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THE REVEALER Fall 2007 

Outgoing President's Message 
by Bill O'Connor 

I would like to congratulate and thank all the new offi
cials who have been elected to serve the Eire Philatelic 
Association for the coming election cycle. With Paul 
Bento as our new President and with all the other elected 
members. we will be well served.· 

It has been a tremendous pleasure to serve the Associa
tion as President these past four years. I have met many 
members from all over this great land of ours, and have 
cemented many new philatelic friendships throughout 
this time. Via the Internet, the telephone, and the regular 
postal systems of the world I have had the privilege of 
corresponding with many of our members worldwide. 
This has been a great learning experience in ways be
yond stamp collecting. In the long run the friendships 
and relationships that have transpired are far more im
portant to me than simply the collecting aspects of our 
hobby. 

As your President one of the final activities that I had the 
opportunity to perform was to attend the APS Portland 
STAMPSHOW this past August. I attended the Affiliate 
luncheon and the General Membership Meeting of the 
APS. As you know we have a new President of the 
American Philatelic Society, Nicholas Carter. I would 
like to wish him and the entire elected group all the best 
for the coming years. We are all part of the greater col
lecting community, and healthy national organizations 
here in America and in the rest of the world are good for 
the hobby in general and for the EPA specifically. 

It was a great pleasure as always meeting one of our for
mer Presidents of the EPA, Pat Walker, at the Portland 
show. A new friend from the Travelling Post Office 
group, Tom Post, was most interested in advocating 
TPO's. Ireland had a number of Travelling Post Offices 
aboard various trains to expedite the movement of the 
mail. Perhaps one of our members has an interest in this 
area and would be willing to write an article on this topic 
for the Revealer! 

Finally I would like to extend a continuous hand of ap
preciation to Pat Ryan for his many years of dedication 
and service as our editor of the Revealer. Our new editor, 
George Nicholson, will need all our support and articles 
in order to continue to present to the membership such a 
wonderful philatelic resource as our official publication. 
Thank you once again to the entire membership for your 
support and understanding over these years that I have 
attempted to serve as your President. 

Incoming President's Message 
by Paul Bento 

·.t~ 

It is a pleasure and an honor to write my first 
"President's Message" as your newly elected President. I 
thank those who have supported and encouraged me to 
accept this position and I promise to give my best effort 
to justify your confidence in me. It is a daunting task to 
follow the long list of past Presidents who have done so 
much to nurture the EPA and make it such a successful 
and well respected organization. 

My first thank you must be to Bill O'Connor, who has so 
capably guided the organization in recent years. Bill 's 
ability to lead coupled with his gracious sense of humor 
has brought us throu~h some difficult times. His willing
ness to assume the EPA Auction Manager position fol
lowing the untimely passing of Joe Foley is just one indi
cation of his commitment to the EPA. I will continue to 
look to Bill for guidance as I attempt to maintain the ex
ample he has set. 

Another thank you has to go to Pat Ryan for serving so 
many years as editor of The Revealer. At the Annual 
General Meeting of the EPA held at Boxborough, Mas
sachusetts in May, the Board of Directors voted to recog
nize Pat's efforts with a gift and a plaque that he should 
receive in the near future. These are small tokens of ap
preciation that we all have for Pat's contributions to the 
EPA over many years. We hope Pat will continue to re
main active as a contributor to The Revealer and we look 
forward to benefiting from his experience and knowl
edge. 

George Nicholson has agreed to be the new editor of The 
Revealer and this is his first issue. No editor however 
can be successful without the contributions of the mem
bership, so if you have ever considered writing an article 
or making some other written contributions to The Re
vealer, please do act on it now. Perhaps you have done a 
little research, found some philatelic treasures, or just 
have an opinion to offer. George can help you convert 
any of these or other aspects of Irish philately into a Re
vealer article. 

In the last issue of The Revealer, EPA Secretary Dave 
Brennan reported a thirty member increase in member
ship. This is a very important trend that we need to nur
ture. We have been running a small ad in Linn's that 
may have been helpful in recruiting new members. We 
will continue this effort and you can help by referring 
prospective EPA members to Dave. 



Secretary's Report 

The following are the results of our elec
tion of Officers. The change o f Officers 
will he effective on Sept. I , 2007. 
A total of 71 ballots were counted and the 
winners are: 
President ....... Paul Bento, Massachusetts 
Vice President. North America 

.... .. Richard Kelly, lllinois 
Vice President, Europe 

. . ..... Michae l Priestley, Scotland 
Directors: 

Robert Benninghoff, New Jersey 
Kevin Drury, Ireland 
Otto Jung. Germany 
Raymond Murphy, Florida 
Timothy O'Shea, Massachusetts 
John Sharkey, New Jersey 

We have three members who will be 
serving their lirst term on the Board but 
who come well qualified for the position. 
Ray Murphy has been President o f the St. 
Petersburg Stamp Club in Florida and has 
been researching and writin g 
on Official Mail of Ireland which he 
hopes to publ ish this coming year. John 
Sharkey is President or the Commodore 
John Barry Chapter. the largest active 
chapter of the EPA. He is a professor of 
c hemistry at Pace University in New 
York C ity and his parents came from 
Dungloe, County Donegal. Tim O 'Shea 
needs no introduc tion as he became our 
Auction Manager years ago and presently 
is our Special Offers Manager a~ well as 
being in charge of our library and ar
chives. 

Respectfully submitted. 
David J . Brennan, Secretary 

New Members 
2762 Dewey, Jr., Albert G ., 

9788 Howes Road, 
Dunkirk, MD 20754 

2763 Welander, Robert W .. 
16177 S. Norton St., 
Olathe, KS 66062 

2764 McGuigan, James E., 
1151 Cleo Court, 
Escondido, CA 92027-1557 

2765 Malone, William T., 
I 124 Girard St. NW# I, 
Washington, DC 20009 

2766 Rhatican, Cyril R., 
4815 Golden Pond Drive, 
Kingwood, TX 77345-1 694 

THE REVEALER. 

2767 Mulcahy, Rich<1rd J ., 
256 Bard Ave., 
Staten Island, NY 103 10-1660 

2768 Quail, Des, 
Red Meadows - Lurgan Road, 
Banbridge, Co. Down, 
Northern Ireland BT32 4NL 

2769 Dcnnany, Mike F., 
P.O. Box 54, 
Richland, M l 49083 

2770 Mackey. Alan, 
429 Faitoutc Ave .. 
Roselle Park, NJ 07204 

2771 Welch, Dr. William R., 
P.O. Box. 425, 
Osterville, MA 02655-0425 

2772 Bacus, John W., 
1736 I 64'h Ave., 
Bellevue, WA 98008-2527 

2773 Akin, Sr., John B., 
147 Forest View Circle, 
Hot Springs, AR 7 19 13-6557 

Dcccast!d 
2695 Foley, Tien 

Change of Address 
2344 Anderson, Steven G., 

1800 Graham Ave., Unil 208, 
St. Paul, MN 551 16-329 1 

2490 Carithers, Richard B., 
794 Robert Jesse Drive, 
Norcross, GA 3009 1 

2008 Connolly, Lawre nce T ., 
21726 Leavenworth St.. 
Elkhorn, NE 68022-1 9 11 

2716 Holcomb, Barton, R., 
P.O. Box 9196, Anaheim, 
CA 92812 

2 189 Lane, John G., P .O. Box 556, 
Fishkill, NY 12524-0556 

2214 Prindle, Eugene A., Apt 16 13, 
350 W. Schaumburg Rd., 
Schaumburg. IL 60194-3464 

1390 Verge,Charles.l.G., 
705 - 23 Laschclles Blvd., 
Toronto, ON .. Canada, M4V 2B9 

10 19 Weeks, Col. John F., 
1915 Westwind Dr., 
Sandusky, OH 44870-7067 

2107 Young, George H., 
800 I Deward Ct., 
Manassas, VA 20109-3122 

Nt!w Email Addresses 
If you have recently gotten a PC, changed 
your email address. or if the address 
shown below is not correct, please send a 
message to Barney Clancy, EPA Treas
urer at: bclanz@aol.com 
2773 Akin, Sr., John B., 

..... jbakinOI@cahlelynx.com 

Fall 2007 

2772 Bat.:us, John W., 
. .... wh I 936@hotmail.com 

2490 Carithers, Richard B., 
..... callwire@comcast.net 

1921 Daugherty, Paul E., 
... .. paule@enbarq ma i I.com 

2769 Dennany, Mike F.. 
..... irishmike @mei.net 

2762 Dewey, Jr., Alhert G., 
. . ... albertdewey@yahoo.com 

2765 Malone , William T .. 
..... bill malone@hotmaiI.com 

2764 McGuigan, James E., 
. . .. .jimmac I 6@cox.net 

2766 Rhalican, Cyril R., 
.. ... cyr I 937@cclbridge.net 

2246 Robertson, Joseph P., 
..... j.robertson5@htinternct.com 

1390 Verge, Charles J.G., 
.. ... cjgverge@rogers.com 

2763 Welander, Robert W., 
. . ... stamps@prariestamps.com 

2771 Welch, Dr. Wil lia m R., 
..... wrwelch@partners.org 

Inoperable Email addresses: 
The following email addresses are no 
longer operable. If you have a new email 
address, please send a message to Barney 
Clancy at: bclanz@aol.com 
1005 Arleth. Gerald F., 

. .... . gerald.arlerh@wachovia.com 
2259 Barrett, Maurice. 

. .... shawn@mitec.net 
2676 Brady, John R. , 

. ... .jackbrady@mindspring.com 
1069 Curran, Jr., Henry W., 

..... hewc84 @juno.com 
1722 Foote, Peter J ., 

... .. pfootcsr@sbglobal.net 
2658 Holland, Will iam M., 

..... hollandfam@nctscape.com 
1667 Holl'.muller, Frank, 

..... fhhh @tiscali.de 
0689 McDevitt, John J. , 

... .. sloinnteoir@aol.com 
1030 Raftery, MD. Michael, 

... .. mikerafcrty@comcast.net 
1762 Wahr, Dwight. A., 

. . ... dwhar @comcast.net 
2583 Wohlfrom, Jr., Arthur F., 

..... awholfrom@amaxt.com 
2651 Wollert. Robert P., 

..... bobwollwert@comcast.net 

l\1ernbership Status 
Membership as of June I, 2007 .. ... 437 
New members ...... .......... . + 12 
Deceased ... ............ ....... ... I 
Members as of Sept. I. 2007 .... .... .448 



Telegraphy in Ireland: Private Companies until 1870 
by Hans Bergdolt 

This is a reprint, with permission, of an article in "Commemorative lssue/25 Years FA/'', May 2007, a 
Publication to mark the anniversary of the German based Forschungs-und Arbeitsgemeinschaft Irland e. V. 

For space reasons, this article is being published over three Issues of the Revealer 
Part 1 

The delivery time of letters. even to far away destinations, was steadily reduced from months to weeks with the start of 
the postal service by the middle of the 19th century. This was possible due to the new means of transportation - mail 
coach, railways on land, and steam ships on the seas. Nevertheless there was the continuous call for "Faster - Further". 
Customers, especially business customers, wanted the economic advantage of messages transmission in even shorter 
time spans. 

Since the middle of the 19th century, telegraphy offered this means of transmission of messages. lt permitted the ex
change of messages along the lines in hours instead of weeks or shortened delivery of letters by partial transmission in 
decisive stages. Especially business people made use of the new medium. The first networks were constructed by British 
and Americans who derived great advantages in trade relations from that. 

At first, governments shunned the high financial risk but private business saw opportunities for enterprise and profit. 
They were not to be disappointed. The example of telegraphy shows that private business can introduce something very 
quickly and make money from it. However, it also reached its limitations when governments wanted to open telegraphy 
to their citizens and use it for their political or economic means. 

The private telegraph companies were licensed from 1846 for public use, taken over in 1870 by the British government 
and incorporated into the postal service. At the breaking up of the private companies almost all documents, stamps, 
forms etc. were destroyed. A large number of beautiful pieces can be found in the British Museum. Unfortunately, only 
very little material remains for collectors today. Used telegraph stamps had to be destroyed together with the transmis
sion form due to the secrecy of telecommunications. Therefore they are very rare and from some companies not known 
in used condition. 

In this article, I would like to introduce the companies active in Ireland and show a part of my stamps, telegram forms, 
postal markings etc. I will not look at companies which were not active in Ireland. 

SOME INFORMATION ON TELEGRAPHY IN GB AND IRELAND FROM 1846UNTIL1870 

[n Great Britain, there had been experiments with electric telegraphy since 1837. After the importance of the optical tele
graph had been recognized in wars and economic relations in the 18th and at the beginning of the 19th century, the advan
tages of fast electric telegraphy were quickly recognized. From the 1840s railway companies used telegraphy for busi
ness and safety of their railways. These lines were later opened for public service. After that, telegraph lines emerged 
along main roads and in cities, partly even underground alongside gas and water supply lines. Cook, Morse, Wheatstone, 
Siemens and others developed electric telegraph machines. In the UK, the needle telegraph of Cook and Wheatstone was 
most commonly used. For the international traffic and the traffic between Ireland and Great Britain, sea cables were laid. 
Transmission fees were very high. In 1850 the Electric and International Tel. Comp. charged for up to 20 words 
(minimum fee) 4/2 for 50 miles and 6/3 for 100 miles. The fees did go down over the years, but telegrams to and from 
Dublin across the Irish Sea remained at a minimum fee of 5/-. This was only affordable for large companies. 

In 1863 the government prescribed the fees for all companies. A telegram with 20 words cost: 
• up to 100 miles II-
• 100 to 200 miles: 1/6 
• over 200 miles: 2/-
• between GB and Ireland from 3/- up to 6/- . 

In addition there were expensive charges for transitions into other networks. Nowadays we encounter this again as roam
ing fees for mobile phone calls into other countries. The delivery fees were also high considering the average income. 
More information is in Fig. 7 (in Part 2). There were also less than 3000 offices for the whole of the United IGngdom. 



IPage2.2 

Fig. l. 1859. Extract from a 
large map of Europe with 

telegraph lines 

COMPANIES ACTIVE IN IRELAND 

The Electric and International Telegraph Company (E&I), London 
This company was established in 1846 as The Electric Telegraph Comp. Originally il used the telegraph lines available 
along the railway lines and was the largest and most important telegraph company in Great Britain. The Electric Inter
national Tel. Comp. was established in 1853 to lay the first sea cable between England and Holland. In 1856 both com
panies merged into the E&I. This company laid more sea cables in the North Sea and the Irish Sea. (and in 1854 it con
structed the first tube postal service: in London from the Stock Exchange to its head office.) 

The British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company (B&I), Liverpool 
It was founded in 1851 as The Magnetic Telegraph Comp. It changed its name in June 1852 to The English and Irish 
Magnetic Tel. Comp. It constructed lines usually along main roads, laid the first sea cable ("with six wires") between 
Ireland (Donaghadee) and Great Britain (Scotland/Port Patrick). Moreover it was the only company that intensively ex
panded lines in Ireland and served the whole of Ireland. The Magnetic first had offices in Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Queen
stown and Galway, later in at least 60 further places in Ireland (see list in Fig. 12 - in Part 3). This meant that it was the 
largest telegraph business in Ireland. At that time the longest underground telegraph line of the world, that of the Mag
netic led, from London via Manchester, Liverpool, Carlisle and Belfast to Dublin over 670 English miles. 

In 1856 the Magnetic bought the British Tel. Comp. (see below) and from 22 April 1857 traded as The British and Irish 
Magnetic Tel. Company, Ltd. The large London District Tel. Comp. passed telegrams for areas outside London through 
the lines of the Magnetic Comp. It also worked closely with The Submarin Tel. Comp., which transmitted its telegrams 
to Europe. The Submarin Tel. Comp., London, remained however independent and, as well as the other companies for 
the international traffic, was not nationalized in 1870. 
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1--~~~-z----7.7-------, The British Telegraph Company, Liverpool 
This company, formed in 1853 out of the British Electric Telegraph 
Company and the European and American Electric Printing Telegraph 
Company (both 1851), laid a sea cable in 1854 from Donaghadee to Port 
Patrick. This meant that after the take over by the Magnetic Company, 
the line between Ireland and Scotland ( 1856) was doubled and therefore 
especially secure. ln 1854(?) the company issued telegraph stamps. Cop
ies of these are assumed to be in the Royal Collection in London. 

The Universal Private Telegraph Company, London 
The company was founded on 201

h September 1860. Only a small num
ber of its lines were in Ireland. That is probably the reason that I have 
only found unused stamps and no documents from Ireland for this com-

. pany. 

" Other Telegraph Companies 
, The following telegraph companies issued stamps in Great Britain: 

L-..---------'"""""'.....,_----'"""""..____,.,_,.. The United Kingdom Telegraph Comp., London 

Fig. 2. Before 1855, the longest 
underground telegraph line in the 
world at the time from London to 
Dublin. (collection Pieper) 

The London District Telegraph Comp., London 
The South Eastern Railway Comp., London 
The Submarin Telegraph Comp., London 
Bonelli's Electric Telegraph Comp., London 

STAMPS OF THE PRIVATE TELEGRAPH COMPANIES 

Fig. 3. 1861. The Electric 
(&International) 

Telegraph Company. 

After the issue of the telegraph stamps, these were affixed to the telegraph 
forms and cancell~ by pen. The used forms were retained and destroyed due to 
the secrecy of telecommunications. Therefore used telegraph stamps are ex
tremely rare and not known at all from some companies. The stamps are shown 
at the ratio I : I . 

Fig. 4. 1857. The English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 
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Fig. 4 shows the imprint FRANK STAMP and the name of the company E(dward) B(railsford) Bright. These were 
printed at Mawdesley & Co. in Liverpool in double sheets of 50 imperforated stamps. Stamps with control numbers 
were saved from the offices or not used by customers (rare); stamps without control numbers are remainders from the 
printers. 

:fl[~~~..,..,,~~~~ 

!.'.. 

l\!!~ill!l!!!!l!!!!ll!~~l!I Fig. 5 shows that by 1860 the changed company name 
~~~~~~~II was used on stamps. These were perforated and water

marked in sheets (6x5), and printed by Mawdesley & 
Co. The copies, with control numbers from the counter, 

.,...__...;.;.;;.;.:.;..:.:._.._..... ""~~;=;,;;;:;....._.a.:.i..,a show the value in words (THREE PENCE and SIX-
--7";"""".'"""-r"Y"-:-..1111 PENCE) or in numbers ( 1 s/6d). The signature is that of 

Edward B. Brighton. Sec(re)t(ar)y. 

Fig. 5. 1860. The British & Irish MagneticTelegraph Co. 
Fig. 6 shows stamps issued at 6d (brown) and 1 s 
(purple), perforated and with watermark in sheets (10 x 
10).These were printed at Waterloo & Sons. The im

printed control numbers exist in different colours; 6d stamp in purple, blue, yellow green and blue green, I/- stamp in 
purple, black, brown, green, red, and orange. I do not know of any used copies . 

Fig. 6. 1864. The Universal 
Private Telegraph Company. 

To be continued 
in subsequent issues 

Invitation to join "eirestamps" Internet Group 
by Theresa Young, Moderator "eirestamps" 

I am inviting all EPA members to join page, a favorite dealer's website or any To join go to; http://groups.yahoo.com 
the new internet group "eirestamps." site related to Irish philately. If you /group/eirestamps/ and click "join this 
With the help of our Treasurer an find a new variety, you can instantly group". Please note that you are an 
email invitation was extended to all upload a photo to share. We will be EPA member in the comment box. 
members with a known email address. conducting polls and have solicited 

This forum has many benefits. Mem
bers can chat, upload files/photos, and 

scans of forgeries for a compilation of 
this interesting subject. 

add information to the database. You The interactive capabilities will allow 
can keep wantlists or "have" lists EPA members to instantantly commu
online for other members to read and nicate. The forum is also open to non 
issue invitations for trading. Dealers EPA members. Links to other sites 
may add copies of price lists and outside of EPA lists could attract new 
members can add a link to their home- members. 

Please join in the fun and invite 
anyone you know with an interest in 
Irish stamps to also join. 

We had over 60 members join in the 
first week - an excellent response. 
Don't forget if you have a website, 
please add a link to eirestamps. 
Happy stamping! 
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IRISH INVOLVEMENT IN THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 
by Paul Bento 

Fall 2007 

This cover has always been very special to me, not because of its usage, but because of its content. The letter is from 
Croom stamped June 2, 1862 and also stamped Limerick on the same day, and received in New York via American 
Packet on June 201

h. The manuscript "24" indicates the overseas packet rate with the 3 cent arc cancel showing the 
debit to the United States for delivery. The letter is addressed to General Banks at "Frederick, Maryland or else
where, USA" and is from an Irish mother seeking knowledge of her son. The letter states: 

Honoured General, 

Driven nearly to despair at not hearing from my so11 who is serving in your Noble Army 
I take the liberty of thus addressing you. My child is Thomas Carroll 2nd Reg Massachusetts 
Infantry from whom I have not heard since Feb. last. I beseech you as a man of ho11our, 
humanity a11d a gentleman take pity 011 my misery and relieve my suspense by letting me know 
if my child lives. I know you will not refuse this small tribute to an Irish mother who shall 
ever pray for your success and for the Noble Cause in which you are engaged. 

I have the honour to 

Remain yours de(?) 

Mary Ca"oll 

While it would be most interesting to know if there was ever a reply to this touching letter, Massachusetts State Rolls 
indicate that "Thomas S. Carroll prisoner of war May 25, 1862, dropped from rolls October 17, 1862 for disability". 

Editor's Note: About 185,000 Irish-Americans fought for both sides during the American Civil War. 
Most were on the side of the Union but about 40,000 served in the Confederate Army. 
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AUCTION RESULTS 
Part One of Joe Foley's award winning Ireland collection! 

by Barney Cla11cy 

Victoria Stamp Company auctioned the first part of Joe Foley's collection on February I 0. 
An overflow audience from the USA and Europe, as well as phone bidders, made for a very lively day. 

Fall 2007 · 

The 276 lots in Part One contained material as early as a 1658 stampless cover; a large selection of early postal mark
ings; GB used in Ireland; Seahorses; Postal Stationery; Postage Dues; and a number of collections. 

Some of the auction highlights, with the opening and closing bids, were: 
Lot 499 - 1658 SFL to Cashel - $700 to $1,200 (SF~tampless Folded Letter) 
Lot 520- 1806 SFL with scarce POST PAID/Irish/British rate -$600 to $1,600 
Lot 539 - 1832 Malcomson & Bell forwarders - $700 to $1,300 
Lot 547 - 1840 Id Mulready endorsed by Danie l O'Connell -$550 to $1,100 
Lot 558 - 1840 Id Mulready "Lord Holland" facsimile - $1,300 to $2,250 (est $400) 
Lot 596 - 16 Printed to Order envelopes - $500 lo $1,400 (est. $I 00) 
Lot 619 - Registered Envelope collection - $1,000 to $3,000 (est. $ l ,200) 
Lot 621 - 1855-1923 GB stationery used in Ireland - $325 to $1,400 (est. $250) 
Lot 729 - 10/- SG85 with double overprint, one inverted - $ 1,300 to $3,500 
Lot 732 - a non standard block of I 0 of the 2/6 composite - $650 to $4,500! 

These are just a few of the great items that were offered. It would be worthwhile to obtain a copy of the catalog for 
your library. The complete list of prices realized can be found on the Victoria Stamp Company web site at 
www.VictoriaStampCo.com. 

An advertisement for the second part of the collection is on the following page. 

STAMPA2001 
STAMPA 2007, the 36th National Stamp Exhibition. is being held at the RDS, Ballsbriclge, Dublin 4 from Friday, 12 
October to Sunday, 14 October. All E.P.A. members are invited to participate in this show by j oining STAMPA, 
membership benefits of which are: 

• A free set of exdusive limited edition philatelic souvenirs. 
• Reduced entry fees for competitive exhibits, 
• A free family season ticket to the exhibition. 
• A free exhibition programme and catalogue for those who attend STAM PA 2007 . 

• 
The souvenirs this year are the Musicians, Flight of the Earls and Year of the Pig minisheets plus the Irish Scouting 
First Day Cover as well as the Irish rate "Wedding" booklet (55c X I 0) specially overprinted to commemorate 
ST AM PA 2007. Because of the small quantities issued, previous ST AMPA souvenirs have often realized high prices. 

E.P.A. members are cordially invited to enter an exhibit which will be judged by an International jury, and exhibits 
which receive Vermeil or Gold will be eligible to enter International Philatelic Exhibitions. An application form can 
be downloaded from www.stampa.ie or you can contact Kevin Drury at 27 Dawson Street, Dublin 8, Ireland or at 
kdrury@revenue.ie. 



VICTORIA STAMP COMP ANY PRESENTS: 
PUBLIC AUCTION #23 ,_DECEMBER 1, 2007 

THE JOSEPH E. FOLEY A WARD WINNING 
COLLECTION OF IRELAND, PART II 

Fall200'7 

Request a complimentary copy of the catalogue or view the sale on our website 

PHOEBE A. MACGILLIV ARY 
VICTORIA STAMP COMPANY 

P. 0. Box 745 
Ridgewood, NJ 07 451 

Phone: 201-652-7283 Fax 201-612-0024 
Email: VictoriaStampCo@aol.com Website: www.VictoriaStampCo.com 



A New STO (Stamped to Order) Discovery 
by Roy Hamilton-Bowen 

A new discovery in STO's appeared in my last auction, which I thought should be reported in The Revealer. 
The item is a Walpamur open window envelope with I Yid maroon embossed die-stamp, back flaps overlapping from 
the left (as viewed from the front), used with a superb 1952 slogan cancel. 

This cover does not match that which is illustrated as No. 3 on page 150 of Jung's catalogue ("Irish Postal Stationery 
Stamped to Order") which is clearly different in the overlap and shows a use during the 2d period (catalogue illustra
tion is cancelled 1958). Jung docs not illustrate the cover listed as 3b with a l 95? date, but this cannot be relevant as 
Jung's 3b has a cellophane window. 

So this really is a new listing. Since I put this STO envelope in my auction, I have had reports of 2 other identical 
examples, both used in the same period. It is logical that these exist as the rate change was far earlier than the exam
ples cited by Jung. The example shown here is in all respects analogous to the 1952 "Schweppes" issue (Jung #3), 
even down to the folds and the knife-cuts. This fills a gap in Jung's cataloging which in hind-sight seems obvious 
and even predictable due to rate changes of the period. 

I would suggest that this fits in nicely with a new catalog number of simply "Walpamur 3" to precede those presently 
listed by him under 3a and 3b. 
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Spectacular Irish Error 
by Padraig O'Shea 

I am forwarding a copy of a spectacular error for the 
interest of the E.P.A. membership. This is the 1990 
Treasures 32p value unmounted mint Traffic Light 
block of 50 showing a dramatic paper fold affecting 
the top six rows; a great rarity. 

The price for this item is available on request by 
contacting ravenstamps@gmail.com or 
Raven Stamps, 
I 2C Washington Street West, 
Cork, Ireland. 

The website is www.ravenstamps.com. 

Tokyo to Limerick and Back, Undelivered 
by Bill O'Connor 

It is not often that I get a philatelic item from Japan with 
an lrish connection. According to the printed label at
tached to this cover from Tokyo, the item was not deliv
ered due to a strike in Ireland. I assume the strike was a 
postal one, although I understand that other strikes can 
also interfere with the delivery of mail. The dated re
turned handstamp is May 14, 1992. The impression on 
the original cover is that the two stamps on the left hand 
side are split up the middle. This is due to the attached 
Return Label shown below, which covers the left half of 
the stamps. 

Does any member know of a list of times when mail was 
suspended in Ireland? I do recall having a First Day 
Cover that was delayed due to a postal strike. Please 
send any information you might have on this to either the 
Editor (gnicholson@cogeco.ca) or me 
(conocon@aol.com) and we will report it in a future is
sue. 

' tf\-f\C.. u.su<L
'-p. o. &ic ,,s-
<:e-P 0 
l. I W\1e/l.. ,c. IL 

:::rtz.elAN 0 

Front of cover from Tokyo 

Cover with Return Label 
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Sleuthing through Irish 
Postal History 
by George Nicholson 

Postal history offers many types of 
challenges such as understanding 
rates, postmarks and deli very routes. 
Sometimes however other challenges 
present themselves, as shown through 
two postcards, the backs of which are 
shown below, and the messages on 
which are in code. Identifying the 
code and deciphering the message 
provides interesting insights into the 
times in which they were written. 

THE REVEALER Fall 2007 

At that time such a liaison would not Similarly, the second message, to 
have been especially popular amongst Miss E. Whitehead, is: "Will you 
Irish Nationalists, and so the corre- please ask Carry to be ready by 6.30 
spondents seem to have used code to this evening. Yours, Walter S". 
convey their secret messages. In a 
small Irish community it is unlikely 
that some people did not know what 
was going on. 

If the above impression was right, it 
suggested that a simple form of code 
would have been used, and that some 
persistent sleuthing could decipher the 
messages on the cards. Sure enough, 
these clearly appeared when the letter 
on the coded message was replaced 
by one four letters earlier in the alpha
bet. Thus for example, the letter E 
was really A, F was B, and so on. At 
the beginning of the alphabet, A on 
the message was W, B was X, etc. 
The complete conversion chart is 
shown below. 

The name "Carry" was probably a 
misspelling for "Carey" and the S. 
likely was for Stevens, the addressee 
on the first card. The second card 
was likely sent to a sympathetic inter
mediary between the two parties, 
likely because the young lady's par
ents would probably not have ap
proved of the relationship. 

Both cards were mailed in Ireland, 
one clearly cancelled at Newbridge, 
Co. Kildare on June 27, 1907 and the 
other, almost a year later, less clearly 
postmarked at the Cutrngh Camp on 
June 16, 1908. The first one was ad
dressed to a Lance Corporal Stevens 
who was in the Army Service Corps 
(A.S.C.) at the Royal Artillery (R.A.) By applying the above code, the fol-
Barracks in Newbridge while the sec- lowing message to Lance Corporal 
ond one was sent to a lady in New- Stevens appears on the first card: 
bridge. Since Newbridge is only a few "~m answe.ring your question in true 
miles from the Curragh, it seemed Insh fasluon. Do you rememb~~ 
likely that both were from one set of what you told me some months ago. 

So the suspicion seems to be con
firmed. The fact that almost a year 
separated the two cards suggests that 
others exist as presumably the two 
parties would have corresponded 
more frequenrly than once a year. 
Whether or not the relationship had a 
happy ending is not known, but per
haps other surviving cards will help to 
fill in the blanks. If any reader has a 
card which seems to fit into this cor
respondence, the writer would appre
ciate a copy of the message to 
gnicholson@cogeco.ca.or to the ad
dress shown on page 18. 

correspondence and perhaps used the .-------------------- ----------
same code. Message A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 0 P Q R S T U V W X y Z 

The impression from the addresses 
was that some form of romantic liai
son may have been underway be
tween a British soldier stationed in 
Ireland and a nearby Irish lady friend. 

Real W X Y Z A B C D E F G H I .I K L M N 0 P Q R S T U V 

This article is a slight variation from one published in the May/June 2007 
issue of "Postcard Collector". Reprinted with publisher's permission. 

~CARD 
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Some of the members at the AGM Typical Irish Hospitality at Dinner 

MEMORIES OF THE 
EPA ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING 

PHILATELIC SHOW 
BOXBOROUGH, 

MASS 
May 4-6, 2007 

Exhibits and 
information is in 
Summer, 2007 issue, p .15. 

Hospitality Room at 
the Holiday Inn 

EPA Exhibitors 

Left to right: 
Dave Brennan, Barney Clancy, Paul Bento, 

Bill O'Connor, George Nicholson 
Absent: Karl Winklemann 

Barney Clancy receiving one of 
his three Gold Medals 

Dave Brennan recognizing 
Bill O'Connor's 

contribution as President 
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EPA SPECIAL OFFERS used during World War II & catalog listing or known Irish Irish Post Offices and their Pmbnark.~ 1600-1990 

The following may be ordered from 
Timothy O'Shea, 58 Porter St. 
Granby MA 01033-9516 USA 

covers with the markings. Appendix lists covers to and by Harald Frank and Klaus Stange » Postmarks of all !he 
from Ireland so marked. Illustrated with bibliography, 25 post offices from 1600-1990. $39.50 (nm $49.50) 
p. $3.00 (nm $4.00). 

EPA ITEMS AVAILABLE 
OTHER PUB LI CA TIO NS 
The Irish Philatelic Society 1901-2001 
by the Irish Philatelic Society • An interesting his!Ory ONLY TO MEMBERS 

toshea I@comcast.net. Except where 
noted, prices include postage & handling 
within U.S. Beyond the U.S., add $2.00. 
Payment in US$. Checks, payable to Tim 
O'Shea, must be on US banks. (nm-Non
member) 

Oflicial tape! Pin. Metal replica of EPA logo. $2.25 which is broken down into 13 chapters that run through 
EPA Rubber Stamp. reproduces the EPA logo. 1112" x I". the beginnings or Irish Postage S1amps, Exhibitions up to 
$10.25 the Cenccnary Year 2001. 48 p $13.25 (nm $16.75). 

EPA PUBLICATIONS FAI PUBLICATIONS 

The Dublin Spoon - 1855-57 
hy Cyril I. Dulin •Account of Ireland's I st duplex 
obliterator. well organized with considerable detail. illusr. 
value guide, bibliography. 48 p $6.(){)(nm $7.50). Publications of the German based Forschungs·und 

Arbeitsgemcinschafl Irland c.V. are also available to EPA 
by James J. Brady »An award winning detailed_ analysis members. All have text in bOlh English & German. The Ra!'f. Coil 
or Irish revenue stamps of che period. Profusely 1lluscrated compiled by Joseph E. Foley • Recounts the research in 

The Adhesive Re~enue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925 

with catalog listing~ hy type. bibliography. 20 p + Irish Postal Stationery SlamPfd to Order che Irish Post Office archives thac firmly establishes the 
addenda. $2.75 (nm $3.50). by Otto Jung • A decailed priced catalog and handbook. authencicity of this stamp together with background 

Th Fi t SS Y 
. f 

1 
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1
. this 2003 edicion includes updates since 1994. Illustrated, information. illustrated, 76 p. SJ4.00 (nm $16.75). 

e 1rs ei1rs fl ns cots 174 $15 50 ( $21 00) 
by Peter Bugg • A comprehensive listing of all Irish coils p. · nm · · Ireland - Catalog of Perfins 
with a check list of all leaders & cab ends. illustrated, Postal Stationery of Ireland compiled & edited by Richard L. Mcwhinney » Punched 
bibliography. 40 p. $8.50 (nm$ J0.50). by Barney Clancy and Ono Jung • A dc1ailed priced for a 3 ring hinder; catalog can also serve as an album. 
Ireland, Identification of the Rialta~ and Saoi'Stat catalog and handbook, 2002 edi1ion includes upda1es Published by The Pcrfins Club. 38 p $9.00 (nm $11.25). 
overprints since the last ed. Illustrated, 220 p. $17.50 nm $23.50). Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage 
by Joseph E. Foley " Includes a clear plastic overlay with The Mileage Marks or Ireland 18011-1839, 2nd ed. Stamps of Ireland 2002 
accurate reproductions o( the various overprints and a by Hans G. Moxtcr » Illustrated listing of all known Irish Complete catalog of specialized Irish phila1clic material. 
reprint of an illustrated anicle from The American mileage marks. 57 p. $7.50 (nm $10.00). 192 p. full color. 2600 illust. $21.00 (nm $25.00). 
Philatelist. $5.50 (nm $7.00). Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860 Keeping In Touch, Communication through County 
The Post Offices & Datestamps of the Co. Leitrim hy William Kane »Listings or pos1al markings giving Kildare before 11160 
by Dr. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. Howley 72 cown names l>ut no dales. includes informa1ion on hy N.P.J. Morrin • This book focuses panicularly on the 
illustrations of handscamps. map. and descriptions of post Receiving Houses. illustraced. 63 p. $7.00 nm Sl!.75). early postal system and examines how mail was carried 
office locations, 23 p. $6.25 (nm $7 .80). Introduction to The Po.~t Offices of Co Clare Ireland along chc country roads hy various means of transpon. 
An Introduction to Irish Mileage Mark.~ hy John Mackey & Tony Cassidy • Study dcv:lopcd from Chapters are broken down by iown with pictures of poscal 
hy W. E. Davey ,. Explanation &Illustrated listing of the postal archives of Dublin and London. 94 p. $9.25 (nm markings. 182 p. $44.00 (nm S54.00). 
early markings, 22 p. $4.50 (nm $5.65). $12.75). Uniform Fourpenny Post in Ireland 
The Revealer Index, v I, # I to v 35, # 3, Jan. 1951 to Th D bl' p p t by Bill Kane • A 28 page scudy of the 4 penny post in e u m enny os · · 990 $ 
Winter 19llS (with addendum through 1990) by Manfred Diumann • Basi:d on extensive research in Ireland puhhshed m 1 · J0.00 (nm Sl2.50). 
by Patrick J. Ryan. Sr. ,. A cumulacivc subjecc index postal archives & museum.~ in Ireland & Great Britain, Handbook of lri.~h Postal History to 1840 
grouped l>y major categories. 38 p. +addendum. $12.75 1his is a well documented treatment of the subject. by David Feldman & Bill Kane » Pub. 1975. This hook 
(nm $16.00). illustraied. 312 JJ. $35.00 nm $45.00). deals with the postal markings up till the introduction of 
Irish Ainnail, 1919·1990 The Gerl bsues adhesive scamp. $19.00 (nm $24.50). 

by William J. Murphy » Lists all known mail-carrying by Ouo Jung » A comprehensive listing of this definitive Irish Crash Ainnail.~ 2nd Edition 
flights co and from Ireland since the Alcock & Brown series. Wrinen in German hut with charts to help you by Ronny Vogt • $20.00 (nm $25.00). 
1919 trans·Atlantic flight. Background information is understand the issues. $3.75 (nm$4.75). Censorship of M11il In Ireland 
provided for each flight. Covers are illustrated for most 

75 
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1 
. h S by !fans G. Moxter »Covers mail censorship on 1hc 

fl. h & 1 · 'd ·d d 96 b'bl' h & years o ris tamps 1g ts a va uauon gui c provr e . p. 1 1ograp y A h 
1 

b . h d h'J . . whole island of Ireland up to che present day. 126 p. 
index. $l5.00 + $1.25 postage (nm $!8.75 + $1.25 n.anl o ogy y c1~ t ~otc ~ 1 atehst.s repres.enunga $2S.OO{nm $JO). 

t ) variety or interests m lnsh phtlatcly, wuh special postcard 
pas age· produced by AnPost. illuscrated. 139 p. $17.50 (nm Court Circulars: A new persjlfctive on Ireland Petty 
Airway Letters To and From Belrast, Including Air s22.00). Sessions 
"Railex" Letters by Peter Nansficld " Published by the Revenue Society of 

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840, 2nd edition by William J. Murphy ~ From the 1934 Railway Air Great Britain, this booklet discusses the stamps, some of 
88 by r. E. Dixon & Joachim Schaaf » Lists the Irish rates Services to 19 • the airway leucr covers arc listed and the documents on which they were used and the various 

examples illustrated with a brief description of the flight. from 1637 to I S40, illustrated. bibliography, 37 pages. ducics of the Clerks. 40 p. S 13.00 (nm $16.75). 
26 p. bibliography. $3.00 (nm $4.00). $6.50 (nm $9.00). Domestic Packets Between Great Britain and Ireland, 
Irish Airmail - Balloon Post~, Rocket, Helicopter, Irish Slogan Postmarks 1918-1994 1635·1840 
Parachute and Glider Mail by Uwe Netzsch • More than 300 illustrations hy county. 
by William J. Murphy »Covers a variety of mail as die and type. 116 p. S 17 .50 (nm $22.00). 
indicated in the title. with illuscrations of covers, The Irish Architecture Definitives 

by Denis Salt » Deals with che Post Office Packet 
Services between Great Britain and Ireland. 50 p. $25.00 
(nm$30.00). 

descriptions of events, pricing code and a bibliography, 22 A dccailed catalog covering the sheet stamps, booklets, History of the Irish PO ,. $10.00(nms13.00). 
p. $3.00 {nm $4.00). FDCs & prcsen1ation packs. ill .. 37 p. $7.25 (nm $9.75). 

Irish Aerogrammes and Airgraphs Irish Heritage and Treasures 
Uniform Penny Post In Ireland » $7.00 (nm $9.75). 
Irish Booklet~ ~ $39.00 (nm $50.00). 

by William J. Murphy »Provides a detailed listing oof 
the aerogrammes rates, private supplemental princings. 
Nonhern Ireland & special usages. pricing code & 
bibliography. Jung catalog numbers referenced, 46 p. 
$4.00 (nm $5.00). 

by Ono Jung »Specialized catalog of this definitive set. 
$10.00 (nm $13.00). Sub Office Rubber Stamps· Enii » $18.00 (nm $23.25). 

Sub Office Rubber Stamps - Irish » $1 8.00 (nm$23.25). 
Early Irish Stamp Cancelin11 Machines Until 1922 
by Manfred Schollmayer » $11.00(nm $13.25). 

The International Reply Coupon.~ 
O.A.T. and A.V.2. Markings on Irish Airmail hy Ono Jung » $7.50 (nm $10.00). 
by William J. Murphy » !introduction 10 these markings 

Irish Slogan Postmarks » $6.00 (nm $8.25). 

Irish Provincial Penny Pos~ " $6.00 (nm $8.25). 

Irish Postal Rates to 1840 » $3.50 (nm $5.50). 


