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President’s Message  
 
“The best laid plans of mice and men oft go astray….” So, it is with stamp collecting, at least in today’s 
world. As you may or may not be aware, the NOJEX show, scheduled for mid-October has been cancelled 
due to the pandemic. And, along with it, our AGM at least for the time being. We are planning to 
reschedule the AGM for early to mid-January via ZOOM. Specific details will be sent out by email to all 
members at a later date. 
 
This does not mean an end to the “civilized” world as we know it. Rather, it gives us an option to expand 
our world. If you haven’t tried a ZOOM meeting, try one. There are many good seminars and talks 
available on various aspects of stamp collecting. Several sites I can recommend are: 

• American Philatelic Society 
• New York Collectors Club 
• Royal Philatelic Society of London 
• Chicago Collectors Club. 

 
These are only a few of the sites available to quench your thirst for knowledge. While they may not have a 
specific Irish tilt to them, none the less, they are useful and provide good background information for 
collectors. 
 
So, what can you do with the time you would have spent carousing at the show? Consider putting together 
an exhibit. You have material, and you have the knowledge!  Why not demonstrate it for others? Is it 
easy? No – but very little that is worthwhile is. What subject is appropriate? Pick something you are 
passionate about! Something you like! Do the research – the back issues of The Revealer may be a good 
starting point, or possibly the “ABC’s of Irish Philately” on our website. The internet offers a wide range. 
In spite of its name, The Galway Archeological and Historical Society site (https://gahs.ie) has material on 
other parts of Ireland Don’t feel constrained by titles. The government of Ireland site (gov.ie) contains a 
load of useful material and the An Post History and Heritage section, of course, deals with the Post Office. 
 
Are you going to get “Best in Show” the first time shown? Probably not, but I will guarantee you will 
know a lot more about that subject when you are finished. When should you start? Now! 
 
If you are feeling creative, consider writing an article for The Revealer. We try to keep a few extra articles 
on file, but have managed to work our way through them There are plenty of areas that have not been 
addressed in the realm of Irish philately. What do you know about “Tidy Towns”? Or the changes that 
have occurred in Irish railways? Do you own a cover from an American Army Air Service person who 
trained in Ireland during WWI?  These are just a few of the areas that are wide open – and, you don’t even 
have to own the material you are writing about. 
 
I hope to see you at our ZOOM AGM. 
 
Stay safe and keep healthy 
 
Ray Murphy, 
President, Eire Philatelic Association 
 
 
 



                                                             THE REVEALER - 305                                            Winter 2021–22                                   
 

 
 
 
 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Regular Public Auctions in Dublin  
Please write or call for a copy of the next 

catalog 
Want lists serviced.  

Expertization service.  
Literature list sent on request.  

MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. 
102 Leinster Road Dublin 6 Ireland        

Tel: +353 1 4977449 Fax: +353 1 4977440  
Email: mdwltd@eircom.net

 

LINEHAN STAMPS 
Ireland and the World 

Buy all your stamps from an 
EPA Member in USA 

Worldwide or Ireland approvals  
(no U.S.) 

Great Prices—Personalized Service 
KJLinehan@msn.com 

P.O. Box 846 
Neosho, MO 64850 

 

 
Member’s Advertisements 

 
Wanted “Cancel from Giant’s Causeway 
prior to 1975. This can be on a postcard or 
letter but must be clearly readable.” 
Raymond Murphy  
rayhmurphy@prodigy.net 
 
Wanted Irish Slogan Cancels on cover, 
prior to 1938. Contact Steve Friedenthal at 
stevefr1@telus.net 
 
Wanted specific Christmas cylinder/plate 
blocks.  Will supply a listing of the items 
sought.  Contact Jim O'Reardon 
at: joreardonjr@gmail.com 
 
 

paddyAchill 
 

I have an extensive stock of Irish Mint NH 
stamps from 1922 to the present at 
competitive prices. I specialise in 

 Irish First Day covers  
holding a good stock from 1929 to the 

present.  
I produce my own illustrated covers for all 

new issues with local cancellations as an 
alternative to the official An Post FDCs for 

the discerning Cover collector.  
Contact:  Paddy Lineen, Achill Sound, 

Co Mayo, F28 F386, Ireland. 
Phone: 098 45284;   

email:   lineensachill@hotmail.com 
 

WANTED: Well Researched Articles on Irish Philately and Postal History 
 
Your quarterly journal, The Revealer, requires well researched articles on all aspects of Irish Philately and 
Postal History. Assistance is available with style, editing and related matters from the editor.  
Articles should be produced in MS Word if available and sent to the editor in both Word format and pdf 
formats (to help ensure that formatting is consistent between platforms).  
 
Contact the editor at stevefr1@telus.net or eparevealer@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for Spring Issue of The Revealer is March 7, 2022 
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Book Review:  
The Post Offices of Co. Cavan by Hugh McGoldrick 

 
A new paperback published in 2021 gives a brief history of the post offices in County Cavan Ireland.  
The 154 page book outlines 101 Post offices or sub Post Offices from the end of the 17th century until 
the current time.  For each office there is listed the date of establishment, a list of postmasters 
(postmistresses), the daily duties of the postman, the dates of closing or when they were taken over by 
another Post office, and the PO names in English and Gaelic.  Shown for many of the offices are 
postmarks in either English or Gaelic and the dates of use. 
 
The book is very well researched, using interviews from several former postmasters and numerous 
archives.  The archives include the Post Offices Archives, London; the National Library of Ireland, the 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow; the British Library, London, and various newspaper archives.  The oldest 
Post office covered is the Belturbet PO (Béal Tairbire), which is reported to have been established as 
a Post office as early as 1665.  This must have been one of the main POs in Cavan as the author takes 
14 pages to fully cover its history.  The other Post office that receives extensive coverage is the Cavan 
Post Office (An Cabhán), which was established possibly from 1693/4, with the earliest postmark that 
the author has seen, 1771. Cavan is spelled as “CAUAN” Roman U instead of V and it was used up to 
1785.  There are some short-lived Post Offices as well.  The Ricehill Post Office (Cuil Na Gcorr) was 
established in 1950 and closed in 1967.   
 
The reviewer enjoyed photographs of the milestones used on the mail coach routes.  A milestone, used 
since the Roman Empire, is a numbered marker placed on a road to indicate the number of miles (or 
kilometers) from a city and the number of miles to the next city.  Milestones are still to be found on 
several counties in Ireland; on the old Post Riding and mail Coach roads.  A Cavan marker near the 
Ballyjamesduff turnoff indicates 45 Cavan 10 Virginia 5; 45 miles from Dublin, 10 miles to Cavan 
and 5 to Virginia. 
 
The book has a wealth of information on how the various battles for independence and the response of 
the English affected the operation of the post offices. Robberies of the mail coaches were a common 
occurrence, as valuables were often transported by registered mail.   
 
Sadly, many of these post offices in Ireland have closed.  The author indicates that their customers 
were lost to immigration to America, England and elsewhere.  “The recent onset of technology, the 
mobile phone, the web, emails, telephone banking and electronic payments by credit and debit cards 

 

Raven Stamps 

12C Washington St. West, Cork, Ireland 
For all your Irish Stamp requirements. 

Tel + 353 21 4271750, Fax + 353 21 4271779 

Website: www.ravenstamps.com  
e-mail sales@ravenstamps.com 

 

IF YOU COLLECT IRELAND 
Send for your 

FREE PRICE LIST covering 
All issues from 1922-2017 

For SPECIALIZED MATERIAL including  
Postal History, request my next 

MAIL SALE LIST 
A.R. BALLARD 

PO BO 780, LONDON SE13 5QA, UK 
Email: arballard@hotmail.co.uk 
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was the death knell for the majority of your friendly rural Post Offices and is a major loss to the older 
generation.” 
This book is an interesting read, and an excellent model for those who wish to pursue the history of 
the Post Offices of one of the other counties in Ireland.  The ÉPA thanks Mr. McGoldrick for his gift 
of this book to the ÉPA Library.  Publisher: Ecclesville Printing Services Ltd, Co Tyrone, N. Ireland. 
Email: info@epsni.com. 
 
Reviewed by John B. Sharkey,  
November 10, 2021 
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The Mystery of the ERIE PUIST Labels Deepens     
by Robert Benninghoff 

 
The origins of this imperforated sheet of 8 political labels still remain a mystery. The consensus is they 
were printed in ERIE, Pennsylvania during Éamon de Valera’s tour of the USA in 1919 &1920.                                             
The labels show de Valera, 6 of the 16 executed 1916 Rebellion Leaders and the Harp of Ireland. The 
images appear to have come from Irish Times photos published in June 1916. There is no evidence that they 
were sold as fundraisers in the USA or Ireland and they were not known be used or used on Cover Until 
Now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

handwriting to Mr. J. Brakin 4 Upper Kevin Street, City (Dublin). The 4 covers used before Feb 17 have 
British stamps and the 4 after have overprinted stamps. The stamps and Labels are all tied to the covers by 
Wavy Line 10 pm Dublin postmarks, the exception is the Éamon Ceannt cover with a 10 am Dublin 2 
cancel. The covers all came from an old estate and appear to have been stapled together as shown by staple 
holes in the lower left. The covers all have the correct 2d postage except the Cornelius Colbert cover with 1 
1/2d 5 line Thom overprint stamp, mailed without a 1d postage due surcharge. It appears great care was 
taken to prepare and mail these historic philatelic covers and to make sure the postmarks tied the stamps 
and labels. I wonder if only one set was prepared and mailed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To the best of my knowledge these are the only known examples of the ERIE Post Labels used or on cover. 
We now know that these Labels were available for sale in Ireland in the 1921 & 1922 period and it will be 
interesting to hear from members if they have other used copies hidden away. I will also be grateful for any 
information about Mr. J Brakin. 
 

 
Figure 1: Eight Erie political labels 

 
Figure 2: Pádraig Pearse Label with 1d and 1/2d stamps all 
tied by Dublin 10 pm 12 FE 22 cancels 

 

 
Figure 3: Éamon Ceannt label with 9 FE 22 Dublin 2 
cancel. The four 1/2d stamps overlap the label & are 
on top of two 1/2d & a 1d stamps with Dublin cancel. 
The first stamps did not tie the Label to the cover 
 

 
Figure 4: Cornelius Colbert Label tied to the cover 

with a Dublin Wavy Line cancel 10 pm Feb 19 1922 
 

I recently acquired a complete set, individually 
used, on 8 covers with Dublin postmarks from 
January 29 1922 (de Valera) to February 19 
1922.  The covers are all addressed in the same  
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Back to some stamp collecting basics:  
Tools for Philatelists - Soaking 

by Ray Murphy 
 
Soaking stamps doesn’t sound real high tech.  It isn’t, but it is important.  This was one of the first 
things you learned as a collector, but there are points we often forget or bypass, sometimes to our 
detriment. 
STEPS: 
 1. EXAMINE AND SEPARATE 
 2. SORT 
 3. TRIM AND SELECT 
 4. INITIAL SOAKING 
 5. RINSE 
 6. DRY 
 7. FLATTEN AND MOUNT 
 8. OTHER PROCEDURES 
 
1.  EXAMINE AND SEPARATE:  When you have a stamp on cover, LOOK at the entire envelope.  
Are there cachets?  Is there anything unusual about the cover?  Any special markings or routing?  A 
cover cancelled in Pearl Harbor, HI on December 7, 1941 can be quite valuable!  Who sent it?  To 
whom?  Where to and from?  Was the cover censored?  These are only a few of the things that need 
to be checked before proceeding.   If it is an older stamp with a colored cancel, set it aside for more 
research.  If it is a stamp from the late 19th century, look in a catalog to insure it does not have 
fugitive ink that will dissolve in water.  This was a means of preventing reuse.  See paragraph 8A. 
Many older stamps are more valuable remaining on cover.  If in doubt, set it aside. 
 
2.  SORT:  At this point, you can select those stamps requiring special treatment.  Put them in 
separate piles or glassines until ready. 
 
Some more modern stamps are precut with sections that will come out separately 
(British high value Machins) or fall to pieces. These pieces (figure 1) are cut 
through the paper and rely on gum to hold in place.  US 10 cent precanceled mail 
stamps of 1974 (Scott 1562) may also split or separate into layers if soaked.  
These are best left on paper. 
 
Is the stamp a self-adhesive?  If so, set aside and see paragraph 8B. 
 
What kind of paper is it on?  Colored paper from holiday cards can not only stain the stamp but also 
any other stamps being processed at the same time. See  3, Trim and Select and  8C, dyes. 
 
3.  TRIM AND SELECT: Is the stamp in good condition?   Missing perfs, scuffs, heavy cancels, or 
tears?  Is it really worth keeping? 
 
Some papers can transfer dye or color other than the obvious reds and greens from holiday cards.  
Some cheaper manila colored paper will, and types of cardboard may also do so.  Set them in the 
colored paper pile.  Figure 2 shows a stamp reverse stained by dye from red paper.  Note that the 
soaking water has turned red. The photo shows only the reverse of the stamp, but spots were seen on 
the front. 
 

Fig.1. Oval areas (blue 
arrows) separate upon 
removal from paper 
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Trim excess paper so that about ¼ inch remains. 
 
4.  INITIAL SOAKING:  Using a white or clear bowl or pan so you can see if the 
water is getting dirty.  Change the water as needed.  Use cold or lukewarm water. 
 
Have you ever dumped a pile of stamps in water, and then realized some are not 
getting wet evenly due to other stamps blocking access to the water? Put the stamps 
in face down so that each stamp has no other stamps touching.  You may have to 
manipulate the stamps so all the paper is wet.  Resist the temptation to dump in a 
large amount at once.  It won’t speed up the task and may slow things down. Wait 
about ten minutes.  Stamps should be separating from the paper.  Remove and 
dispose of the paper, and move the stamps to your rinse bowl or pan. 
 
Some stamps may not come off by about twenty minutes.  Remove and allow to dry, and try again.  
It is possible someone has used a different non-water-soluble glue to re-stick “skips” or stamps that 
were used but not cancelled by the Post Office. 
 
5. RINSE:  After a stamp has floated free from the paper, remove and discard the paper, and place the 
stamp in another bowl or pan of cool water. Sometimes a little rubbing is necessary to remove any  
remaining adhesive.  A white or clear bowl should be used to determine if any dirt, color, or ink is being 
carried over.  Change the water often, and remove stamps after ten minutes. 
 
6. DRY:  Do your initial drying by laying the stamp face down on an old towel.  After a few minutes, 
transfer it to a paper towel or a piece of wax paper, again laying face down.  Commercial drying 
books can also be used.  Leave the stamps overnight or until completely dry. Do not heat or attempt 
to accelerate drying. 
 
7. FLATTEN AND MOUNT:  After soaking and drying, many stamps curl.  This can be countered 
by placing under a heavy book for a few days or using a stamp press.   
 
8.  OTHER PROCEDURES:  A. In our examination step, we set aside those stamps that might have 
“fugitive” or water-soluble ink.  These are often seen on British stamps of the 1870-1910 timeframe, 
but were also used by other countries.  Modern British definitives (Machin’s) sometimes use water-
soluble tagging material which make the stamps respond to ultraviolet light.  These are normally 
noted in catalogs.  The solution - don’t soak them!  
 
B. The adhesive used on most self-adhesive stamps is not soluble in water.  Leaving them in water 
will result in the paper breaking down before the adhesive releases.  Some can be removed with 
organic solvents, BUT many of these are dangerous, and may change the ink color. Some freons, 
and, surprisingly, citrus oils, will also dissolve most adhesives used on stamps.    The air freshener 
“Pure Citrus” orange air freshener is available in most hardware stores and seems to work fine on US 
stamps.  You may have to apply more spray and rub with your finger to remove all adhesive. Their 
long-term effect on the plastic or paper is unknown, although they are thought to be safe.  Since most 
modern self-adhesive stamps are printed by the millions and are often of minimal values, the use of 
such sprays is probably OK, but further research is needed. The ink used on some vending machine 
stamps is also soluble, so you may find you have removed the adhesive but smudged the ink with the 
rate and machine number. This varies from type of machine used and the process used to apply the 
rate information to the stamp blank. Irish SOAR (Stamps On A Roll) that have inkjet printed rate 
data are more susceptible to damage than those applied with thermal printers. This can be prevented 
by  

Fig.2.  Red dye stain on 
back.  Note that the water 
has turned red. 
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spraying only the back side of the envelope paper.  Figure 3. The same may apply with other self-
sticks.  Be sure to allow a day for all solvent to evaporate before storing or mounting.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. The dyes use in some holiday card envelopes is water soluble, and will stain other stamps.  
Usually, these can be soaked, but do them one at a time.  Try to separate the stamp from the paper at 
the first sign of parting.  Change the water at the first sign of discoloration.  The same applies to 
stamps on darker cardboard. 
  

 
 
 

IRELAND AND HER VARIOUS WARS – Part II 
By Robert Benninghoff 

The past few months have been busy organizing material for various exhibits. I hope that you find the 
following items of interest. 
 
The Great War and the Challenges of Maintaining Relationships. 
The following postcard was mailed on 11 May, 1915 by a soldier serving in the Indian Expeditionary 
forces (IEF) (Figure 1). The front of the card shows a view of Nairobi, British East Africa (Kenya) 
(Figure 2) and the card was printed in Nairobi. The card is postmarked FPO No. 25 11 MY 15 and 
hand stamped in purple. 

 I.F.P.  “B” – F.P.O.  NO 25 
POSTAGE FREE 

I have not seen this handstamp before and I would be grateful if members could send me additional 
examples. The card also has a purple Base censor mark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3 shows the very sad note to the soldier’s lady friend asking her why she is not writing to him. 
Perhaps the mail had challenges finding him in east Africa particularly if his unit was on the move in 
1915 

Fig.3. SOAR stamp of 2010 removed 
from paper without smudging rate or 
issue data in the lower right that shows it 
was from an ATM. 

  
Figures 1 and 2:  Post Card from soldier in the Indian Expeditionary Forces, Kenya to a Lady Friend in Dublin 
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It was not uncommon for Irish soldiers and officers to serve in the Indian armies in WW I. 
In early August 1914, the Governor of British East Africa requested 
assistance from London to deal with the German forces in German 
East Africa. The Task was handed to the India Office, which 
assembled two forces (IEF “B” and “C”) and sent them to his 
aid.  Indian Expeditionary Force B consisted of the  27th (Bangalore) 
Brigade from the 9th (Secunderabad) Division and an Imperial 
Service Infantry Brigade, were sent to Tanganyika with the task of 
invading German East Africa (1). 
  
The Plan was to attack Longido, a town under German control 
northwest of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  The force, under the command of 
Major General Arthur Aitken landed at Tanga on the Indian Ocean 
coast on 2 November 1914. In the following Battle of Tanga, Aitken’s 
9,000 men were badly beaten by the 1,000 men under their German 
commander Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck.  IEF “B”, suffered 4,240 
casualties and was sent to Nairobi on November 5 to merge with IEF 
“C”.  
Witnesses to the Irish Civil War 
I am always interested in mail that provides an eyewitness account of 
historical events. 
 
The following two postcards were written by a British soldier based in the Phoenix Park to his Aunt (we can assume 
she lived in England). 
The two cards offer his comments on the destruction of the Four Courts by the Irish National Army while they were 
dislodging the IRA in June 1922. The notes were written over several sessions during July 1922 and must have been 
mailed in a separate envelope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Figure 3: Soldiers note to his Lady Friend 
showing the challenges of Long-Distance 
War time relationships 
 

    
Figure 4: Postcards written to aunt of British soldier 
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The Anglo-Irish Treaty of December 6, 1921 allowed the 
British Government to maintain troops in Ireland during 
the first year of Irish Independence. The Provisional 
Government was told by the British Prime Minister, Lloyd 
George in June 1922 to deal with the IRA in the Four 
Courts or he would have the British  
 
Army assume the task. The British Military provided the 
National Government with the munitions and artillery to 
attach the IRA at the end of June 1922, considered to be 
the official beginning of the Irish Civil War.(2) 
 
The Irish Civil War: Comments from The British 
Government 
The following is a booklet that appears to summarize the 
beginning of the Irish Civil War from key members of the 
British Government. 

 

Ireland at the Start of World War II  
The cover shown in Figure 7 show an Irish Censored, 
registered envelope from Dublin to Akron Ohio mailed 
on 8 December 1939, with an arrival back stamp of Jan 
15, 1940. The cover contains a Currency Export 
Certificate allowing mailing of $15 to Mrs. J.R Bell 
(Figure 5). There was no letter or card explaining the 
purpose of the mailing.  The 5d postage paid the 2d 
letter rate and the 3d registration fee which provided 
only £2.00 in compensation for the contents. An 
additional 6d postage would be required to insure all of 
the $15 (4). Considering that the mail was opened by 
the censor, I wonder if Mrs. Bell received the money.    
 

 
The cover also illustrates two aspects of the (Irish) 
Emergency Powers Act (EPA). The Act was passed on 3 

September 1939 in response to the start on World War II (5). 
The EPA granted the government control over all foreign 
currencies and securities in Ireland, allowing the 
government to purchase or confiscate them and requiring a 
special permit to send anything abroad of negotiable value. 
The EPA also granted the Government the power to 

 
Figure 5: Picture postcards to aunt of same British 
soldier 

 
 
Figure 6: Cover Page and Inside first page: 
The booklet is eight pages long and appear to have been 
printed by an Irish Republican organization in New York (no 
date given) Joseph Begley, Irish Republican Headquarters 3 
East 42nd Street New York (3). 

 

 
Figure 7: Registered cover to Mrs. Bell 
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“authorize and provide for the censorship, restriction, control or 
partial or complete suspension” of the mail leaving Ireland. The 
censorship of mail leaving Ireland began in September 1939. 
 
 
The Six Day 1967 Mid-East War and The Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers 
On 5 June, 1967, Israel launched a series of preemptive airstrikes 
on Egyptian airfields. Syria and Jordon also entered the war. The 
Israeli army invaded the Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula push all 
the way to the Suez Canal. 
A cease Fire was signed between the Arab Countries and Israel on 
June 11, Consequently, the Canal became the new border between 

Egypt and Israel until 1978. Ships in the Canal were 
trapped until 1975. 
        
The bulk mail cover shown in Figure 9 was mailed 
from Lahore Pakistan 8 May 1967 and addressed to     
the Commandant, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers 
(misspelled by sender) in Omagh Northern Ireland.  
The contents are an advertising brochure from a Bag 
Pipe manufacturer in Pakistan (Figure 7). The mail  
was stranded on the MV Nordwind for the 8 years. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8:  Currency export certificate authorizing 
the export   of $15 from Ireland to the USA 
 

 
Figure 9: Bulk mail cover to Ireland trapped for 8 years on 
the Suez Canal during the Mid-East War 
 

MEMBERHSIP REPORT – WINTER 2021-22 
New Members 
3007  Brian C. McNerney, 1949 Zach Scott St, Austin TX 78723 
3008  Roger P. Noffke, 243 Otis Stage Rd., Blandford, MA 01008 
3009  Timothy McGinnis, 6864 A Street, Springfield, OR 97478-7373 
3010  Jackie Adkins, 718 Questover Dr., Carthage, IL 62321 
 
Change of Address 
2638  Thomas M. Meade, 3455 East Lisbon Ave., Toms River, NJ 08753 
 
New Email Address 
3007  Brian C. McNerney.  eiremanlite@mac.com 
3008  Roger P. Noffke.  rogdcam@aol.com 
3009 Timothy McGinnis. oregonstamps@comcast.net 
3010 Jackie Adkins. jtadkins@frontier.com 
 
Resignations 
2977 Andrew J. McMenamin, North Carolina Judicial 
Branch, Currituck County 
 

Membership Status 
Membership as of September 1, 2021 –  286 
New members                                              4 
Life members                                             46 
Resignations                                                 1 
Complimentary mailings                            12 
Membership as of November 15, 2021    289 
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To be 
continued 
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Part 1 
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To be continued 
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