an 
"IRELAND" mark is once again a mystery. 
This letter has both the 57mm "IRELAND" 
mark and the London "code S for Sunday" 
dates tamp, S I 6 MY 6 I 1810 struck in 
black ink instead of the normal red, prob
ably due to a mistake. 
The End of the Line 

The "IRELAND" handstamps ceased 
being used in 1810. This date appears to 
coincide with the opening of a "British 
Mail Office" in Dublin, which had been 
established as a result of the efforts of 
Lord Cloncarty (Joint Irish Postmaster 
General 1807-09) to improve the Irish 
Post Office. The records do not identify 
a reason or even seem to show an order 
instructing the clerks to stop applying the 
handstamp. Thus the end of this fasci
nating and still largely unexplained as
pect of Irish and British postal history is 
just as much a mystery as the beginning. 

I would appeal to all collectors who 
have examples of the usage of these 
handstamps, or ocher relevant covers 
from this period, to contact me with de
tails. Given that it is extremely unlikely 
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that any fu rther archival refer
ences will come to light, it is only 
by gathering further eyidence 
from actual covers that this "mys
tery" wi ll ever be solved. Direct 
contact by email to: 
coUnbreddy@aol.com or via this 
publication wi ll always be an
swered. Thank you. 
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6. Robson Lowe, The 
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Lowe, Ltd., 1948). 62. 
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IDENTIFICATION OUTLINES FOR THE "IRELAND" HANDSTAMPS 
Including lateet known debllle H •t Jenuary 2003 

45MM LONG 

APPLIED IN DUBLIN IN PALE CLARET INK 
EKD- 4 Oct 1784 LKD • 29 Nov 1784 

APPLIED IN DUBLIN IN BLACK INK 
EKO- 13 Oec 1784 LKO • HI Jan 1787 

APPLIED IN LONDON IN BLACK INK 
EKO • 27 Mar 1790 LKO • 11Aug1790 

APPLIED IN L ONDON IN RED INK 
EKD • 14 Mar 1791 LKD - 1Oct1798 
1 cover known In black for 20 Jan 1797, 

due to wrong inkpad being uaed 

43MM ~lRJElLAJMIQ) LONG 

SMALL s 'SUNDAY' 
TYPE KRIEJLAND 38MM 
LONG 

40MMLONG 

liRELANIJD 
APPLIED IN DUBLIN IN PALE CLARET INK 
EKO • 22 Sep 1784 LKO • 4 Oct 1784 

APPLIED IN DUBLIN IN BLACK INK 
EKO • 23 Feb 1785 LKO • 26 Sep 17BS 

APPLIED IN BELFAST IN BLACK INK 
EKD - 29 Jun 1786 LKO • 14 Apr 1790 

APPLIED IN LONDON IN RED INK 
EKD - 30 May 1798 U<O • 18 Mar 1802 

APPLIED IN LONDON IN RED INK 
EKO • 25 Feb 1798 LKO • 8 Mar 1799 

68MM 

TIRElANID 
APPLIED IN LONDON IN RED INK 

LONG Et<O • 18 Mar 1799 LKO- ? J!an 1809 

LARGE APPLIED IN L ONDON IN RED INK 

'SUNDAY' s EKO • 24 Nov 1799 LKO • 18 Jul 1802 

TYPE 
66MM 
LONG 

57MM 
LONG 

TIRElANJD 
IT R E L A N D 

APPLIED IN LONDON IN REDt INK 
LI EKO • 7 Feb 1801 Lt<O • 3 Feb 1810 

APPLIED IN L ONDON IN BLACK INK 
EKO • 14 Dec 1807 LKO • 6 May 1810 

Theae 2 black strilcea are due to the 
wrong lnkpad being u&ed. 

Note • the earliest known usege of a London ·s· (for Sunday) circular datestamp in conjunction 
with this 57 mm handatamp is 16 Dec 1804 

7. David Feldman and William Kane, Handbook of Irish Postal History to I 840 (Dublin: David Feldman, Ltd., 1975), 2426. 

8. Barrie Jay, The British County Catalogue of Postal History, Vol. 3 - London (1983) (London: R.M. Wilcocks, 1983), 23. 

9. Mairead Reynolds, A History of the Irish Post Office (Dublin: MacDonnell Whyte, Ltd., 1983), 28-33. 

10. British Post Office Archives, Post 15. vols. 154-156. 

11. British Post Office Archives, Post 14. vols. 238-266, vols. 362-372, and vol. 390. AU volumes searched, specific references are 
vol. 245:61-220, vol. 363: 116- 140 and vol. 364: 182-244. 

12. Herbert Joyce, History of the Post Office from its Establishment Down to 1836 (London[?]: 1893), 378. 

13. David Robinson, For the Port and Carriage of Letters (Scotland: pub'd. by author, 1990), 54. 

14. Jean Farrugia, A Guide to Post Office Archives ( 1986 ), 1-8. 

15. Michel M. Raguin, British Post Office Notices 1666-1899, Vol. I Pre-1800 (publisher, etc., unknown), 202. 
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An Official Mail Cover from 
Dublin, Ireland to the Azores 

by William O'Connor 
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Michael Q: ~·wasner Eaq., 
H-102,.eanta ltita, BA-4, 
La;lea , 
Teroa1ra,. 
Aaoree ,: 
t>o~ugal. .• 

I do not see too many official govern
ment covers from Ireland here in sunny 
southern California. In fact, I do not be
lieve that I have a cover actually addressed 
to someone here in our state; this does not 
count the post office official business deal
ing with the philatelic interests of collec
tors. A cover did come my way a few weeks 
ago which is official. was sent to an inter
esting location, and has a stamp attached 
in order to send the letter via aimrnil. 

ROBERT J. JOYCE 
(continued from page 27) 

years; he has written articles, constructed 
word puzzles, and proofread seventy-two 
continuous issues duri.ng that time. In 1996, 
he was honored with the John J. Clark 
Award for exemplary service to EPA. 

He is a life member of the TPA. Rob
ert Joyce served as president for the four 
years between 1998 and 2002. During this 
period he turned around an eight-year de
cline in membership: first year, stopped the 
decline; second year, slight membership 
gain; and third year, increased membership 
to over one-hundred new dues-paying 
members. 

Mr. Joyce revised the TPA Foundation 
By-Laws to reflect how the Foundation is 
presently operated. He established a TPA 
website to publicize vital information about 
the TPA, and linked it to the TEXPEX show 
committee's website. He sponsored im
proved dues collection procedures and 
more efficient accounting methods. The 
TPA awards program was reviewed and re-

It was most fortunate that the Golden 
Book of the Eire Philatelic Association has 
been published. This enabled me to check 
the subject index to the Revealer to see 
what has been written concerning Official 
Mail of Ireland. A wonderful series of ar
ticles by Richard J. Swords in 1982 and 
1983 gives a tremendous amount of infor
mation. The cover shown was posted by 
the Customs and Excise Department in 
Dublin in 1972; the letters and numbers 

introduced two longtime awards for recruit
ing and literature. The TPA slide programs 
were inventoried and transferred to the 
American Philatelic Society (poor circula
tion within TPA). He continues to serve 
TPA as immediate past president and as 
chairman of the TPA Constitution and By
Laws Committee. 

There is a short story about Robert J. 
Joyce's entry into the Texas Philatelic As
sociation. In the year preceding his elec
tion to the presidency, Secretary Romaine 
Flanagin did not have a presidential candi
date. She approached Mr. Joyce and asked 
him "if he would like to run," and he ac
cepted tbe position. Then it was discovered 
that he was not a member. Accordingly, 
extraordinary measures bad to be used to 
list him in The Texas Philatelist and get 
membership approval one month before 
announcing his candidacy for president. He 
is the only member who joined TPA spe
cifically to run for the presidency. 

After using his extraordfoary manage
ment talents to shape the Texas Philatelic 
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located in the top left part of the envelope 
attest to this. The printed mark in the top 
right corner of the envelope in a circle says, 
lOCTHA GO h-OIFIGIUJL, which means 
officially paid. The Gallic writing in the 
lower left corner of the envelope gives in
formation I believe concerning if mail is 
not delivered. The stamp on the cover is 
the 1972 6 pence Europa stamp, which pre
sumably paid the postage to Terceira, 
Azores. 

All the other official covers that I pos
ses, which are all addressed to the United 
States of America, have postage in addi
tion to the officially paid stamp mark. I 
assume these covers for the most part are 
used in country, and if sent out of country, 
the appropriate postage is paid. Interest
ingly, the cover shown in Mr. Swords' ar
ticle, Vol. 32, No 1, Whole No 147, is ad
dressed to Scotland from Dublin, and has 
no additional postage. Perhaps one of our 
readers knows if some countries have 
agreements with each other in this field of 
collecting. I believe an update in this area 
of our hobby is in order, and I hope some
one in our readership will take the chal
lenge to look more into this fascinating 
collecting area of Ireland. + 

Association, Robert Joyce now can sit back 
and enjoy his membership im the Associa
tion he helped to reorganize. 

Mr. Joyce is also active in veterans' or
ganizations, local political organizations, 
and charities. He is a life member of the 
Air Force Aid Society; the Retired Offic
ers Association, now known as the National 
Association of Uniformed Services; the 
National Defense Transportation Associa
tion, having been president three times; and 
several other organizations. 

He is a charter member of the local 
People On Watch group and managed the 
run for mayor of a well-known local fe
male candidate. He continues to pursue 
political goals in the San Antonio area. He 
was also president of the Kelly-Lackland 
Rotary Club while a member. 

Robert Joyce supports innumerable 
charity organizations at Local, state and 
national levels. All in all, Robert J. Joyce 
is an active member of the organizations 
that he joins, and works hard to do what is 
best for our nation. + 
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Watermarked Paper For Irish Definitives 
by C.l.Dulin, Geneva 

There has always been considerable 
mystery as to who supplied the paper for 
firs t a nd s ubseque nt issues of Irish 
definitives. The late Edward Fitzgerald ·was 
probably the best expert on these matters 
and had looked for differences using ultra
violet light but without ever reaching ab
solute conclusions. It was not simply a 
question of what differences may have ex
isted, but also where the paper came from 
(although this could be narrowed down to 
either a British or an Irish source). 

We know that, unquestionably, the pa
per for the first printings (and perforating) 
of the Irish definitives were made at Dublin 
Castle on paper supplied by M essrs Joyson 
&: Son of St. Mary Cray, Kent, in England. 
The gumming of the paper was also made 
in England by De La Rue. Plates for this 
were made at The Royal Mint, at that time 
situated by the Tower of London in En
gland. 

In April 1923, a printing was made 

(again at Dublin Castle) on the 2d value 
alone and was registered as being on 
"McDonnell's (Irish Made) paper". 

At some later stage it wouJd appear that, 
poss ibly among others, the Iri sh 
S wiftbrook Paper Mi Us Ltd had a contract 
for at least four years between 1929 and 
1933. 

As is well known, the Irish authorities 
had a deliberate policy of using Irish prod
ucts wherever it was feasible to do so. This, 
in most cases, was the guiding principle 
even if the local product was more expen
sive than an imported one. In 1933, a re
view was undertaken to decide who should 
be given the next paper supply contract. 

This review also gives an insight into 
the amount of paper that was being used to 
print postage stamps at this period. IL is be
lieved (although this is not absolutely cer
tain) that the quantities were for a year's 
supply. The acruaJ amounts were 5-112 tons 
of watennarked paper for postage stamps 

London & Dublin Parcel Office 
by C. /.Du/in, Geneva 

The 1830s represented the hey- locked under one of the rear wheels 
day for mail coaches in the British but which often was torn free after 
Isles. By the mid- l 830s, there were limited use. 
no less than 700 Royal Mail The Mail coaches represented 
coaches and 3,500 stage coaches in a substantial part of the work force. 
regular service. Moreover. they run At their peak a total of 30,000 men 
to tight time tables and even in in- were employed (using no Jess than 
clement weather had a reputation 150,000 horses). However, with the 
for punctuality and speed. comi ng of the railways in the 

Of all the routes, the fastest was 1840s, the coaches disappeared 
the London M ail (or Holylhead from the roads. 
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sheets and 1/4 ton of watermarked paper 
for roll (sic) stamps. The proportion of 
sheet to coil stamps (a surprising 22 to 1) 
seems to indicate that coil stamps ought to 
be more common than is usuaJly assumed 
or found . 

In any case, it appears as though the 
Swiftbrook company in theirfour-yearcon
tracl had been given preference allhougb 
their prices were usually above those of 
comparable British produces. The differ
ences were 17.45, nil, 8.9 and 18.75 for 
the years 1929, 1930, 1931 and 1932 re
spectively. This, apparently, the Irish au
thorities could live with. The 1933 quotes 
were a different matter. PonaJs (J. Allen 
Sons) Ltd., an English company (who also 
supplied paper to the British Post Office) 
had quoted a price of £5 I .6.8 per ton as 
against a Swiftbrook price of £66.10.0. 
These prices were both lower than those 
quoted in late 1932 in initial negotiations 
viz.£56 v. £71 per ton. 

The overall general policy was lo give 
preference to Irish material up to 20% in 

(continued on page 43) 

Mail when it ran in the opposite di- On the longer routes, especially 
rection). The distance of26 I miles the Dublin to London, more par-

ruc:u J'Oa P.U1111110SU UCtra&D nr DOllUX. Ollll.1' 
AT TRU ornCJt. .... ......,.. __ i.- uawa a .. 
11.,.t ....... ~ ...,,_ . 

was covered in a time of 26 hours eels were carried than passerngers. 
and 50 minutes including rather However, for the shoner journeys 
brief stops to change horses and get (Dublin to Liverpool or Chester) 
a quick meaJ. Total stoppage time probably the reverse was true. It 
was only 67 minutes. For those may be recalled that the British 
travelling on to Belfast, another 12 Post Office did not have a parcel 
hours was necessary. post service untiJ 1883. 

There were comparatively few The way bill shown is for the 
accidents. rather surprising when it Dublin co London route a nd a 
is realized that the Mail coaches charge of JO/- had been made, in 
only weighed about 800 kilos and Dublin, to the trustees of the Earl 
that there were no real brakes. Such of Belfast for documents carried by 
braking as could be accomplished express to A. Powell Esq. in Lon-
was by way of a kind of shoe which don. + 

o..i.::.Z:."i~ _, ~ • t - 11.-a.& ,,_ .--a, 
.;.~;..~~uoor. MAU._,...._ •••-a... 
l~?.8' 0..:: ~ to &-., _,--.. • I ala.d. ,,_ 
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The Earl of Belmore as Governor of New South Wales 

Fig. 1 - Belmore Cover 

During the I 800's, the Anglo-Irish gen
try played a signHicant role in colonial ad
ministration. This was not unexpected, as 
substantial numbers of Irish emigrants were 
settling in Australia and several other parts 
of the British Empire. The 4th Earl of 
Belmore's tenure as Governor of New south 
Wales is an example of such administra-

by George Nicholson 

in the impressive Govern
ment House s hown in Fig. 
3, to where the cover was 
addressed. The house, 
built between 1837 and 
1845, was the residence of 
successi ve Governors 
from 1845 to 19962• Al
though it remains the 
Governor's official recep
tion space, it is now man
aged by the Historic 
Houses Trust and is open 
to the public. Since 1996, 

the Governor's office has been located in 
the hjstoric Chief Secretary's Office oppo
site the gates into Government House. 

During the I 800's, mail between Brit
ain and Australia was mostly sent by the P. 
and 0 . Shipping Line- The Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company. The 
company had various contracts with the 

British government which 
stipulated times for the 
delivery of the mail and 
financial penalties .if the 
deadlines were missed3. 

Fig. 2 - Cast/ecoo/e, Co. Fermanagh 

In 1868, when this cor
respondence was sent, the 
letter, as indicated on the 
front, would have gone by 

lion. 
The cover shown in Fig. I from Dublin 

to the Earl during his time as Governor of 
New South Wales is an example of Irish
Australian correspondence in the mid 
!800's. Mailed in Dublin on April 22,1868, 
it arrived in Sydney on June 11 , a transit 
time of 50 days. The enclosure provided 
information on the state of the Earl's fi
nances. 

train on the overland route 
across France to Marseilles. That route had 
been used for British mail since 1843 and 
was considerably faster 
than the sea route around 
the Iberian Peninsula. At 
MarseiJles, it would have 
caught the P.& 0. steamer 
stopping there enroute 
from Southampton to Al
exandria. The Marseilles 
route was replaced in late 
1870 by a route through 
Europe that ended at 

and went on to Aden. From there it contin
ued to Pointe de Galle in Ceylon (now Sri 
Lanka) where it connected with yet another 
steamer to Australia. The Suez Canal, 
opened on Nov. 17, I 869, reduced the time 
taken for the Egyptian crossing and allowed 
passengers to stay on the same ship. How
ever, it was some years after the Canal 
opened before the British mruJ was allowed 
to go through it. 

A Sydney backstamp dated June 11 
corresponds with a connection shown in 
one of the major reference books on the 
Australjan mail4

• The most li~ely routing 
for thjs cover appears to have been as fol
lows: 

Mailed Dublin, April 22, 1868. 
Arrived Marseilles, April 26. Put on 

board P. & 0 . steamer "Ripon" (shown in 
Fig. 4). 

Arrived Alexandria, May 2. 
Arrived Suez, May 4. Put on board P. 

& 0. steamer "Nubia" which left same day. 
Arrived Aden, May 9. Left May 10. 
Arrived Pointe de Galle, May 19. Put 

on board P. & 0. steamer "Avoca" which 
left same day. 

Arrived King George's Sound (Albany 
in S.W. Australia) June 3. Left June 4. 

Arrived Melbourne, June 9. Left same 
day. 

Arrived Sydney June 11. 
The l Od rate for British-Australian let

ters under 112 oz through Marseilles lasted 

The 4th Earl of Belmore (1835- 1913) 
had a 7 ,000 acre estate at Castlecoole, Co. 
Fermanagh 1• The impressive house, shown 
in Fig. 2. was built just outside Enniskillen 
for the I st Earl in I 798. Designed by James 
Wyatt, a famous British architect, it is con
sidered one of the finest "big houses" in 
Ireland. 

Brindisi in South Western Fig. 3 - Covemment House, Sydney 

The Earl of Belmore was Governor of 
New South Wales from January 8, J 868 to 
February 21, 1872. While there, he lived 

Italy. Thjs was due to the 
Franco-Prussian War that had broken out 
in July 1870 and which had disrupted the 
connection across France. 

From Alexandria it would have gone 
overland by rail across Egypt to Suez, 
where it connected with another steamer 

from June l, 1863 to late 1870, when the 
route change through Brindisi resulted in 
new charges. 

As a final lrish-related footnote, the 
most challenging incident that the Earl had 

(continued on page 38) 
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THE EARL OF BELMORE 
(continued from page 37) 

Fig. 4- P. & 0 . steamer "Ripon"; 1,908 
tons; carried letter f rom Marseilles to 
Alexandria (Source: Boyd Cable, 
Endnote 3) 

to deal with during his Australian posting 
happened just over a month before this 
cover was mailed. This was the assassina
tion attempt on Queen Victoria's second son 
Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh5

• The 
Prince, the first member of the Royal fam
ily to go to Australia, was on a five-month 
visit in late 1867/early 1868. On March 12, 
1868, while attending a charity picnic for 
a Sailor's Home at Clontarf on Sydney 
Harbour, he was shot by an Irishman, 
Henry James O'Farrell. Although the Prince 
recovered, O'Farrell was executed in late 
April. 

The conveyance of this cover gives a 
good impression of the time involved in 
communicating between distant parts of the 
world in the mid-l800's. Without the mod
ern means of communication, keeping in 
touch with family and friends "back home" 
was a difficult task. 

Endnotes 

I . Information on Belmore found in: 
www.proni.gov. uklrecordslprivate/ 
belmore.htm 

2. Information on Govemment House 
came from: 
www. parliament. nsw. gov.au/prod/ 
web/phweb.11sflframeslsystemofgovt 

3. Boyd Cable, A Hundred Year History 
Qf the P. & 0. Ivor Nicholson and 
Watson, London, 1937. 

4. R. Kirk, Australian Mails yia Suez: 
1852 to 1926. The Postal History So
ciety, 1989, p. I 08. 

5. Thomas Keneally, The Great Shame 
and the Triumph qfthe Irish in the En
glish-Speaking World. Doubleday, 
New York. 1998, pp.473-475. + 
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Letter to the Editor 
A £1 Overprint? 

The preparation and printing of the Irish 

high value definitives was admirably 

described, in considerable detail, by Andy 

Ballard in an article in Irish Stamp News 

(now unfortunately defunct) No.13 Nov

Dec 1982. In it, he graphically described 

some of the arguments that took place 

within the Irish (Free State) government 

as to who had constitutional authority when 

it came to selection of designs and issuing 

of contracts concerning postage stamps. 
The decision of selection lasted from 1922 

until they were finally issued in 1937. 

As is well known, during this interim 

period British high value stamps (216, 51-

& 101-) were overprinted for use by the 

Irish Post Office. Recently I came across 

references to a £1 overprint. It was 

contained in a letter concerning who had 

authority to sanction the issue of a proposed 

set of Irish stamps designed by a local artist. 

Apart from discussion of the relative cost 

of printing by "surface printing" (i.e. 

typographed) versus "line engraved". The 

letter (dated October 15, 1923) was from 

C.J.Clegg who was effectively the head of 

the Ministry of Finance, to a Mr. McAuley, 

who appears to be a member of the 

Executive Council. One paragraph reads: 

"3. There remain the four high 

value stamps 2/6d, 5/-, LO/- and£ I. 

For these values we are still using 

the British stamp with an overprint 

as nothing has 

been settled 

Fall 2003 

As an aside, it may be mentioned that 

it was estimated that introducing a line 

engraved stamp would be eight times as 

costly than surface printing. This at a time 
when the Post Office was already losing a 

mill ion pounds a year. 

There is another reference to a£ I value 

in a summary of a proposed new issue in a 

Ministry of Finance document dated 1933. 

In it there appears the statement "It does 

not appear to follow that because we have 

had stamp denominations of 51, 10/- and 

£I in the past we should continue with them 
in the future." 

In another document (undated but 

virtually certain to have been composed in 

1933) from the Department of Posts & 
Telegraphs, there is another allusion to a 

£1 value. 1111 it argues that the 2 l/d, 5d and 

LOd values. be dropped and that I l/6d and 

£1 stamp should be introduced. 

It is fairly certain no£ I s tamp was ever 

overprinted for general use. However, it 

could exist as a specimen or trial overprint, 

although there is no concrete evidence to 

confirm this. Apart from a single overprint 

made in Ireland (of the so-called narrow 
overprints) all other high value overprints 

were made in England. The British Post 

Archives contain no reference to a£ I value 

at all. As usual, theAn Post archives are so 

tightly sealed against reasonable inspection 

that evidence from this source is likely to 

remain unknown. 

C.l.Dulin, Geneva + 

either as to the 

Free State 

design or as to 

printing." 

IRELAND F-VF POSTALLY USED 
All issues 1922-1999 

In the margin 

of the letter is a 

written note: "I 

assume that the 

needs of the F.S. 

Post Office justify 

the creation of all 

four values." 

NO LIMITS STAMPS 
P.O. Box 260017 •Madison , WI 53726 

nlsc@nolimitsstamps.com 
www.nolimitsstamps.com 
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The "Emerald" Collection 
A review by C./.Dulin 

It is not too often that an original theme 
is developed in Irish Pmlately. Usually it 
is a well-worked standby such as "Over
prints" or "Irish Definitives". These, of 
course, are not to be sneered al, for very 
often they can show advances in the way 
of new research or discoveries that are use
ful to a wide range of collectors of Irish 
material. However, there are comparatively 
few which really open up a new avenue of 
approach and treat the chosen theme to a 
satisfying degree. In fact, in recent years 
the only book that I can think in this re
spect is Ronny Voght's outstanding "Irish 
Crash Airmails". 

David Feldman's "Emerald" Collection 
of Irish Origin and Destination Mail of the 
World is an auction catalogue that, in real
ity, is both a book and treatise clearly in a 
class of its own. As its title jmplies it is a 
collection of mail to and from Ireland span
ning tl1e period of approximately 1800 to 
1900. although the cut-off period for the 
majority of items is limited from 1840 to 
1885. As a consequence, the majority of 
covers have adhesive stamps (if, indeed, 
the specific country involved had issued 
stamps during this time frame). 

It is not merely an examination of the 
different countries involved. By my count 
there are 37 European countries (comple
mented by components such as Gemrnny 
with an extra 11 States or Italy with its ex
tra 5 States) and no less than 83 Overseas 
countries (again with extra components 
such as the different Australian States). For 
each country, there is a separate section for 
mail that originated in Ireland and those 
that were posted for delivery in Ireland. 
Additionally, there are cross references to 
specific items that, for example, include 
Wreck mail, GB used abroad, etc. For the 
Irish one town or postmark collectors, there 
are two full pages of Irish towns and in
structional hand-stamps that cross refer
ence the wealth of material so profusely 
illustrated in color. 

As to the content it would be an impu
dence to try to critically examine the ma
terial involved. Simply identifying the 
stamps of some countries where there could 
be a variety and multitude of different print
ings let alone interpreting the postmarks is 
way, way beyond the average collector, or, 

I suspect the one or few country special
ists. The knowledge of rates, routes and the 
number of comparable covers (often uruque 
to a mere two or three) would, again, far 
exceed the knowledge of all but a few col
lectors. 

Tt is doubtful whether a collection such 
as tills could be assembled these days even 
if one could afford it. However, it sbould 
not be implied that the average collector 
can only gape with awe and adrrure each 
and every item. It is, I trunk, wrong to imag
ine that everything is as rare as the Cana
dian 1859 cover with its imperforate block 
of four of the 1857 7-1/2 cent I 6d pence 
issue (where the value runs into hundreds 
of thousands of dollars) There are, indeed, 
some examples which are quite affordable 
(say two or three hundred dollars) to an 
average or advanced collector. 

One of the many useful features of the 
volume is an index of covers separately 
defined in tenns of country. The great ma
jority are given comparative rarity codes 
(from 1-7 and unknown) depending on 
whether it is of origin or destination type. 
A very odd example is that of Spain, which 
has a rarity code of 6 under origin, but only 
1 in terms of destination. 

There are some covers which even to 
an amateur would be recognized as being 
rare. An example (to Spain) with no less 
than 13 imperforate 2d blues would hardly 
be overlooked. However, there are also 
examples which may already be in one's 
collection and not previously recognized 
as being of any real value. For example, in 
my own collection of H & K Packet mate
rial (originally purchased as a lot of about 
30 covers entirely for their H & K codes) 
there were a few from Sardirua. Although 
not in the outstanding rarity level they are, 
apparently, worth considerably more than 
I imagined since the adhesive stamps them
selves are not particularly valuable. Doubt
less other collectors may also find similar 
items whether to or from Ireland. 

Perhaps the only criticism I would have 
the impertinence to suggest is that the col
lection has, unfortunately, never been ex
hibited. A few covers have been shown in 
specialized exhibits such as Rarities of the 
World, but not as a collection (or collec
tions). Perhaps other collectors might be 
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grateful for there must be a limjt to the 
number of Large Golds awarded. 

Finally, there is an excellent and 
informative Introduction (including the 
provenance of much of the material) by 
David MacDonnell, whose knowledge on 
Irish pmlatelic material is surely second to 
none. + 

Letter to the Editor 
Official Enquiry Labels MP 460 

In the Winter 2000 edition of The 
Revealer, I subrrutted a note on the MP 
460 label requesting any further infor
mation. 

I received a couple of replies, the 
most comprehensive of wnich was 
from Mchael G. Murphy. I quote here 
part of ms letter which also contained 
a photocopy that he had dated May 6, 
1936. In ms example, jt would seem 
that the label was used because it was 
an official letter from the Dept. of Ag
riculture and had a circular official paid 
cancellation instead of the normal of
ficial paid machine cancellation. 

"It seems that the label was used in 
the following circumstances. 
(a) Where the 'inspector' noticed as 
the mail went through that the nor
mal Post Office procedures were 
not followed . 
(b) Where there was an unex
plained delay in the del ivery of the 
letter. 
(c) Where the letter appeared to be 
tampered with. In tills case it would 
also be sealed officially with a spe
cial label. 
(d) Where there might be consid
ered the possibility of fraud or lar
ceny, particularly with regard to 
registered mail." 

He goes on to remark that usually 
the matter would be dealt with locally 
but in more serious cases it would be 
referred to T he Post Office Investiga
tions Branch . 

Mr. Murphy's letter was dated Feb
ruary 6, 2001 and I would like to apolo
gize for the delay in sending this in
formation to you. Very regretfully it 
was a combination of illness, computer 
problems and an extreme lack of or
ganization on my part. 

C. /.Dulin, Geneva 
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Meredith's Listing of "Varieties due to defective, broken or misplaced 
type" on the Low Value Irish Overprints 

by Michael Priestley 

W.G. (Bill) Meredith was one of the 
earliest investigators of Irish overprints. ~e 
published his findings in his classic book 
"The Postage Stamps of Ireland 1922 -
1927". This book is difficult to find but for
tunately reprinted in The Revealer in 1978 
(Issue Numbers 130 and 13 l ). Meredith 
based his listings on the work of Captain 

Vesey, who can be said to be "the father of 
research into the Irish Overprints." 
Meredith Type Flaws 

Collectors of Irish overprints find type 
flaws on large numbers of their stamps. If 
they have access to complete sheets, they 
can identify some flaws which are recur
rent on each sheet and some, stereo flaws, 

which occur several times on a sheet. The 
recurrent and stereo flaws listed in 
Meredith's book are known as Meredith 
Varieties. In the book, as reprinted, due to 
the limitation of the fonts used, only some 
of the flaws can be illustrated. Meredith 
does, however, in most cases, identify the 
sheet positions on which the type flaws 

Fig. 1 - Meredith Low Value Type Flaws 

Varietv No Issue Varietv Sheet Position 
V15:>-100 Dollard of Rialtas broken R11/10, Settino 1 
V161-170 Dollard Damaaed ia in Rialtas R 1 '5 Settino 2 
V171-1n Dollard Rial of Rialtas damaaed R6f4 R15/7 Settino 1 
V178-178a Dollard Top of I of Rialtas damaaed R 1 '5 Settino 1 
V179-182 Dollard Right side of s of Rialtas missing R18'5 Setting 1. R1618, Setting 2 
V183-185 Dollard Flaw throuah Sealadac R12/1,R12/2, R12/3, Settino 2 
V186-193 Dollard ~ of Rialtas damaged and no dot R1'9 Setting2 

on raised c of Sealadac R11!3, Settino 2 
V194-195 Dollard No flaw illustrated) R1714., Settino 1 
V196-2C6 Dollard Raised c of Sealadac Stamps 3,6,9 &12 in Rows 1,6,1 1 & 16 Settinas 2&3 
V206-214 Dollard c of Sealadac damaaed R1419 Settino 2 
V215-218 Dollard Damaae to accent on Sealadac Not aiven 
V219-221 Dollard Dot over E of Eireann R8'5, Settino 2 
V222-224 Dollard Dot instead of 1 in 1922 and flaw R17/7, Settino 2 

through E of Eireann and date 
V225-237 Dollard Lower part of 9 in date missing R20/1 Settino 2. Various oositions in Settinas 1 &3 
V238-246 Dollard Flat tail to 9 in date R15112, Settino 1. 
V247-'252 Dollard Raised second 2 of date R16!3, Setting 3 
V253-264 Thom S Line Centre of I of Rialtas missina R11'9 Plate 9 
V2€5-276 Thom 5 Line Top of i of Rialtas missing R8/4, Plate 2 
V2n-2:00 ThomSUne Centre of I of Rialtas missino R1516, Plate 5 and R17'9 Plates 7 & 8. R11/10, Plate 9 

V291-296 Thom S Line Top of I of Rialtas missina R15/7 Plate 6 

V299-314 Thom 5 Line Split s in Rialtas R20/4. Plate S : R414, R17/8 R17/12 Plates 7&8. R10/4, Plate 9 
V315-325 Thom 5 Line Serif at foot of s in Rialtas R6f2, Plate 3 
V326-336 Thom 5 Line First a of Sealadac damaaed & full of ink R18/1, Plate 1. R8/1 R 12/4 Plate 3 
V337-347 Thom5 Line c of Sealadac damaaed R 1218 Plate 8 
V348-349 Thom S Line No accent on c of Sealadac Not aiven 
~'¥:2 Thom S Line Circumflex accent on c of Sealadac R20/1 Plate not aiven 
~ Thoms Line Acute accent on c of Sea\adac Not aiven 
Wfij Thom 5 Line hEireann practically missing Not given 

Thom S Line h of hEireann damaoed R9'9 Plates 
VJJ;j7-374 Thom S Line Dot over top of hEireann R19/6 Plate 10 
V375-376 Thoms Line Lower part of r of hEireann missina R419, Plate 2 
V3n-381 Thom S Line Break in r of hEireann R1'5 R9/6 Plate S. R12/6 Plate 3 

" 1 Thom S Line Break at top of first n of hEireann NotQiven 
V392 Thom 5 Line Dot in olace of 1 in 1922 Not aiven 
.1"'3rT".~ Thoms Line Short 1 in 1922 R20i5 Plate 9 . R20/2 Row 20, Plate 2 

V404-400 rrhom5 Line Dot between 1 and 9 of 1922 R3/12 Plate 3 
Vo400-414 rrhom 5 Lii'le Dot between 1st and 2nd 2 of 1922 R10/12. Plate 3 
/,/415-429 rThom 3 Line Sacrstat R2/10 and other p0sitions. No plate aiven. 
V430-435 Thom3 Line Dot for accent on second a of Saorstat Not given 
V436-447 Thom3 Line Second a of Saorstat raised R2/4 R8/2 R1212 Plate 3 
V448-459 irhom3 Line Eircann R11/7' Plate 1 and other nn.::itions 
iV-400-471 rThom3Line No serif to 1 of 1922 R1513, Plate 1 
iV472-482 rrhom3 Line Short 1 and droooed second 2 in 1922 R20/1 Plate 1 
iV482a-482b Harrison 3 Line Line and dot over S of Saorstat 
V483-486 Harrison 3 Line Waw line over rs of Saorstat 
V487-490 Harrison 3 Line Dot for accent on secon a in Saorstat 
V491-494 Harrison 3 Line Dot and damaaed accent Usuallv found also with Iona 1 

over E of Eireann 
V495-496 Harrison 3 Line Dot for accent on E of Eireann 
V497-504 Harrison 3 Line Lona 1 in 1922 
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occur, so that, with access to complete 
sheets, it is possible to see the actual tlaw. 
He also gives each stamp a V (or Variety) 
number which can be useful for labelling a 
collection. The V numbers in this article 
refer to those given in the 4th Edition of 
his book. 

The flaws are shown in Part 4 of the 
section in Meredith's book dealing with 
"Errors and Varieties" under the heading 
"Varieties due to Defective, Broken or 
Misplaced Type". I have been able to com
pare the text of the actual publication with 
The Revealer reprint and have found the 
two texts almost exactly the same, with the 
exception of the fl aws on the Harrison is
sue, which are not illustrated in The Re
vealer, and Variety 2 14 in the Dollard is
sue which has been misse<l in The Revealer. 
"Plates" v "Settings" 

Meredith uses the word "Settings" for 
the three Dollard setlings but "Plates" for 
the Thom settings. I have kept this nomen
clature to avoid confusion when referring 
to his book, but it is the usual convention 
to refer to them all as "Settings" and to use 
"Plates" when referring to the base stamps. 

Fig. I lists the low value varieties and 
gives their Meredith Variety numbers. 
Missing variety numbers in the sequence 
from VI 53-V504 refer to the high values, 
which are not covered in this article. In one 
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Fig. 2 - Dollard Meredith Variety Numbers 
Issue Varietv No 1/2d 1d 21/2d 21/2d 

0/pt Colour B B B Verm 
Dollard V153-100 x x x 
Dollard V161 -170 x x x 
Dollard V171-1n x x x 
Dollard V1 78-178a x x 
Dollard V179-182 x x 
Dollard V183-185 x x 
Dollard V186-193 x x x 
Dollard V194-195 x x 
Dollard V196-2a5 x x x 
Dollard V206-214 x x x 
Dollard V21S.218 x x 
Dollard V219-221 x x 
Dollard V222-224 x x 
Dollard V225-237 x x x x 
Dollard V238-246 x x x 
Dollard V247-'252 x x x 

case (V 194-195) it is not clear from the il
lustration the exact nature of the flaw and 
in a few cases Meredith does not give the 
location of the flaw. 

Figs. 2 - 4 list the face values of the 
Dollard, Thom 5 Line Narrow Setting, 
Thom 3 Line and Harrison 3 Line over
prints that show the varieties concerned. 
Al Figs. 5 - 7 I have illustrated the Meredith 
flaws in my own collection. The additional 
flaws shown are not necessarily consistent 
but do occur on several examples in each 
~~ + 

2 1/2d 3d 4d 4d 4d 4d 
Red B B R Car Ver 

x x 
x x x 

x x x 

x 

x x 

x x x 
x x x 

x x x x 
x x x 
x x 

5d 
B 
x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

Fig. 3 - Thom 5 line Narrow Setting Meredith Variety Numbers 

Issue Varietv No 1/2d 1/2d 1d 1d 1 1/2d 1 1/2d 2d 2d 2d 2d 21/2d 3d 3d 4d 5d 6d 6d 9d 9d 10d 
)ie 1 Die 1 Die~ Die2 Sa Ao 

O/ot Colour B BB B BB B BB B BB B BB R B BB R BB B BB R R B 
Thoms Line V253-264 x x x x x x x x x x 
Thoms Line V265-276 x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line v2n-200 x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line V291 -296 x x x x x x x 
ThomSline V200-314 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line V315-325 x x x x x x x x x x 
Thoms Line V326-336 x x x x x x x x x x 
Thoms Line V337-347 x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line V348-349 x x 
Thoms Line ~2 x x x 
Thom S Line \J353.354 x x 
Thoms Line V3f/5 x 
Thom S Line V356-366 x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line 1/367-374 x x x x x x x x 
ThomSLine V375-376 x 
Thom S Line V377-387 x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line V388-391 x x x x 
Thoms Line V392 x 
Thoms Line V393-403 x x x x x x x x x 
Thom S Line V404-400 x x x x x 
Thom 5 Line V400-414 x x x x x 
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9d 9d 9d 10d 
B Car Ver B 
x x 

x x 

x 
x 

x x 

x x 
)( x 

x 
x 
x 

x x x 
x x 

x 

10d 1 /- 1/-

BB B BB 
x x 

x x 
x x 

x 
x x 

x 
x 

x 

x x 

x 
x x 

x x 

x 
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Fig. 4 - Thom 3 Line an.d Harrison 3 Line Meredith Variety Numbers 

Issue Varietv No 1/2d 1d 11!2d 2d 21/2d 3d 4d 5d 6d 9d 10d 1/- Remarks 
Thom 3 Line V415-426 x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom 3 Line V43.)..435 x x x x x x 
Thom3 Line V436-444 x x x x x x x x x 
Thom 3 Line V448-459 x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom3 Line V400-471 x x x x x x x x x x x x 
Thom 3 Line V472-482 x x x x x x x x x x x 

Harrison 3 Line V482a-482b x x 
Harrison 3 Line V483-486 x x x x 
Harrison 3 Line V487-400 x x x x 
Harrison 3 Line V491-<Gt x x x x 
Harrison 3 Line V495-496 x x 
Harrison 3 Line V497-504 x x x x VarietV found in vertical & horizontal strios 

y1s:,.,-v1eo 1 in eid;m; "1*«n 
Slan1> 10, R-11. Sell"1g 1 

Vl71 .. VJU RialinBiaftndMngwJ s._ •.Row&. Se!linu 1 

V161-V170 j aqt fut a Jn RiAttA&d!tmaged 
-... 5. -1. Setting 2 

v1zp..Y182 Agni WS• in Ri@rt.aa <1amap><1 
-... 5. -18. Setting 1 

rn 

V2£}V264 I In Rjaltos brofioo 
Stamc> 9. Aow 11. Plate9 

~ Bc<*en t lQ Sia!t@I 
Slanl> 6. Row 15, Plett 5 
Stamp9. Ra.it 17, Plates 7&.8 
Stamp 10, Row 11 , Plate 9 

V188-V193 Np dpt m rwjMcl c Qwnme IQ fiMI 'OUm; in Rilltu 

Typo>.S.......,9. -1.Soclir'Cl2 

yns..mz DllMQOd to tau m 9 In sm 
Si.mp 1, R"* 20, S.ttlng 2 

~ 

Fig. 5 

8""11ttl!QI Thom 3 Uno flaws 

~ 
S-10. ROW2, Platono!liatod. 
Abo b.rd in ~ po.aiUons 

y;l58.V306 h qr b Eir1100 dQmegod 
Stemp 9, -9. Plete 5 

VJ88.V391 8rQkoo firs.I n fn bEICOAQQ 
Potilion not specified 

Y136-V44J Stsm4 a Pl Spcn.tat ralyd 

Stamp 4, - 2. Piilo 3. 
SlM'lps 2.. Rowa 8 & 12, Plale 3. 

y.\72-YW SbQd t and qooped aocqod 2 jn 1922 
Slllmp 1, Row 20, Plale 1. 

Fig. 7 

~V276 Sbqo I jn R ja!tu 

V2fi:V3H Spl\\ 1 in Bjnlbq 
Stamp •. Row 20. Plato 5 
Stamp 4, Row 4. & Stamp• 8&12. Row 17. P"'tos 7&8 
St·81'T'P• RCHt 10. Plate 9 

YnfW336 fkal a in SOfJAdlc; s&amagod & fuU Of 1atr; 
S1omp 1. RCJw' 18, Plate 1. 
Suunp 1, Row 8 & Stomp 4, Row 12. Ptat• 3 

VJU-y:HIZ Ol"MIQO:d rjp bEiryoo 
Stamp 5. Row 1, & Stamp 6. Row 9, Plato 5 
Stamp&. Row 12. Plato 3 

V393-\f:103 Shoo 1 10 1922 
Slomp 5 , Row 20, Plakt 9 

Fig. 6 



Fall 2003 THE REVEALER 

Irish Awards for 2002'2003 BALPEX 
William O'Connor, Vice President, North America 

It was once again a wonderful experi
ence in working with so many members of 
our organization to select this year's recipi
ents for the yearly awards of the EPA. 
Thank you Michael J. Conway, Otto Jung, 
Dr. Joachim Schaaf, Barney Clancy, David 
J. Brennan, Charles J . Verge, Dick 
Gunderson, a non-member on the Linnell 
committee, and Joseph E. Foley. 

The Eire Philatelic Association is 
pleased to announce the recipients of this 
year's special awards for contributions to 
Irish philately. The John J. Clark Award 
is presented for outstanding service to 
the association. The award for 2003 goes 
to a former president, contributor to the 
society's journal, and a life long friend 
and supporter of the EPA. Thank you 
William T. McCaw for over thirty years 
of service. 

WATERMARKED PAPER 
(continued from page 36) 

price difference. There were, however, sev
eral caveats. For example, whether the 
material was subject to an import duty or 
not, whether "foreign" finns had estab
lished Irish branches that employed local 
labor, etc. There had been instances where 
exceptions were made even when the cost 
to the Irish authorities was 30% to 40%. 

When one looks at the amount of effort 
and time that was spent considering this 
particular matter (about £87 total) it seems 
so trivial even if a pound then was worth 
considerably less than it is today in pounds 
or euros. 

However, to resolve the matter, a fur
ther consideration had to be give before any 
contract was awarded. The pros and cons 
were presented for re-examination. These 
were: 
In favour oflrish source: 

Objections were the Swiftbrook 
company's statement that they made no 
profit on their past contracts was open to 
doubt. The company was working full time 
and had competed successfully against 
British firms for other types of paper. There 
had been substantial reductions in the price 
of British paper whereas the Irish price had! 
risen. Additionally, the company may have 
been taking advantage of the known pref
erence for Irish goods even if a disparity 
in price existed. The company also had 

The Thomas Edwin Field Memorial 
Award is awarded to any person who has 
made an outstanding contribution in the 
area of Irish philately. This year's recipi
ent has made a lasting imprint in the area 
of coilecting, exhibiting, and judging in 
Irish stamp collecting. Patricia S. Walker 
has brought the exhibiting of Irish mate
rial to new heights not duplicated in the 
competitive arena. It is with great pride that 
the EPA awards this honor to Patricia. 

Our final award for this year is the 
Vincent A. Linnell Award. This award is 
for the best article in the preceding year of 
the EPA Journal, The Revealer. A jury 
headed by Charles J. Verge judged Hans 
Bergdolt's, Telegram Envelopes in Ireland, 
the best. We had a number of excellent ar
ticles this year, so it was a distinct honor 
for Hans to win this award. + 

stated that even if they were awarded a 
three- to five-year contract they would not 
be able to reduce their prices. 
In favour qf a British source: 

Objections were wholly political. The 
main advantage was the saving to the Ex
chequer. An implication to Irish companies 
in general that they would not be given nec
essary automatic preference when contracts 
were awarded. To encourage other Irish 
paper companies that should compete 
against Swiftbrook who had held the con
tact for several years (this was deemed 
unlikely since Swiftbrook was the only 
company that could manufacture high 
grade paper - a situation that was unlike to 
change for some time). 

Finally, there was the alternative of re
tendering for a five-year period in the hope 
that theSwiftbrook (or any other Irish com
pany) price would be reduced. However, 
almost irrespective of the result it was con
cluded that preference would still be given 
to the Irish company even if the differen
tial was more than 20%. 

In conclusion, it would seem that apart 
from the special 2d printing in April 1923 
on McDonnell's paper, virtually all the 
watermarked paper for the Irish definitives 
up to at least 1933, and probably to 1938, 
was supp1ied by Swiftbrook. 

Readers are invited to give their com
ments, objections and suggestions if other 
data are available. + 

Page 43 

New Books Available 
Two new books have been added to the 

Special Offers on the last page. The first 
book put out by the PAI in Gennany is the 
much anticipated "Irish Postal Stationery 
Stamped to Order" by Otto Jung. When the 
first Stamped-to-order catalog first came on 
to the scene it was combined with the Postal 
Stationery Catalog, at that time the 
stamped-to-order section was about 140 
pages. Now, the new edition is 170 pages 
and has a catalog of its own. l ordered I 0 
copies. Should I sell out, I will order more. 
The problem being additional copies will 
take about a month to get to me. To reserve 
a copy send me an email. Should I sell out, 
I'll let you know. 

The Irish Philatelic Society in Ireland 
has published a book, The Irish Philatelic 
Society 1901-2001. The book tells of its 
founding and it trails and tribulations in its 
first 100 years. Tells about the problems of 
the Free State overprints and the beginings 
of Stampa. An interesting read. 

We have the overprint ID back in stock. 
See the back page for prices of the 

above items. + 

DUES 
ARE 
DUE 

Don't forget your 
dues for next year. 

Mail them to: 

BARNEY CLANCY 
P.O. Box 3036 

Seminole, FL, USA 
33775-3036 



EPA SPECIAL OFFERS 
The following items may be ordered from Timothy O'Shea, 58 Porter St., Granby, MA 01033-9516 U.S.A. (E-mail: tosheat @comcaslnel) 
Except where noted, all prices inc lude postage and handling within the United States. Beyond the U.S. add $2.00. All payment to be in U.S. dollars 
a nd checks must be on U.S. banks and made payable to Tim O'Shea. 

EPA PUBLICATIONS 
Tiie Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1151-1925 
by James J. Brady ,. An award winning detailed 1111alysis 
of Irish revenue stamps or the period. Profusely 
illustn1ted with cittalog listings by type, bibliography, 20 
pages+ addenda. $2.75 (nonmembez" $3.50). 

The Arsl 55 Yeart ol Irish Coils 
by Peter Bugg ,. A comprehensive listing or all Irish coils 
will\ a check. list of all leaders and tab ends, illuslfllted, 
bibliography, 40 pages. SS.SO (nonmember $10.50). 

Ireland, ldenlificallon or the Rlattas and Saorstit Overprints 
by Joseph E. Foley » Includes a clear plastic overlay with 
accurate reproductions of the various overprints and a 
reprint of an illustrated article from The American 
Philatelist. S5.50 (nonmember $7.00). 

The Post Olllces and Datestamps of Ille County of Leitrim 
by Or. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. Howley 
72 illustrations or hnndstamps, map. and descriptions of 
pOSt office locations, 23 pages. S6.25 (nonmember S7.80). 

A l istings or lrlsh Postmarks In Gaelic from 1922 
by James T. Howley • A I phabetical ti sting in Gaelic with 
English translations, county earliest and latest known 
dntes or use. Very thorough, based OR Post Office Guides 
from 1922 on. lllld large scale Ordnance Maps. Spelling 
vnrfations arc nOled. 82 pages. $6.25 (nonmember S7.80). 

An Introduction to Irish Mileage Mara 
by W. E. Davey ,. An illustralcd listing and explanation of 
these early markings. 22 pages. $4.50 (nonmember SS.65). 

The Revealer Index, vol. 1, ao. 1 to v11L 35, no. 3, 
Jan. 1951 to Winter 1985 (wltll addendum through 1990) 
by Paf!ick J. Ryan, Sr. ,. A cumulative subject index 
grouped by major categories. 38 pages+ addendum. 
$I 2.7S (nonmember $16.00). 

lrlsh Alrmall, 1919-1990 
by William J. Murphy ,. Lists all known mail-carrying 
nights to and from Ireland since the Alcock & Brown 
1919 uuns·Allantic OighL Bade.ground infonnalion is 
provided for each night. Covers ore i llus1tated for most 
nights and a valuation guide provided. 96 pages, 
bibliography and index. $15.00 + $L25 pos!Age 
(nonmember $18.75 + $1.25 postage). 

Airway letters To and From Belfast, 
Including Alr "Raile1• letters 
by William J. Murphy" From the 1934 Railway Air 
Services to 1988. the airway letter covers nre listed and 
examples illustrated with a brief description or the night. 
26 pages, bibliography. $3.00 {nonmember $4.00). 

Irish Airmail · Balloon Posts, Rocket, Helicopter, 
Pamhute and Glider Mail 
by Will/am J. Murphy ,. Covers a variety of mail as 
indicated in the title, with illustrations of covers, 
descriptions of events, pricing code and a bibliography. 
22 pages. $3.00 (nonmember $4.00). 

lrlsh Aerogrammes and Airgrapbs 
by WH/iam J. Murphy • Provides a detailed listing not 
only or the aCl'ogrammes themselves. bot rates. private 
supplemental printings. Northern Ireland, and special 
usages, pricing code and bibliography. Jung catalog 
numbers referenced, 46 pages. $4.00 (nonmember 
$5.00). 

0 1· 2 

O.A.T. and A.V.2. Markings on Irish AlrmaU 
by Wil6am J. Murphy • Presents on introduction lO these 
markings used during World War 11 and a catalog Ii.sting 
of known Irish covers with the markings. An appendix 
lists covers to and from Ireland so marked. Illustrated 
with bibliography. 25 p:iges. $3.00 (nonmember $4.00). 

Irish Airman Back of the Book 
by Wi/Oam Murphy ,. Fifth in a series of booklets 
covering specialized nreas of Irish Acrophilatcly. St.arts 
with the Balloon Aights from Paris in 1870·7 I up to 
present day commemorative covers. Well illustrated. and 
also includes a bibliography. 32 pages. $3.00 (nonmem
ber $4.00) 

Irish Zeppelin Mail and Catapult Covers 
by Wil!i3JTI J. Murphy ,. Describes 1.eppclin and Catapult 
covers either posted in or addressed lO lrefand. $4.00 
(nonmember SS.00). 

EPA ITEMS AVAILABLE 
ONLY TO MEMBERS 
Official lapel Pin • Metal replica of EPA logo. $2 .. 25 

EPA Rubber Stamp • reproduces the EPA logo, 11/i" x I". 
$10.25 

FAI PUBLICATIONS 
Public01ions of IM Gtrman ba.ud Forschungs·UJUJ 
Arbeiugemeinschaft Ireland E. V. are also available ta 
EPA mLmbtrs. AU havt ttXI in both English and German. 

Irish Postal Stationery Stamped to Order 
by Otto Jung " A detailed priced catalog and bandbook, 
this 2003 edition includes updates since 1994. 
Illustrated, 174 pages. $14.75 (nonmember $18.25). 

Postal Stationery ol Ireland 
by Bamey Clancy and Otto Jung » A detailed priced 
catalog and handbook, this 2002 edition includes updates 
since the last edition. Illustrated, 220 pages. $14.75 
(nonmember SI 8.2S). 

The Mileage Marks of Ireland 1808· 1839, 2nd edition 
by Hans G. Moxter • lllusttatcd listing of all known Irish 
mileage marlcs. 57 pages. $6.SO (nonmember $8.00). 

Undated Namestarnps of Ireland 1823·1860 
by Wiffiam Kans "Listings or postal markings giving 
town names but without dates. includes much informa
tion on Receiving Houses, illustrated, 63 pages. S7.00 
(nonmember $8.7 5). 

Introduction to The Post Ofllces of County Clare, Ireland 
by John Mackey & Tony Cassidy • Study developed from 
the pOSUil archives of Dublin and London, 94 pages. 
$9.00 (nonmember SI 1.25). 

The Dublin Penny Post 
by Manfred Dittmann • Based on extensive rcse.m:h in 
postal archives and museums in lrclillld and Great Britian. 
Ibis is a weU documented trentment of the subject, 
illustrated, 312 pages. $35.00 (nonmember $45.00). 

Post Olllce Gulde 1923 
A reprint of the 1923 Guide. $3 .SO (nonmembers $41.75). 

The Gerl Issues 
by Otto Jung • A comprehensive listing of this definitive 
series. $3.50 (nonmember $4.50). 

75 years or lrlsh Stamps 
An anthology by eight noted philatelists representing ~ 
variety of interests in Irish philately, with special 
postcard produced by AnPost, illustrated, 139 pages. 
$17 .50 (nonmember $12.00). 

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840, 2nd edftlon 
by F. E. Dixon & Joachim Schaaf ,. Lists the Irish rates 
from 1637 to 1840, illustrated, bibliography, 37 pages. 
$6.00 (nonmember $7.50). 

Irish Slogan Postmarks 1918·1994 
by Uwe Netzsch • More thnn 300 illustrations by county, 
die and type. 116 pages. $17.50 (nonmember $22.00). 

The lrlsh Archlleclure Definitives 
A deuiled catlllog covering the sheet stamps, booklets, 
FDCs and presentation packs. illustrated. 37 pages. 
$6.50 (nonmembers $8.00). 

Maritime PO$lmarks of lrelanlf 
by Bemt Dlenett • S5.50 (nonmembers S7 .50). 

lrlsh Herilage and Treasures 
by Otto Jung " Specialized catalog or Ibis definitive set. 
$6.25 (nonmember S7.50). 

Early lrlsh Stamp Canceling Machines Until 1922 
by Manfred Schol/mayer ,. S6.50 (nonmember $7.7.5). 

The International Reply Coupons 
by Otto Jung " S4.00 (nonmember $5.00). 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
The Irish Phllalellc Society 1901-2001 
by the Irish Philatelic Society ,. An interesting history 
which is broken down into lh.irteen ch:ipters that run 
through the beginnings of Irish Postage Slllmps. 
Exhibitions up to the Centenary Year 2001, 48 pages. 
$13.25 (nonmember $16.75). 

The Dublin Spoon · 1855-57 
by Cyril I. Dulin ,. An account of Ireland's first duplex 
oblitcrator, well organiud with considerable detail. 
illustrated, value guide, bibliography. 48 pages. $6.00 
(nonmember S7 .50). 

The Rare Coll 
complied by Joseph E. Foley • Recounts the research in 
the Irish Post Office archives that firmly establishes the 
authenticity Of this SUlmp together with background 
information. illustrated. 76 pages. Sl3.00 (nonmember 
$16.50). 

Ireland · Catalog of Perflns 
compiled & edited by Richard L. Mewh/nney ,. Punched for 
a 3 ring binder, this catalog can also serve as an Ill bum. 
P\lblishcd by The Pcrfins Club. 38 pages. $9.00 
(nonmember S 11.25). 

Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage 
Stamps of Ireland 2002 
A complete catalog of specialized Irish philatelic 
material, 192 pages, full color, 2600 illustrations. Sl9.50 
(nonmember $24.50). 

lrlsh Crash Airmails 2nd Edlllon 
by Ronny Vogt » $20.00 (nonmember $25.00). 


